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NYCC Public Health Advice to Event Organisers upon the move to Step 4, 19th 

July 2021 

 

The lifting of COVID-19 restrictions and a move to enabling people to make informed decisions about 

how to manage the risk to themselves and others does not mean that the risks from COVID-19 have 

disappeared. 

‘The pandemic is not over. Cases are currently rising, as are hospitalisations. Cases, hospitalisations 

and, sadly, deaths, will rise further as society and the economy reopen. Vigilance must be maintained 

and people will be asked to make informed decisions and act carefully and proportionately, to manage 

the risks to themselves and others.’ 

(HM Government COVID-19 Response Summer 2021 – July 2021) 

The risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) infection depends on many factors, including: 

 the type of surface contaminated 

 the amount of virus shed from the individual 

 the time the individual spent in the setting 

 the time since the individual was last in the setting 

COVID-19 spreads from person to person through small droplets, aerosols and through direct contact. 

Surfaces and belongings can also be contaminated with COVID-19 when people with the infection 

cough or sneeze or touch them. The risk of spread is greatest when people are close to each other, 

especially in poorly ventilated indoor spaces and when people spend a lot of time together in the same 

room. 

Keeping your distance, washing your hands regularly, good respiratory hygiene (using and disposing 

of tissues), cleaning surfaces and keeping indoor spaces well ventilated are the most important ways 

to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

Event organisers are therefore reminded that running an event should not cause harm or illness to 

people and that failing to complete a risk assessment which takes account of COVID-19, or 

completing a risk assessment but failing to put in place sufficient measures to manage the risk of 

COVID-19, could constitute a breach of health and safety law. 

Regardless of the removal of legal measures event organisers should continue to consider the use of 

the following control measures when completing their COVID-19 risk assessments – 

1. Ventilation – COVID-19 and other respiratory viruses are spread freely in poorly ventilated 

spaces. Outside spaces should continue to be used where practical and indoor spaces should 

continue to be well ventilated with a supply of fresh air. Carbon dioxide (CO2) monitors may 

be considered in areas of poor ventilation to identify when and where ventilation needs to be 

improved. Windows and doors should be kept open where possible. It remains a legal 

requirement, as it was before and throughout the pandemic, that an adequate supply of fresh 

air (ventilation) in enclosed areas of workplaces is provided and we continue to recommend 

that ventilation is at the forefront of planning for both staff and visitors.  
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2. Cleaning – cleaning regimes developed throughout the pandemic should continue and act as 

a primary control measure for reducing the risk of onsite transmission of COVID-19 and other 

infectious diseases. Cleaning should be more frequent depending on the number of people 

using the space, whether they are entering and exiting the setting and access to handwashing 

and hand-sanitising facilities. Cleaning of frequently touched surfaces is particularly important 

in bathrooms and other high touch point areas.  

 

3. Social Distancing – although social distancing rules are lifted event organisers are reminded 

that where the risks of rapid spread are acute, Directors of Public Health will be able to direct 

that social distancing is put in place if necessary to control outbreaks and that these measurers 

may be imposed upon their event, if required. As a matter of course event organisers should 

consider ventilation and measures to reduce crowding as part of their COVID-19 risk 

assessment.  

 

4. Face Coverings – whilst the legal requirement to wear a face covering is lifted, we continue to 

recommend their use. The government guidance advises that the wearing of a face covering 

is beneficial when coming into contact with people you don’t normally meet in enclosed and 

crowded spaces. Event organisers should consider whether they will make the wearing of face 

coverings mandatory in crowded spaces or as a minimum encourage attendees to wear face 

coverings in such situations. 

 

5. Provision of Soap and Water or Hand Sanitizer – Event organisers must consider the adequate 

provision of such facilities within their COVID-19 risk assessments, plus measures for regularly 

cleaning and sanitising surfaces which the public and event staff regularly come into contact 

with.  

 

6. Test and Trace – It will remain a legal requirement for people to self-isolate if they test positive 

or are told to do so by NHS Test and Trace. Event organisers should encourage attendees to 

conduct asymptomatic testing (lateral flow tests) 24 hours prior to attending an event and 

consider whether to make this a requirement for staff or exhibitors attending an event as part 

of their COVID-19 risk assessments. QR codes should continue to be displayed for those who 

want to use this method to check in and for contact tracing purposes. You should continue to 

remind and prevent anyone who is isolating from attending or working at your event. 

 

 

Covid Status Certification 

Status certification is not currently required in law as a condition of entry for visitors to most events. 

However, the government acknowledges that that such certification could provide a means for 

keeping events going if the country is facing a difficult situation going forward. Event organisers should 

be prepared for such a change in legislation and should consider how this would impact upon their 

event. We recommend you consider the use of the NHS Covid Pass for vaccine certification especially 

in settings that have the following characteristics: 

Crowded, unstructured indoor settings such as nightclubs and music venues. 

Large unstructured outdoor events such as business events and festivals. 

Very large structured events such as business events, music and spectator sport events. 
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Conclusion 

The move to Step 4 and the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions does not remove the obligations on event 

organisers to consider their event and put in place a risk assessment plan to negate the transmission 

of COVID-19 during their event. 

Further guidance can be found at www.northyorks.gov.uk/guidance-events 

Sources: 

HM Government COVID-19 Response: Summer 2021 

HM Government COVID-Status Certification Review: Report 

HM Government Social Distancing Review: Report 

Events Industry Forum - Keeping workers and audiences safe during COVID-19 (England) 

HM Government Working Safely during Coronavirus (COVID-19) – Events and Attractions 
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