
Selby District Council 
 

CHURCH FENTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: 
POST-EXAMINATION DECISION STATEMENT 

 
Regulation 18 of the Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 
 

 
This document is the decision statement required to be prepared under Regulation 
18(2) of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended). It sets out the 
Council’s response to each of the recommendations contained within the Report to 
Selby District Council of the independent examination of the Church Fenton 
Neighbourhood Plan (“the Plan”) by independent Examiner Mr Andrew Ashcroft, which 
was submitted to the Council on 9th October 2020. 
 
This decision statement and the Independent Examiner’s Report can be viewed online 
at www.selby.gov.uk/church-fenton-neighbourhood-development-plan. Paper copies 
can be obtained by contacting: 
 
Selby District Council Email: 

Telephone: 
localplan@selby.gov.uk 
01757-705101 
 

Church Fenton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Working Group 

Email: 
Telephone: 

sarahchester@sky.com 
07834097872 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), Selby District 

Council (“the Council”) has a statutory duty to assist communities in the 
preparation of neighbourhood (development) plans and to take plans through a 
process of examination and referendum. The Localism Act 2011 (Part 6, 
Chapter 3) sets out the Local Planning Authority’s responsibilities under 
neighbourhood planning. 

 
1.2 This statement confirms that the modifications proposed by the Examiner’s 

Report have been considered and accepted and that subject to making the 
recommended modifications (and other minor modifications) the Plan may now 
be submitted to referendum. 

 
1.3 The Church Fenton Neighbourhood Plan relates to the area that was 

designated by the Council as a Neighbourhood Area in November 2016. This 
area is conterminous with the boundary of the parish of Church Fenton and is 
entirely within the Local Planning Authority’s area. 

 
1.4 Church Fenton Parish Council undertook consultation on its pre-submission 

draft in accordance with Regulation 14. This consultation took place between 
7th April and 31st May 2019. 

 



1.5 Following the submission of the Church Fenton Neighbourhood Plan to the 
Council in October 2020, the Council publicised the draft Plan for an eight week 
period and representations were invited in accordance with Regulation 16. The 
consultation took place between 18th December 2020 and 12th February 2021. 

 
2.0 INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION 

 
2.1 The Council appointed Mr Andrew Ashcroft BA (Hons) MA, DMS, MRPTI, with 

the consent of Church Fenton Parish Council, to undertake the independent 
examination of the Church Fenton Neighbourhood Plan and to prepare a report 
of the independent examination. 

 
2.2 The Examiner examined the Plan by way of written representations supported 

by an unaccompanied site visit of the Neighbourhood Plan Area on 3rd March 
2021. 

 
2.3 The Examiner’s Report was formally submitted on 5th May 2021. The Report 

concludes that subject to making modifications recommended by the Examiner, 
the Plan meets the basic conditions set out in the legislation and should 
proceed to referendum. The Examiner also recommends that the referendum 
area should be the same as the designated Neighbourhood Area, which is the 
same as the administrative boundary for Church Fenton parish. 

 
2.4 Following receipt of the Examiner’s report, legislation requires that the Council 

consider each of the modifications recommended, the reasons for them, and 
decide what action to take. The Council is also required to consider whether to 
extend the area to which the referendum is to take place. 

 
3.0 DECISION AND REASONS 
 
3.1 Having considered each of the recommendations made in the Examiner’s 

Report and the reasons for them, the Council has decided to accept all of the 
Examiner’s recommended modifications to the draft Plan. These are set out in 
Table 1 below. 

 
3.2 The Council considers that, subject to the modifications being made to the Plan 

as set out in Table 1 below, the Church Fenton Neighbourhood Plan meets the 
basic conditions mentioned in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) is compatible with the Convention 
rights and meets the requirements of paragraph 8(1) of Schedule 4B of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). 

 
3.3 As a consequence of the required modifications, the Church Fenton will be 

modified accordingly, for it then to proceed to referendum. 
 
3.4 The Examiner recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to 

a referendum based on the designated Neighbourhood Area. The Council has 
considered this recommendation and the reasons for it and has decided to 
accept it. The referendum area for the final Church Fenton Neighbourhood Plan 
will therefore be based on the Church Fenton Parish Neighbourhood Area. 



