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Selby District Council is an excellent authority and the most improved local council
in the whole country – that’s the verdict of an independent review into the way
the council runs services carried out recently by the Audit Commission.

They looked at the services delivered, how these are organised to make sure they’re meeting
the needs of people living in the district, how decisions are made and how well the council uses
its resources.  The same assessment was carried out back in 2004, after which the Council
received a ‘weak’ rating.  But now it’s gone from that to being rated as ‘excellent’.  Only one
other Council has ever managed to achieve the same level of improvement between inspections,
but Selby’s overall score is higher.

The Council’s innovative work to deliver new affordable homes for families in the district was
one of the key successes picked up by the review team.  Other good work highlighted included
the work to build a new civic centre and hospital complex in Selby, the success in working
alongside the Police and others on community safety issues, the work to make it easier for
residents to access services and information, the development of recycling and environment
services and the work with others to support regeneration.

Leader of the Council, Cllr Mark Crane, told Open Door that the Council
would continue to look for further improvements, “Far from being
the end of the story, I’m confident we’ll go on from this to achieve
even better results in the future.  It’s a great base on which to build”.

More information can be found on-line: www.selby.gov.uk
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The New Year has seen us “upping the pace” on our decent homes programme.
Hobson and Porter are nearing the end of their work in Kellington and Fairburn, and are already preparing
to start on their next phase of work, comprising properties in Barlow, Burn, Camblesforth, Carlton, Cliffe,
Drax/Long Drax, Eggborough, Hemingbrough, Hensall, Hirst Courtney/Temple Hirst, Newland and West
Haddesley.
They recently held an open day at the Drax Sports Club, which was well attended and very well received.
Lovell are well underway with their next phase of work to the north and west of Selby, and we are already
in discussions about the next schedule of work.
SDC officers are carrying out surveys over the coming months in the remaining areas, using their PDAs
and our newly developed software. The information they gather feeds directly into our asset management
system, which then performs the Decent homes assessment.
This will allow us to plan and schedule all the work required to meet the decent homes standard.

Cllr Gillian Ivey -
Chair Social Board

Decent Homes at 20/02/2009

Worked on now Decent, 249
Current Schemes  remaining, 49

Non-Decent: work still required, 1205

Refusals, 31 Decent: no work required, 1623

Paul Burton
Chair.

Decent: no work required 1623
Refusals 31
Worked on now Decent 249
Current Schemes remaining 49
Non-Decent: work still required 1205
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Over the coming months the committee will be going
through the information that was received via the
questionnaire which was sent out to every dwelling
on the estate.   I will make sure the results are
displayed in the post office window.
The committee will take this information and
incorporate it into the TARAs work plan for action to
be taken and would like to think that any new
committee in the future will ensure that this task is
done every 3 to 4 years as I believe it is your views
that the TARA should be working towards.
In the meantime we have changed our meetings
from every 3rd Monday in the month and will now
meet at the Cunliffe Centre every 6 weeks this will
ensure the committee has adequate time to complete
work that it has been tasked with and dates are as
below.
We are still growing in numbers and now have 30 to

40 people who attend regularly however I would
really like to see more of you there and would
welcome all new people along to our meetings.
One last thing just hot of the press which concerns
all you people out there who suffered from the floods
we now have it in writing from Yorkshire Water that
the main sewer on the estate will be de-silted every
6 months January 09 being the first.  This has been
a long up hill battle to get an agreement  but at long
last we have succeeded.
I look forward to seeing more of you over the coming
months.
Dates for future meetings  are on page 7 and our
Coffee Mornings are on the Saturday 25th April 2009
and Saturday 13th June 2009 from 10 am at the
Cunliffe Centre, Petre Avenue, Selby.
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YOU SAID Action Responsible Officer

Trees needing
maintenance

Action to be taken to
maintain current trees

SDC

WE DID:

Issue Action Progress

Windmill Rise

Calcaria House
Ash Tree Walk

Overgrown tree in front of one
property;
Overgrown trees on the footpath;
Overgrown Willow Tree opposite
a property;

Completed

Holly Tree Walk Removal of dead tree. Completed.

Apple Tree Walk Overgrown tree Completed

Windmill Rise 3 no. overgrown conifers to rear
of property

Completed.

