
The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – Chairman of 

Selby District Council and District 

Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

Since my appointment as Chairman of Selby District Council 

in mid-May I have been busy supporting community projects, 

representing the Council at Civic functions and making a 

start on fundraising projects. 

 

20th May 2018 

Having only been invested on the Tuesday, my first 

engagements as Chairman were the very same week. 

Firstly, I launched the 42s bus service on the Sunday 

morning. After a long campaign by Councillor John 

Cattanach, Arriva are now providing a valuable 

Sunday service to residents of Cawood and Wistow 

and I was fortunate enough to be there to open the 

route and distribute gifts to the very first passengers.  

Sunday afternoon, I attended an exhibition by Sherburn in Elmet Art Club at the 

Eversley Park Centre. Sherburn Art club have weekly meeting to support budding 

artists of all abilities and I was delighted to support a club so local to me and enjoy the 

amazing art displayed. 

 

23rd May 2018 

The following week I was invited to open the new offices for Creative Shed in Church 

Fenton. Creative Shed is a local marketing and web design agency and their increasing 

success necessitated their move to the 

new offices from smaller premises in 

Sherburn. I was pleased to officially open 

the offices and congratulate a local 

business on their growth and wish them 

all the best. The move coincided with their 

ten year anniversary and they celebrated 

in style with catering by Howard 

Middleton, The Great British Bake Off star 

from nearby Sheffield. 

 



25th May 2018 

My wife and I were invited to attend the 

North Yorkshire Annual Civic Lunch hosted 

by the Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant, the 

late Barry Dodd CBE at Busby Hall in Carlton-

in-Cleveland. We had the great fortune of 

spending time with the Lord Lieutenant, 

getting to know him and his wife and being 

introduced to all the new Mayors and Chairs 

for this Civic year from North Yorkshire and 

beyond. I aim to build on these new 

friendships throughout my year in office in 

order to strengthen the reputation of Selby District Council and identify ways we can 

work with other Councils to improve our District.   

 

27th May 2018 

Late May bank holiday fortunately brought lovely weather as I was invited to open the 

South Milford Duck Race in Aid of Alzheimer’s Charity and Care. The day was an 

amazing success with hundreds of visitors raising £8000 for a very worthy cause. 

 

28th May 2018 

Bank Holiday Monday saw me start fundraising for my chosen 

charities. During my year in office I will be raising money for Save the 

Children and Peter Pan Nursery, a nursery based in Sherburn in Elmet 

for children and families from the Selby District with additional needs. 

I held a charity car park event in Selby and raised almost £500 which 

will be split equally between the two charities. 

 

31st May 2018 

At the end of May my wife and I were privileged enough to represent Selby District 

Council at the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. We had lovely weather and 

spotted some Royals but the same day were very saddened to hear of the loss of the 

Lord Lieutenant Barry Dodd, a highly respected and public spirited individual we had 

only just got to know who had helped promote connections throughout the Councils of 

North Yorkshire and always supported the Chairman of Selby District Council. 

 



6th June 2018 

For my first engagement in June I was delighted to be invited to 

open and present the Sherburn Community Volunteer Awards. 

The Awards were introduced to help recognise volunteers from 

many great local organisations, some of whom have been 

volunteering for over 50 years. There were seven categories 

including the Lifetime Achievement Award, which was deservedly 

won by Alma Hodson and Myrtle Hall. As well as the awards, 

£312.00 was also raised for the local charity the Sophie Michelle 

Fund.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 June 2018 

Wistow held their annual Scarecrow Festival on the 9th and 10th of June. I was invited 

along as Chairman to open the trail and judge the Disney themed fancy dress parade. It 

was a really well organised event run by the village committee with stalls, performers, 

musicians and hundreds of visitors. It was wonderful to see so many villagers getting 

involved displaying their amazing homemade scarecrows and I am pleased to report 

that, as well as everybody having a great time, over £7000 was made for the local 

community. 
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My second month in office has been as busy as the first with 

Civic engagements and community events to attend. I have 

also been focussing on fundraising for my chosen charities, 

Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery.  

15th June 2018 

Friday evening my wife and I attended An Audience With Ian Waite and Oti Mabuse at 

the York Barbican. Ian an Oti are stars of the BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing and both have 

held a variety of titles in the world of dance including the European Professional Latin 

American Championship and the World Cup in Freestyle Latin. We were lucky enough to 

meet the stars after their performance and tell them about the charities I am supporting 

during my year in office. Both have been kind enough to donate items to auction which 

should really boost the fundraising total. 

 

17th June 2018 

Sunday morning we attended the Civic 

Service for the new mayor of 

Doncaster, Majid Khan. Councillor 

Khan was Doncaster’s first Muslim 

Councillor and has just become their 

first Muslim mayor. His faith was 

incorporated into the service at 

Doncaster Minster and he used the 

opportunity to have prayers and music 

led by representatives of many faith 

communities. We got to know 

Councillor Khan during lunch at the 

Mansion House after the service and 

look forward to seeing him and his 

family at future Civic functions. Even 

though Selby District is part of North 

Yorkshire, our southerly position 

means we share borders with the East and West Ridings of Yorkshire and I am keen to 

build connections with Councils there. 

 



17th June 2018 

In the afternoon we attended the Selby Town Council Funday. This wonderful family 

event was organised by the Town Council for the community and included a fun run, a 

dog show, a concert and more. We made sure to visit all the charity stalls and got to see 

the Royal British Legion knitting poppies for a World War One Remembrance display at 

Selby Abbey. We had afternoon tea with the Right Reverend Dr John Thomson, the 

Bishop of Selby who was also enjoying the Funday and supporting his local community. 

 

19th June 2018 

Early the following week, Sherburn resident Ann Hudson 

helped to organise and run a fashion show to fundraise for 

the Alzheimer’s Society. The event was held at the 

Sherburn Methodist Church and I was happy to be asked 

to open the event. Bonmarche supplied the clothes which 

were modelled by local residents and there were also craft 

stalls, a raffle and refreshments. All in all £747 was raised 

for an excellent cause. 

 

 

25th June 2018 

Monday was a very early start 

to get to York to support the 

manager of Sherburn-based 

company Acorn Event 

Structures, Andrew Nutter, in 

his appearance on BBC 

Breakfast Television. Acorn 

have designed and built 

Europe’s first ever pop-up 

Shakespeare Theatre. Located 

on Tower Street, York until 

2nd September 2018, the Rose 

Theatre will give an authentic 

16th century experience to 

viewing  productions such as Romeo and Juliet and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Having a local company integral to such a huge project brings a real sense of pride to the 

District. 



25th June 2018 

My wife and I 

were invited to 

a garden party 

at Scampston 

Walled Garden 

by the High 

Sheriff Mr 

Christopher 

Legard and his wife Miranda at what proved to be the start of the heatwave. Viewing the 

gardens in the beautiful weather was a real privilege and we enjoyed meeting other 

Civic representatives and talking about the latest news in Selby, such as the Rose 

Theatre, and hearing news from other areas. Regularly meeting with representatives 

from other Councils and areas helps us all to identify opportunities to work together 

and strengthen our connections as well exchanging advice and ideas to help us improve. 

 

 

7th July 2018 

I started this busy 

weekend supporting a 

wonderful family I have 

known for a number of 

years in a very worthy 

cause. Niki Taylor-Draper 

had organised a 70s-

themed fancy dress event 

at Tracey’s Barbers where 

she works to raise money 

for the Candlelighters. The 

Candlelighters support 

families dealing with 

children’s cancer and this 

is a very personal cause as 

Niki’s daughter Francesca Taylor-Draper is currently fighting Leukaemia. It was an 

honour to support Niki and the Candlelighters with this successful event and we wish 

Francesca all the best. 

 

 



7th July 2018 

The Saturday afternoon 

we headed to Normanton 

Town Council’s annual 

Party @ Haw Hill Park. 

The Council had arranged 

an amazing community 

event with food, stalls and 

live music including Little 

Mix and Queen tribute 

bands and a Robbie 

Williams tribute act. 

Everyone was in high 

spirits due to the 

wonderful weather and 

the result of the England – 

Sweden match which was shown to the happy crowds and it was a very successful event 

for Normanton. 

