Appendix 3 Additional Sites

A19 Business Park (Riccall Mine)

Location and summary of landscape character
The A19 Business Park is located on the site of the former Riccall Mine, a pithead for Selby Coalfield.
The 41ha site offers commercial and office space to a number of businesses as well as storage facilities.
It is located in the Skipwith Lowlands, according to the 2019 LUC Landscape Character Areas. The
2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape Character Assessment defined its Primary Landscape Unit as
Farmed Lowland and Valley Landscapes and the Landscape Character Type as Vale Farmland and
Plantation Woodland and Heathland.
The business park is set within an extensive green infrastructure of mature deciduous woodland in the
north. The site is accessed via Selby Road and surrounded by open arable fields.
The surrounding landscape is dominated by a patchwork of low lying, predominantly arable fields, often
delineated by mature hedgerows. Blocks of mixed and coniferous plantation woodlands also break up
the landscape.

Landscape Assessment: A19 Business Park (Riccall Mine)
Criteria

Description

Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

•
•

Natural
character

•

•

•
•

Historic
landscape
character

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

Rating

Low lying, flat landscape surrounded by a patchwork of arable fields.
The site is strongly influenced both visually and audibly by the adjacent
A19 trunk road.
A19 Business Park appears medium in scale in relation to the adjacent
field pattern and built form.

There are large tracts of woodland within the site, most of which are
designated Deciduous Woodland within the Priority Habitat Inventory.
Riccall Business Park is approximately 200m from Skipwith Common to
the east, a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and
Special Area of Conservation (SAC).
The southern part of the site is open arable land with more limited natural
character.

L

L-M

There are no historic landscape designations in or near to the site.
L

•

•
•

•
•

The A19 Business Park is located approximately 1km south east of Riccall
Village, a nucleated and compact settlement with roots linking back to
Anglo-Saxon times. Houses in the historic centre follow the traditional
style of this part of Yorkshire with red Barton brick and red pantiled
cottages adjacent whitewashed dwellings.
Scattered farmsteads and small isolated post-war housing developments
are also evident in the site vicinity.

L

The A19 Business Park is located in a low-lying area which offers
panoramic views.
Views into the site are restricted by blocks of mature deciduous woodland,
and the proximity of the site from publicly accessible roads / footpaths.
The woodlands themselves would be sensitive to change due to their
screening value.
The southern part of the site is more open to views from the A19 and
Selby Road.
There are long-distance views to both Drax and Eggborough Power
Stations which are visible on the skyline.

L-M

Access and
recreation

•

Public Rights of Way are limited immediately adjacent the site with most
concentrated to the north linking settlements with Skipwith Common.

L-M

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•

The site itself is relatively enclosed by mature vegetation giving a sense of
seclusion, however the surrounding large-scale built form at King Rudding
Farm, and the busy A19 trunk road to the west create an audible and
human influence in the landscape detracting from the sense of rurality.

L-M

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing
Commercial

L-M
L

Representative photographs

View towards the site from King Rudding Lane

Expansive arable fields with mature hedgerows

View from Selby Road north towards the Business Park. The site is fully enclosed by mature vegetation

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The landscape in the southern part of the site is more open and therefore more sensitive to development
than the wooded location of the former mine. Additional screening / mitigation would be required to
integrate development with the surrounding landscape.
Overall development guidelines
The former mine is located some distance from Riccall village and therefore 2-3 Storey Residential
Housing will have an incongruous relationship with the existing built form. Lower sensitivity to
Commercial Development due to the existing site integration (well vegetated), and evidence of
existing commercial built form within the site and to the north.

Burn (Selby) Airfield

Location and summary of landscape character
Burn (Selby) Airfield, a former RAF base, lies to the east of Burn village located within Burn Parish
Council. The 2019 Selby Landscape Character Assessment indices that it is located in Haddlesey
Farmland. It is located within the Farmed Lowland Valley Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit in
accordance with the North Yorkshire and York Landscape Charactrisation Project (2011), and further
categorised into Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT).
The airfield is bounded the Selby-Doncaster Railway Line to the east, open arable and pasture land to
the north and west with pockets of woodland on the southern fringe.
Burn Gliding Club is located within the site and uses the remaining runways, and the Trans Pennine Trail
footpath runs along the eastern boundary.
The topography is relatively flat with open or semi-enclosed fields. Hedgerows, feature mature trees
and woodland belts are more evident to the southern part of the site, whilst views to the north are wide
ranging.
Agriculture is the dominant land-use within and around the site, with ploughed and furrowed fields being
seasonally prominent. Light industry is also located along the more major roads within the locality,
particularly to the north of the airfield off Common Lane.

Landscape Assessment: Burn (Selby) Airfield
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)
Natural
character

Description
•
•

•
•
•

Historic
landscape
character

•
•
•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

Access and
recreation

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•
•

Rating

A flat low-lying river valley floodplain landscape which is broken up into
medium scale mixed arable and pasture fields and airfield infrastructure.
The site a whole would be considered a large scale development within
the context of the surrounding landscape, although individual fields
contained within the airfield remain comparable with larger scale farming
practice within the landscape character area.

