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A  Y E A R  F O R  
Selby to Shine

Arts Council England is proud to support this year’s 
celebrations commemorating the founding of the 
magnificent Selby Abbey and the historic stories of 
the town. It’s a year for the town to come together, 
celebrate and feel proud of it’s unique heritage.

Together with National Lottery Heritage Fund, we’re delighted to be 
supporting this stunning programme of memorable and engaging 
arts and cultural events to mark the founding of Selby Abbey.

With a broad programme of cultural activity planned for 2019, it is 
set to be a fantastic year with Selby’s children coming together in a 
massed singing event, a joyful parade that will honour the town with 
banners, puppets, dancing and music and, a chance to see Selby 
Abbey wonderfully illuminated with specially commissioned light 
work. Stories will be told; the heritage of the town and its people 
will be brought to life and celebrated through Hidden Histories and 
a Pop-Up Community Museum.

The programme is ambitious in its outlook, with a strong focus on 
arts and heritage and it’s wonderful to see such a collective act by 
the town, including district and town council, local practitioners, 
businesses and community groups, supported by partners and 
acclaimed artists.

We’re looking forward to seeing Selby Shine! 

Pete Massey 
Director – Yorkshire & The Humber 

Arts Council England
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Selby Sings

Date:  4th July 2019 
Time:  All day
Venue:  Selby Abbey
 
 

With so many stories to tell, it’s 
only right that the schoolchildren 
of Selby have their chance to tell 
the tales of Selby Abbey’s past.

SelbySings is a singing and songwriting project celebrating Selby 
Abbey, working with children from ten primary schools across the 
Selby District. It encourages them to explore their imaginations, 
participate and enjoy performing in a large-scale singing event.

The children have investigated the history of the Abbey through 
creative workshops and used their ideas to write their own 
songs about the Abbey and its 950 years of stories. Working with 
professional songwriters from Yorkshire-based arts company 
Performing Arts etc, each school have developed and arranged 
their song, and then intensively rehearsed. This will culminate in a 
spectacular, mass performance, in the awe inspiring surrounds of 
the Abbey itself, when all of the school groups come together to 
sing their songs, accompanied by talented Selby High GCSE Music 
students and other young musicians from the area.

Performing Arts etc works across the North of England and 
beyond, delivering song-writing, singing, dance and drama 
projects, and large-scale performance projects for schools, 
theatres and other venues.  
 
www.performingartsetc.co.uk

Created in partnership with Selby Music Centre, and the outreach 
team from Drax.

Audience by ticket only and limited to participating schools.

Selby Shines

From Vikings and Romans to royal births 
and dissolution, from fire and floods to ship building 
and thriving industries, the resilient market town of 
Selby has witnessed it all.

It is without doubt that much of Selby’s rich heritage can be traced 
back to the founding of Selby Abbey, so it’s only right that the town 
proudly celebrates the Abbey and the town’s heritage in 2019, to mark 
950 years since the Abbey’s founding. 

The story behind Selby Abbey’s founding is nothing short of fascinating 
and is at the heart of many of the celebrations planned for 2019.

It is believed that Selby was chosen as the site for a magnificent 
monastery and church, after three swans were seen alighting from the 
river. Benedict, a Monk from Auxerre in France was thought to have 
experienced a vision by God where he was called by Selby Abbey’s 
patron saint, St Germain, to start a new monastery at Selebiae and 
that the site would be marked by the presence of three swans.

After Benedict’s extensive journey from France to Selby, Benedict was 
said to have seen three swans alighting from the river, at the bend of 
the river Ouse –and so, the site for our beloved Abbey was set. 

Benedict’s story doesn’t stop there though – there are tales of a stolen 
finger, wrong turns, mistaken identity, visits to Salisbury and much more.

2019 is the year for Selby to really shine as the community comes 
together to celebrate 950 years of Selby Abbey, with an inspiring 
programme of arts and heritage events. Join us!

