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We think Selby is a great place to do business, enjoy life and make a difference… but 
there’s always more to do. Delivering services with reduced funding means we have to 
be focussed on providing great value – making every pound of your Council Tax work 
even harder!  This consultation asks for your views on our draft budget from April 2019 
to March 2020. It’s important that you have your say on our proposals because the final 
budget will determine how much we spend and save on the services that you receive.

We plan to spend £12.1m on services next 
year after taking into account the income we 
get directly from services like housing, planning, 
car parking and trade waste collection. 

Over the last 7 years we’ve saved over £6m 
to limit the costs of running services. This has 
meant that we’ve been able to keep your 
Council Tax costs down and continue to invest 
in the district creating more jobs and homes.  

But things will continue to get tougher for us as the 
Government continues to reduce funding, which 
can put pressures on the services we deliver for 
you. Over the next 3 years we think we’ll need to 
make further savings of £2.3m from our budget. 

The aim of the budget consultation is to gather 
your views. It’s important to us that you have 
your say and help shape our budget proposals.
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Next year the core money we 
receive from central Government 
that supports the services we deliver 
to you continues to decrease. 

In 2019/20 we will no longer receive Revenue 
Support Grant – that was general funding 
from the government to help pay for local 
services. The amount we receive has reduced 
significantly over the last few years from 
£1.8m in 2015/16 to £0 next year.

In 2019/20 the core ‘settlement’ funding we 
expect to receive will be £2.4m - this is funded 
entirely from Business Rates collected locally.

We continue to receive healthy windfall sums 
in the form of Business Rates from renewable 
energy generation but we expect 2019/20 will 
be the final year. The government is reviewing 
how this money is shared out across all councils 
in the country from April 2020. So rather than 
use the windfalls to replace funding from central 
Government, we’re investing it to grow our local 
economy, to generate more sustainable income 
to support services and to deliver savings. 

All of this means we have to be less reliant 
on central government funding, so Council 
tax is increasingly important but we also 
know how tough it is for residents.

We propose to increase the average Council 
Tax for Selby district by £3 next year - that’s just 
1.7% which is well below the Government’s limit 
of 3% and below the current rate of inflation.

This means the charge for a Band D property will go 
up from  £175.22 to £178.22 - that’s an increase 
of just under 6p a week. This, coupled with an 
increase in the number of properties in the district 
will generate an additional £192k next year.  

Although it’s our name at the top of your Council 
Tax bill, the majority of your Council Tax goes to 
fund all sorts of local services including services run 
by the County Council, such as care homes and 
maintaining roads, as well as your local police, fire 
services and your local parish or town council.

Only about 10% of what you pay actually 
comes to Selby District Council.
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What will you get for your £178.22 per year? 
We run a wide range of services for 
you – here are some of the ones 
you’re most likely to use…

We collect recycling and rubbish 
from nearly 38,350 domestic and 
commercial properties - £3.15m

Last year we had over 105,322 visits 
to our leisure centres - £356k

Last year we determined 739 planning 
applications of which 54 were major and 685 
non-major applications, to support the homes 
you need and business growth - £1.213m

We run and maintain over 3,000 Council homes 
- £11.840m (entirely funded from rents)

Last year we had 155 cases where 
homelessness was prevented - £295k

Our environmental team protected you 
dealing with 454 food inspections and 
286 pest control cases - £708k

During the year our customer contact centre 
received 18,336 contacts helping you with 
your queries and questions - £812k
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Despite the funding challenges we face, we’re in good financial shape as 
we take a long term view of our money and make sure we plan well ahead.  
We use reserves to help us manage risk – setting aside money to deal with 
emergencies, saving up for larger items or investing in long term projects.

By March 2019 we’ll have total reserves of £25m 
but half of this money is restricted. Capital reserves 
cannot be used to pay for service running costs.  
Housing Revenue Account reserves can only be 
used for the Council’s housing service, for example 
to pay for improvements to council owned homes.  
Section 106 affordable housing commuted sums can 
only be used to pay for more affordable homes. 

The rest of the money is set aside to cover specific 
things like contract payments for a housing Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI) scheme, ICT systems and 
necessary works to our buildings and car parks, 
or is set aside help to manage financial risk. 

During 2019/20 we expect our reserves to increase 
overall by just over £7.5m. This is largely the 
result of the additional receipts from renewable 
energy business rates which we plan to set-aside to 
support either future revenue spending, if savings 
are delayed, or for future investment in initiatives 
like the Council’s ‘Programme for Growth’. 

We’ve been fortunate to benefit from some 
substantial windfalls over the last few years and 
we’ve used this money to pay off debt and 
reduce costs such as pension fund contributions 
which saves money in the long run. 

We’ve also invested some of it in our Programme 
for Growth - which helps us to drive business 
and housing growth in the district. This growth 
aims to generate more Council Tax and Business 
Rates income, which can be reinvested in 
services, making us more self-sufficient as 
government funding reduces over time.£25m 
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With the continuing uncertainty in today’s 
economy and continued cuts to public sector 
funding there is an increased financial pressure 
on the Council. We plan to save £1.1m by March 
2020, £531k by March 2021, £367k by March 
2022 and then a further £300k thereafter. 

We’ve made great progress towards our savings 
targets, but it’s becoming increasingly difficult 
to achieve further savings when the cost to 
run services continues to increase. That said 
we’ll continue to work hard to be as efficient 
as we can be and look for ways to bring in 
more income to support your services. 

Our approach covers three key areas.

• Transforming our business through the 
use of technology and flexible working 
to meet citizen and customer needs.

• Growing our resources through investing to 
achieve growth in Council Tax and Business rates 
and investing the Council’s cash balances wisely 
as well as charging for services, trading externally.

• Commissioning from and with partners to 
achieve shared efficiencies and reduce the 
demand for public sector services. We continue 
to take positive steps working alongside 
your County Council sharing resources – 
providing a better deal for your Council Tax.

A key part of the Council’s approach to balancing 
its revenue budget is the investment in economic 
growth to drive growth in Council Tax and 
Business Rates. The reason for this is that the 
monies received will be used to reduce the gap 
between service costs and core funding.

With big challenges ahead we have to 
continue to make further savings to be able 
to deliver your services. We plan to save 
or generate £1.1m over the next year.
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You can read the draft 
budget report to help you 
develop your comments.  

What do you think about the way we spend your money?

If you were in charge 
what would your 
budget priorities be?

With the big pressures that 
are on us to balance the 
budget and deliver services, 
what steps would you take?

email: communications@selby.gov.uk

in writing: Budget consultation, Civic Centre, Doncaster Road, Selby YO8 9FT

Get involved by contacting us…

http://bit.ly/2FdD1hZ
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