L

There are no biodiversity designations in the site.
A Ratified SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation) is located
immediately adjacent the south western boundary of the site. It is
designated for its established semi-natural neutral / calcareous grassland.
Land use comprises arable and pasture fields with open boundaries, and
only occasional remnant hedges and one row of mature trees.

M

There are no historic landscape designations in or near to the site.
The site does not contain any designated heritage features or makes a
significant contribution to the setting of any designated heritage features.
The site represents the former RAF Burn, which was operational during
the Second World War.

L-M

There is no built development on the site, with the exception of the gliding
club buildings. The airfield site consists of three hardstanding runways
crossing the site in a triangular formation, with arable fields, pasture and
mown grass infilling land in and around the runways.
A caravan site is situated to the north of Burn Airfield outwith the
boundary of the site. The caravan site is relatively well screened from the
airfield and Common Lane by 1m height bunding sporadically planted with
vegetation.

M

Extensive, open views into the site are apparent from the north (Common
Lane) due to the lack of hedgerow field boundaries.
Extensive views are available from within the site to the north as a result
of the open field patterns
Views to the south are restricted by mature tree planting and hedgerow
vegetation
Drax power station, overhead power lines and telegraph poles are
prominent features on the skyline due to the flat topography

M-H

There is a dense network of public rights of way to the north and east of
the site, including the Trans Pennine Way long distance footpath which
forms the eastern boundary.
There are some bridleway routes located to the west of Burn airfield to
the south and west of Burn village.
Burn Cricket Club is located at Linnet’s Park, adjacent the A19 south of
Burn village and is designated as Recreational Open Space Policy RT1 in
Selby District Local Plan and Core Strategy.
There is also recreational use associated with Burn Gliding Club.

M

The setting is strongly influenced by large scale industrial, energy and
infrastructure interventions including Drax Power Station to the east and
Eggborough Power Station to the south.
Infrastructure developments including the A19, the East Coast Mainline
and Selby to Doncaster train lines further erode the tranquillity of the
area.

L-M

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing

M-H

Commercial

M-H

Representative photographs

Burn airfield and surrounding arable farmland

View towards Common Lane on Public Right of Way 35.14/5/1

View south towards Eggborough Power Station. Representative of large scale open arable fields

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
Landscape sensitivity across the site will be consistent
Overall development guidelines
The site is located remotely from the village of Burn which is a linear settlement typical of this area.
The village has significant historical roots and is recorded in the Domesday Book. Both Commercial
Development and 2-3 Storey Residential Housing development at this site would therefore be out
of character with the existing built form.
The site does not contribute to a perceived gap between settlements, although there is limited
integration with the surrounding landscape which is highly visible, and therefore development edges
would be relatively exposed, indicating higher sensitivity to Commercial Development than 2-3
Storey Residential Housing.

Drax Power Station

Location and summary of landscape character
Drax Power Station is located north of the A645 between Drax and Camblesforth villages. According to
the 2019 Selby Landscape Character Assessment, the site is predominantly within the Camblesforth
Farmland with the north edge within the Ouse Valley. From the 2011 North Yorkshire and York
Landscape Characterisation Project the power station is located within the Farmed Lowland Valley
Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit (PLU) and the Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT).
The 252 ha site is located in a predominantly flat, low-lying landscape (below 10m AOD) consisting of
drift deposits which facilitate open, expansive views. There is strong intervisibility with adjacent
Landscape Character Types.
The surrounding countryside is characterised by arable fields with small patches of improved grassland,
and remnant wetland areas. The artificial ash mound immediately west has a major influence on the
otherwise flat local landscape.

Landscape Assessment: Drax Power Station
Criteria

Description

Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

•
•

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•

•
•

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

•

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

•

•
•

Access and
recreation

•
•
•

Rating

The site is flat and low-lying, typical of the landscape character.
There is a large-scale landform association with the Drax Power Station
development, both within the context of the neighbouring landscape and
in relation to other developments in the local area. The power station
infrastructure is a dominant and identifiable feature within much of the
local and wider landscape setting.

L

The River Derwent SSSI is located approximately 750m north east of Drax
Power Station site.
Several woodland blocks, some of which are identified as Deciduous
Woodland in the Priority Habitat Inventory, are located within and
immediately surrounding the site, particularly along the western
boundary.

M

Drax Augustinian Priory, a Scheduled Monument, lies within the northern
part of the site boundary.
Barlow Hall, a Grade II Listed Building, and the adjacent medieval
settlement and early post-medieval garden earthworks around Barlow Hall
(a Scheduled Monument) lie approximately 1.5km north west of the study
area.
The heritage value of the power station and associated structures is
uncertain.

M

Settlements close to the Drax Power Station site include: Drax;
Camblesforth, Carlton, Newlands, Barlow, Hemingbrough and Barmby on
the Marsh. Settlements are small to medium in size and often linear
spreading along transport routes.
The Drax Power Station site itself is characterised by the built
infrastructure of the turbine hall, boiler house, chimney and 12 cooling
towers. Electricity pylons, a substation, car parks and access roads infill
the remaining parts of the site. Mature landscape mitigation planting is
evident around the boundary of the site, most significantly to the west
and north.
The site is perceived to be well integrated with the landscape to the south
and west, whilst the northern and eastern boundaries are more exposed
and form a harder edge with the landscape.