 

8th July 2018 

On the Sunday my wife and I 

headed to Thorpe Lodge in 

Littlethorpe for a Summer 

Garden Party hosted by His 

Worship the Mayor of Harrogate, 

Councillor Bernard Bateman 

MBE and the Chairman of North 

Yorkshire County Council, 

Councillor Robert Windass. All 

the proceeds from ticket sales 

and donations went to the 

Candlelighters and ABF- The 

Soldiers Charity. The ABF is a 

fund that supports service personnel wounded in service with help to overcome 

obstacles to return to normal life as well as providing medical treatment. The very 

impressive Band of the Royal Armoured Corps provided the music for the afternoon and 

we were lucky to have beautiful weather making the event a great success. 

 

 



9th July 2018 

On Monday evening I 

launched the first Move It 

Lose It class at Sherburn 

Outdoor Gym. The outdoor 

gym, opened in March, is a 

collection of gym equipment 

at Eversley Park in Sherburn 

in Elmet free to use for all the 

community. As part of the 

Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles 

campaign classes will now be 

held at the gym to encourage 

health and fitness in the 

community. We are really 

fortunate to have this facility in our area and I was glad to be part of the launch and to 

draw attention to the gym to ensure as many residents as possible can benefit. 
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My third month in office has been full of Civic events 

including two big Yorkshire events: the Great Yorkshire 

Show and Yorkshire Day. I have also been busy keeping up 

with the fundraising for my chosen charities Save the 

Children and Peter Pan Nursery and planning a Charity Concert for 29 September 2018 

in Selby Abbey featuring the Leeds Contemporary Singers and the Yorkshire Volunteers. 

 

11th July 2018 

I started the month opening the 

Summer Fair at Sherburn Hungate 

Primary School. It was a fun filled 

afternoon with games, stalls, crafts and 

amazing food from North Yorkshire 

caterers, Bears Street Food. There were 

also performances from local dance 

companies and the Sherburn Karate 

Club and a fancy dress competition 

which I was asked to judge. It was great 

to see everyone having fun and money being raised for such a fantastic local school. 

 

12th July 2018 

My wife and I were invited to the Great Yorkshire 

Show as guests of the Mayor of Harrogate, 

Councillor Bernard Bateman MBE and his wife, 

Linda Bateman. We happily accepted the 

invitation attending on the Thursday, the final 

day of the show. They hosted the Harrogate 

Borough Council Civic Lunch in the Mayor’s 

Pavilion where we got to catch up with the 

Chairman of North Yorkshire, Councillor Robert 

Windass and meet Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate from the House of Lords and many other 

Civic Heads. We then joined over 130,000 visitors to look around the show and enjoy 

everything it had to offer including live cookery shows, fashion shows, animal classes, 

show jumping, craft marquees, performances in the main ring and hundreds of stalls.  

https://sherburninelmet.co.uk/events/charity-concert/


 

Among the stalls we were pleased to find several local 

businesses promoting their products. Mercers of 

Yorkshire produce jams and chutneys and have their 

factory in Sherburn in Elmet. It was great to meet 

Paul Mercer, the owner, and hear about the success of 

their business and how well they were doing at the 

show. We also met   Charlotte from Bert’s Barrow.  

Bert’s Barrow is a small, family run farm in Hillam 

with a 

wonderful farm shop selling fresh, local produce 

and specialising in seasonal veg boxes. It’s 

wonderful to see successful and innovative 

small businesses thriving in our District and 

using events like the Yorkshire Show to grow 

and promote themselves. We were also pleased 

to meet TV presenters Owain Wyn Evans and 

Amy Garcia at the Look North stand and talk 

about the show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th July 2018 

Friday was a sad day as we attended the memorial of the late Lord Lieutenant, Barry 

Dodd at York Minster. Over a thousand guests attended to pay their respects and hear 

about Mr Dodd’s full life. Representatives from HM Forces, the emergency services, the 

world of business, the judiciary, the charity sector and academia as well as civic and 

political representatives were present showing how many lives he reached.  



 

21st July 2018 

At the weekend were invited by 

the Mayor of Wakefield, 

Councillor Stuart Heptinstall to 

attend the Freedom of the City 

Parade by the Yorkshire 

Regiment. The day included a 

regimental parade, speeches, 

inspection of the troops and the 

military salute given by the 

Lord Lieutenant of West 

Yorkshire, Dame Ingrid Roscoe. 

The parade was followed by a 

Civic lunch at Wakefield Town Hall where we got to enjoy the hospitality or the Mayor 

and meet many members of the Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

 

22nd July 2018 

The next day we attended 

the Civic lunch for the 

Mayor of Harrogate, 

Councillor Bernard 

Bateman MBE. The event 

was held at The Royal 

Baths Chinese Restaurant, 

situated inside the historic 

Royal Baths building 

overlooking Crescent 

Gardens in Harrogate. We 

were able to build on 

existing relationships with 

civic dignitaries we’d met  

such as Lord Kirkhope of 

Harrogate who was very interested to hear about developments, investment and 

industry in the Selby District. 

 



27th July 2018 

On this date the last flying Fairey Swordfish 

aircraft returned to Sherburn for a flyby.   

During World War 2 over 1800 Swordfish 

Bombers were made in Sherburn and the 

aircraft, armed with a torpedo, played a 

crucial role in protecting Allied convoys 

from German U-boat 

attacks. Now there is 

only one of the bi-

planes left that can 

still fly so it was a big honour to witness this historic event. 

 

1st August 2018 

The first of August was Yorkshire Day and we celebrated in Ripon, North Yorkshire’s 

smallest city, as guests of the Mayor, Councillor Pauline McHardy. We joined over 200 

other civic dignitaries from the region to form a procession walking through the city led 

by pipers to Ripon Cathedral, a beautiful building dating back to the 7th Century. The 

Dean of Ripon Cathedral, John Dobson, led a Civic Service celebrating Yorkshire and was 

accompanied by music from the Band of the Royal Armoured Corps, the Yorkshire 

Decibelles and Yorkshire Voices. After the Service was a Civic Luncheon hosted by the 

Dean where we got to mix with other Civic heads from our region and make new 

connections inviting them to events in the Selby area in order to promote our District. 

The day was an amazing celebration of our County that made national news and we 

were very fortunate to have received such a warm Yorkshire welcome from the city of 

Ripon.  



4th August 2018 

The Assizes of Ale is a tradition dating 

back 600 years where the quality and 

quantity of the City of York’s ale must be 

tested by the Sheriff to deter 

unscrupulous landlords. The Sheriff of 

York, Verna Campbell, kindly invited us to 

assist her with this task, along with the Lord 

Mayor of York, Councillor Keith Orrell.  The 

tradition is now much more of a fundraising 

event than an official job so after a charity 

pillory and stall in St Helen's Square we 

set off around the pubs in York with 

buckets to collect money for the Lord Mayor's charities: York Blind and Partially Sighted 

Society, The Island, which mentors children and young people in York and York Music 

Hub, which provides opportunities for children and young people to learn music. Over 

£3000 was raised by the event and a great time was had by all involved.   
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August is traditionally a quiet month in the Civic calendar 

but we have still had a few engagements and things really 

picked up in September. Council work, fundraising and 

preparing for my Charity Concert at the end of September 

in aid of Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery has 

made my fourth month in office the busiest yet. 

 

12th Sunday 2018 

On Sunday I was delighted to be able to support a 

wonderful local business, Bert’s Barrow, with their 

Open Day. Winners of Yorkshire’s Finest Taste Award 

for Best Fresh Produce, Bert’s Barrow is farm shop in 

Hillam run by Charlotte 

and Jason Thompson 

supplying fresh local ice 

cream, meat, cheese, 

chutney and more. The Open Day was very well 

attended with families gathering to enjoy the amazing 

food and drink available and watch the Sheep Grand 

National which I was honoured to start!   

 

21st August 2018 

My wife and I were invited to a Civic Lunch at Scarborough Cricket club by the Mayor of 

Scarborough, Councillor Joe Plant. The luncheon took place during the Scarborough 

Cricket Festival and we stayed to watch the third 

day of the County Championship fixture between 

Yorkshire and Worcestershire, which 

unfortunately Worcestershire won! We also got 

to meet Simon Weston, an army veteran of the 

Falklands War known for his charity work. 

