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___________________________________________________________________ 
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Framework – Allocations DPD 
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To: Special Policy and Resources Committee 
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Service Area: Planning and Economic Development 
  
Author: Ron Aspinall – Senior Planning Officer 
  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Purpose of Report 
  
1.1 To report North Yorkshire County Council’s consultation on Preferred 

Options for the Minerals and Waste Development Framework (MWDF) 
Allocations DPD. 

  
1.2 The committee is asked to endorse the proposed comments on the Preferred 

Options document. 
  
2 Recommendations 
  
2.1 1. That a response be made to North Yorkshire County Council’s 

consultation on Preferred Options for the Core Strategy of the 
Minerals and Waste Development Framework as follows: 

a) Support should be given to the proposed major 
waste management facilities at Barnsdale Bar and 
Gascoigne Wood, subject to more emphasis being 
placed on the utilisation of the unique rail access at 
the latter site. 

b) Objections be made to the proposed major waste 
mangement facilities at Gateforth Park Farm and 
Burn Airfield for the reasons given in the report.  

c)         Support be given for waste management activities at 
Escrick Brickworks, conditional upon them being 
clearly aimed at providing the speediest reclamation 
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of the existing workings there. 
  
3 Executive Summary 
  
3.1 
 
 

Over the last year, the Council, through this Committee, have commented on 
a number of potential waste management and mineral extraction sites within 
the District as part of the Issues and Options Stage of North Yorkshire 
County Council’s Allocations DPD.   

3.2 Allocations are proposed for four large-scale waste management facilities, 
one other smaller- scale waste management facility and two extensions to 
existing quarries within the District.   

3.3  The Council have commented on all these sites over the last year as part of 
the Issues an Options stage and it has been recommended that the 
comments made at that stage on the sites be continued through to the 
current Preferred Options. 

4 The Report 
4.1 Over the last year, the Council, through this Committee, have commented on 

a number of potential waste management and mineral extraction sites within 
the District as part of the Issues and Options Stage of North Yorkshire 
County Council’s Allocations DPD.  The DPD forms part of the Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework and follows the Core Strategy DPD.     

4.2 Following the above consultations, the County Council have now published 
Preferred Options Reports for both Minerals and Waste sites.   

 
4.3 

Waste Mangement Sites 
Seven sites considered suitable for ‘Large Scale Waste Management 
Facilities’ have been put forward in North Yorkshire – four of which are in 
Selby District.  The sites would be utilised for large-scale transfer, recycling 
and treatment of waste. The four sites are: 

• Land at Barnsdale Bar Quarry 

• Gateforth Park Farm 

• Gascoigne Wood Colliery 

• Land at Burn Airfield  
The details of the above sites are included in the appendix to this report 

4.4 The County Council also note that these sites may also be suitable for small- 
scale waste management proposals. 

4.5 It should be noted that the County Council have not included Darrington 
Quarry amongst the Preferred sites.  The reasons given are its green belt 
location, potential adverse effect on European Protected species and UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species.  The County Council considers 
Barnsdale Bar represents a better option in this area. 

4.6 The County Council’s choice of sites does raise some issues of distribution, 
with four out of seven of the large-scale waste sites located within Selby 
District. 
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4.6 In the previous consultations on these sites, the Council have supported 
Barnsdale Bar and Gascoigne Wood as potential sites, but raised objections 
to both the Gateforth Park Farm site and the Burn Airfield site. 

 Gateforth Park Farm 
4.7 In this case the comment was made that the issues associated with this use 

were fully explored during the determination of the recent planning 
application and the site was found unacceptable for a variety of reasons 
including proximity to residential properties and highway/access problems.  It 
is considered there is no reason for the Council to amend that view.   It is 
proposed that the County Council be reminded of the arguments put forward 
and accepted in the case of the recent application.  In addition, Gateforth 
Park Farm is not within the Core Strategy’s preferred location in the A1 
corridor for sites of this type. 

