
            The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – 

Chairman of Selby District 

Council and District 

Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

Over Autumn and Christmas has been the busiest 

period for me as Chairman so far. I had over forty 

Civic engagements on top of my responsibilities 

as a District Councillor. I have continued raising 

money for my chosen charities Save the Children 

and Peter Pan Nursery as well as attending 

Remembrance Centenary events, screenings, 

Civic events and, as we moved toward Christmas, 

seasonal events including school nativities and Christmas markets. I have also spent 

a lot of time organising what will be the biggest event of my year in office, The 

Chairman’s Charity Gala Concert on Saturday 16th March 2019. 

 

 

25th October 2018 

 

My wife took charge of 

organising a Charity 

Fashion Show at M&Co 

in Selby.  The event was 

sold out and the 

attendees got to see the 

latest line of fashions 

from the store while 

enjoying refreshments. 

Including ticket sales, 

donations and a raffle, 

over £300 was raised 

and everyone had a 

great time.   

 

 



26th October 2018 

The Friday night we attended a local pub quiz. Eleven teams from pubs in the 

Sherburn area took part in Elmet Lions annual pub quiz. Teams had to answer 100 

questions in a 30 minute slot, and the winning team was The Oddfellows Arms in 

Sherburn, who last won two years ago, and who this year answered 84 questions 

correctly. Runners up were Fenton Flyer of Church Fenton, with 80 correct answers, 

followed by The Greyhound in Saxton with a score of 78. 

 

 

4th November 2018 

On the Sunday before Armistice Sunday we attended the 

annual memorial service at our local church, All Saints 

Church in Sherburn in Elmet. The evening was very well 

attended. 

 

 

 

 

7th November 2018 

The following week I attended 

the third anniversary of the 

Selby branch of the University 

of the Third Age at Selby Town 

Hall. I was very pleased to 

support the success of the 

U3A and see displays of group 

projects and performances 

from music groups. I was 

joined by the Mayor of Selby 

Town, Eva lambert who was 

also there to support the 

group.   

 

 

 



9th November 2018 

On the Friday I visited the Popplewell Centre in 

Sherburn in Elmet to meet Council residents and find 

out their concerns as tenants. We also invited the 

tenants to the Selby District Council Christmas Party on 

the 11th of December – an event that will show tenants 

our appreciation as well as offering a platform to air any 

views. 

 

 

 

10th November 2018 

The next day my wife 

and I attended the Eve 

of the End of Centenary 

Dinner at the Spa Hotel 

in Ripon, in aid of the 

Army Benevolent Fund, 

hosted by the Mayor of 

Harrogate, Councillor 

Bernard Bateman and 

the Chairman of North 

Yorkshire County 

Council, Councillor 

Robert Windass along 

with the Chairman of the 

British Legion Ripon 

Branch, Jeet Bahadur 

Sahi. Singer Maria Manchester provided the entertainment and Johnny Wardle, 

former Commanding Officer for Scotland gave reflections on World War One with the 

Commanding Officer of the Army Foundation College, Colonel Richard Hall MBE 

reminding us why we gathered together that evening. The ABF ensures service 

personnel wounded in action receive the support they need and we were very 

pleased to support this event and reverent of the event commemorated. 

 

 

 



11th November 2018 

On the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday I 

attended the blessing of the Parish Memorial 

Garden in Barlby. The Reverend Graham Horner 

blessed the garden which had been designed to 

commemorate the end of WW1 and is dedicated 

to all those who have served their county in 

times of conflict. A reception was held by Barlby 

and Osgodby Town Council in the Community 

after the ceremony. 