L-M

Views of Drax Power Station are extensive and span beyond 30km. It
forms a prominent visual indicator on the horizon of views across the low
landform of this area. The most prominent features include the chimney,
northern and southern cooling towers, boiler and absorber house.
In the absence of these features, the woodland around the site perimeter
provides effective screening, such that views into the site from close by
(e.g. along the A63) are limited. The wooded vegetation is a key
sensitivity within the landscape.
Views are more expansive to the north and east. To the west the large
ash mound blocks any distant views of the site whilst screening and
woodland vegetation filter and obstruct views to the south and west.
In the absence of topographical features, woodland blocks are prominent
on the horizon.

L-M

Several Public Rights of Way exist in close proximity to the Drax Power
Station site, particularly to the north with a path linking Barlow and Drax
village.
The majority of PRoW link the outlying villages of Camblesforth, Drax,
Carlton and Barlow and onwards to the River Ouse.
Drax Golf Course, a private facility, is located south of the site adjacent
the A645.

M

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•
•
•
•
•

The landscape in and around the site contains a number of areas which
could be considered tranquil and remote in the absence of the power
station.
Drax Power Station site is a dominant and imposing feature within the
landscape and imposing in long distance views and reducing sense of
rurality this landscape would otherwise offer.
Nearby wind turbines and overhead electricity pylons and power lines
exert a strong vertical and human influence on the landscape.
Plumes of smoke from the cooling towers create temporary interruptions
on the skyline.
Vegetation surrounding the immediate boundary to the power station
offers a sense of containment.

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing
Commercial

M
L-M

L-M

Representative photographs

View from Carr Lane west towards Drax Power Station

Drainage ditches and open arable fields

View from A1401 looking south east towards Drax Power Station. Representative of large scale open arable fields

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
Landscape sensitivity to the north of the site will be higher than that to the south, due to the more rural
character and scheduled monument, compared to the large scale built form of the Drax Power Station
Site.
Overall development guidelines
Due to the separation from Drax Village, 2-3 Storey Residential Housing will not relate to the
existing form and settlement pattern, whereas well-sited and well-integrated Commercial
Development would be less incongruous. Retention and enhancement of existing woodland screening
would be important mitigation measures to any development scenario.

Eggborough Power Station

Location and summary of landscape character
Eggborough Power Station is located approximately 850m north east of the village of Eggborough. It is
also classified as being in LCA 16: Eggborough by the 2019 Selby Landscape Character Assessment. It
is located within the Farmed Lowland Valley Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit (PLU) as defined
within the 2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project which further refines this
study area into Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT).
The site is bounded by Wand Lane to the north, the A19 to the west, Hazel Old Lane to the east and a
local service railway line to the south.
The landscape of the surrounding area is characterised by its flat, low-lying topography which offers
expansive views into neighbouring Landscape Character Areas.
Fields are predominantly medium-sized, unenclosed arable farmland, often bounded by ditches or
drainage dykes. The landscape has strong references to historical flooding including flood meadows,
windmills and dykes. Other commercial and industrial development surrounds the power station site.

Landscape Assessment: Eggborough Power Station
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

Description
•
•

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•
•

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

•
•

•

•

Access and
recreation

•
•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•

Rating

The site exhibits the flat, low-lying landform typical of this landscape
character area.
Eggborough Power Station is smaller in scale to neighbouring Drax Power
Station, but is still considered a large scale development within the
context of the local landscape. Adjacent fields are typically a tenth the
size of the Power Station site.

L

Several woodland parcels are located within the site as the result of
landscape integration planting. These wooded areas are particularly
evident around the service railway tracks. The majority of the woodland
on site has been identified as Deciduous Woodland in the Priority Habitat
Inventory.

L-M

There are no historic landscape designations in the site.
A Grade II Listed milestone is located adjacent the western boundary of
the Eggborough Power Station site, off the A19 and a Grade II Listed
entrance gate is located at Roall House adjacent Roall Lane, again west of
the site.
A Roman Fort, which is designated a Scheduled Monument is located to
the north of Roall Manor Farm, west of Eggborough Power Station.

L

The nearby settlements of Eggborough and Kellington are nucleated
around transport crossroads and consist of traditional red brick and whitewashed houses in the historic cores, surrounded by modern 1950s -1990s
settlement expansion.
There are significant housing development sites currently under
construction in Eggborough village.
The Eggborough Power Station site itself is dominated by 8 cooling towers
arranged in two rows of four units to the west of the main power station
building. There is a single 200m tall chimney located to the north of the
main building with an electrical switching station, overhead electricity
pylons and car parks also evident. The site has evident green
infrastructure including Eggborough Power Station Golf Course and
Eggborough Sports and Leisure Complex.

L

Views of Eggborough Power Station are expansive and span beyond
10km. The chimney and cooling towers mark prominent features on the
skyline from views from the M62 and surrounding settlements.
Views from within the site are more contained by localised vegetation
particularly along the A19 west of the site and surrounding the rail service
track to the south. This vegetation is a key landscape sensitivity to
change.
Views into the site itself at ground level are limited by the dense
vegetation that surrounds the power station.