 
3.5 This decision statement is dated 10th June 2021 and has been approved by the 

Director of Economic Regeneration and Place, in consultation with the Lead 
Councillor for Place Shaping. 

 
 Other information: 
 
 The Neighbourhood Plan document will be updated to incorporate all the 

modifications required. The date for the referendum and further details will be 
publicised shortly once a date is set by the Council. 

 



 Table 1: Examiner’s Recommended Modifications 
 
Church Fenton 
NP policy 

Examiner’s 
Report ref. 

Recommended Modification CYC consideration / 
justification 

Front cover Para 7.10 On the front cover of the Plan delete ‘2020’ and 
replace with ‘2020 to 2027’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Introduction Para 7.10 At the end of the first paragraph of Section 1.3 
add: 
‘The plan period is 2020 to 2027’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

General – 
formatting of 
policies 

Para 7.14 Show all policy wording in policy boxes in bold 
type face 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy H1: Type, 
size and Scale 

Paras 7.15 – 7.23 Replace a) with: ‘appropriate to the size of 
Church Fenton and its position in the local 
settlement hierarchy’ 
 
In b) delete  ‘Not overwhelm…rather integrate’ 
with ‘integrate’ 
 
Replace the final part of the policy (beginning 
with ‘Preference will’) with: ‘Development 
proposals for community-led housing 
schemes will be particularly supported’ 
 
In paragraph 4.1 replace ‘strict’ with ‘specific’ 
 
At the end of the final paragraph of part 4.1.1 of 
the supporting text add: ‘The second part of 
Policy H1 addresses this important issue. 
Community-led housing schemes will 
traditionally be led by a local community 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



group such as the Parish Council or 
Community Land Trust’ 

Policy H2: Design 
principles 

Paras 7.24 -7.28 Replace the opening element of the policy (New 
housing…be) with: ‘New housing 
developments should comply with the 
following design principles’ 
 
In a) replace ‘one or…gardens’ with ‘and with 
appropriately-sized gardens’ 
 
In b) iv. Replace ‘Density’ with ‘The density’ 
 
Delete b) v. 
 
At the end of d) add: ‘and demonstrate how the 
design has been influenced by the need to 
plan positively to reduce crime and the fear of 
crime’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy H3: 
Location of new 
development 

Paras 7.29 – 7.30 In a) delete the second sentence 
 
In c) delete ‘in order…future flooding’ 
 
Replace d) with ‘Is capable to being 
accommodated in a safe and satisfactory way 
within the local highway network and which 
would not have an unacceptable residential 
amenity on residential properties in the 
immediate locality’ 
 
In e) delete ‘which is…tower’ 
 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



At the end of the supporting text in section 4.1.3 
(on page 18) add: ‘Policy H3 sets out the 
Plan’s response to these issues and the wider 
matter of the location of new residential 
development. It sets out a series of five 
development principles. The combined effect 
of the five principles will be that conversions, 
the development of replacement dwellings, 
the re-development of brown-field sites and 
appropriate scale development on green-field 
sites will represent the bulk of new 
development in the period up to 2027’ 

Policy AS1: 
Valuing 
community 
facilities 

Paras 7.31 -7.33  Replace the opening element of the first part of 
the policy (‘Development proposals…benefit’) 
with: ‘The Plan identifies the following 
facilities as important community facilities.  
Development proposals affecting the 
important community facilities should ensure 
that the facility is maintained or improved for 
community benefit’ 
 
Replace the opening element of the second part 
of the policy (‘The loss…. unless’) with: 
‘Development proposals which would result 
in the loss of an important community facility 
will not be supported unless:’ 
 
After criterion a) add: ‘; or’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy AS2: New 
community 
facilities 

Paras 7.34 -7.35 In the opening part of the policy delete ‘where 
these can….and engagement’ 
 
Delete the remainder of the policy 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



  
Reposition the deleted element of the policy into 
a new section of supporting text immediately after 
the policy (and to follow the style/format of the 
text associated with Policy AS1). In doing so 
remove the repetitive wording (on particular 
needs). 