All events and event details are correct at the time of going to press. 
For detailed and up to date information, visit: 

www.selby.gov.uk/Selby950
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Pilgrim

Date:  22th – 24th November 
Time:  Starting from 6pm 
Venue:  Selby Abbey 
Price: FREE

 
Pilgrim will see the stunning 
Selby Abbey illuminated by 
artist Nayan Kulkarni’s specially 
commissioned light-work over three 
evenings in November. This dramatic video 
projection, which is sponsored by Drax Group Plc, 
will unfold a floating and interweaving story on the  
front of Selby Abbey.  

Based on a journey across land and water to the Abbey, Pilgrim 
will explore the ancient and modern landscapes, routes and 
waterways around the town, as well as the magnificence of the 
Abbey itself.  From the glacial traces of the Humberhead levels, to 
the post-industrial Ouse flowing through the heart of the town, from 
the monumental condensation towers at Drax power station to a 
single human breath, Pilgrim will take the audience into this unique 
environment shaped by both nature and man. 

Pilgrim will be developed through a period of residency in Selby, 
researching, visiting and location filming, and working with a small 
group of local participants to create a work rooted in the region, the 
town and the Abbey.

Nayan Kulkarni works in video, sound, performance and light 
installation, in the gallery, within architecture and across the public 
realm.  His artistic practice has produced some of the most ambitious 
light works in the UK, delivering place-specific artworks that 
transform the familiar, creating transformative experiences of light 
and place.  

www.nkprojects.co.uk

Parade

Date:  31st July 
Time:  11am
Venue:  Selby Town Centre, starting from Scott Rd Community  

Centre – ending at Market Place
Price: FREE

 
The history of Selby, and in particular the founding 
of Selby Abbey, is full of rich and marvellous tales 
involving visions, saints and great travels. Parade 
celebrates this grand adventure, a promenade event 
through the town on the day the Abbey celebrates its 
patron saint, Germain.  

This colourful, noisy, moving event will feature music, movement, 
puppets and banners, involving a huge range of participants from 
right across Selby– young and old, artistic and sporty, businesses, 
clubs and community groups.

Created by Yorkshire based Edgelands Arts working in collaboration 
with Selby artists, choreographers, dramatists and musicians, Parade 
will wind its way through the town to the Abbey itself, culminating 
on the market place.  Watch from the pavements, follow the crowd, 
come to the Abbey and enjoy! 

The Abbey’s Living History Day will take 
place on the same day – make sure you 
take in both events!

Edgelands Arts creates culturally 
connected communities through 
participative and celebratory arts 
projects, bringing artists, people 
and places together. 

www.edgelandsarts.co.uk
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Manic Chord Theatre Presents The Unknown
 
Dates:  October Half Term Week 
Time:  3 daytime performances over 3 days, to be confirmed 
Venue:  3 Outdoor Venues across Selby, to be confirmed

Join Manic Chord for an ‘E.T’ and ‘Stranger Things’ 
inspired family adventure. 
 
Funded by Arts Council England, The Unknown will be premiered 
at Deer Shed Festival 10 before touring around the country and 
stopping off in Selby to join in with the town’s celebrations. 

Choose from three performances, over three days, at three 
different outdoor venues during October half term and keep 
your eyes peeled for an alien hunter app that will be available to 
download – the latest in alien detection technology. 

Take part in the performance, unearth clues, unlock parts of the 
script and move on together as an audience. 

Parents and their children will be transported to another world. 
The question is: will they ever return?

Leeds based theatre company, Manic Chord, develop work 
through multi-disciplinary collaborations, combining physical 
storytelling, cutting-edge research and innovative design to 
explore its subject matter.

Celebrating Selby Park – Picnic Brass Series
 
Dates:  Various throughout the Summer 
Time:  From 1pm 
Venue:  Selby Park 
Price: FREE

 

Celebrating the Park in this - the 950th 
anniversary of Selby Abbey.
 