Simon was guest of honour and we were very 

interested to hear his story and hope to invite 

him to the Selby District in the future. 



25-27th August 2018 

Over the August Bank Holiday weekend we had the 

second annual Sherburn Craft and Food Festival. 

Started in 2017 with a contribution from Selby 

District Council, this year the festival was better than 

ever with 150 stalls, professional cooking 

demonstrations 

from chefs 

including Howard Middleton and DeeSpice, live 

entertainment and singers, vintage cars, animals 

and more. We were lucky to have Colson Smith, 

Craig Tinker from Coronation Street, open the 

Festival and there were also lots of competitions 

with craft, art, photography and horticultural 

categories to enter. Athelstan Primary School in 

Sherburn won the Inter School competition and were pleased to receive a prize of £250.   

 

27th August 2018 

Bank Holiday Monday I held another charity car park event in Selby. District Councillors 

John Cattanach, Debbie White, Mike Jordan and Karl Arthur were kind enough to 

volunteer their time to help and people were very generous with their donations. £390 

was raised and this will be split equally between Save the Children and Peter Pan 

Nursery. 

 

1st September 2018 

Thorpe Willoughby Parish Council have installed a new 

war memorial on the village green as part of their 

community garden project. I was honoured to be asked 

to unveil the memorial before it was blessed by 

Reverend Peter Watson. Though it coincides with the 

centenary of World War One, the memorial is to honour 

those who have lost their lives in all wars as the 

inscription reads “Remembering lives given in conflicts 

worldwide to save our freedom for ever RIP”. The event 

was really well attended and received by the village and 

the Parish Council will now continue to improve the 

area with planting and seating. 

 



2nd September 2018 

Sunday was a very special day in my year in office as I held my 

Civic Service at All Saints Church in my home town of Sherburn 

in Elmet. Over 200 guests attended including friends and family 

as well as the Vice Lord Lieutenant Major Peter Scrope, 

Honorary Aldermen and 

Civic Heads. During the 

service we were fortunate to 

have performances from 

Sherburn resident and West 

End star Leanne Jeffers and 

after the service Pipe Major 

David Waterton-Anderson led the procession 

through Sherburn to a reception at Sherburn Old Girls School. I attended the school as 

an infant and it has long since closed but 

Friends of the Old Girls School managed 

to raise almost £500,000 to stop the 

school being demolished and fully 

renovate it into the Old Girls School 

Community Centre and Tea Rooms. The 

new facility has activity rooms, meeting 

rooms, a computer suite, cinema and the 

Little Teapot Café. The reception to the 

Civic Service became the formal opening of the Community Centre and we were treated 

to wonderful catering, a concert pianist and a commemorative beaker to remember the 

day. The Bishop of Selby, Dr John Thomson was due to open the centre but was 

unfortunately taken ill the day before but we are pleased to hear he has made a speedy 

recovery and will be back to bless the Community Centre which promises to be a very 

useful local asset.   



7th September 2018 

Sherburn hosted its first Starlight Walk in aid of the 

Prince of Wales Hospice. I was there to set off over a 

hundred people at 9pm for a long sponsored starlit 

walk around Sherburn and was there to welcome 

them back at midnight with refreshments and 

congratulations. All money raised went to a very 

worthy cause; the Prince of Wales Hospice provides 

valuable care and support to patients with life 

limiting illnesses and their families. 

 

8th September 2018 

The following day we attended Normanton Gala at Haw Hill Park with the Mayor of 

Normanton, Councillor Denton Jones. The Gala 

started with a carnival parade and had stalls, a fun 

fair, live entertainment and music. In the evening 

they held a fantastic fireworks display and, after 

talking to Mayor and seeing the work that had gone 

into the event, we came home with lots of ideas for 

community events in the Selby District. Seeing how 

Councils run things in different areas provides 

inspiration to continue improving how we do things 

for communities here. 

 

9th September 2018 

The Vale of York Half Marathon 

started at Sherburn Aero Club this 

year. The race is in its fifth year and 

the route chosen this year proved 

very popular with over 2000 

runners turning up to enjoy the flat 

scenic run around Wistow and 

Cawood. I was honoured to start the 

race which was in aid of the Sue 

Ryder charity and very pleased to 

hear that over £20,000 was raised. 

 



11th September 2018 

Yorkshire in Bloom, part of RHS Britain in 

Bloom held its Annual Awards Ceremony 

at York Racecourse this year. Yorkshire in 

Bloom recognises and rewards the 

improvements communities make to their 

area with planting designs and displays. 

The Market Cross Shopping Centre in 

Selby won a Silver Gilt Medal in the Large 

Business category and was praised for 

being an interesting shopping centre with 

wise planting and a good addition to Selby 

Market Town. We were delighted to accept the award on behalf of Dransfield 

Properties, the site owners, and celebrate the successes of other Yorkshire towns, 

villages and businesses.  

 

13th September 2018 

On Thursday we joined the Mayor of 

Stockton-on-Tees, Councillor Eileen Johnson 

at Preston Park Museum for a night of music 

and food. The Andy Johnson Band 

performed, a delicious buffet was served 

and Councillor Johnson held a raffle. All 

proceeds from the raffle and ticket sales 

went to the Mayor’s charities The Mary Thompson Fund, The Royal British Legion, and a 

new charity supporting care leavers to develop business expertise. Again, it was 

interesting and useful to see the ideas other councils had for fundraising and I hope to 

use the experience to benefit our fundraising in the Selby District. 

 

14th September 2018 

The Mayor of Wakefield, Councillor Stuart 

Heptinstall, invited us to the ceremony of the 

Sounding Retreat in the Bull Ring precinct in 

Wakefield city centre. The Sounding Retreat is an 

ancient military custom and was performed on this 

occasion by The Band and Bugles of The Rifles, the 

largest Regiment in the British Army.  This was 

followed by a marching display and a musical finale. 



15th September 2018 

At the Weekend I attended a Fun Day 

at Fields Garden Centre in Sherburn in 

Elmet and opened its wonderful new 

café. The café will be using locally 

sourced ingredients and I’m sure will 

prove to be a real asset to the local 

area. I’m always pleased to see local 

businesses expanding and Fields have 

lots of plans for the future including a 

play area and a licensed restaurant. 

 

20th September 2018 

Thursday evening we attended the Insider Property Industry Awards at Leeds Armoury. 

Selby District Council was shortlisted for Local Authority of the Year along with Hull 

City Council, Leeds City Council and Calderdale Council. I am very pleased to report that 

Selby District Council won; a wonderful achievement against such strong competition, 

and I was honoured to collect the award on behalf of the Council. Selby District Council 

won because of its plans for growth and major new investment in the area, including an 

industrial development at Sherburn, the proposed redevelopment of Kellingley Colliery 

to offer a state-of-the-art new business space, and plans to redevelop an area around 

Selby canal to deliver housing and recreation space. Along with all Selby District Council 

staff I am happy this work has been recognised and look forward to seeing the jobs and 

opportunities it will bring to the District. Pictured below with my wife and I are Martin 

Grainger, Head of Planning at Selby District Council and Julian Rudd, Head of Economic 

Development and Regeneration along with a representative from the Harworth Group, 

who sponsored the award.    
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September saw me hold my first charity concert at Selby 

Abbey. This was the biggest fundraising event I have had 

so far and it was a great success raising nearly £5000! 

Inspiration from other fundraising events I have attended 

this month in different authorities and experience from 

my own concert means I have lots of ideas to make future 

events even more successful and raise as much money as 

possible for Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery.  

 

26 September 2018 

We held a dress down day for staff at the Selby District Council offices in Selby. Using 

my background as a caterer, I homemade sandwiches, cakes, quiches and biscuits for 

staff to buy and also held a raffle. Staff were really 

generous with their donations and we managed to raise 

£460. This was also a good opportunity to raise a bit 

more awareness amongst colleagues about the work of 

the Chairman and the charities I am championing. 

 

27 September 2018 

The next day I attended the eighth annual Selby Jobs Fair 

held at Selby College. Organised and attended by our MP, 

Nigel Adams, the fair had over 30 companies in attendance 

offering over 600 jobs. The National High Speed Rail College 

was looking for apprentices to help build HS2, the 

engineering, care, finance and retail sectors were all 

represented and there was a focus on the new S2 

development in Sherburn which will need skilled workers 

for the manufacturing park. Nigel Adams is committed to 

lowering unemployment in this constituency and I’m 

pleased to support events like this which are part of the 

solution; unemployment has fallen by 58% since he was 

elected in 2010. 