L-M

Public Rights of way are sparse around the Eggborough Power Station
Site. PRoW 35.27/2/1 links the village of Hensall to the east with the
River Ouse and skirts the eastern boundary of the Power Station complex.
Eggborough Power Station Golf Course, a municipal pay and play facility
and Eggborough Sports and Leisure Complex are located within the
western quadrant of the site.

L

The landscape is influenced by large scale interventions such as
Eggborough Power Station, busy link roads including the A19 and light –
heavy industrial units off the A19 and A645 which further interrupt the
otherwise rural nature of this landscape.

L

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing

L-M

Commercial

L-M

Representative photographs

View from Selby Road towards Eggborough Power Station

Overhead electricity pylon network

View from Wand Lane north west adjacent Eggborough Power Station. Representative of low lying topography

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
Landscape sensitivity across the site will be consistent, although the established woodland and open
space would be more sensitive to change.
Overall development guidelines
The site does not contribute to a separation role between settlements, and the form and setting could
accommodate both Commercial Development and 2-3 Storey Residential Housing. Assuming the
removal of the Power Station buildings, commercial or residential development on the site would need
to be designed to be self-contained with retention of much of the existing screening vegetation, as the
site does not relate directly to other built form.

Gascoigne Wood Mine

Location and summary of landscape character
Gascoigne Wood Mine is situated approximately 1.8km south east of the town of Sherburn-in-Elmet. A
former pithead of Selby Coalfield, it was closed in 2004. It is characterised as Sherburn Farmland by
the Selby Landscape Character Assessment (2019). The 2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape
Character Assessment defines the area as Farmed Lowland Valley Landscapes Primary Landscape
Unit, and is further defined as Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type.
The Leeds-Hull Railway Line bisects the site with remnant pit infrastructure in the northern part and a
wooded area in the southern sector and along all edges. Minor roads, including Common Lane and Hagg
Lane approach the site to the east and south whilst medium scale arable fields surround the site to the
north and west. Sherburn-in-Elmet airfield is located to the north of the mine.
The surrounding landscape character comprises flat, open farmland and semi-enclosed arable fields with
small pockets of wooded farmland. There is a strong influence of industrial and infrastructure
development, in particular power stations, associated power lines and mining infrastructure.

Landscape Assessment: Gascoigne Wood Mine
Criteria

Description

Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

•

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•
•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

Access and
recreation

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•
•
•

Rating

A predominantly flat, low-lying site, typical of this landscape character
area.
The development is large scale within the context of the surrounding
landscape and field pattern, although is in keeping with the scale of
nearby Moor Lane Trading Estate, Sherburn in Elmet
Surrounding vegetation screens the size and scale of the development at
street level.
Relatively large blocks of woodland are located within the site to the north
and south which are remnant screen planting for the mine.
Some of the woodland blocks in the north and east of the mine are
designated Deciduous Woodland within Natural England’s Priority Habitat
Inventory.
There are no historic landscape designations in or near to the site.
A Grade II Listed Structure (Common Lane Bridge) is located
approximately 1.1km west of Gascoigne Wood Mine.
The potential historic value of remaining mine structures is unclear.
The site is remote from nearby settlements. There is commercial
development at Sherburn Industrial Area on the north side of the airfield.
The mine site itself retains some of the mining infrastructure including
steel buildings.
The site does not form a strategic gap between settlements, nor does it
contribute to the setting of neighbouring villages.

L-M

L

L

Views into and out from the site are restricted by mature woodland
planting, and embankments adjacent the Leeds-Hull Railway line which
form key landscape sensitivities in themselves. The site is visible from the
railway line itself.
The surrounding terrain is very flat and skyline features include woodland
blocks, power lines and glimpses of Eggborough and Drax Power Station
Chimneys and Cooling Towers.

L

A number of Public Rights of Way are evident near and skirting Gascoigne
Wood Mine, particularly to the north and east. PRoW 35.59/2/1 follows
the eastern boundary of the site and links to other Public Rights of Way to
surrounding villages and Bishop Wood to the east.
Bridleway 35.48/4/1 and 35.48/4/2 join lanes and scattered farmsteads
to the south.
There are no areas of designated recreational open space near to the site.

M

The mature woodland vegetation surrounding the site creates a sense of
enclosure.
The distance from main roads also contributes to a more remote feeling
within the landscape, although the adjacent train line undermines this
perceptual quality.
There is occasional overhead interruption from light aircraft at Sherburn
Aero Club.

M

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing
Commercial

L

L-M
L

Representative photographs

Vegetation creates a sense of local containment

Former mining infrastructure evident above tree line

View of Gascoigne Wood Mine and surrounding arable fields. Representative of restricted local site views

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The woodland screening forms a key landscape sensitivity.
Overall development guidelines
The sensitivity rating for 2-3 Storey Residential Housing will be higher than that of Commercial
Development as residential development will bear no relationship to any existing built form. Any
developmet would need to be self-contained within the site and retain / incorporate key landscape
features including the mature woodland planting and mitigation mounding.

