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We think Selby is a great place but there’s always more to do. Alongside our longer term plans 
for the district and services, this consultation asks for your views on our draft budget from 
April 2020 to March 2021. It’s important that you have your say on our proposals because 
the final budget will determine how much we spend on the services that you receive.

We plan to spend £11.1m on General Fund and 
£5.9m on Housing Revenue Account services 
next year after taking into account the income we 
get directly from services like housing, planning, 
car parking and trade waste collection. 

In addition we plan to spend a further £2m on 
General Fund Capital projects which covers land 
acquisition, disabled facilities grants and ICT 
systems and infrastructure and improvements 
to some council-owned play areas. 

We also plan to invest a further £6.2m on 
improving and extending our housing stock with 
programmes covering energy efficiency, health 
and safety improvements, general refurbishment 
and also bringing empty homes back into use.

The aim of the budget consultation is to gather 
your views. It’s important to us that you have 
your say and help shape our budget proposals.
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Next year we anticipate that the core money we receive from 
central Government that supports the services we deliver to 
you will increase with inflation. Beyond 2020/21 however there 
remains much uncertainty about local government funding. 

2020/21 will be the first year for a decade that 
we will not see a reduction in our core funding.

We continue to receive healthy windfall sums 
in the form of Business Rates from renewable 
energy generation but we currently anticipate that 
2020/21 will be the final year. The Government is 
reviewing how this money is shared out across all 
councils in the country from April 2021. Rather 
than use the windfalls to replace funding from 
central Government, we’re investing it to grow 
our local economy, to generate more sustainable 
income to support services and to deliver savings. 

All of this means we have to be less reliant 
on central Government funding, so Council 
Tax funding is increasingly important.

We propose to increase the average Council Tax 
bill for Selby district by £5 next year. This means 
the charge for a Band D property will go up 
from £178.22 to £183.22 – that’s an increase 
of just under 10p a week. This, coupled with an 
increase in the number of properties in the district, 
will generate an additional £266k next year.  

Although it’s our name at the top of your Council 
Tax bill, the majority of your Council Tax goes to 
fund all sorts of local services including services run 
by the County Council, such as care homes and 
maintaining roads, as well as your local police, fire 
services and your local parish or town council.

Only about 10% of what you pay actually 
comes to Selby District Council. 
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What will you get for your £183.22 
per year? We run a wide range of 
services for you – here are some of the 
ones you’re most likely to use…

We collect recycling and rubbish 
from nearly 40,000 domestic and 
commercial properties -  £3.047m

Last year we had over 397,352 visits 
to our leisure centres - £357k

Last year we made decisions on 646 planning 
applications to support the homes you 
need and business growth - £1.249m

We run and maintain over 3000 Council homes 
-  £12.157m (entirely funded from rents)

Last year we had 194 cases where 
homelessness was prevented - £427k

Our environmental team work to protect you. 
Amongst other responsibilities, last year they 
carried out 346 food inspections and dealt 
with 19 complex pest control cases - £765k

During the year our customer contact 
centre received 16,048 visits and over 
115,000 calls helping you with your 
queries and questions - £628k
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With big challenges ahead we have to continue to make 
further savings to be able to deliver your services. We plan 
to save or generate £1.75m over the next year. 

Over the last 7 years we’ve saved over £6m to 
limit the costs of running services, provide even 
better value for money and continue to invest 
in the district creating more jobs and homes.  

But we are expecting things will continue to 
get tougher for us as the costs of our services 
rise faster than the funding we receive.  Over 
the next 3 years we think we’ll need to make 
savings of £2.5m from our budget. 

We’ve made great progress towards our savings 
targets, but it’s becoming increasingly difficult to 
achieve further savings when the cost to run services 
continues to increase.  We continue to work hard 
to be as efficient as possible and look for ways to 
bring in more income to support your services. 

Our approach covers three key areas.

• Transforming our business through the use 
of technology and developing our workforce 
to better meet citizen and customer needs.

• Growing our resources through investing to 
achieve growth in Council Tax and Business Rates 
and investing the Council’s cash balances wisely 
as well as charging for services, trading externally.

• Commissioning from and with partners to 
achieve shared efficiencies and reduce the 
demand for public sector services. We continue 
to take positive steps working alongside 
your County Council sharing resources – 
providing a better deal for your Council Tax.

A key part of the Council’s approach to balancing 
its revenue budget is the investment in economic 
growth to drive growth in Council Tax and 
Business Rates. The reason for this is that the 
monies received will be used to reduce the gap 
between service costs and core funding.
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By March 2020 we’ll have total reserves of £46m 
but nearly half of this money is restricted.  Capital 
reserves cannot be used to pay for service running 
costs.  Housing Revenue Account reserves can 
only be used for the Council’s housing service, for 
example to pay for improvements to council-owned 
homes and  the monies we receive from developers 
as part of the planning process (Section 106 sums 
and Community Infrastructure Levies) can only 
be used for the purposes they were levied for. 

The rest of the money is set aside to cover specific 
things like contract payments for a housing Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI) scheme, ICT systems and 
necessary works to our buildings and car parks, 
or is set aside help to manage financial risk. 

During 2020/21 we expect our reserves to 
increase overall by just over £650k but this 
is dependent upon the income and spending 
proposals within the draft budget. 

Despite the financial challenges we face, we’re in good shape as we take a long 
term view of our money and make sure we plan well ahead.  We use reserves 
to help us manage risk – setting aside money to deal with emergencies, 
saving up for larger items or investing in long term projects.

£650k 
reserve 
increase£46m 

total reserves 
by March 2020



6
We’ve been fortunate to benefit from some substantial windfalls 
over the last few years and we’ve used this money to pay off 
debt and reduce costs and also to invest in projects which aim 
to drive business and housing growth in the district.

The Programme for Growth aims to support the 
objectives set out in our Council Plan. The cross-
cutting projects are designed to ‘make Selby a 
great place’ which in turn helps us to drive business 
and housing growth in the district. This growth 
generates more Council Tax and Business Rates 
income, which can be reinvested in services, 
making us more self-sufficient as government 
funding reduces over time.  From 2020/21, in 
addition to our General Fund, housing service 
budgets and capital projects, we plan to invest a 
further £8.5m in our Programme for Growth.

The key projects we are considering for 
the next round of spending include:

• Projects to improve our town centres.

• Build on the work delivered on the 
visitor economy and place branding to 
help further promote the District.

• Continuing support for local businesses.

• Funding low carbon initiatives.

• Delivery of new housing.
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You can read the draft 
budget report and see the 
supporting information to help 
you develop your comments. 

What do you think about the 
way we spend your money?

Do you agree with the way the 
Council has allocated its budget?

If not:
• What else would you prioritise? 
• and, to ensure we balance the 

books and deliver services….
what savings would you make?

Complete our online survey

in writing: Budget consultation, Civic Centre, Doncaster Road, Selby YO8 9FT

Get involved

https://www.selby.gov.uk/budget-consultation-2019
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