 



28 September 2018 

The next morning was the Sherburn Business Network Group 

Conference held in Scarthingwell. The BNG is a business networking 

group which meets monthly and this annual conference is a chance 

to hear presentations from experts and successful business owners 

in the District. Selby District Council’s own Chief Executive, Janet 

Waggott, gave a talk on the vision for economic success in Sherburn at Tadcaster and it 

is exciting to know to know how clear and strong the Council’s plans for improving 

business opportunities are and to be able to see them in action. 

 

28 September 2018 

That evening we attended the Dean’s Banquet at Ripon Cathedral hosted by the Dean of 

Ripon, the Very Reverend John Dobson. This event was exceptionally well organised and 

run; we were treated to a jazz reception, a three course meal, performances from local 

opera singers and a live auction. The event was to raise 

money for the Ripon Cathedral Renewed project which 

is the Dean’s plan to update the facilities at the 

cathedral while enhancing the heritage. With the 950th 

anniversary of Selby Abbey coming up, this event has 

inspired me to look into whether we could hold a 

banquet or similar to raise funds for maintenance of 

the Abbey. The Abbey is undergoing restoration at the moment and funds are urgently 

needed to repair the roof. Using the venue in different ways, for different events, like 

Ripon Cathedral have, could prove very useful in meeting the challenge. 

 

29 September 2018 

Saturday saw us spending the afternoon preparing the 

Abbey and the evening welcoming guests to my Charity 

Concert. We started with drinks and nibbles in the Abbey 

then the 300 strong crowd took their seats to watch 

performances from the Yorkshire Volunteers Band and 

The Leeds Contemporary Singers, Gareth Malone’s 

winners of the BBC show Pitch Battle. Among the guests 

were the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Richard Shepherd, the High Sheriff of Yorkshire, Chris 

Legard, many fellow Mayors, Chairmen and Councillors as well as Honorary Aldermen. 

The performances were very well received and the concert was the best attended event 

held at Selby Abbey for 10 years. Donations were very generous on the night, and along 

with a raffle and ticket sales, £4800 profit was raised for the charities. 



9 October 2018 

On Tuesday morning we attending the birthday coffee morning of the Mayor of 

Normanton, Councillor Denton Jones. We were welcomed into the Town Hall at 

Normanton for cake and drinks and it was 

great to catch up with Councillor Jones and 

the other attendees. As well as celebrating his 

birthday, the Mayor used the opportunity to 

raise money for his Mayor’s Charity Fund, 

which is given to good causes which benefit 

the people of Normanton and his Charity 

Appeal which is supporting the Prince of 

Wales Hospice in Pontefract. 

 

12 October 2018 

On the Friday I attended the Selby College Higher Education Awards at Selby Abbey. The 

Associate Dean of the University of Hull, Colin Johnson, gave the address, then 

presented the Awards along with Professor Roy 

Fisher from the University of Huddersfield. Students 

were receiving their Higher National Certificates and 

Higher National Diplomas and there were extra 

awards for exceptional effort and achievement. We 

enjoyed a performance by harpist Lucinda Taylor and 

opera singer and former Selby College Student, Jacob 

Walsh and then sampled refreshments presented by 

Selby College Catering Services. Selby College is one of England’s top performing 

colleges and their Higher Education provision is making a very positive impact on the 

Selby District meaning we have our own highly trained and educated employees to offer 

businesses that are settling and growing here. The Further Education Awards will 

follow in December. 

 

14 October 2018 

Sunday was the Civic Service of the Mayor of Tadcaster and 

fellow District Councillor,   Councillor Donald Bain Mackay. The 

Service, held at St Mary’s Church in Tadcaster featured prayers, 

readings and hymns. The Tadcaster Mayor’s chain of office 

includes the official badge of Tadcaster Town Council. It shows 

the bridge over the River Wharfe, the town's links with brewing and agriculture, the 

White Rose of Yorkshire and one of the three swans which symbolise Selby.  



18 October 2018 

Thursday we attended Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet Presentation at St Peter’s 

School in York. The Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets are selected from young people in the 

cadets who have completed their training and made a significant contribution to their 

local community. Vice Lord –Lieutenant Major Peter Scrope was in attendance to 

present certificates and badges to the young people selected: Lydia Crampton from the 

Sea Cadets, Daniella Recchia from the Army Cadets and Harry East from the Air Cadets. 

The winners will get to participate in civic and military occasions with the Vice Lord 

Lieutenant to gain valuable experience for, what I am sure will be, very bright futures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 October 2018 

During the day on Friday I set up a stall at York Station selling keyrings to raise money 

for Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery. People were very generous and we ended 

up raising over £400. The same evening we attended the Mayor of Normanton’s Charity 

concert at the Hopetown Liberal Club. Councillor Jones has booked a Cliff Richard 

Tribute act and we were treated to pie and peas and a few rounds of bingo. The event 

was very well attended and plenty of money was raised for the Mayor’s Charity fund. 

Councillor Jones has become an inspiration after seeing his success in the approach of 

holding lots of diverse events on differing scales; this offers something for the whole 

community to become involved in and is something to emulate in the Selby District.   



20 October 2018 

At the weekend we attended the Army Foundation Gala Dinner at Uniacke Barracks in 

Harrogate in aid of ABF The Soldiers Charity. This was a very formal event and we were 

very well looked after by the Officers hosting. An 

auction was held with prizes including tickets to the 

Strictly Come Dancing Tour, a falconry day and even a 

skydiving opportunity! Thousands was raised for ABF, 

the national charity of the British Army that provides 

support and financial assistance to soldiers, veterans 

and their families in times of need. There were also two 

guest speakers; Ibrar Ali ad Bob Semple. Ibrar Ali 

served with the Yorkshire Regiment in Iraq when he 

was seriously injured in a bomb attack. He was 

awarded the Military Cross for his actions that day and 

has since gone on the trek to the South Pole with Prince 

Harry and complete a marathon on every continent in a 

single week. Bob Semple was a member of the Royal 

Engineers when he was captured by Al Qaeda in Yemen. He was held in solitary 

confinement for 18 months before being rescued. It was a fantastic evening for a very 

worthy cause. 

 

22 October 2018 

The following Monday saw the launch of the Arriva 415 Sapphire bus on Parliament 

Street. The new bus has USB charging, free wi-fi and next stop announcements. The 

High Sheriff and the Lord Mayor of York also attended as the new bus will be running 

between York and Selby. Minster FM were on site to provide music, prizes and 

entertainment and people were invited to take a look around the bus. Quality public 

transport is vital for our area and all improvements are to be welcomed. Prince Harry 

and Meghan (lookalikes) were even there to help the launch!   



            The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – 

Chairman of Selby District 

Council and District 

Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

Over Autumn and Christmas has been the busiest 

period for me as Chairman so far. I had over forty 

Civic engagements on top of my responsibilities 

as a District Councillor. I have continued raising 

money for my chosen charities Save the Children 

and Peter Pan Nursery as well as attending 

Remembrance Centenary events, screenings, 

Civic events and, as we moved toward Christmas, 

seasonal events including school nativities and Christmas markets. I have also spent 

a lot of time organising what will be the biggest event of my year in office, The 

Chairman’s Charity Gala Concert on Saturday 16th March 2019. 

 

 

25th October 2018 

 

My wife took charge of 

organising a Charity 

Fashion Show at M&Co 

in Selby.  The event was 

sold out and the 

attendees got to see the 

latest line of fashions 

from the store while 

enjoying refreshments. 

Including ticket sales, 

donations and a raffle, 

over £300 was raised 

and everyone had a 

great time.   

 

 



26th October 2018 

The Friday night we attended a local pub quiz. Eleven teams from pubs in the 

Sherburn area took part in Elmet Lions annual pub quiz. Teams had to answer 100 

questions in a 30 minute slot, and the winning team was The Oddfellows Arms in 

Sherburn, who last won two years ago, and who this year answered 84 questions 

correctly. Runners up were Fenton Flyer of Church Fenton, with 80 correct answers, 

followed by The Greyhound in Saxton with a score of 78. 