Policy BE1: 
Supporting the 
small business 
economy 

Paras 7.36 -7.37  Delete the second part of the policy (beginning 
with ‘In particular’) 
 
Include an additional element of supporting text 
at the end of section 4.3.1 to read: ‘Policy BE1 
of the Plan sets out a supporting context for 
business development in the neighbourhood 
area. In relation to the need for development 
proposals to be appropriate to their locations 
particular consideration should be given to 
the effects upon residential amenity of an 
increase in traffic movements, the use of 
heavy goods vehicles, or other environmental 
impacts such as noise, light, odour or 
pollution’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy BE2: Farm 
diversification 

Paras 7.38 – 7.39 In a) replace ‘There are no’ with ‘they do not 
result in’ and ‘significant negative’ with 
‘unacceptable’  
 
In a) after ‘landscape’ add ‘or the ecological 
significance of the buildings concerned’ 
  
Add a semi colon at the end of a) 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



Replace b) with: ‘they do not result in an 
unacceptable level of heavy goods vehicles 
on rural roads; and’ 
 
In c) replace ‘There is’ with ‘they would result 
in’ 

Policy EGS1: 
Local green 
spaces 

Paras 7.40 – 7.46 Reverse the order of the policy so that the LGSs 
are listed first and then followed by the policy 
itself 
 
In the policy wording replace ‘approved’ with 
‘supported’ 
 
In proposed LGS6 delete the proposed LGS 
designations from St Mary’s House (to the 
immediate south of the Church). 
 
Amend Map 4 and the associated map in 
Appendix accordingly. 
 
Update the LGS sizes in Appendix 1 to take 
account of the Parish Council’s responses to the 
clarification note and to reflect the recommended 
modification to the areas affected by LGS6. 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy EGS3: 
Green 
infrastructure And 
corridors 

Paras 7.49 -7.51 Replace the opening part of the policy (up to the 
bullet points) with: ‘The Plan identifies River 
Wharfe regional corridor and Church Fenton 
Strategic Countryside Gap (as shown on 
Maps 5 and 9) as green corridors.  
Development proposals within or adjacent to 
the identified green corridors should 
incorporate sensitive green infrastructure 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



appropriate to their scale, nature and location, 
including:’ 
 
At the beginning of the second and third bullet 
points add ‘The’ 
 
At the beginning of the fourth bullet point replace 
‘Provide’ with ‘The provision of’ 
 
At the end of the second paragraph of section 
4.4.3 of the Plan add: ‘Development proposals 
within the Church Fenton Strategic 
Countryside Gap should also comply with 
Policy SG1 of the Selby District Local Plan 
(2005)’ 

Policy CH1: Non-
designated local 
heritage assets 

Paras 7.52 – 7.55 Replace the policy with: ‘The Plan identifies the 
following buildings as non-designated 
heritage assets: [List the buildings at this point] 
 
The effect of development proposals on the 
significance of the identified non-designated 
heritage assets should be taken into account 
in determining the application. In weighing 
applications that directly or indirectly affect 
non-designated heritage assets, a balanced 
judgement will be required having regard to 
the scale of any harm or loss and the 
significance of the heritage asset’ 
 
Remove the Hall Close positive buildings from 
Map 6 and the wider Policies Map 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



Policy CH2: 
Development in 
the historic core 

Paras 7.56 – 7.57 Replace the first and second paragraphs of the 
policy with: ‘Development proposals within the 
historic core (as identified on the Policies 
Map) or which would affect its character 
should respond to and integrate with its built 
environment. In particular development 
proposals should have regard to:’ 
 
Replace criterion b) with: ‘ensuring that 
proposals for extensions and alterations will 
be designed to respect and complement the 
original building in scale, massing, form, 
materials and detailing’ 
 
Replace criterion d) with: ‘achieving high 
quality design that respects the scale, 
massing, form and character of existing 
buildings in the immediate locality of the site 
concerned’ 
 
Replace the final paragraph of the policy 
(beginning with ‘Support will be given’) with: 
‘Development proposals which respect the 
character and appearance of the historic core 
and, where practicable improve the local 
character and design quality of Church 
Fenton, will be supported’ 
 