 

11th November 2018 

Later I attended the Centenary Remembrance service in Selby Abbey and laid a 

wreath to remember the fallen. This 

service was incredibly well attended 

with over 1000 people filing into the 

Abbey to pay their respects, among 

them the Mayor of Selby, the North 

Yorkshire County Council Chairman 

and the Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner, Julia Mulligan. I then 

laid a wreath in Selby Park at the War 

Memorial in memory of those who 

gave their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11th November 2018 

In the evening, Sherburn 

participated in the Lighting of 

the Beacons Ceremony to 

celebrate the Centenary. To 

mark and commemorate the 

end of the First World War, 

the Sherburn White Rose 

Football Club lit their beacon 

in memory of the brave 

soldiers and was the first 

post in the County to do so. 

 

13th November 2018 

The following week we were fortunate enough to 

attend the Minster FM Listener Choice Awards 

2018. We were pleased to see lots of Selby 

businesses receive awards and I was privileged 

to present The Selby Town Enterprise 

Partnership Best Selby Shop to Heaven and 

Home.   

 

 

27th November 2018 

We gathered at Selby Town Hall for a 

screening of “Four Mums in a Boat”. This 

award winning documentary features four 

women from the District who rowed across 

the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to 

raise money for Selby Charity EmPeople. 

Emily Spinks, who has autism, was the 

inspiration for the charity set up by her mum 

Andrea one of the rowers. The film showed 

their epic journey and was a very inspiring story. We also got to meet the rowers 

after the screening and have a Q&A and buy signed copies of their corresponding 

book. 

 



29th November 2018 

That Thursday I attended the Civic Centre in Selby to give the opening speech at 

North Yorkshire County Council’s Looked After Children and Care Leaver’s Strategy 

Launch Event. NYCC detailed how Councils and agencies can work together to 

provide the best for children in care and what is being agreed and worked on to 

ensure this happens. It was especially useful to have young people present to give 

their opinions as service users. 

 

30th November 2018 

During the day we attended Normanton Christmas market where there were stalls, 

entertainment, children’s rides and Santa’s grotto. In the evening we headed to 

Goole for the Christmas 

Lights Switch-On 2018. 

We were welcomed by 

the Mayor of Goole, 

Councillor Richard Walker 

and joined in with carols 

before watching a 

performance by local 

children from Marshlands 

Primary School. The 

Mayor then switched on 

the lights with the help of 

the pantomime dame 

from a local production of Sleeping Beauty. 

 

 

1st December 2018 

On the first of December I opened the Peter Pan 

Nursey Christmas Fair. Peter Pan Nursery is a 

nursery school for children in the District with 

disabilities and I am proud to have chosen them 

as one of my charities to support this year as they 

provide such excellent care. The Christmas Fair 

raised an amazing £687 which is excellent news 

for the nursery which relies on donations. 

 



2nd December 2018 

The following day I was invited to attend 

the Christmas Market in Tadcaster by the 

Mayor of Tadcaster, and fellow District 

Councillor Don Mackay. The market 

celebrated its 16th anniversary and keeps 

going from strength to strength. Minster 

FM were live from the town and thousands 

of visitors showed up to enjoy stalls, street 

food, music and a Santa’s Grotto. I am 

very pleased to see that Tadcaster has 

made such a good recovery from the 

disastrous flood of 2015 to become a popular, thriving town again. 

 

6th December 2018 

On the Thursday I opened the Wartime Christmas Charity Event at The Dintingdale 

Restaurant on Scarthingwell Golf Course. The evening was in aid of Help for Heroes 

and Peter Pan Nursery and featured wartime themed entertainment, singers, food 

and quizzes to celebrate the centenary of World War One. The evening made a lot of 

money for the charities and we were fortunate enough to meet David Routledge, a 

co-ordinator with Help for Heroes who invited us to meet recovering heroes at the 

Catterick Recovery Centre. 

 

7th December 2018 

During the day I visited Athelstan Primary School in Sherburn in Elmet to see their 

Christmas Show. The children and staff had worked very hard to give a spectacular 

festive performance and I was very 

proud to show my support for this 

wonderful local school. In the evening 

my wife and I attended a wine tasting 

event hosted by the Mayor and 

Mayoress of Morley, Councillor Roger 

and Mrs Christine Bell. The event was 

held at Thornfield House in Morley 

and excellent food drink and 

entertainment was provided. The 

event was held in aid of the Mayor’s 

charity and benefitted a young girl 

who needed funded for special care.   



