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Minutes                                  
Scrutiny Committee 
 

 
Venue:  Committee Room 
 
Date:   Tuesday 17 October 2017 
 
Time:   5.00 pm 
 
Present: Councillors Mrs W Nichols (Chair), Mrs S Duckett (Vice 

Chair), D Buckle, I Chilvers, Mrs E Casling, D Mackay and 
Mrs D White 

 
 Councillor C Lunn, Executive Lead Member for Finance 

and Resources and Councillor R Packham 
 
Officers present: Dave Caulfield, Director of Economic Regeneration and 

Place, Gill Marshall, Solicitor to the Council, June Rothwell, 
Head of Operational Services, James Cokeham, Head of 
Economic Development and Regeneration, Michelle 
Dinsdale, Senior Policy and Performance Officer, Chris 
Watson, Policy and Performance Officer and Victoria 
Foreman, Democratic Services Officer 

 
Public: 0 
 
Press: 0 
 

 
20. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence 
 
21.  DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
22.  CHAIR’S ADDRESS TO THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
The Chair informed Members that two letters of representation relating to the 
Car Parking Strategy and Tariff Review decision had been received. The Chair 
gave the Committee time to read the letters following a brief explanation of the 
content by the Solicitor to the Council. 
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23. Call-In: Car Parking Strategy and Tariff Review 
  
The Solicitor to the Council introduced the report which asked the Committee to 
consider the call-in of the decision made in respect of report E/17/26, which had 
been taken by the Executive on 19 September 2017. The Committee was asked 
to either: 
 

• refer the decision back to the Executive for reconsideration; 

• agree with the decision made by the Executive and take no further 
action; or 

• refer the decision to Council. 
 
The Director of Economic Regeneration and Place explained that the report 
presented to the Executive on 19 September 2017 had contained options that 
had been considered previously by the Executive at its meeting on 3 August 
2017.  
 
It was noted that five Councillors had called-in the decision because they had 
felt that it was contrary to the decision making principles as set out at Article 
13.1 (b) and (i) of the Constitution, namely that all the relevant matters had not 
been fully taken into account in reaching the decision, and it had not been clear 
in terms of its aims and desired outcomes. Of particular concern had been the 
lack of clarity regarding the financial effects of changes discussed the Council 
meeting immediately before the Executive. In particular, these were the £10,000 
reduction in income in increasing the free parking in Tadcaster from one to two 
hours, and the £100,000 reduction in making the same change in Selby. 
 
The Committee were asked to note that the District’s towns had varying needs 
when it came to car parking, and that significant improvements were proposed 
in the Car Parking Strategy that had accompanied the tariff review. 
 
Members debated the call-in and considered the following matters: 
 

• The Committee discussed the weight given to additional representations 
regarding free parking in Tadcaster that were made following the 
Executive’s decision on 3 August 2017. It was noted that officers had 
modelled eight options for consideration by the Executive, and the 
preferred option had been cost neutral. 
 

• The enforcement of the extra free hour in Tadcaster and the impact of 
the loss of income on the Council in its implementation were debated. 
Officers confirmed that if it were apparent that people were overstaying 
the two free hours, the contract for enforcement would be reviewed.  
 

• The Committee questioned the rationale behind the level of increases to 
parking charges in Selby (from £1.20 to £1.50 an hour), and raised this 
as a matter of concern due to the potential impact on the local economy 
and deprived areas of the town.  
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• It was noted that the impact on the loss of income to the Council in 
moving from one to two hours’ free parking in Tadcaster was in the 
region of £10,000. For Selby, the figure would be between £97,000 (best 
case scenario) to £183,000 (worst case scenario). It was explained that 
data had been collected from the ticket machines in Selby and had given 
a picture of varying levels of use in different car parks across the town. It 
was also noted that there had been two separate usage surveys in 
Tadcaster. 
 

• The Executive Lead Member for Finance and Resources explained that 
the two hours free parking in Selby, as mentioned at the meeting of the 
full Council, would have had a detrimental effect on the Council’s 
revenue. The Committee was also informed that, as set out in the 
strategy, there would be a twelve month post implementation review of 
any changes to the District’s car parks. 
 

• The Committee noted that for the Council to include Tadcaster car parks 
within the charging and enforcement regime, a new order would be 
required under Section 35 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. It 
was noted that the process was likely to take three months to complete 
due to consultation and publication. 

 

• Members emphasised the importance of scrutiny in the decision making 
process of the Council, and felt that more time and consideration should 
be given to scrutiny as it was the essential there was a check and 
balance to the roles of the Leader and the Executive.  
 

• The Committee were disappointed that the tariff review and strategy had 
not been through pre-decision scrutiny prior to being presented to the 
Executive, and felt that had this been done, the matters being examined 
at the meeting could have been resolved earlier. 
 

• The Committee were of the opinion that the appropriate course of action 
with regards to the called-in decision was to refer it back to the Executive 
for reconsideration. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the decision be referred back to the 
Executive. 
 
RESOLVED: 

To refer the decision back to the Executive for 
reconsideration for the following reasons: 
 

i. The decision of the Executive had been taken without 
the full financial information and costings being 
presented to all Members at the Council meeting; 
 

ii. The modelling information relating to the impact of not 
having two hours free parking in Selby, as well as an 



Scrutiny Committee - Minutes 
17 October 2017 

increase in tariffs in the town, was not fully taken into 
account; 

 
iii. There were concerns regarding the increase in parking 

charges in Selby town from £1.20 to £1.50 and the 
potential impact on the local economy; 

 
iv. There were concerns regarding scheme piloting and 

enforcement; 
 

v. Press releases had been published prior to the expiry of 
the five day call-in period  that is required following an 
Executive decision; and 
 

vi. The decision was taken in five minutes at a meeting of 
the Executive convened immediately after the Council 
meeting. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 6.27pm. 


