
The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – Chairman of 
Selby District Council and District 
Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

My third month in office has been full of Civic events 
including two big Yorkshire events: the Great Yorkshire 
Show and Yorkshire Day. I have also been busy keeping up 
with the fundraising for my chosen charities Save the 
Children and Peter Pan Nursery and planning a Charity Concert for 29 September 2018 
in Selby Abbey featuring the Leeds Contemporary Singers and the Yorkshire Volunteers. 

 

11th July 2018 

I started the month opening the 
Summer Fair at Sherburn Hungate 
Primary School. It was a fun filled 
afternoon with games, stalls, crafts and 
amazing food from North Yorkshire 
caterers, Bears Street Food. There were 
also performances from local dance 
companies and the Sherburn Karate 
Club and a fancy dress competition 
which I was asked to judge. It was great 

to see everyone having fun and money being raised for such a fantastic local school. 

 

12th July 2018 

My wife and I were invited to the Great Yorkshire 
Show as guests of the Mayor of Harrogate, 
Councillor Bernard Bateman MBE and his wife, 
Linda Bateman. We happily accepted the 
invitation attending on the Thursday, the final 
day of the show. They hosted the Harrogate 
Borough Council Civic Lunch in the Mayor’s 
Pavilion where we got to catch up with the 
Chairman of North Yorkshire, Councillor Robert 
Windass and meet Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate from the House of Lords and many other 
Civic Heads. We then joined over 130,000 visitors to look around the show and enjoy 
everything it had to offer including live cookery shows, fashion shows, animal classes, 
show jumping, craft marquees, performances in the main ring and hundreds of stalls.  

https://sherburninelmet.co.uk/events/charity-concert/


 

Among the stalls we were pleased to find several local 
businesses promoting their products. Mercers of 
Yorkshire produce jams and chutneys and have their 
factory in Sherburn in Elmet. It was great to meet 
Paul Mercer, the owner, and hear about the success of 
their business and how well they were doing at the 
show. We also met   Charlotte from Bert’s Barrow.  
Bert’s Barrow is a small, family run farm in Hillam 
with a 

wonderful farm shop selling fresh, local produce 
and specialising in seasonal veg boxes. It’s 
wonderful to see successful and innovative 
small businesses thriving in our District and 
using events like the Yorkshire Show to grow 
and promote themselves. We were also pleased 
to meet TV presenters Owain Wyn Evans and 
Amy Garcia at the Look North stand and talk 
about the show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th July 2018 

Friday was a sad day as we attended the memorial of the late Lord Lieutenant, Barry 
Dodd at York Minster. Over a thousand guests attended to pay their respects and hear 
about Mr Dodd’s full life. Representatives from HM Forces, the emergency services, the 
world of business, the judiciary, the charity sector and academia as well as civic and 
political representatives were present showing how many lives he reached.  



 

21st July 2018 

At the weekend were invited by 
the Mayor of Wakefield, 
Councillor Stuart Heptinstall to 
attend the Freedom of the City 
Parade by the Yorkshire 
Regiment. The day included a 
regimental parade, speeches, 
inspection of the troops and the 
military salute given by the 
Lord Lieutenant of West 
Yorkshire, Dame Ingrid Roscoe. 
The parade was followed by a 
Civic lunch at Wakefield Town Hall where we got to enjoy the hospitality or the Mayor 
and meet many members of the Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

 

22nd July 2018 

The next day we attended 
the Civic lunch for the 
Mayor of Harrogate, 
Councillor Bernard 
Bateman MBE. The event 
was held at The Royal 
Baths Chinese Restaurant, 
situated inside the historic 
Royal Baths building 
overlooking Crescent 
Gardens in Harrogate. We 
were able to build on 
existing relationships with 
civic dignitaries we’d met  
such as Lord Kirkhope of 

Harrogate who was very interested to hear about developments, investment and 
industry in the Selby District. 

 



27th July 2018 

On this date the last flying Fairey Swordfish 
aircraft returned to Sherburn for a flyby.   
During World War 2 over 1800 Swordfish 
Bombers were made in Sherburn and the 
aircraft, armed with a torpedo, played a 
crucial role in protecting Allied convoys 
from German U-boat 
attacks. Now there is 
only one of the bi-
planes left that can 

still fly so it was a big honour to witness this historic event. 

 

1st August 2018 

The first of August was Yorkshire Day and we celebrated in Ripon, North Yorkshire’s 
smallest city, as guests of the Mayor, Councillor Pauline McHardy. We joined over 200 
other civic dignitaries from the region to form a procession walking through the city led 
by pipers to Ripon Cathedral, a beautiful building dating back to the 7th Century. The 
Dean of Ripon Cathedral, John Dobson, led a Civic Service celebrating Yorkshire and was 
accompanied by music from the Band of the Royal Armoured Corps, the Yorkshire 
Decibelles and Yorkshire Voices. After the Service was a Civic Luncheon hosted by the 
Dean where we got to mix with other Civic heads from our region and make new 
connections inviting them to events in the Selby area in order to promote our District. 
The day was an amazing celebration of our County that made national news and we 
were very fortunate to have received such a warm Yorkshire welcome from the city of 
Ripon.  



4th August 2018 

The Assizes of Ale is a tradition dating 
back 600 years where the quality and 
quantity of the City of York’s ale must be 
tested by the Sheriff to deter 
unscrupulous landlords. The Sheriff of 
York, Verna Campbell, kindly invited us to 
assist her with this task, along with the Lord 
Mayor of York, Councillor Keith Orrell.  The 
tradition is now much more of a fundraising 
event than an official job so after a charity 
pillory and stall in St Helen's Square we 
set off around the pubs in York with 

buckets to collect money for the Lord Mayor's charities: York Blind and Partially Sighted 
Society, The Island, which mentors children and young people in York and York Music 
Hub, which provides opportunities for children and young people to learn music. Over 
£3000 was raised by the event and a great time was had by all involved.   

 

 