Set within the picturesque Selby Park, under the shadow of the 
historic Selby Abbey, the Picnic Brass Series sees a season of 
wonderful brass band concerts that will feature some of the 
region’s best bands, along with traditional  
and fun children’s entertainment.  

You are invited to bring your picnic along, place your blankets  
on the ground and enjoy this celebratory summer treat.

 

Picnic Brass Dates

Please bring your blankets, chairs and picnics!
 
Sunday 26th May. Stape Silver Band 
With family fun courtesy of childrens’ entertainer ‘Uncle Brian’  

Sunday 23rd June. Wetherby Silver Band 
With children’s entertainment from Mark and his Magic Kingdom.

Sunday 21st July. York RI Golden Rail Band 
With Wonder William – performing walkabout clown comedy

Sunday 25th August. The Harrogate Band 
Complete with a Children’s Puppet Show, courtesy of Mark and his 
Magic Kingdom

The programme of concerts has been funded by the Central Area 
Community Engagement Forum and is being delivered by Selby’s 
leisure providers, Inspiring healthy lifestyles. 
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Hidden Histories 

Date:  Across the summer 
Venue:  Across the town centre 
Price: FREE 
 
This summer, look out for heritage stories 
appearing across the town – on walls, 
on pavements, in quiet corners, shop 
windows, notice boards and more.  From 
well-known episodes in Selby’s history to 
special stories of Selby residents, Hidden 
Histories highlights the heroic, quirky, 
funny, sad and downright amazing things 
that have happened in our town. These 
are temporary indicators and reminders 
of history, popping up for a while then 
disappearing again – make sure you  
keep your wits about you and your  
eyes peeled! 

Selby 950th Celebration Feast,  
with Abbot’s Staith Heritage Trust 
 
Date:  28th September 
Time:  6.30pm 
Venue:  Selby Abbey 
Price: £60

A “Once in a Lifetime” event. A night of medieval feasting, fun and revelry that 
promises to lift hearts and goblets. Listen to the tales, which shaped our world, 
hear ancient monastic choral, and enjoy songs which inspired entire armies. The 
feast itself comprises of original recipes over 600 years old. With three taster 
options in each course it's bound to delight your taste-buds and take you back  
to a time when knights were bold and life expectancy was low.

Tickets available via  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 

Pop Up Community Museum 
 
Date:  From the Summer until the  
 end of 2019 
Venue:  Across the town centre 
Price: FREE

The community museum project will 
“Pop Up” at a number of host sites 
around the town until the end of the year.  
A variety of displays, exhibitions and 
activities based on Selby memorabilia 
and artefacts – the precious, the quirky 
and definitely the mysterious – will be 
devised by our Curator and Artist in 
Residence.  This will be a museum with 
a difference, telling stories, inviting 
involvement and working closely with the 
people and businesses of Selby.

Selby Abbey –  
Concerts and Celebrations
 
 

Selby Abbey has been at the 
heart of the community since 
1069 so it’s only fitting that its 950th 
anniversary is celebrated as such. 
 
2019 will see lots of special Church services, events, exhibitions,  
concerts and celebrations – for Selby and its community to be a part of.

Selby Abbey 950th Anniversary Concert 
 
Dates:  6th September 
Time:  From 7pm 
Venue:  Selby Abbey 
Price: £12 – £25

British chamber orchestra – Manchester Camerata will be performing 
Beethoven, Litolff and Saint-Saëns in the beautiful surroundings of 
Selby Abbey. The concert will be conducted by Terence Frazor, 
accompanied by D’Arcy Trinkwon on the Abbey’s William Hill Organ 
and Benjamin Frith on piano.

Tickets to include glass of wine, are £12 or £25 and available from the 
Selby Abbey Shop.

Selby’s Rich Heritage

Across the year Selby residents, workers and visitors will 
be invited to find out more about the heritage of the area, 
to join in, share knowledge and investigate their past.