Ashtree Walk/Stutton
Road

Overgrown hedge (on Sam
Smiths side)

Ongoing

Field Drive Overgrown hedges Completed.

Miscellaneous shrubs
and turf

Strip out and rebed with shrubs
and some turfing

To be carried out in
spring 2009

This year we are including window boxes, containers and
hanging baskets.
There will be a 1st and 2nd prize, of supermarket vouchers,
for gardens of £50 and £30 and a 1st and 2nd prize
supermarket vouchers for window boxes, containers and
hanging baskets of £40 and £20

STUTTON ROAD
CONSULTATION ACTION PLAN

Completed.
Completed.
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The Government is working with all major
retailers who sell light bulbs, the lighting
industry and UK energy suppliers to phase out
traditional energy guzzling bulbs, replacing them
with energy efficient light bulbs (CFLs).
The traditional light bulb has not changed for
over a hundred years since Edison and Swan -
the time of Queen Victoria - and these bulbs
waste 95% of electricity as heat.
Are these bulbs bad for my health?
Energy efficient light bulbs are not a danger to
the public.

Like many household products, they must be
disposed of sensibly. Although they contain
mercury, it cannot escape from a lamp that is
intact. In any case, the very small amount
contained in an energy efficient bulb is unlikely
to cause harm even if the lamp should be broken.
(Source - Defra)
These types of light bulbs should not be
disposed of in your refuse bin but they can be
taken to the nearest Household Waste and
Recycling Centre for disposal.

Over the past six months the council and the Major Works Group
members have developed a work plan for 2009; this includes the
monitoring and performance of current and future contacts and
contractors with the housing programme.

In February we dealt with all aspects of Decent Homes work
including legislation, Mots and how Support Services fit into the
process.  In addition we also covered issues around gutter clearing
and gardening.  Last month we dealt with Health and Safety issues
around replacement windows and fuse boxes, budgets for planned,
cyclical and decent homes work as well as our usual items such
as satisfaction surveys.

A new initiative to be undertaken by Selby District Council are
annual MOT inspections of all there social housing stock to monitor
repairs and maintenance.

Dave Minter
Chair

From the 1st April 2009, the new
scheme Gas Safe Register™, will be
the official gas safety watchdog in
England, Scotland and
Wales. National gas safety
organisation CORGI will cease to
provide registration for gas
services on the 31st March 2009.

A newly formed division of the
Capita Group, Capita Gas
Registration and Ancillary Services
Ltd will deliver the Gas Safe
Register™ scheme as part of a ten
year contract with the Health and
Safety Executive (HSE).

The key area of focus for Gas Safe

Register™ will be the promotion of
gas safety awareness for
consumers. In addition to
providing a simple service for
consumers to find local registered
gas installers, Gas Safe Register™
will deliver a range of education
and awareness campaigns,
covering the significance of using
registered gas installers and the
importance of regular gas
servicing to equip consumers with
the knowledge and confidence to
make informed decisions on gas
safety matters.
Registration will be a legal
obligation for domestic,

commercial and industrial gas
services and engineers, who must
be registered under the new
scheme from the 1st April 2009.
All of PH Jones Limited’s gas and
central heating engineers are
registered and approved by the
existing CORGI scheme and PH
Jones is already working with the
new service provider, Gas Safe
Register™ to ensure a smooth
transition to the new scheme.

A high profile campaign will be
launched from early March 2009
to inform the public about the
change.

The New logo for Gas Safe Register,
to replace Corgi on the 1st April 2009

Tuesday 14th April 2009
at 2.00 pm at the Westfield Court
Community Centre, Eggborough
Tuesday 12th May  2009
at 2.00 pm at the Westfield Court
Community Centre, Eggborough
Tuesday 9th June 2009
at 2.00 pm at the
Cunliffe/Coultish Centre, Selby

Everyone is welcome and anyone
wishing to attend any of the
above meetings may do so as an
Observer.

If anyone wishes to join the Major
Works Group then they need to
contact Julie Tordoff on 01757
292270 or by email:
jtordoff@selby.gov.uk

We’ll cover you against life’s little accidents
No one likes to think about things going wrong. But it’s good to have a plan in place just
in case they do. After all, could you afford to replace your possessions in the event of a
fire, theft, flood or accident?

