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Minutes                                  
Scrutiny Committee 
 

 
Venue:  Committee Room 
 
Date:   Thursday 23 November 2017 
 
Time:   5.00 pm 
 
Present: Councillors Mrs W Nichols (Chair), Mrs S Duckett (Vice 

Chair), D Buckle, I Chilvers, D Mackay and Mrs D White 
 
Officers present: June Rothwell, Head of Operational Services, Wayne 

Palmer, Environmental Health Team Leader, Tom Knox, 
Resilience and Emergencies Team Leader (NYCC), Wendy 
Muldoon, Senior Resilience and Emergencies Officer 
(NYCC), Mike James, Communications and Marketing 
Manager, Alice Courtney, Democratic Services Officer and 
Victoria Foreman, Democratic Services Officer 

 
Public: 0 
 
Press: 0 
 

 
24. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
25.  MINUTES 
 
The Committee considered the minutes of the Scrutiny Committee meetings 
held on 28 September 2017 and 17 October 2017. 
 
With regards to the minutes of the call-in meeting on 17 October 2017, the 
Chair informed the Committee that she had attended the meeting of the 
Executive on 2 November 2017 where the Executive had considered Scrutiny 
Committee’s comments on the Car Parking Strategy and Tariff Review. 
 
RESOLVED: 

To approve the minutes of the Scrutiny Committee meetings 
held on 28 September 2017 and 17 October 2017 for signing 
by the Chair. 
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25.  DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
26.  CHAIR’S ADDRESS TO THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
There was no address from the Chair. 
 
27. EMERGENCY PLANNING – SC/17/7 
  
The Head of Operational Services introduced the report which asked the 
Committee to note the Council’s arrangements for emergency planning and 
consider any aspect they might wish to explore further. 
 
The Committee received a presentation from NYCC’s Resilience and 
Emergencies Team Leader and Senior Resilience and Emergencies Officer.  
 
Members discussed the presentation and report and considered the following 
matters: 
 

• The Committee considered the impact of past incidents in Selby such as 
the floods in 2000, and at what point military support was required. 
Flooding was a real concern for many Members. Officers emphasised 
the importance of Members’ local knowledge in responding to all 
incidents, not only flooding. 
 

• Members felt that improvement was required in the support and 
knowledge of the Environment Agency regarding further flood prevention 
and mitigation in the Selby and Tadcaster areas. Officers confirmed that 
they would be able to supply contact details for the Environment Agency 
to assist in resolving Members’ queries and concerns. 
 

• The Committee questioned the use of Selby Leisure Centre as a rest 
centre. Members were concerned that during another serious flooding 
incident such as in 2000, where the Leisure Centre site itself had to be 
evacuated, the same would happen again. Officers confirmed that the 
Leisure Centre was suitable for the majority of incidents due to its 
capacity, infrastructure and facilities, but acknowledged that it would not 
always be ideal for flooding. 
 

• The Committee noted that agencies had tried to move away from using 
schools as rest centres due to the disruption to education it caused, but 
that should they need to use a school, this would still be possible. 
 

• Communication was key during the response to any incident, and 
Members were encouraged to make sure that the information they 
disseminated in their communities was consistent with that of the 
responsible authorities dealing with the emergency. 
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• Members were asked to feed back any local knowledge to the authorities 
either before or during an incident in order to improve the response and 
recovery. Issues such as catering capacity and provision for large 
numbers of people involved in an incident were raised as areas where 
the local knowledge of Members would be beneficial. 
 

• The Committee felt that the presentation had been very useful and that it 
should be offered to all Members of the Council. Members also 
requested that Scrutiny Committee receive a twice-yearly report on all 
incidents dealt with by the emergency planning team in order to ascertain 
the type and number of incidents that were being dealt with. 
 

• Officers were also asked to consider allowing some Members to observe 
a live or table top exercise, in order for them to gain an understanding of 
how such exercises are undertaken and managed. It was noted by the 
Committee that many people were unaware of the level of involvement 
and responsibility that local authorities had in responding to all manner of 
incidents. 

 
RESOLVED:  

1. To note the Council’s arrangements for emergency 
planning. 
 

2. To circulate copies of the presentation slides to 
Committee Members. 

 
3. To ask Officers to give the presentation to all Selby 

District Councillors at a future training date. 
 

4. To ask Officers to circulate copies of the Elected 
Members’ Resilience and Emergency Response Handbook 
2017 to all Selby District Councillors.  

 
5. To ask Officers to consider allowing Member observation 

at a live or table-top emergency planning exercise. 
 

6. To receive a report at Scrutiny Committee every six 
months detailing all incidents dealt with by the emergency 
planning team at Selby District Council. 

 
28. SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 
 
Members considered the Committee’s work programme for the rest of the 2017-
18 municipal year. The Committee indicated that they would start to plan their 
work for the 2018-19 year at the January 2018 meeting of the Committee. 
 
The Chair informed Members that there may be changes to the work of the 
Committee following the LGA Peer Review recommendations, which were to be 
published shortly. It was felt by the Committee that they could undertake useful 
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pre-scrutiny of Executive decisions and be more involved in the decision and 
policy making process. 
 
The Committee indicated their concerns regarding car parking provision at the 
Council’s Civic Centre, and the effect the Police co-location would have on an 
already busy car park; the potential move of Access Selby to the Civic Centre 
site also warranted consideration. The Committee requested that a report on 
the Police co-location to be added to the work plan.  
 
RESOLVED: 

To add to the Committee’s work plan a report regarding the 
impact of the co-location of the Police at the Civic Centre. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 6.27pm. 