 

 

4th November 2018 

On the Sunday before Armistice Sunday we attended the 

annual memorial service at our local church, All Saints 

Church in Sherburn in Elmet. The evening was very well 

 

 

 

 

7th November 2018 

The following week I attended 

the third anniversary of the 

Selby branch of the University 

of the Third Age at Selby Town 

Hall. I was very pleased to 

support the success of the 

U3A and see displays of group 

projects and performances 

from music groups. I was 

joined by the Mayor of Selby 

Town, Eva lambert who was 

also there to support the 

group.   

 

 

 



9th November 2018 

On the Friday I visited the Popplewell Centre in 

Sherburn in Elmet to meet Council residents and find 

out their concerns as tenants. We also invited the 

tenants to the Selby District Council Christmas Party on 

the 11th of December – an event that will show tenants 

our appreciation as well as offering a platform to air any 

views. 

 

 

 

10th November 2018 

The next day my wife 

and I attended the Eve 

of the End of Centenary 

Dinner at the Spa Hotel 

in Ripon, in aid of the 

Army Benevolent Fund, 

hosted by the Mayor of 

Harrogate, Councillor 

Bernard Bateman and 

the Chairman of North 

Yorkshire County 

Council, Councillor 

Robert Windass along 

with the Chairman of the 

British Legion Ripon 

Branch, Jeet Bahadur 

Sahi. Singer Maria Manchester provided the entertainment and Johnny Wardle, 

former Commanding Officer for Scotland gave reflections on World War One with the 

Commanding Officer of the Army Foundation College, Colonel Richard Hall MBE 

reminding us why we gathered together that evening. The ABF ensures service 

personnel wounded in action receive the support they need and we were very 

pleased to support this event and reverent of the event commemorated. 

 

 

 



11th November 2018 

On the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday I 

attended the blessing of the Parish Memorial 

Garden in Barlby. The Reverend Graham Horner 

blessed the garden which had been designed to 

commemorate the end of WW1 and is dedicated 

to all those who have served their county in 

times of conflict. A reception was held by Barlby 

and Osgodby Town Council in the Community 

after the ceremony. 

 

11th November 2018 

Later I attended the Centenary Remembrance service in Selby Abbey and laid a 

wreath to remember the fallen. This 

service was incredibly well attended 

with over 1000 people filing into the 

Abbey to pay their respects, among 

them the Mayor of Selby, the North 

Yorkshire County Council Chairman 

and the Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner, Julia Mulligan. I then 

laid a wreath in Selby Park at the War 

Memorial in memory of those who 

gave their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11th November 2018 

In the evening, Sherburn 

participated in the Lighting of 

the Beacons Ceremony to 

celebrate the Centenary. To 

mark and commemorate the 

end of the First World War, 

the Sherburn White Rose 

Football Club lit their beacon 

in memory of the brave 

soldiers and was the first 

post in the County to do so. 

 

13th November 2018 

The following week we were fortunate enough to 

attend the Minster FM Listener Choice Awards 

2018. We were pleased to see lots of Selby 

businesses receive awards and I was privileged 

to present The Selby Town Enterprise 

Partnership Best Selby Shop to Heaven and 

Home.   

 

 

27th November 2018 

We gathered at Selby Town Hall for a 

screening of “Four Mums in a Boat”. This 

award winning documentary features four 

women from the District who rowed across 

the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to 

raise money for Selby Charity EmPeople. 

Emily Spinks, who has autism, was the 

inspiration for the charity set up by her mum 

Andrea one of the rowers. The film showed 

their epic journey and was a very inspiring story. We also got to meet the rowers 

after the screening and have a Q&A and buy signed copies of their corresponding 

book. 

 



29th November 2018 

That Thursday I attended the Civic Centre in Selby to give the opening speech at 

North Yorkshire County Council’s Looked After Children and Care Leaver’s Strategy 

Launch Event. NYCC detailed how Councils and agencies can work together to 

provide the best for children in care and what is being agreed and worked on to 

ensure this happens. It was especially useful to have young people present to give 

their opinions as service users. 

 

30th November 2018 

During the day we attended Normanton Christmas market where there were stalls, 

entertainment, children’s rides and Santa’s grotto. In the evening we headed to 

Goole for the Christmas 

Lights Switch-On 2018. 

We were welcomed by 

the Mayor of Goole, 

Councillor Richard Walker 

and joined in with carols 

before watching a 

performance by local 

children from Marshlands 

Primary School. The 

Mayor then switched on 

the lights with the help of 

the pantomime dame 

from a local production of Sleeping Beauty. 

 

 

1st December 2018 

On the first of December I opened the Peter Pan 

Nursey Christmas Fair. Peter Pan Nursery is a 

nursery school for children in the District with 

disabilities and I am proud to have chosen them 

as one of my charities to support this year as they 

provide such excellent care. The Christmas Fair 

raised an amazing £687 which is excellent news 

for the nursery which relies on donations. 

 



2nd December 2018 

The following day I was invited to attend 

the Christmas Market in Tadcaster by the 

Mayor of Tadcaster, and fellow District 

Councillor Don Mackay. The market 

celebrated its 16th anniversary and keeps 

going from strength to strength. Minster 

FM were live from the town and thousands 

of visitors showed up to enjoy stalls, street 

food, music and a Santa’s Grotto. I am 

very pleased to see that Tadcaster has 

made such a good recovery from the 

disastrous flood of 2015 to become a popular, thriving town again. 

 

6th December 2018 

On the Thursday I opened the Wartime Christmas Charity Event at The Dintingdale 

Restaurant on Scarthingwell Golf Course. The evening was in aid of Help for Heroes 

and Peter Pan Nursery and featured wartime themed entertainment, singers, food 

and quizzes to celebrate the centenary of World War One. The evening made a lot of 

money for the charities and we were fortunate enough to meet David Routledge, a 

co-ordinator with Help for Heroes who invited us to meet recovering heroes at the 

Catterick Recovery Centre. 

 

7th December 2018 

During the day I visited Athelstan Primary School in Sherburn in Elmet to see their 

Christmas Show. The children and staff had worked very hard to give a spectacular 

festive performance and I was very 

proud to show my support for this 

wonderful local school. In the evening 

my wife and I attended a wine tasting 

event hosted by the Mayor and 

Mayoress of Morley, Councillor Roger 

and Mrs Christine Bell. The event was 

held at Thornfield House in Morley 

and excellent food drink and 

entertainment was provided. The 

event was held in aid of the Mayor’s 

charity and benefitted a young girl 

who needed funded for special care.   



8th December 2018 

That weekend we visited the Christmas Craft Fair held at the Old Girls’ School in 

Sherburn. There were mince pies and mulled wine as well as a wonderful range of 

stalls with a variety of vintage and handmade gifts and cards from local craftspeople. 

I also attended a concert at 

Selby Abbey. Councillor 

Lambert, the Mayor of 

Selby was also in 

attendance and we were 

delighted to see money 

raised for the Abbey to 

repair the roof. The 

Fairburn Singers performed 

at the event. Fairburn 

Singers are a local 40 

strong choir which 

celebrated 25 years in 2015 

and they donated £500 that 

they raised on the evening 

to Myeloma UK.   

9th December 2018 

The next day we attended a 

Christmas Charity Lunch hosted 

by Councillor Robert Windass, the 

Chairman of North Yorkshire 

County Council and Councillor 

Bernard Bateman, the Mayor of 

Harrogate at the Royal Baths 

Chinese Restaurant in Harrogate. 

The money raised from the 

banquet went to support the 

Candle Lighters and the Army Benevolent Fund. 

It was great to catch up people we have now got 

to know quite well and it’s always a pleasure to 

support such wonderful charities. Later that day 

we went to the Mayor of Doncaster, Councillor 

Majid Khan’s, Civic Mayor’s Carol Service. The 

Salvation Army and The Choir from Hilltop 

Academy performed and there were several bible 

reading and a very warm welcome from the 

Mayor.  



10th December 2018 

We started sending out our official Christmas cards 

today. I chose a festive picture of All Saints Church in 

Sherburn as the cover of the card and was very pleased 

to receive lots of cards from Civic friends with festive 

photos from their Districts. 