4.8 It is therefore recommended that an objection be made to the inclusion 
of Gateforth Park Farm as a large scale waste management site for the 
reasons previously given.                                                

 Burn Airfield  
4.9 In the case of the Burn site it was previously noted that the site is located in 

relatively open countryside and that the general environment of this locality is 
inappropriate for significant expansion/intensification of the waste 
management activities, which would have an increased impact on the 
countryside and on Burn. 

4.10 
 
 

 

In the Preferred Options the site is proposed to be extended to around 
double the current area being used for waste recycling.  Although the ESS 
project bid at Burn was unsuccessful, there still remains a planning 
permission for a high quality science facility on the airfield to the south.  The 
Preferred Options Report gives no consideration whatsoever to this 
possibility and the negative impact the proposal would have.    

4.11 
 

The Head of Environmental and Leisure Services has indicated that the Burn 
location does have some operational benefits, but at the previous committee 
it was agreed to object to the proposal because of the potential  impact on 
the surrounding countryside and on Burn village, and its incompatibility with 
the long term aspirations for the Airfield area.  The site also is not within the 
(Minerals and Waste Development Framework) Core Strategy preferred 
location of the A1 corridor.  

4.12   It is therefore recommended that the previous objection to the Burn 
Airfield site be maintained. 
Barnsdale Bar and Gascoigne Wood 

4.13  It is suggested that the previous support for Barnsdale Bar and 
Gascoigne Wood be continued, although in the latter case the 
importance of utilising the unique opportunity for rail transport should 
be given more emphasis.  Waste is a bulk material better suited to rail 
transport than most industrial products and the maximum effort should be 
made to utilise the advantages of this site in that respect. 
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 Other Waste Management Facilities 

4.14 A further site which is intended as a smaller-scale facility closer to the 
sources of waste, in and around the principal service centres in North 
Yorkshire (including York), is proposed at Escrick Brickworks.  At the 
previous stage it was noted that, in the light of the establishment of the 
business park on the former brickworks site, future operations at the 
adjacent clay workings should be aimed at reclamation to create an 
environment which supports the quality of the business park location rather 
than detract from it as at present.  

4.15 In these circumstances reclamation of the existing workings is highly 
desirable.  It is noted with some concern that the submitted proposal 
could require at least 10 years to achieve restoration and would involve 
some recycling facilities in the process.  The Council should urge the 
early establishment of a suitable scheme, which may involve some 
tipping of inert waste in order to create an attractive environment for 
the new business park.  

4.16 It is considered a serious omission from the report that there is no 
reference to the adjacent business park in relation to this site, or the 
need to develop a scheme with an early completion, in order to 
improve the local environment for the business park. 

 Mineral Working Allocations 

4.17 Only two allocations for new mineral workings are included in the Preferred 
Options with a third allocation at the existing Darrington Quarry consisting of 
retaining the processing plant and infrastructure there to service workings 
within the adjacent Wakefield M D. 

4.18 The two allocations involving new working areas are both extensions to 
existing quarries – at Jackdaw Crag Quarry, Tadcaster for limestone and 
Escrick Brickworks for brick clay.   

4.19 
 
 
 

At the previous stage, extension of existing limestone quarries was 
considered preferable to completely new working areas, subject to a 
justifiable need having been proved and normal planning and environmental 
safeguards.  In the Preferred Options report, Jackdaw Quarry is the only one 
of the existing quarries, which is put forward for extension.  The report 
indicates a lack of need for more than one and Jackdaw Crag is preferred to 
Barnsdale Bar and Kirk Smeaton, which are noted as having high adverse 
landscape or visual effects.   In additon , no completely new areas/greenfield 
sites  for limestone working such as  the Lumby/Fairburn area , which were 
the source of considerable concern at the previous stage, have been taken 
forward; and it is therefore considered that the Jackdaw Crag Quarry 
extension should be supported as a minimal impact solution. 

