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PILGRIM

Pilgrim is a new artwork created and developed specifically for the West 
Front of Selby Abbey by leading artist Nayan Kulkarni. This large-scale 
projection is based on a meandering journey through the vast landscapes 
of Yorkshire, from the source of the river on whose banks the Abbey’s first 
chapel was built, across the Humberside Levels to the place where the river 
finally meets the sea. 

Pilgrim explores the natural forces and the influence of People that together 
shape this landscape, this town, and the Abbey itself – earth, water, air, fire.

Pilgrim is composed entirely from original sound and video material  
recorded by the artist and his team in the landscape. They have stood in  
the bubbling waters where the Ouse rises in the Dales, perched on the edge 
of Aysgarth Falls with the Ure in full force, spent days in the quiet watery 
channels of the Humberside Levels, filmed inside a monumental cooling 
tower at Drax, lain horizontal in the dunes at Spurn Point to get shots of the 
vegetation, and crouched at the base of impassive wind turbines as the 
blades cut through the air above. The artwork folds this material together, 
creating images that overlap and encircle the viewer. Tiny features are 
magnified to the full scale of the Abbey towers, the inside of the Abbey is 
brought outside, and light becomes representations of air and water. 

Pilgrim will be on show from 6pm to 9pm each evening on Friday 22, Saturday 
23 and Sunday 24 November. The full piece lasts around 20 minutes and will 
be shown on a continuous loop all through the evening – so you can join to 
watch at any point and stay as long as you like.  

The Abbey will be open for visitors to enjoy its magnificent interior during 
the hours of Pilgrim’s performance. The Pilgrim soundscape will also be 
presented inside the Abbey. Please enter and exit by the south door 
(opposite Selby park).

Nayan Kulkarni works in video, sound, performance and light installation, 
in the gallery, within architecture and across the public realm. 
His artistic practice has produced some of the most ambitious light 
works in the UK, delivering place-specific artworks that transform the 
familiar, creating transformative experiences of light and place.

Friday 22nd November to 
Sunday 24th November 2019
6pm-9pm



Accessibility
An Accessible Viewing Area is available on the Market Place for each of the three evenings, with 
space for wheelchair users and those with limited mobility. Look out for Stewards and Volunteers 
that can help with directions and access to the viewing area.

Accessible and Blue Badge parking can be found throughout town but on Saturday 23rd 
November – Selby Park Car Park will be reserved for Blue Badge parking. Mobiloo will also be 
present on the Saturday, in the car park, providing an accessible toilet with adult-sized changing 
bench and hoist.
 
The Crescent will be closed to traffic from Park Street to New Lane during the performance hours 
of Pilgrim, so that audience members can safely enjoy strolling through the marketplace and 
watching the artwork.

Some of the town’s shops, bakeries, cafés, pubs and restaurants will be open during the event, 
along Gowthorpe, in Market Cross and down Finkle Street and Micklegate, so stay a little longer 
and make an evening of it. Grab a hot drink from one of the cafes and bakeries, enjoy a Hot 
Chocolate, tuck in to a Pizza, order fish and chips, or treat yourselves to a meal at one of the 
town’s restaurants!

Selby Swans
Enjoy a bit of window shopping as you wander around town and keep an eye out for one of our 
Illuminated Swans – there are 19 in total – see if you can spot them all!
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