7th-14th June Selby College Art Students Selby 950 Exhibition at Selby Abbey
13th July  Selby Hands of Hope Charity Dinner and Dance
31st July Parade and Living History Day
4th Aug St Germain Festival Service
10th Aug Celebration of those Married at the Abbey – service and display of photos
15th Aug Community Tea Party
6th Sept Anniversary Concert, Manchester Camerata, pianist Benjamin  

Frith & Abbey Organ
15th Sept 950 Festival Service and ‘950’ Celebration Bell Peal
6th Oct Yorkshire Agricultural Society Harvest festival at Selby Abbey
22th–24th Nov Selby Abbey 950 Illuminations
7th Dec Handel’s Messiah with the Harrogate Choral Society
11th Dec Radio York Christmas Carol Service at Selby Abbey
20th Dec Mayor of Selby’s Christmas Concert with the Carlton Main Colliery Band
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An Evening of Comedy with  
Rory Bremner and Special Guests

Date:  19th September  
Time:  Doors – 7pm, Show – 7.30pm  
Venue:  Selby Abbey  
Price: £20 – £22 
 

To celebrate the 950th anniversary of Selby 
Abbey, Selby Town Council and Selby Town Hall will 
be moving venues for one night only and hosting an 
evening of comedy in the Abbey itself, headlined by 
the UK’s top satirical impersonator, Rory Bremner. 

As a mimic, Rory has provided definitive impersonations of PMs and 
presidents from Major to Mandela, Blair to Brown, Clinton to Cameron 
and Bush to Trump. As himself, he’s been presenter, writer, quiz-show 
host, actor, translator and even (briefly) ballroom dancer. In a TV career 
of over 30 years he’s won numerous awards, including three BAFTAs 
for his long-running Channel 4 satire series Bremner Bird & Fortune, 
featuring Rory and the two Johns. Rory has appeared on many other 
comedy shows, such as Whose Line is it Anyway, Spitting Image, 
Have I Got News for You and Mock of the Week. This will be a 
completely one-off show featuring Rory  
alongside two special guest comedians.  

To Book: 01757 708449  .  www.selbytownhall.co.uk

Selby Town Hall is a uniquely intimate performing arts centre based 
in a 150-year-old former Primitive Methodist chapel. Run by Selby Town 
Council, it sits at the west end of Gowthorpe and, with an ever increasing 
and fiercely loyal fan base, acts as a cultural hub in this historic North 
Yorkshire market town.
The venue opened as an arts centre in 2003 and has developed a strong 
reputation for its exceptionally warm and welcoming atmosphere, and a 
programme of consistently high quality national and international touring 
artists from the worlds of comedy, folk, theatre, blues, pop, rock, Americana 
and more.
With a maximum seated capacity of 150, the Town Hall regularly hosts 
headline acts, including: Alan Carr, Midge Ure, Jon Richardson, Eliza Carthy, 
Lloyd Cole, Two Door Cinema Club, T’Pau, Jack Dee and Ralph McTell.

 

 

Living History Day 
 
Date:  31st July   
Time: 10am-4pm  
Venue:  Selby Abbey  
Price: FREE 
 

Local history groups, re-enactment 
groups, wood turning, weaving, carving, 
stained glass, archery, and demonstrations all 
culminate to tell the history of the Abbey and to 
provide an entertaining and fascinating day.
 
Be a part of Parade, before enjoying an afternoon of family fun and 
activity, in conjunction with York Archaeological Trust, as part of 
Jorvik Church Explorers.

The Normannis Re-enactment Group will  
set up camp in the Abbey Grounds and 
the Trayned Bandes will recreate a 
dramatic and noisy battle scene  
from the Civil War.

