
            The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – Chairman 

of Selby District Council and District 

Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

September saw me hold my first charity concert at Selby 

Abbey. This was the biggest fundraising event I have had 

so far and it was a great success raising nearly £5000! 

Inspiration from other fundraising events I have attended 

this month in different authorities and experience from 

my own concert means I have lots of ideas to make future 

events even more successful and raise as much money as 

possible for Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery.  

 

26 September 2018 

We held a dress down day for staff at the Selby District Council offices in Selby. Using 

my background as a caterer, I homemade sandwiches, cakes, quiches and biscuits for 

staff to buy and also held a raffle. Staff were really 

generous with their donations and we managed to raise 

£460. This was also a good opportunity to raise a bit 

more awareness amongst colleagues about the work of 

the Chairman and the charities I am championing. 

 

27 September 2018 

The next day I attended the eighth annual Selby Jobs Fair 

held at Selby College. Organised and attended by our MP, 

Nigel Adams, the fair had over 30 companies in attendance 

offering over 600 jobs. The National High Speed Rail College 

was looking for apprentices to help build HS2, the 

engineering, care, finance and retail sectors were all 

represented and there was a focus on the new S2 

development in Sherburn which will need skilled workers 

for the manufacturing park. Nigel Adams is committed to 

lowering unemployment in this constituency and I’m 

pleased to support events like this which are part of the 

solution; unemployment has fallen by 58% since he was 

elected in 2010. 

 



28 September 2018 

The next morning was the Sherburn Business Network Group 

Conference held in Scarthingwell. The BNG is a business networking 

group which meets monthly and this annual conference is a chance 

to hear presentations from experts and successful business owners 

in the District. Selby District Council’s own Chief Executive, Janet 

Waggott, gave a talk on the vision for economic success in Sherburn at Tadcaster and it 

is exciting to know to know how clear and strong the Council’s plans for improving 

business opportunities are and to be able to see them in action. 

 

28 September 2018 

That evening we attended the Dean’s Banquet at Ripon Cathedral hosted by the Dean of 

Ripon, the Very Reverend John Dobson. This event was exceptionally well organised and 

run; we were treated to a jazz reception, a three course meal, performances from local 

opera singers and a live auction. The event was to raise 

money for the Ripon Cathedral Renewed project which 

is the Dean’s plan to update the facilities at the 

cathedral while enhancing the heritage. With the 950th 

anniversary of Selby Abbey coming up, this event has 

inspired me to look into whether we could hold a 

banquet or similar to raise funds for maintenance of 

the Abbey. The Abbey is undergoing restoration at the moment and funds are urgently 

needed to repair the roof. Using the venue in different ways, for different events, like 

Ripon Cathedral have, could prove very useful in meeting the challenge. 

 

29 September 2018 

Saturday saw us spending the afternoon preparing the 

Abbey and the evening welcoming guests to my Charity 

Concert. We started with drinks and nibbles in the Abbey 

then the 300 strong crowd took their seats to watch 

performances from the Yorkshire Volunteers Band and 

The Leeds Contemporary Singers, Gareth Malone’s 

winners of the BBC show Pitch Battle. Among the guests 

were the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Richard Shepherd, the High Sheriff of Yorkshire, Chris 

Legard, many fellow Mayors, Chairmen and Councillors as well as Honorary Aldermen. 

The performances were very well received and the concert was the best attended event 

held at Selby Abbey for 10 years. Donations were very generous on the night, and along 

with a raffle and ticket sales, £4800 profit was raised for the charities. 



9 October 2018 

On Tuesday morning we attending the birthday coffee morning of the Mayor of 

Normanton, Councillor Denton Jones. We were welcomed into the Town Hall at 

Normanton for cake and drinks and it was 

great to catch up with Councillor Jones and 

the other attendees. As well as celebrating his 

birthday, the Mayor used the opportunity to 

raise money for his Mayor’s Charity Fund, 

which is given to good causes which benefit 

the people of Normanton and his Charity 

Appeal which is supporting the Prince of 

Wales Hospice in Pontefract. 