 

11th December 2018 

Selby District Council held a 

Christmas party for their 

tenants at the Civic Centre in 

Selby to let them know how 

much they are valued. It was 

a great opportunity to meet 

local residents and find out 

about their experiences, 

positive and negative with the 

Council and look for ways we 

can improve our service.  

 

12th December 2018 

During the day we held a Christmas jumper 

dress down day at the Council Offices. Staff 

were encouraged to wear their best 

Christmas jump and prizes were awarded for 

those who made the best efforts. I also 

brought in festive food to sell and we held a 

raffle. It was great to see everyone getting 

into the Christmas spirit and people were so 

generous with their donations that over £750 

was raised for my charities. 

That evening we attended Brass and Voices at St Olaves in York and hosted by the 

Sheriff of York, Verna Campbell. The concert featured performances from Tutti 

Amici, a successful youth choir and The Shepherd Group Youth Band, a local brass 

band who have had success all over the country and will be embarking on an 

overseas tour in 2019. 

 



13th December 2018 

On the Thursday I started the day by visiting Osborne House, a care home in Selby 

run by Crown Care. I took Christmas gifts and enjoyed spending time with staff and 

residents discussing local issues and my role as Chairman.  

I later attended the nativity play at the Methodist Church put on by pupils of Hungate 

School in Sherburn. The children and teachers had clearly put a lot of effort into 

putting on a brilliant show and it really put us in the Christmas spirit.  

That evening we went to 

Normanton for the Town 

Council’s Christmas Celebration. 

We caught up with our friend, the 

Mayor, Councillor Denton Jones 

and visited the Parish Church to 

see performances from The 

Salvation Army Band, White 

Rose Male Voice Praise and 

Altofts Junior School Choir. The 

event was in conjunctions with 

the Normanton and District 

Lions. 

 

14th December 2018 

I had an early start visiting the Royal Mail Sorting Office on Micklegate in Selby along 

with the Leader of the Council, Councillor Mark Crane and Janet Waggott, the Chief 

Executive. We wanted to show our appreciation for the extra work the Royal Mail 

staff take on at Christmas and see behind the scenes at the very busy office. After 

that I visited another residential home in Selby, Firth House, run by Anchor and 

brought gifts to the residents. I spoke to them about their concerns and let them 

know about the work we are doing at the Council.  

Later on we attended the 26th Annual Awards Evening for Selby College, held at 

Selby Abbey. We celebrated the successes of A Level and Vocational students as 

they received awards for Effort & Achievement or Best Student in their respective 

courses, as well as a number of special Unique Awards. Some staff members also 

received their awards for long service. There was also a musical performance from 

an ex student and presentations from current staff and students. Selby College is 

one of England’s top performing colleges and it was a privilege to celebrate its 

success.  

 



16th December 2018 

Sunday was a very special day spent in 

the company of the Chairman of East 

Riding of Yorkshire Council, Councillor 

Margaret Chadwick at her Christmas 

Pantomime and Civic Dinner. We got to 

see Jack and the Beanstalk starring 

Marina Sirtis at Bridlington Spa on 

Marine Drive, Bridlington. We were then 

treated to a Civic Dinner and had chance 

to take part in a raffle to raise money for 

Councillor Chadwick’s chosen charity, 

Marie Curie. We had a fantastic day and 

are pleased to be making connections 

with Councils further afield.  

 

 

18th December 2018 

On the Tuesday afternoon I held Christmas drinks and nibbles for staff at the Civic 

Centre in Selby. This was to say thank you on behalf of the Councillors for all the 

hard work staff do and the support they offer and also gave me the opportunity to 

speak with officers I hadn’t yet had a chance to get to know. Later on we held a full 

Council meeting for all Councillors to hear annual reports from the Executive and our 

Committees and many colleagues stayed afterwards for Christmas drinks and 

snacks. 



19th December 2018 

The following day I visited more residential care 

homes in the District; Westwood in Selby, 

Hambleton 

Court Care 

Home in 

Hambleton and 

Riccall House 

Care Home. 

Again it was a pleasure to meet residents and 

have their perspective on a range of local issues 

but to also talk about family and Christmas 

plans; we even joined in with a sing along 

Christmas Concert at Riccall.   

In the evening we went to Sherburn High School to see their production of Joseph 

and the Technicolour Dreamcoat. The pupils were fantastic, we could really see the 

time and effort put in to getting the performances and set just right by students and 

teachers. We also took part in a raffle to raise money for the school and are very 

proud to support local facilities. 

 

20th December 2018 

As part of the Elmet Lions, I dressed up as an elf to help Santa visit the streets 

around Sherburn on his sleigh. The Lions are a group of volunteers who raise money 

to help the local community on a variety of projects. We had a lot of fun riding around 

the streets, waving to everyone and collecting donations for a very worthy cause. 

 

21st December 2018 

My final care home visit of the year was to Meadow Lodge in Kellington and then we 

made our way to York to meet the Sheriff of York, Verna Campbell for the Sheriff’s 

Riding. The Sheriff’s riding is a centuries old custom going back to when York was 

fully contained within the city walls. After dusk on the 21st of December the Sheriff’s 

party is accompanied to the York Waits in their livery and then they process around 

the city gates. The Sheriff gives a proclamation and ‘thieves, dice players and other 

unthrifty folk’ are welcomed into the city for the twelve days of Christmas. Of course 

this tradition is not needed anymore but the Sheriff continues with it as a spectacle 

and as an opportunity to raise money for charity. After the procession we were 

welcomed into the Mansion House for drinks and to meet other Civic Heads. 

 



24th December 2018 

My final engagement before Christmas was a Children’s Crib Service at Selby Abbey 

run by Canon John Weetman. There was a very large turnout, the Abbey was almost 

full and it was lovely to see so many families turning out in the cold to be involved 

and celebrate Christmas together. 



            The Chairman’s Diary 

Councillor David Buckle – Chairman 

of Selby District Council and District 

Councillor for Sherburn in Elmet 

My last few months in office were as eventful as the 

first few. After the Christmas break I came back 

renewed, ready to continue working to support local 

businesses and raise money for my charities, in 

particular with my March concert at Selby Abbey. We 

also continued to build bonds with other Councils 

and got the opportunity to visit veterans at the Help 

for Heroes Recovery Centre at Catterick Garrison. 

 

 

7th January 2019 

My first job of the year was visiting the Edward Charles Hair Studio in Sherburn to help 

celebrate local carer, Katrina Thomas, receive a 

makeover from London-based professional 

hairdresser and Toni and Guy member, Guy 

France. Katrina cares for her widowed father as 

well as her three children and was given the 

makeover as a treat. Edward Charles is a thriving 

business, as are all shops in Sherburn; we don’t 

have empty shops here and it’s wonderful to see 

businesses giving back. 

 

9th January 2019 

We can already see the excitement building for the first leg of the Tour de Yorkshire, 

which will finish in front of Selby Abbey. Today the TDY Road Show came to Selby and 

lots of businesses and community groups arrived to find out how they can support the 

event and benefit from it. As we look ahead to 2019 and the plans to help the town 

celebrate the 950th anniversary of the founding of Selby Abbey, we know that this event 

will be one of many high profile events that attract visitors to the area. This can only be 

good news for our businesses who can benefit from increased numbers of people 

visiting the district.  And it’s great news for everyone who lives here, as we can get 

involved in and enjoy these events too. 

 



10th January 2019 

The next day I attended the Business Network Group Meeting in Scarthingwell. This 

meeting is organised by Osgoldcross and Elmet Rotary Club and runs presentations and 

discussions between over 80 local businesses to exchange ideas and strategies. The 

Group meets monthly and this month we discussed ‘Wheels to Work’, an initiative 

providing a not for profit moped loan scheme to help young people get to 

training/apprenticeships when public transport isn’t available.  

 

25th January 2019 

Myself and the Mayor of Selby had the opportunity to 

tour Selby College today and meet the new Principal 

and Chief Executive Phil Sayles. Phil brings a lot of 

experience to the role and is looking forward to taking 

one of the highest performing colleges in the country. 

We enjoyed meeting the students who will all 

undoubtedly have bright futures. 