Kellingley Colliery

Location and summary of landscape character
Kellingley Colliery is the site of a former deep coal mine. It is located approximately 1km from the
outskirts of the town of Knottingley and is situated on the edge of Selby District. The mine closed in
2015 marking the end of deep coal mining in the UK.
According to the 2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project, the former colliery
lies within Farmed Lowland and Valley Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit (PLU), which is further
split into Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type (LCT). The 2019 Selby Landscape Character
Assessment of Selby places the site within the Eggborough landscape character area.
The site is bounded by the A645 to the north and west, Sudforth Lane to the east and the Aire and
Calder Canal to the south.
The landscape around Kellingley Colliery is characterised by flat, low-lying and large scale agricultural
fields. These fields are large, regular and geometric, predominantly arable and divided by ditches and
dykes rather than hedgerows. The landscape immediately surrounding the Colliery has an urban fringe
character with allotments, a recreation ground and pony paddocks evident.

Landscape Assessment: Kellingley Colliery
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

Description
•
•

Rating

A predominantly flat, low-lying site with some variance in landform
associated with artificial bunding at perimeters adjoining neighbouring
residential developments in the north of the parcel.
The site is large scale within the context of the surrounding landscape, but
almost completely enclosed, which makes this sense of scale difficult to
relate to at street level.

L

The site is relatively open with little wooded vegetation apart from a small
block located in the western corner of the site adjacent the A645 and
Turver’s Lane. Part of this woodland has been identified as Deciduous
Woodland in Natural England’s Priority Habitat Inventory.

L

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•
•

There are no designated historic assets in or near to the site.
The heritage significance of any remaining mine infrastructure is
uncertain, but the past use of the site is of importance to any
redevelopment proposal

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

The settlement of Kellingley comprises housing on along the north
boundary of the site at The Oval and Weeland Road.
Kellingley Colliery itself is being levelled with the landmark winding towers
demolished in 2018. Spoil heaps now form the most prominent feature on
the site. A solar farm has been constructed south of the railway.
The edges to the site are softened by existing mature vegetation which
contributes to the setting of the former colliery and adjacent housing.
The screening vegetation form key landscape sensitivities .

L

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

Whilst the surrounding landscape is flat and offers expansive views, local
views into the site are partially obscured by mature roadside vegetation
and small housing developments at The Oval and Weeland Road.
Views from the site periphery are far-ranging across the flat flood plain of
the surrounding landscape and landmark features such as Ferrybridge
Power Station and Eggborouh Power Station alongside the associated
overhead electricity pylons are prominent on the skyline.

M

Two Public Rights of Way link the site with wider countryside to the north
and west and onwards to the River Aire.
A well maintained playing field, playground and allotment site is located to
the rear of properties on The Oval to the north of the site.

M

At parts of the site, there is still a sense of remoteness to be experienced,
particularly on Sudforth Lane to the west.
The neighbouring Power Stations at Eggborough and Ferrybridge, and the
intermittent plumes of smoke create an industrial feel in an otherwise
rural landscape.
The prominence of the local rail line and the M62 to the south exert an
audible influence on the site reducing some of the tranquillity that would
otherwise be experienced.

L-M

•

•

•

Access and
recreation

•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•

•

•
•

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing

L-M

Commercial

L-M

L-M

Representative photographs

Allotments: Typical settlement-edge land use

Former mining infrastructure evident beyond landscape bunding

View from Sudforth Lane looking north east adjacent Kellingley Colliery site. Representative of expansive views

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The Parcel does play a role in the setting of the Aire and Calder Canal, and the landscape in proximity to
this feature will have a higher sensitivity to development scenarios.
Overall development guidelines
The site is of low-moderate sensitivity to both Commercial Development and 2-3 storey residential
housing as it does not play a separation role and remains relatively contained from local views in the
northern quadrant of the site.
Residential development should relate to existing housing along the A645 to maintain the density and
character of the existing built form.

Leeds East Airport (Church Fenton Airfield)

Location and summary of landscape character
Church Fenton Airfield, now referred to as Leeds East Airport, is a former RAF base located north east of
the village of Church Fenton. The 2019 Selby Landscape Character Assessment defines the area as
North Selby Farmland. The 2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape Character Assessment described
the Primary Landscape Unit as Farmed Lowland and Valley Landscapes and further refined this as
Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type.
The airfield is approximately 181ha in size and bounded by Brackenhill Lane to the south, Busk Lane to
the west, Outwood Lane to the north and agricultural fields to the east.
The site is situated within an open and extremely flat landscape offering wide, expansive views across
the broad floodplain. The fertile alluvial deposits make this one of the most productive arable areas in
Britain and has given way to a landscape of large regular-shaped arable fields without hedgerows but
bounded by ditches and dykes. The presence of traditional buildings such as windmills hints at past
land-use. Flooding on low-lying fields is clearly evident with submerged trees and seasonal ponds.