4.20 It is considered that the case for extension of the clay workings at Escrick is 
less clear-cut than that for limestone working.  Extension of the working area 
has been a very late proposal, which surprisingly was only put forward 
subsequent to the proposals for re-use of the existing brickworks and clay 
workings, when the impression given was that complete cessation of working 
was contemplated.   
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4.21 At the previous stage,  the Council opposed the extension of the clay 
workings here, primarily because of their potential impact on the new 
business park and the lack of an overriding case for the need. It is 
recommended that this objection be maintained.  Again, it is considered 
an omission from the report that no mention is made of the adjacent 
business park.   
 

5 Financial Implications 
  
5.1 There are no financial implications 
  

 
6 Conclusions 
  
 Waste Management Allocations 
6.1 It is concluded that : 

c) Support should be given to the proposed major waste management 
facilities at Barnsdale Bar and Gascoigne Wood, subject to more 
emphasis being placed on the utilisation of the unique rail access at 
the latter site. 

d) Objections continue to be made to the proposed major waste 
mangement facilities at Gateforth Park Farm and Burn Airfield.   

e) Support be continued for waste management activities at Escrick clay 
workings, conditional upon them being clearly aimed at providing the 
speediest reclamation of the existing workings there.  

 Mineral Working Allocations 
6.2 It is concluded that : 

a) Support be continued for the extension of the working area at 
Jackdaw Crag Quarry. 

b) Objection continues to be made to the extension of the clay workings 
at Escrick 
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7 Link to Corporate Plan 
  
7.1 Waste Management and Minerals Extraction Issues link strongly to the 

Strategic Themes of Protecting the Environment, Healthier Communities and 
making Better Use of Resources. 

  
8 How Does This Report Link to the Council’s Priorities? 
  
8.1 Waste Management Services are a particular current priority for the Council 

and the establishment of the Waste Management Core Strategy will provide 
an appropriate planning framework for future guidance. 

  
9 Impact on Corporate Policies 
  
9.1 Service Improvement 

 
Impact 

 The Waste Management Core Strategy will provide broad guidance on the 
management of waste within North Yorkshire and provide guidance on 
planning for future waste management activities within the District. 

9.2 Equalities 
 

No Impact  
9.3 Community Safety and Crime 

 
No Impact 

9.4 Procurement 
 

No Impact  
9.5 Risk Management 

 
No Impact  

9.6 Sustainability 
 

No Impact  
9.7 Value for Money 

 
No Impact  

10 Background Papers 
 None 
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Appendix 1  
 
Details of proposed allocations: 
 
 
 
Large Scale Waste Management Facilities 
 
Land at Barnsdale Bar Quarry  (W14) 
 
Gateforth Park Farm  (W25) 
 
Gascoigne Wood Colliery (W27) 
 
Land at Burn Airfield (W28) 
 
Other Waste Management Facility 
 
Escrick Clay Workings (W24) 
 
 
Mineral Working Allocations 
 
Darrington Quarry (M25  ) 
 
Jackdaw Crag Quarry, Tadcaster (M26) 
 
Escrick Clay Workings  (M31) 
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  Delivering the Waste Core Strategy  

Land at Barnsdale Bar Quarry (W14) 

 

3.26 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements: 

 

i) Limit lifespan of new development to that of minerals extraction and waste 

management activity already permitted. 

ii) Ensure ultimate reclamation to Green Belt compatible use including potential for 

enhanced woodland planting. 

iii) Screen overlooking views from the A1, Barnsdale Bar, Long Lane and Barnsdale 

Warren House. 

iv) Protect and retain Windhill Plantation. 

v) High quality design to reflect sensitive nature of site. 

vi) Protection of groundwater. 

 

Current  
Use 

Waste disposal 
KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of Site Waste disposal -71.11ha 
Waste treatment facility - 
80.53ha 

Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Large scale waste management including transfer, 
recycling and treatment. 
 

Residential Amenity The villages of Kirk Smeaton and Little Smeaton are 
situated some 1.25km to the north east of the proposed 
allocation boundary. A small number of isolated 
properties are located within 500m of the site. 
 