8th December 2018 

That weekend we visited the Christmas Craft Fair held at the Old Girls’ School in 

Sherburn. There were mince pies and mulled wine as well as a wonderful range of 

stalls with a variety of vintage and handmade gifts and cards from local craftspeople. 

I also attended a concert at 

Selby Abbey. Councillor 

Lambert, the Mayor of 

Selby was also in 

attendance and we were 

delighted to see money 

raised for the Abbey to 

repair the roof. The 

Fairburn Singers performed 

at the event. Fairburn 

Singers are a local 40 

strong choir which 

celebrated 25 years in 2015 

and they donated £500 that 

they raised on the evening 

to Myeloma UK.   

9th December 2018 

The next day we attended a 

Christmas Charity Lunch hosted 

by Councillor Robert Windass, the 

Chairman of North Yorkshire 

County Council and Councillor 

Bernard Bateman, the Mayor of 

Harrogate at the Royal Baths 

Chinese Restaurant in Harrogate. 

The money raised from the 

banquet went to support the 

Candle Lighters and the Army Benevolent Fund. 

It was great to catch up people we have now got 

to know quite well and it’s always a pleasure to 

support such wonderful charities. Later that day 

we went to the Mayor of Doncaster, Councillor 

Majid Khan’s, Civic Mayor’s Carol Service. The 

Salvation Army and The Choir from Hilltop 

Academy performed and there were several bible 

reading and a very warm welcome from the 

Mayor.  



10th December 2018 

We started sending out our official Christmas cards 

today. I chose a festive picture of All Saints Church in 

Sherburn as the cover of the card and was very pleased 

to receive lots of cards from Civic friends with festive 

photos from their Districts. 

 

11th December 2018 

Selby District Council held a 

Christmas party for their 

tenants at the Civic Centre in 

Selby to let them know how 

much they are valued. It was 

a great opportunity to meet 

local residents and find out 

about their experiences, 

positive and negative with the 

Council and look for ways we 

can improve our service.  

 

12th December 2018 

During the day we held a Christmas jumper 

dress down day at the Council Offices. Staff 

were encouraged to wear their best 

Christmas jump and prizes were awarded for 

those who made the best efforts. I also 

brought in festive food to sell and we held a 

raffle. It was great to see everyone getting 

into the Christmas spirit and people were so 

generous with their donations that over £750 

was raised for my charities. 

That evening we attended Brass and Voices at St 

Olaves in York and hosted by the Sheriff of York, 

Verna Campbell. The concert featured performances 

from Tutti Amici, a successful youth choir and The 

Shepherd Group Youth Band, a local brass band 

who have had success all over the country and will 

be embarking on an overseas tour in 2019. 



13th December 2018 

On the Thursday I started the day by visiting Osborne House, a care home in Selby 

run by Crown Care. I took Christmas gifts and enjoyed spending time with staff and 

residents discussing local issues and my role as Chairman.  

I later attended the nativity play at the Methodist Church put on by pupils of Hungate 

School in Sherburn. The children and teachers had clearly put a lot of effort into 

putting on a brilliant show and it really put us in the Christmas spirit.  

That evening we went to Normanton for 

the Town Council’s Christmas 

Celebration. We caught up with our 

friend, the Mayor, Councillor Denton 

Jones and visited the Parish Church to 

see performances from The Salvation 

Army Band, White Rose Male Voice 

Praise and Altofts Junior School Choir. 

The event was in conjunctions with the 

Normanton and District Lions. 

 

14th December 2018 

I had an early start visiting the Royal Mail 

Sorting Office on Micklegate in Selby along 

with the Leader of the Council, Councillor 

Mark Crane and Janet Waggott, the Chief 

Executive. We wanted to show our 

appreciation for the extra work the Royal 

Mail staff take on at Christmas and see 

behind the scenes at the very busy office. 