Landscape Assessment: Leeds East Airport (Church Fenton Airfield)
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)
Natural
character

Description
•
•
•

•

•

Historic
landscape
character

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

•

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•
•
•
•

Access and
recreation

•

•
•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•
•

A very flat, low-lying site which encompasses Leeds East Airport runways
and infrastructure.
The site is predominately open to the surrounding landscape with an
absence of roadside vegetation, assisting in the sense of a large scale,
open landscape character.
Leeds East Airport is a very large scale development even in the context
of the surrounding unenclosed arable farmland.

Rating

L

There is very little wooded vegetation in or near the airfield. Two tracts of
land, one adjacent Outwood Lane to the north and one to the rear of
properties on Dorts Crescent, are designated Deciduous Woodland within
the Priority Habitat Inventory.
Paradise Wood, approximately 200m south east of Leeds East Airport is
designated ancient and semi-natural woodland

L-M

Along the southern site boundary are several World War II airfield
defences which are Scheduled Monuments. These are the only designated
historic features in or adjacent Leeds East Airport, though other surviving
structures may have some heritage significance.

M

The small village of Church Fenton is a typical linear settlement close to
the southern site boundary, expanding along Main Street in an east-west
pattern. Houses within the historic core retain much of the traditional
vernacular including red Barton brick and red pantiles. Modern private
and social housing expansion is evident at the village periphery,
particularly near the railway line to the west.
A small residential area is located immediately adjacent the airfield. This
most likely expanded to accommodate service personnel based at RAF
Church Fenton. Houses are brick built 1970s semi-detached or
maisonettes.
Leeds East Airport is supported by a number of remnant RAF structures
which serve the modern airport, including a large brick built main terminal
building, an air traffic control tower, three large hangars and smaller
storage buildings. There are two major runways surrounding by mown
grass. One of the runways is currently used by Renault as a mass vehicle
storage facility, which creates a prominent feature within the landscape.

L-M

Views into Leeds East Airport site are limited from the north and west by
settlement and vegetation.
Views into the site from the south and east are extensive due to gappy
hedgerows and the flat, low lying land. Airport buildings and a mature
treeline are set against an expansive sky.
There is visibility from the East Coast Mainline train route which runs to
the east of the site with passing trains clearly visible.
There are distant, glimpsed views to Drax and Eggborough Power Station.

M-H

There are several Public Rights of Way to the east of Leeds East Airport,
including PRoW 35.54/15/1 which runs along part of the eastern boundary
of the site. Bridleway 35.54/35/2 is also located east of the airfield.
These routes create a network of recreational trails linking strategic
settlements and the River Wharfe to the north.
Church Fenton Allotments are located on Brackenhill Lane, south of the
airfield site.
Church Fenton Cricket Club and a municipal playing field are located south
west of the site on the outskirts of the village of Church Fenton.

M

The openness and vast scale of this part of the Selby District create a
strong sense of remoteness.
The tranquillity of the landscape is punctuated by frequent trains on the
East Coast Mainline.

L-M

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing

M

Commercial

M

Representtative photo
ographs

Large scale
e arable fields adjacent airfiield

Cha
aracter features such as windmills evident

View from Brackenhill La
ane north acro
oss airfield site. Representative of flat, low-lying topo
ography

Notes on any variations in land
dscape sensitivity
Landscape
e sensitivity close to the scheduled monuments
m
will be highe
er than that of other parrts of the
site. The more open eastern
e
and northern po
ortions are re
emote from other built fo
orm and dev
velopment
here would
d be incongrruous.
Overall developmen
nt guideline
es
The site provides gree
en open spac
ce setting to the adjacen
nt settlement. 2-3 Storey Residen
ntial
ment could be
b in keeping
g with the existing nucle
eated urban form, but would
w
need to
o be
Developm
carefully s
sited in relation to the ex
xisting development.
Due to the
e high visibility, lack of la
andscape inttegration an
nd similar built form, this
s location wo
ould be
more sens
sitive to Com
mmercial De
evelopment though a modest
m
scale
e of developm
ment could be
b sited in
association
n with existing hangars.
Acceptable
e mitigation measures would
w
need to
o be incorpo
orated into any design de
evelopment scenarios to
o
reduce the
e visual impa
act in the lan
ndscape, suc
ch as woodla
and planting to create la
andscape structure.

Stillingfleet Mine

Location and summary of landscape character
Stillingfleet Mine is located approximately 6 miles north of Selby and 8 miles South of York. According to
the 2019 Selby Landscape Character Assessment, the site is divided between the Skipwith Lowlands
in the south and York Fringe East in the north. With regards to the 2011 North Yorkshire and York
Landscape Character Assessment, the Primary Landscape Unit is Farmed Lowland and Valley
Landscapes and is further defined as Vale Farmland and Plantation Woodland and Heathland
Landscape Character Type.
It is set within open countryside, approximately 1km south east of the village of Stillingfleet. The site is
accessed from the A19 via Escrick Road. The mine was closed in 2004 with buildings housing the
headgear removed in 2006. The site was partially redeveloped in 2012 for extraction of coal mine gas.
Topography within this landscape is predominantly flat or gently rolling and is dominated by a patchwork
of medium to large scale arable fields. Fields are interspersed with patches of improved grassland and
deciduous woodland which combine to create local sense of enclosure.