 

 

26th January 2019 

We attended Selby Abbey to watch a Youth Choir and Orchestra performance. The 

children were amazing and it’s great to see a building so old still be so relevant and well 

used. The Abbey staff were also thinking about Selby 950. Selby 950 is a celebration of 

the 950th anniversary of the Abbey’s foundation and the integral role it plays in Selby’s 

history. As well as celebrating Selby Abbey, it will also be a celebration of other key 

aspects of the town’s heritage. 

 

31st January 2019 

After meeting at an earlier function I was invited 

to visit the Help for Heroes Recovery Centre at 

Catterick Garrison but manager David Routledge. 

The centre is accessible to all wounded, injured and 

sick personnel and their loved ones, whether they’re 

still serving or a Veteran.  The centre’s facilities 

support the recovery process. These include 

classrooms and an IT suite, training kitchens, an 

art room and wood workshop, a gym with 



specialist equipment and health and wellbeing rooms. I was accompanied by Selby’s 

Chief Executive, Janet Waggott, and by several fellow District Councillors. We were all 

very impressed by the facility and honoured to meet residents there. 

 

7th February 2019 

On the Thursday my fellow Conservative members and I met with Secretary of State for 

Transport, Chris Grayling. We took him to Selby Train Station to outline the need for the 

station to have a lift so that it is accessible to all. The town is fully accessible so it’s 

inconceivable the station falls behind. There is not enough time for disabled users or 

those with pushchairs or extra luggage to cross the track safely and if they cannot use 

stairs then they often cannot get to the right platform. The MP agreed with us and this is 

a positive step on the way to getting lifts installed. 

 

8th February 2019 

This evening was the Mayor of Stockton on Tees, Councillor Eileen Johnson’s Annual 

Charity Dinner Dance held at Wynyard Hall in Billingham. The dance was held in aid of 

the Royal British Legion and The Mary Thompson Fund. Local band, The Southmartins 

provided live music and a raffle and an auction ensured that lots of money was raised 

for the very deserving charities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th February 2019 

The Mayor of Normanton, Councillor Denton Jones invited us to his charity concert 

starring local singer Tony Wayne. The concert held at the WMC was packed out as the 

modest ticket price also included food, bingo and a raffle. It was a fun evening and, most 

importantly raised money for charity. 

 



16th February 2019 

At the invitation of the Lord Mayor of York, we attended a Valentine’s Ball held at the 

National Railway Museum in York. This was a black tie ball with the aim of raising the 

maximum possible for his chosen charities - The Island, York Music Hub and York Blind 

and Partially Sighted Society. As such, some very unusual and completely unique 

auction prizes were offered including a piece of York Minster Stone, a 2nd Century 

candlestick, private tours of local attractions and the chance to take over a radio station 

for an hour. Councillor Keith Orrell had a very successful evening and inspired me with 

my charity fundraising. 

 

17th February 2019 

The Mayor of Harrogate, Councillor Bernard Bateman and Commanding Officer of the 

Army Foundation College, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Hall invited us to their Civic 

Charity Concert held to raise money for ABF The Soldier’s Charity. The Band of the 

Royal Armoured Corps played alongside students from North Yorkshire Schools at the 

Uniacke Barracks in Harrogate. 

22nd February 2019 

We had been invited to the Wakefield Festival of Food, 

Drink and Rhubarb and upon arrival were delighted to be 

asked to join the Mayor of Wakefield for the opening. We 

then toured the festival together and were really 

impressed by the multitude 

of stalls, live music and 

cooking demonstrations. The 

focus was on Yorkshire produce with rhubarb being the 

star of the show. Yorkshire Rhubarb from the Rhubarb 

Triangle is globally famous and has protected status and it 

was fascinating to see the wide range of products it 

inspired. 

That evening we attended the Mister FM Local Hero Awards at York Racecourse. 

Various categories included Child of Achievement Award, Volunteer of the Year Award, 

Bravery Award, and Charity Fundraiser of the Year. It was heartening to see so many 

exceptional people receiving their deserved recognition. 

 

 

 



1st March 2019 

I held a Charity Race night at Field’s Garden Centre in Sherburn. The event was 

oversubscribed but we packed everyone in to have a wonderful evening watching and 

betting on pretend horse races. Combined with a raffle and an auction this evening 

alone raised £2000. 

2nd March 2019 

Today we welcomed a new minister at Sherburn Methodist Church. We got to know the 

Reverend Christine Gillespie through a Service and a meet and greet afterwards and 

know she will be a great asset to our community and all the villages she has 

responsibility for. 

4th – 8th March 2019 

This week saw Selby held its inaugural Selby District Business 

Week. In collaboration with partners Selby District Council held a 

number of targeted workshops providing free advice and 

guidance to all local businesses and I was keen to support the 

events and welcome all new business investment and growth in 

our area. On the 5th March the Tour de Yorkshire trophies 

reached Selby as part of a tour around the start and finish of this 

year’s race. I was lucky enough to view the trophies before they 

continued on their tour visiting local schools. The whole 

community including District and Town Councillors are looking 

forward to welcoming the race and making it a double celebration along with the 950th 

anniversary of Selby Abbey. 

6th March 2019 

I held another Dress Down Day at Selby District Council offices today. Staff were 

encouraged to come in their casual clothes and we took a donation and sold raffle 

tickets. I also baked and prepared a range of sandwiches, cakes and biscuits to raise 

more money and was happy to see a final figure of £425 for my charities. 

7th March 2019 

On Thursday 7th March, as part of National Apprenticeship Week, Selby College hosted 

the National Apprenticeship Week Awards, in conjunction 

with Selby District Council. Selby College is the largest local 

administrator of apprenticeships so it was fitting they host the 

awards and it was encouraging to see so many motivated young 

people going into such diverse careers. I was especially pleased 

to see Selby District Council’s apprentice Tom Wilcock win 

Apprentice of the Year. 



8th March 2019 

I got to stay in Sherburn today and visit Sweet 

Finkle, a sweet shop in Sherburn. The great news 

was that Sweet Finkle had been chosen to craft 

Tour de Yorkshire confectionary as gifts for Tour 

de Yorkshire cyclist. The design will be a white 

chocolate rose with the Welcome to Yorkshire 

symbol in gold. The company has also been asked 

to hand craft chocolate eggs with braille so they 

can be used in Easter Egg hunts for children with 

visual impairments. This will take real skill and patience. They will also be making a 

shield for the TDY winner. Small businesses are the backbone of Selby District and it’s 

great they have been recognised like this.  

 

14th March 2019 

On Thursday I attended a Retirement Fair in Tadcaster organised by Selby and Ainsty 

MP, Nigel Adams. The fair featured over 30 stalls and was for those retired or 

approaching retirement who wanted to know a bit more about their pensions and what 

support and activities are available to them. I was really pleased to support this 

initiative and happy to know we, as a council, offer support to the whole community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15th March 2019 

Friday evening we attended the Annual Civic Reception of Richmondshire District 

Council Chairman Councillor Bill Glover at Catterick Golf Club in Leyburn. We were 

served wonderful locally sourced food and enjoyed toasting the Chairman and meeting 

other Civic heads. Deputy Lord Lieutenant Linda Curran gave a vote of thanks and the 

Gurkha Company performed a traditional Khukuri Dance. 

 



16th March 2019 

Finally the day of the Concert had arrived. Lighting and sound crews had been at work 

since the day before to ensure everything was ready and acts began sound checking 

from early in the morning. The first concert began at 2pm and guests were welcomed by 

stilt walkers and given souvenirs and a programme to remember the event and were 

soon greeted by our compere, TV personality and Pittancer of Selby, Tim Fitzhigham. 

Twelve local acts followed from swing singers, to choirs and bands to solo 

instrumentalists, the idea being to showcase local talent and give a wide variety of short 

performances. The evening performance began at 7pm and was all the more special for 

way the amazing lighting was now more visible. All acts were exceptional and feedback 

was very positive. We had a high number of Civics attend and more guest than we were 

expecting; every seat was filled and we estimate nearly 1000 people saw the concert. 