After that I visited another residential home 

in Selby, Firth House, run by Anchor and brought gifts to the residents. I spoke to 

them about their concerns and let them know about the work we are doing at the 

Council.  

Later on we attended the 26th Annual Awards Evening for Selby College, held at 

Selby Abbey. We celebrated the successes of A Level and Vocational students as 

they received awards for Effort & Achievement or Best Student in their respective 

courses, as well as a number of special Unique Awards. Some staff members also 

received their awards for long service. There was also a musical performance from 

an ex student and presentations from current staff and students. Selby College is 

one of England’s top performing colleges and it was a privilege to celebrate its 

success.  



16th December 2018 

Sunday was a very special day spent in 

the company of the Chairman of East 

Riding of Yorkshire Council, Councillor 

Margaret Chadwick at her Christmas 

Pantomime and Civic Dinner. We got to 

see Jack and the Beanstalk starring 

Marina Sirtis at Bridlington Spa on 

Marine Drive, Bridlington. We were then 

treated to a Civic Dinner and had chance 

to take part in a raffle to raise money for 

Councillor Chadwick’s chosen charity, 

Marie Curie. We had a fantastic day and 

are pleased to be making connections 

with Councils further afield.  

 

 

18th December 2018 

On the Tuesday afternoon I held Christmas drinks and nibbles for staff at the Civic 

Centre in Selby. This was to say thank you on behalf of the Councillors for all the 

hard work staff do and the support they offer and also gave me the opportunity to 

speak with officers I hadn’t yet had a chance to get to know. Later on we held a full 

Council meeting for all Councillors to hear annual reports from the Executive and our 

Committees and many colleagues stayed afterwards for Christmas drinks and 

snacks. 



19th December 2018 

The following day I visited more residential care 

homes in the District; Westwood in Selby, 

Hambleton 

Court Care 

Home in 

Hambleton and 

Riccall House 

Care Home. 

Again it was a pleasure to meet residents and 

have their perspective on a range of local issues 

but to also talk about family and Christmas 

plans; we even joined in with a sing along 

Christmas Concert at Riccall.   

In the evening we went to Sherburn High School to see their production of Joseph 

and the Technicolour Dreamcoat. The pupils were fantastic, we could really see the 

time and effort put in to getting the performances and set just right by students and 

teachers. We also took part in a raffle to raise money for the school and are very 

proud to support local facilities. 

 

20th December 2018 

As part of the Elmet Lions, I dressed up as an elf to help Santa visit the streets 

around Sherburn on his sleigh. The Lions are a group of volunteers who raise money 

to help the local community on a variety of projects. We had a lot of fun riding around 

the streets, waving to everyone and collecting donations for a very worthy cause. 

 

21st December 2018 

My final care home visit of the year was to 

Meadow Lodge in Kellington and then we 

made our way to York to meet the Sheriff of 

York, Verna Campbell for the Sheriff’s Riding. 

The Sheriff’s riding is a centuries old custom 

going back to when York was fully contained 

within the city walls. After dusk on the 21st of 

December the Sheriff’s party is accompanied 

to the York Waits in their livery and then they 

process around the city gates.  



The Sheriff gives a proclamation 

and ‘thieves, dice players and 

other unthrifty folk’ are welcomed 

into the city for the twelve days of 

Christmas. Of course this tradition 

is not needed anymore but the 

Sheriff continues with it as a 

spectacle and as an opportunity to 

raise money for charity. After the 

procession we were welcomed into 

the Mansion House for drinks and 

to meet other Civic Heads.   

 

24th December 2018 

My final engagement before Christmas was a Children’s Crib Service at Selby Abbey 

run by Canon John Weetman. There was a very large turnout, the Abbey was almost 

full and it was lovely to see so many families turning out in the cold to be involved 

and celebrate Christmas together. 