Landscape Assessment: Stillingfleet Mine
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

Description
•
•

•

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development
Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Access and
recreation

•

•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•
•

Rating

The site is typical of the low-lying, gently rolling landform associated with
this landscape character area.
Stillingfleet Mine represents a medium sized development within the
context of the surrounding landscape with. Built form is similar in size to
industrial farm buildings nearby, and the site boundary is comparable with
larger scale fields in the area.
The site is enclosed by mature vegetation which makes the scale difficult
to determine at street level.

L-M

Relatively large blocks of woodland are located within the central part of
the site which are remnant screen planting for the mine. Two of these
plantations are designated as Deciduous Woodland according to the
Priority Habitat Inventory and form key landscape sensitivities.

L-M

There are no historic landscape designations in the site. The heritage
value of any remaining mine structures is unclear.
The outer extent Stillingfleet Conservation Area is located approximately
250m from the closest point to the site boundary.

L-M

The nearby village of Stillingfleet displays the character of a typical linear
settlement within the landscape. The historic core of the village is
focused around Stillingfleet Beck and the B1222 York Road. Properties
are of mottled brick construction with pantile roofs. The site does not
have a direct relationship with this settlement.
The central part of the site is well screened by mature vegetation, which
would have been part of original landscape mitigation planting. The
majority of former mine infrastructure has been removed.

L

The landscape immediately surrounding the former mine is more
undulating and contained, restricting views.
Where views are available, they are far ranging across the relatively flat
surrounding landscape with telecommunication masts and wooded blocks
set against an expansive sky.
Intervening hedgerows and woodland block vegetation restrict local views
into the site.
The deciduous woodland blocks effectively screen views of the central
parts of the site, but the northern and southern areas are more open and
visible.

L-M

Public Right of Way 35.62/20/1 follows the eastern boundary of the
Stillingfleet Mine site with links to Bridleway 35.62/8/1 and 35.62/8/2.
These Rights of Way form a network of recreational routes linking small
settlements with river corridors and the wider countryside.
Stillingfleet Green is a publicly accessible green space located within the
heart of Stillingfleet Village. This provides amenity and recreational space
within the local area.

M

A predominantly quiet and rural landscape with limited human influence
visible.
The barriers and lack of signage at the site give it a degraded and derelict
feel.

M

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing
Commercial

L-M
L

Representative photographs

Entrance to the former Mine

Views to the north are contained by rising landform

View from Cawood Road south east towards the Mine. The site is fully enclosed by mature vegetation

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The central part of the site is less sensitive as it is well screened by mature woodland. The more open
northern and southern parcels are more sensitive as any development would be visible in the landscape.
Overall development guidelines
Due to the extensive woodland cover at the boundary, the site is well integrated with the surrounding
landscape and therefore the central part of the site would be of low sensitivity to both Commercial
Development and 2-3 Storey Residential Housing. 2-3 Storey Residential Housing may be
slightly incongruous due to the separation from the built form at Stillingfleet village. Development
outside the wooded area would need additional landscape structure to provide integration.

Whitemoor Business Park (Whitemoor Mine)

Location and summary of landscape character
Whitemoor Business Park, also known as Selby Energy Park, occupies the site of the former Whitemoor
Mine. According to the Selby Landscape Character Assessment (2019), the site is within the East Selby
Farmland. The Primary Landscape Unit is Farmed Lowland and Valley Landscapes and is further
defined as Levels Farmland Landscape Character Type in the North Yorkshire and York Landscape
Character Assessment (2011).
It is located 1.5km south west of the village of North Duffield and is bounded by the A163 to the north,
Lowmoor Road to the east, farm access track and fields to the west and south.
The site is located in an open, flat landscape of varying sized arable fields which are semi-enclosed or
open. Fields adjacent roads are predominantly open with ditches forming the boundary. Small villages
and scattered farmsteads typify the settlement character, linked by rivers or historic transport routes.

Landscape Assessment: Whitemoor Business Park (Whitemoor Mine)
Criteria

Description

Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

•

Natural
character

•

•
•

•

Rating

The site itself is flat and low-lying, in keeping with surrounding landscape
character, although there is local variation in landform with landscape
bunding located around the periphery.
The site offers a relatively large scale development in the context of
nearby developments and the surrounding landscape
The site is completely enclosed by vegetation and mitigation mounding
and is therefore quite remote from this surrounding context.

L

Pockets of mature woodland exist within the Business Park which
contributes to a leafy setting and substantial green infrastructure for the
site. One block to the east of the site is identified as Deciduous Woodland
according to Natural England’s Priority Habitat Inventory.
Whitemoor Business Park is situated approximately 400m from Skipwith
Common to the east, a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

L-M

Historic
landscape
character

•
•

There are no historic landscape designations in or near the site.
The heritage significance of any remaining mine infrastructure is
uncertain.

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

The nearest village, North Duffield is relatively isolated from the Business
Park. This is a nucleated settlement focused around a village green with a
mixture of historic vernacular housing and more modern post-war infill.
Other built form in the area consists of large-scale, intensive farmsteads
with commercial scale buildings.
The Business Park itself serves a number of commercial enterprises
including recycling, energy production and waste storage. Much of the
site remains unoccupied and apart from planted spoil heaps, there is little
to indicate the former mining use.