Due to generous sponsorship and discounted rates the concert alone made a clear profit 

of almost £10,000; a huge boost for my charities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd March 2019 

Chairman of Hambleton, Councillor David Blades, held his 

Civic Dinner at the Golden Lion Hotel in Northallerton. We 

were served a roast dinner and were welcomed by 

Councillor Blades and by the Leader of Hambleton 

Council, Councillor Mark Robson. The Chairman also held 

a raffle in aid of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance who provide 

a vital service in our county. Especially in more rural 

areas like Hambleton and parts of Selby District. 



24th March 2019 

The Mayor of Goole, Councillor Richard Walker hosted his Civic Service at St John the 

Evangelist Parish Church in Goole. It was a pleasure to meet members of Goole Town 

Council and enjoy refreshments at the Lowther in the town afterwards. 

29th March 2019 

We attended the Mayor of Scarborough, Councillor Joe Plant’s Charity Ball held at the 

Ocean Room at Scarborough Spa. The Mayor was raising money for his Healthy Hearts 

Campaign and provided a wonderful 3 course meal with live entertainment from the 

band Five Divide and an interesting speech from Shaun Harvey, CEO of the Football 

League. There was a live auction and a good figure was made to go to support the 

Mayor’s charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30th March 2019  

Saturday was the Civic Dinner of Keith Orrell, The Right Honourable The Lord Mayor of 

York. The Mayor, accompanied by the Mayoress and the Sheriff of York, Verna Campbell 

and her consort, hosted a splendid evening with wonderful local food at The Mansion 

House in York. A raffle was held for the Mayor’s Charities and very interesting 

information about the history and formation of York was provided. It was also a good 

opportunity to promote Selby 950 to other guests in attendance and discuss the Tour de 

Yorkshire with other councils that were involved. 



 

6th April 2019 

On Saturday we dressed up in medieval costumes 

and joined the Sheriff of York, Verna Campbell for 

the tradition of walking the City Walls as part of 

the Sheriff’s Army. The Sheriff traditionally 

patrols York’s Walls and Bars annually to check 

they are fit for purpose. This is now purely 

ceremonial but also a great day where Civics join 

together to form the Sheriff’s Army and get to see 

the city. We met at the Assembly Rooms then 

processed to the Mansion House where a 

Proclamation was read by the Sheriff. We then 

walked 

right 

round 

the 

walls 

and 

returned to the Assembly Rooms via Stonegate 

and enjoyed refreshments. The walk took over 

2 hours but it was wonderful to be part of a 

tradition that dates back hundreds of years. 

7th April 2019 

On Sunday we attended the Right Honourable Lord Mayor of York’s Civic Service. This 

Service was to honour the whole Civic Party including the Sheriff of York and was held 

at All Saint’s Church in Huntington, York. The Service was led by the Lord Mayor’s 

chaplain Reverend Chris Cullwick and was very well attended. 

13th April 2019 

The Mayor of Morley, Councillor Roger Bell hosted his Charity Ball in the Alexandra Hall 

at Morley Town Hall. There was live music from Karen Clegg and we enjoyed a lovely 

dinner and chance to mix with Civics from Town Councils outside our District.   

 

 

 

 



14th April 2019 

Over 500 motorbikes took part in the annual Squires Egg 

Run. Bikers pay to join the ride and this goes to Yorkshire Air 

Ambulance. Riders 

also bring Easter Eggs 

for local children’s 

charities. The ride left 

Squires Café in Sherburn at 11am and toured up 

to Malton. There was a real sense of community 

at this event, lots of people coming together to 

have fun, but more importantly, to raise 

thousands of pounds for a worthy cause and 

make a lot of children really happy! 

Later I attended Selby Abbey where they held a re-enactment of the Royal Maundy 

Service of 1969 when the Queen came to the Abbey to distribute Maundy money. The 

money distribution part of the ceremony was replaced with ritual footwashing which is 

what the monarch would have traditionally done until James II replaced it with the 

money. I was chosen to receive a footwashing and it was wonderful to participate in a 

centuries old tradition, especially somewhere as special as Selby Abbey. 

 

22nd April 2019 

On Easter Monday I held my final Charity Car Park event. We charged cars that used 

South Parade Car Park behind the Town Hall a flat fee and all proceeds went to my 

charities; Save the Children and Peter Pan Nursery. Visitors were very generous and 

many gave above the suggested contribution meaning just over £300 was raised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

23rd April 2019 

On St George’s Day I attended a lunch at Highfield Care 

Home in Scarthingwell Park near Tadcaster. I was invited 

by fellow Councillor Richard Sweeting who works at the 

home and it was lovely being introduced to the residents 

and fantastic to see the work Councillor Sweeting does to 

enrich lives. 

Later on we were invited by the Mayor of Harrogate to attend An Evening at Dinner 

with Simon Weaver. Simon is the manager of Harrogate Town and gave a talk about its 

history and success. A raffle was held and all proceeds went to ABF The Soldier’s Charity 

which helps veterans, a cause Councillor Bateman is passionate about. 

 

25th April 2019 

I was invited to attend the Girlguiding North Yorkshire Annual Recognition and 

Celebration Evening at Riley Smith Hall in Tadcaster. It was a wonderful, informal 

evening with a Ceilidh band and supper held to celebrate the achievements and 

commitment of members and volunteers. 

 

26th April 2019 

We were lucky enough to be invited as VIPs to the Harrogate Spring Flower at the Great 

Yorkshire Showground by the Mayor of Harrogate, Councillor Bernard Bateman. We 

spent the day looking at the displays, competitions and stalls before meeting the Mayor 

in the President’s Pavilion for Afternoon Tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2nd May 2019 

The 2nd of May was Election Day in the District but it also saw 

the Tour de Yorkshire come to Selby. The race started in 

Doncaster and travelled around North and East Yorkshire 

before flying up Leeds Road for a finish at Selby Abbey. I was 

fortunate enough to see the departure and then travel in a lead 

car to be able to watch Chris Lawless 

cross the finish first. Thousands lined the streets to welcome 

riders for the first stage, despite the rain.  The Council 

invested in bringing a race finish to Selby as part of our work 

to support local businesses and raise the profile of the area to 

visitors.  It was also part of our support for the Selby 950 

celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th May 2019 

Sunday was the Civic Service of the Chairman of North Yorkshire County Council, 

Councillor Robert Windass. The Service was held at Ripon Cathedral and was followed 

by lunch at the Crown Hotel in Boroughbridge. Councillor Windass has become a good 

friend and it worked out well that he held his Civic Service so late in the year as it was a 

good opportunity to bid Civics we had met throughout the year farewell. 

6th May 2019 

On the Bank Holiday Monday, I went to Summit at 

Selby Leisure Centre to watch participants play a 

giant game of stand up bingo. One lucky person won 

£1000 and I was honoured to be asked to present the 

cheque.   



10th May 2019 

Friday evening we attended the Chairman of North Yorkshire County Council’s Civic 

Dinner. Councillor Robert Windass welcomed us at the Ripon Spa Hotel in Ripon and we 

were served a 3 course meal followed by a guest speaker, a tombola and an auction. 

Councillor Windass has used his year in office to raise money for the Candlelighters, a 

charity to combat Children’s cancer and I was pleased to have attended many of his 

events and supported him in this, as he supported me. 

12th May 2019 

On Sunday I set off the 33rd Great Selby Bike 

Ride organised by the Selby District Lions Club. 

The race was for competitive riders and for 

families and all proceeds went to the British 

Heart Foundation, Martin House Hospice and St. 

Leonard’s Hospice. The day was a wonderful 

success; over 480 people took, everyone had a 

great time and thousands was raised. 

14th May 2019 

My last responsibility as Chairman was to hand over to the next Chairman. This is done 

at Annual Council when a new Chairman is proposed and voted in. I was also given the 

opportunity to talk about my year in office, 

the big successes and the people who had 

supported me. The happiest part of the 

ceremony for me was announcing the 

amount I had raised and then gifting it to my 

chosen charities. £22,500 was raised in total 

and £10,000 was presented to Save the 

Children, £10,000 to Peter Pan Nursery and 

£2500 to Selby for their Roof Appeal. Gemma 

McNeil who had really impressed the crowd 

at my March Concert performed for the Council and the gallery and I was pleased to 

welcome in the new Civic Head and get know newly elected Councillors. I will now 

continue my work as a District Councillor and will be busier than ever as I have been 

appointed to the Executive; the Cabinet of Selby District Council.   
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