At the end of section 4.5.2 add as a new 
paragraph: ‘Policy CH2 comments about 
development proposals within the historic 
core of the village. it aims to ensure that any 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



new development in this part of the village 
respects its existing character and takes 
account of local vernacular details and 
building traditions. Where development 
affects listed buildings, or their setting, a 
heritage impact assessment should be 
prepared to accompany planning applications 
to assess what impact such developments 
may have upon the significance of the 
designated heritage assets’ 

Policy F1: 
Development that 
does not add to 
flood risk 

Paras 7.58 – 7.60 Replace the opening element of the policy 
(beginning with ‘Development proposals’) with: 
‘As appropriate to their scale, nature and 
location development proposals should take 
account of the following principles to ensure 
their sustainability and to reduce the risk of 
flooding:’ 
 
Replace a) delete ‘in order…. flooding’ 
 
Replace b) with: ‘The use of appropriate 
surface water management techniques for the 
site concerned’ 
 
Replace d) with: ‘The use of Sustainable 
Drainage Systems provided they are 
appropriate to the intended location and 
included arrangements for their long-term 
maintenance’ 
 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



Replace e) with: ‘Proposals are designed to 
avoid culverting and the constriction of 
watercourses and their immediate environs’ 
 
Replace f) with: ‘The construction of 
connections to the nearest point of adequate 
capacity where development is proposed in 
locations where the existing capacity in the 
local sewerage system/ or water distribution 
network is insufficient’ 

Policy NR1: 
Design, 
community and 
the landscape 

Paras 7.61 – 7.63 Delete ‘The promoter…. ensure that’ 
  
In a) delete ‘which involves…. quality of life’ 
  
In b) replace: ‘Design’ with ‘The design’ and 
‘are’ with ‘should be’ 
  
Delete c) 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

Policy NR2: 
Managing the 
impact of the 
development 
phase 

Paras 7.64 – 7.65  Delete the policy 
 
At the end of paragraph 4.7.1 add: ‘During the 
period leading up to and during construction 
through the Neighbourhood Area, the 
developer and their contractors should seek 
to limit adverse environmental impacts upon 
the community and its environment. To aid 
this aspiration, the developer should prepare 
a sustainable development policy setting out 
defining principles regarding all aspects of 
operations and how potential impacts will be 
avoided or mitigated’ 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



Monitoring and 
Review of the 
Plan 

Paras 7.69 – 7.72 Insert the following as a new section of the Plan.  
  
‘5. Monitoring and Review of the Plan 
 
5.1 The preparation of the neighbourhood 
plan has taken place within the strategic 
context provided by the Selby District Core 
Strategy that was itself adopted in November 
2013. It has also sought to take account of 
changes in national policy since that time.  
 
5.2 The Parish Council recognises that the 
plan-making process is dynamic and that 
development does not always proceed at the 
pace that was originally intended. In other 
cases, development may come forward which 
was not predicted at the time that 
development plans were adopted or made as 
appropriate. In this context, the Parish 
Council will monitor the effectiveness or 
otherwise of the implementation of the 
policies in the Plan. In addition, it will review 
the community actions on a regular basis 
together with progress on its commitment to 
progress specific actions (such as the 
potential designation of a conservation area). 
On a day-to-day basis the Parish Council will 
use the Plan’s policies as part of their task on 
commenting on new planning applications 
within the Plan period.  
 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 



5.3 The Parish Council will liaise with the 
current working group and other parishioners 
to review the wider effectiveness of the Plan. 
Where monitoring of the Plan indicates that 
development is not proceeding as anticipated, 
the Parish Council will consider undertaking a 
full or partial review of the Plan as 
appropriate. The Parish Council will assess 
the need or otherwise for a formal review of 
the Plan on a biennial basis including, but not 
limited to, the delivery of new housing, 
climate control action, and infrastructure 
requirements. Within this context it is 
acknowledged that the District Council is 
preparing a revised development plan that will 
establish the overall growth strategy up to 
2040. As such the Parish Council will use the 
first available opportunity within the biennial 
cycle to assess the implications of the 
eventual adoption of the emerging Local Plan 
and any associated need for a full or a partial 
review of policies in a made neighbourhood 
plan’ 

General Para 7.73 Modification of general text (where necessary) to 
achieve consistency with the modified policies. 

Agree with the modifications 
for the reasons set out in the 
Examiners Report 

 
 