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•
•

•
•

Access and
recreation

•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

•

Whilst views from this area are often far ranging, they are limited around
the Business Park site due to roadside hedgerows, large blocks of raised
woodland and mitigation bunding remnant from past industrial activity.
Local views into the site are obscured by mature tree planting.

A Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT 35.23/31/1) runs along the western
boundary of the site. This links north-south and particularly Skipwith
Common with Whitemoor Common.
There is a much stronger sense of enclosure and rurality in this area due
in large to mature hedgerows, blocks of woodland and raised topography.
This creates the impression of a much smaller scale arable landscape.

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing

L-M

Commercial

L-M

L

L

M

L

M

Representative photographs

Mature hedgerows and woodland planting contain views

Wind turbines clearly visible within landscape

View from Lownmoor Road north towards the Mine. The site is fully enclosed by landscape bunding and vegetation

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The site has undeveloped margins which are highly visible from neighbouring roads and Public Rights of
Way, and such areas will be more sensitive to development scenarios than the site of Whitemoor
Business Park which is well screened.
Overall development guidelines
In relation to the surrounding built form, 2-3 Storey Residential Housing would be more out of
character in terms of form, density and setting than a Commercial Development scenario. The
retention and enahancement of landscape characteristics including the mature vegetation and mounding
surrounding the former mine will be key considerations in development proposals.

Wistow Mine

Location and summary of landscape character
The former Wistow Mine site is located off Windgate Hill Lane, approximately 1.5km west of Wistow
Village. It is characterised as North Selby Farmland by LUC Landscape Character Assessment (2019).
The 2011 North Yorkshire and York Landscape Character Assessment defined the area as Farmed
Lowland Valley Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit, and is further defined as Levels Farmland
Landscape Character Type.
The site is bounded by Windgate Hill Lane to the south and woodland belts leading into medium sized
arable fields to the north, east and west.
The mine is located within a flood plain which is characterised by a flat, low lying landscape of
predominantly arable land use. Isolated farms with large, often industrial style modern outbuildings are
located dotted around villages and hamlets.
Horizons are punctuated by linear influences including power and telecommunication lines, water towers
and power stations in the distance.

Landscape Assessment: Wistow Mine
Criteria
Physical
character
(including
topography and
scale)

Description
•
•

Natural
character

•

Historic
landscape
character

•

Form, density,
identity and
setting of
existing
settlement/
development

•

Views and
visual
character
including
skylines

•

Access and
recreation

•

A flat, low-lying site characteristic of the topography and landform of the
landscape character of this area.
The site is larger than the field size in the local vicinity but not out of
context with the wider landscape field pattern of this character area.

Relatively large blocks of woodland are located within the northern and
central parts of the site which are remnant screen planting for the mine.
The woodland blocks in the east and west are designated Deciduous
Woodland according to the Priority Habitat Inventory.

L-M

There are no historic landscape designations in proximity to the site.

•

•

•

•

The nearby village of Wistow is 1.5km to the east. It has developed in a
linear pattern along the main street, the B1223 Selby to Cawood Road
which bisects the village.
The mine itself is currently being used as a freight storage facility, which
appears visually out of context with the surrounding landscape and all
mining infrastructure has been removed.

Views to the distant horizon are long and unbroken with large expansive
skies and vertical elements such as water towers, electricity and
telecommunication pylons and distant power stations prominent on the
skyline.
Intervisibility to the site is limited by mature tree planting. Planting is
more permeable along Windgate Hill Lane where views of the freight
storage facility is more evident
The landscape to the north of Wistow Mine has a number of Public Rights
of Way.
PRoW 35.20/6/1 is located on the eastern boundary of the site and passes
through a section of woodland within the site boundary.
Public Rights of Way generally link rural settlements and the green
corridor of the River Ouse.
Despite evident human influences on the landscape, there is still a sense
of remoteness and rurality that can be experienced in the area around
Wistow Mine.

Overall assessment of landscape sensitivity to development scenarios
Development scenario

Sensitivity

2-3 storey residential housing
Commercial

L

L

•

Perceptual and
experiential
qualities

Rating

L-M
L

L

L-M

M

L-M

Representative photographs

Open arable fields opposite Mine

Entrance to Mine now used as freight storage

View from Windgate Hill Lane north east towards the Mine. The site is partially screened by mature vegetation

Notes on any variations in landscape sensitivity
The area to the west of the woodland belt will be more sensitive to development due to its visual
prominence in the landscape and lack of existing landscape integration.
Overall development guidelines
The site does not contribute to the setting of neighbouring villages nor does it form a strategic gap
between settlements. Due to the distance from Wistow village, 2-3 Storey Residential Housing
would appear out of character with the existing settlement pattern.
The majority of the existing site would be less sensitive to Commercial Development due to the
existing boundary vegetation providing landscape integration, and nearby examples of other isolated
commercial built form, including industrial scale farm buildings at Fir Tree Farm.