At least our contents insurance is affordable. Cover starts from just £0.75p weekly (for
tenants aged 60 and over and in receipt of a state pension) from just £1.13 weekly for all
other tenants and is provided by one of the UK’s leading insurers, Royal & Sun alliance plc.
So you get a great deal and complete peace of mind.

Pick up an application form today
from your local Housing Office

Simple
Low cost contents
insursance for tenats

S E L B Y
D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L
M o v i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  p u r p o s e

ENJOY
COMPLETE

PEACE OF MIND

FROM ONLY

£1.13
A WEEK
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 The entries will be judged in two groups:  Under
10 year olds and the over 10 year olds.  Please
send your entries to:  Julie Tordoff, Civic Centre,
Portholme Road, Selby YO8 4SB stating your
Name, Address and Age.

The Winners will
receive an Easter Egg

Closing Date for Entries is 15th May 2009
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Sherburn

Tuesday 2nd June 09 @ 12.30 pm
Location:  Outside Sherburn Library
Tuesday 1st Sept 09 @ 12.30 pm
Location:  Outside Sherburn Library
Tuesday 1st Dec 09 @ 12.30 pm
Location:  Outside Sherburn Library

Tadcaster

Friday 12th June 09 @ 10am
Location: Tadcaster office
Friday 11th Sept 09 @ 10 am
Location: Tadcaster office
Friday 11th December 09 @ 10 am
Location: Tadcaster office

Abbots Road estate

Friday 5th June 09 @ 9.30 am
Location:  Cunliffe Centre, Petre Ave, Selby
Friday 4th September 09 @ 9.30 am
Location:  Cunliffe Centre, Petre Ave, Selby
Friday 4th December 09 @ 9.30 am
Location:  Cunliffe Centre, Petre Ave, Selby

Byram estate

Wed.  3rd June 09 @ 10.30 am
Location: Outside
Byram Park Rd Maisonettes
Wed. 2nd September 09 @ 10.30 am
Location:  Outside
Byram Park Rd Maisonettes
Wed.  2nd December 09 @ 10.30 am
Location:  Outside
Byram Park Rd Maisonettes

Selby
Flaxley Road estate

Friday 5th June 09 @ 10 am
Location: Coultish Centre, Selby
Friday 4th September 09 @ 10 am
Location:  Coultish Centre, Selby
Friday 4th December 09 ) 10 am
Location: Coultish Centre, Selby

Your rent has been calculated using the Government
formula (see below).  This year SDC increases were set at
6.1% against a government guideline of 6.2%
Each year the Department of Communities and Local
Government, (DCLG) suggests a “guideline” rent level to
which councils should move their present rents in order
to help them eventually reach their formula rents, a rent
level comparable with those of Registered Social Landlords.
DCLG provide guidance on how rents should be set. The
formula for calculating rents for local authorities varies
per individual property type. The maximum rent increase
formula can calculate is RPI + 0.5% plus £2 per week. The
reference point for RPI is the September in the year
preceding the start of the financial year to 31 March. For
2009/10 in addition to the maximum increase allowable
against the formula rent, Ministers have stated that the
average weekly rent should not exceed a 7% increase over
the 2008/09 average rent.



If you need this newsletter in any other
format or language – please contact
Julie Tordoff – 01757 292270.

voucher

The winner
will receive a

£20
Result:  Mrs Green from Tadcaster correctly identified the Winter
edition photo as being the Cross Keys at Hillam.
If you know the location of this edition’s “spot the mystery
location” photo below then please send your name, address,
telephone number and your answer on a postcard to:
Selby District Council Housing Services,
Portholme Road, Selby. YO8 4SB
or Telephone the Housing Policy Team on 01757 292 270.
Closing date for entries is the
15th May 2009.
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To discuss your rent
• Housing Services

01757 292270
• To report a repair

01757 292125

Selby
Council
Contacts:
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Dates of future meetings:
Tuesday 21st April  7.00 – 9.00 pm  -
Cunliffe Centre, Petre Avenue, Selby -
Agenda:  Choice Based Lettings; Voids
Policy and Procedure, Budget
• We provide free transport to meetings.

 Ring Julie Tordoff on 01757 292 270
to book your place.

• We will pay your mileage expenses to
and from tenants meetings

• There is free tea, coffee and biscuits at
every meeting

You can email the Tenants’ Forum:
tenantsforum@selby.gov.uk