Other attractions and activities will 
include tours of the Abbey, beer 
tasting with Black Dog Brewery, 
demonstrations of wood turning, 
weaving and spinning, wood carving 
and bee keeping and the opportunity 
for all ages to try their hand at archery. 
Plus, there will be children’s crafts, food 
and a bouncy castle.
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A Year of Exploration  
with Selby Library
The Abbey’s significant anniversary 
provides the perfect opportunity to use 
Selby Library’s resources to discover, 
explore and marvel at the town’s 
heritage.

Children’s Viking Event 
Monday 4th February, 4pm-5pm

Learn about the Vikings of Selby using 
a Viking box from Jorvik Viking Centre. 
Session includes shield, axe and helmet 
making.  
Tickets: £2 per child

The Battle of Selby  
talk with Thomas Zugic 
Friday 12th April, 6.30pm-8pm

Hear all about the impact of the 
English Civil War on Selby, as well as 
discovering what happened before, 
during and after the Battle of Selby, 
during Thomas Zugic’s fascinating talk.  
Tickets: £5 (incl. light refreshments) 

History Fiction Talk, with Simon 
Turney and Sharon Bennet Connolly 
Friday 3rd May, 6.30pm-8pm

Roman History Fiction Author, Simon 
Turney will be sharing his insights and 
talking about Roman fiction, whilst 
Medieval Woman Writer, Sharon Bennet 
Connolly will be delving into the life of 
Henry I’s mother, Matilda of Flanders.  
Tickets: £5 (incl. light refreshments) 

Children’s Tudor Event 
Monday 10th June, 4pm-5pm

Ever wondered why Henry VIII saved 
the Abbey Church? Children are invited 
to join us and learn more about Henry 
VIII, as well as being able to try on 
a real suit of armour, from the Royal 
Armouries.  
Tickets: £2

Author Event 
Thursday 25th July 6pm-8pm  
Tickets: £2 

August History Festival Event 
Monday 19th August – 24th August

Local historical groups work hard to 
keep local history alive in the area and 
this is a great opportunity to marvel 
at their many photos and the fabulous 
work that they do. 

Children’s Stained Glass  
Window Craft Event 
Monday 19th August 2:30pm-3:30pm 

An afternoon of crafting – make your 
very own stained glass window, using 
paper craft.  
Tickets: £1 per child

Access our Archives Evening 
Thursday 24th October 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Access Selby Library’s extensive local 
history archive, learn how to access 
Ancestry, use the microfilm reader and 
talk with County Records about North 
Yorkshire services and local research.  
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50 Years of  
Selby Civic Society

Selby Civic Society was 
founded in 1969, the year 
Selby celebrated 900 years 
of Selby Abbey and the year 
of Queen Elizabeth II’s visit 
to Selby to present Maundy 
Money at Selby Abbey. 

2019 sees the Society celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary with a series of talks, an 
exhibition, film festival and more.

50th Anniversary Film Festival and 
Exhibition 
29th-30th June

Selby Civic Society will hold 
a “1969 Film Festival & ‘Then & 
Now’ Exhibition” – a two-day event 
featuring four films released in 1969, 
in collaboration with the Selby Globe 
Cinema.

Venue:  Selby Town Hall 
Tickets: £5 

950 Years of Selby Abbey  
17th October

Join John Englehart and Stewart 
Skilbeck for an illustrated talk – a 
celebration of Selby Abbey since its 
founding in 1069. Light refreshments 
after the talk.

Venue:  Portholme Church 
Tickets:  £5

1969 “That was the year that was!” 
21st November

Reminisce all about the founding year 
of the Selby Civic Society – the year 
that Selby celebrated 900 years of its 
Abbey with this talk by Michael Dyson, 
including a film from the Selby Cine and 
Video Club Collection. Welcome drink 
on arrival. Refreshments.

Venue:  Selby Town Hall 
Tickets:  £5

Selby Civic Society’s objectives 
are to encourage high standards of 
architecture and town planning in Selby 
and its environs, and to stimulate public 
interest in, and care for, the beauty, 
history and character of the town and 
its surroundings.

TO OUR PARTNERS  

Thank you
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