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Minutes                                   
    

Special Planning Committee 
 
Venue: Council Chamber 
  
Date: 
 
Time: 

10 August 2015 
 
4.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors Cattanach (Chair), R Musgrave (Vice 

Chair), Mrs E Casling, I Chilvers, J Crawford, J 
Deans, D Mackay, B Marshall and C Pearson.  

 
Apologies for Absence: None 
 
Officers Present: Richard Sunter – Lead Officer (Planning), Ruth 

Hardingham – Senior Planning Officer, Gillian 
Marshall – Solicitor to the Council, Gary Lumb – 
North Yorkshire County Council Highways, and 
Daniel Maguire – Democratic Services Officer.  

 
Public: 7 
 
Press: 0 
 

 
16. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. Councillor Musgrave advised that the planning 
application site is in his ward (Appleton Roebuck and Church Fenton), and that he 
had attended meetings of Saxton and Ulleskelf Parish Councils where he had 
observed a presentation by Screen Yorkshire which related to the application. He 
confirmed that he entered the meeting with an open mind. 
 
 
17. CHAIR’S ADDRESS TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
The Chair welcomed members of the committee, officers and members of the public. 
He thanked members and officers for their attendance and assistance in arranging 
the special meeting. 
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18. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
18.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Senior Planning Officer presented the report which was brought before the 
Planning Committee as the application had received more than ten representations. 
The Officer also noted the Officer Update that had been circulated prior to the 
meeting, which included an additional two representations. 
 
The application proposal is for temporary planning permission, for a period of five 
years, for use of land and buildings for commercial film-making and ancillary uses 
alongside the continued use of the site for aviation uses with resumption at the end of 
the period back to the site's current aviation use. The proposed scheme would not 
result in a detrimental impact on the character of the open countryside and would not 
result in any further encroachment into the open countryside over and above that 
which currently exists. The design, scale and layout of the proposed scheme are 
considered to be acceptable. Impacts of acknowledged importance such as 
sustainability, residential amenity, drainage and flood risk, heritage assets, 
contamination, nature conservation and impact on the highway network are all 
considered acceptable subject to appropriate conditions. 
 
It is also considered that the proposal would result in wider economic benefits and 
job creation opportunities and that these factors lend substantial weight in favour of 
the proposal. 
 
The application site covers an area of approximately 27 hectares to the east of Busk 
Lane, and comprises land and buildings that were formerly part of the RAF Church 
Fenton airbase which was established in the 1930s. Traffic to the site would not be 
from one single point of origin or to one single destination, and it was noted that film 
production companies have significant experience of routing associated traffic 
appropriately within and around rural communities. 
 
At this point the Chair introduced Gary Lumb from North Yorkshire County Council 
Highways, who was able to answer questions from the Committee relating to traffic 
and highway matters. The Officer confirmed that Saxton village was subject to an 
environmental traffic weight limit and that signage could be reviewed if required. 
 
Councillor Janet Marshall spoke against the application on behalf of Saxton Parish 
Council. 
 
Councillor Keith Ellis, Selby District Council ward member for Appleton Roebuck and 
Church Fenton, spoke in support of the application. 
 

Application: 2015/0588/COU  
Location: RAF Church Fenton, Busk Lane, Church Fenton  
Proposal Application for temporary planning permission for a         

land and buildings for commercial film-making and     
use of the site for aviation uses with resumption at t         
site’s current aviation use.. 
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Sally Joynson from Screen Yorkshire spoke on behalf of the applicant. 
 
Committee members considered the application and put questions to the Senior 
Planning Officer and the Highways Officer. It was confirmed that an advisory note 
can be added regarding film production companies being asked to direct traffic away 
from Saxton village. It was also confirmed that any repairs to the highway that may 
be required as a result of additional vehicle movements would be repaired as 
needed, and that the condition requiring a Highway Condition Survey could be 
relevant to any subsequent planning applications. 
 
 
RESOLVED: 

To APPROVE the planning application subject to the conditions in 
paragraph 2.17 of the officer’s report with delegated authority given to 
officers to add an advisory note to the decision notice in respect of 
traffic signage. 

 
 
 

The Chair closed the meeting at 4.34 p.m. 