 

12 October 2018 

On the Friday I attended the Selby College Higher Education Awards at Selby Abbey. The 

Associate Dean of the University of Hull, Colin Johnson, gave the address, then 

presented the Awards along with Professor Roy 

Fisher from the University of Huddersfield. Students 

were receiving their Higher National Certificates and 

Higher National Diplomas and there were extra 

awards for exceptional effort and achievement. We 

enjoyed a performance by harpist Lucinda Taylor and 

opera singer and former Selby College Student, Jacob 

Walsh and then sampled refreshments presented by 

Selby College Catering Services. Selby College is one of England’s top performing 

colleges and their Higher Education provision is making a very positive impact on the 

Selby District meaning we have our own highly trained and educated employees to offer 

businesses that are settling and growing here. The Further Education Awards will 

follow in December. 

 

14 October 2018 

Sunday was the Civic Service of the Mayor of Tadcaster and 

fellow District Councillor,   Councillor Donald Bain Mackay. The 

Service, held at St Mary’s Church in Tadcaster featured prayers, 

readings and hymns. The Tadcaster Mayor’s chain of office 

includes the official badge of Tadcaster Town Council. It shows 

the bridge over the River Wharfe, the town's links with brewing and agriculture, the 

White Rose of Yorkshire and one of the three swans which symbolise Selby.  



18 October 2018 

Thursday we attended Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet Presentation at St Peter’s 

School in York. The Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets are selected from young people in the 

cadets who have completed their training and made a significant contribution to their 

local community. Vice Lord –Lieutenant Major Peter Scrope was in attendance to 

present certificates and badges to the young people selected: Lydia Crampton from the 

Sea Cadets, Daniella Recchia from the Army Cadets and Harry East from the Air Cadets. 

The winners will get to participate in civic and military occasions with the Vice Lord 

Lieutenant to gain valuable experience for, what I am sure will be, very bright futures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 October 2018 

During the day on Friday I set up a stall at York Station selling keyrings to raise money 

for Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery. People were very generous and we ended 

up raising over £400. The same evening we attended the Mayor of Normanton’s Charity 

concert at the Hopetown Liberal Club. Councillor Jones has booked a Cliff Richard 

Tribute act and we were treated to pie and peas and a few rounds of bingo. The event 

was very well attended and plenty of money was raised for the Mayor’s Charity fund. 

Councillor Jones has become an inspiration after seeing his success in the approach of 

holding lots of diverse events on differing scales; this offers something for the whole 

community to become involved in and is something to emulate in the Selby District.   



20 October 2018 

At the weekend we attended the Army Foundation Gala Dinner at Uniacke Barracks in 

Harrogate in aid of ABF The Soldiers Charity. This was a very formal event and we were 

very well looked after by the Officers hosting. An 

auction was held with prizes including tickets to the 

Strictly Come Dancing Tour, a falconry day and even a 

skydiving opportunity! Thousands was raised for ABF, 

the national charity of the British Army that provides 

support and financial assistance to soldiers, veterans 

and their families in times of need. There were also two 

guest speakers; Ibrar Ali ad Bob Semple. Ibrar Ali 

served with the Yorkshire Regiment in Iraq when he 

was seriously injured in a bomb attack. He was 

awarded the Military Cross for his actions that day and 

has since gone on the trek to the South Pole with Prince 

Harry and complete a marathon on every continent in a 

single week. Bob Semple was a member of the Royal 

Engineers when he was captured by Al Qaeda in Yemen. He was held in solitary 

confinement for 18 months before being rescued. It was a fantastic evening for a very 

worthy cause. 

 

22 October 2018 

The following Monday saw the launch of the Arriva 415 Sapphire bus on Parliament 

Street. The new bus has USB charging, free wi-fi and next stop announcements. The 

High Sheriff and the Lord Mayor of York also attended as the new bus will be running 

between York and Selby. Minster FM were on site to provide music, prizes and 

entertainment and people were invited to take a look around the bus. Quality public 

transport is vital for our area and all improvements are to be welcomed. Prince Harry 

and Meghan (lookalikes) were even there to help the launch!   