Sensitive Areas Barnsdale Wood, Park Nook Quarry, Skelbrook Park, 
Scorcher Hills Wood and Skell Woods and Barnsdale 
Wood are SINCs and are within 2km of the proposed 
site. The proposed allocation is within the Selby 
Greenbelt and has been designated as a locally 
important landscape in the Selby District Local Plan.  
Groundwater Source Protection Zone. 
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  Delivering the Waste Core Strategy  

Gateforth Park Farm (W25) 

 

3.27 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements:- 

 

i)  Screen overlooking views from the north, west and south sides. 

ii) Mitigate potential impacts to residents in Thorpe Willoughby and users of the 

adjoining golf course. 

iii) Achieve satisfactory access to the Selby Bypass. 

iv)      High quality design to reflect sensitive nature of the site. 

v) Protection of groundwater 

 

 

 

Current  
Use 

Former Mushroom Compositing 
Facility  KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of Site 8 ha 
Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Large scale waste management including transfer, 
recycling, treatment  
 

Residential Amenity A residential dwelling lies immediately to the SE of the 
site.  Properties are located in Thorpe Willoughby 
between 120m NW and 180m NE of the site boundary. 
Other residences at farms located 250m to the west and 
400m to the south-west. 
 

Sensitive Areas Selby Golf Course lies immediately to the east of the 
site.  Groundwater Source Protection Zone. 
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  Delivering the Waste Core Strategy  

Gascoigne Wood Colliery (W27) 

 

3.28 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements:- 

 

i) Retain existing boundary screening. 

ii) Explore opportunities for the reuse of existing site buildings and infrastructure. 

iii) Explore opportunities for the rail haulage of waste and waste by-products. 

iv) Explore potential to provide a source of power and/or heat to nearby premises. 

 

Current  
Use 

Former Coal Mine  
KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of Site 43.65 ha 
Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Large scale waste management including transfer, 
recycling and treatment. 
 

Residential Amenity There are several isolated properties within 100m of the 
boundary and the village of Sherburn in Elmet lies 
approximately 2km West of the site. 
 

Sensitive Areas There are no known designated sites within close 
proximity to the site.  Private airfield within close 
proximity. 
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  Delivering the Waste Core Strategy  

Land at Burn Airfield (W28) 

 

3.29 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements:- 

 

i) Protect the amenity of local residents and agricultural businesses and the leisure 

amenity of the Selby Canal and Trans-Pennine Trail. 

ii) High Quality design reflecting the relatively open nature of the site. 

iii) Implementation of any necessary improvements to the local road network to 

secure adequate access onto the A19. 

iv) Exploration of potential to provide a source of power and/or heat to nearby 

premises. 

 

Current  
Use 

Waste Management/disused 
airfield KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of Site 17.1 
Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Large scale waste management including transfer, 
recycling and treatment. 
 

Residential Amenity Isolated properties within 100m. Other properties at 
further distance including Burn village 750m SW. Also 
within close proximity to permanent traveller’s site and 
agricultural holdings that may have residential property 
attached. 
 

Sensitive Areas No known historic designations. Selby Canal and 
recreational route approx. 150m north of site. Trans-
Pennine Trail approx minimum 250m SE of site 
boundary.  Presence of protected wildlife species. 
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  Delivering the Waste Core Strategy  

Escrick Clay Workings (W24) 

 

3.44 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements:- 

 

i) Restoration of the site should emphasise productive arable land and nature 

conservation, avoiding landraising to ensure it is in keeping with the surrounding 

flat landscape and co-ordinated with mineral working. 

ii) Screen overlooking views from Glade Farm and minimise impact from adjacent 

long distance cycle route. 

iii) A comprehensive ecological survey will be required which includes an 

assessment of the presence of European protected species in the local area. 

 

Current 
Use 

Mineral extraction/ 
biodegradable landfill KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of 
Site 

14.0 ha 

Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Waste recycling and inert waste landfilling. 
 

Residential Amenity There are a number of isolated farmsteads 500m of the 
site. The village of Escrick is within 2km of the site. 
 

Sensitive Areas Potential presence of protected species.  SINC adjoins 
the site.  Long distance cycle path adjacent. 
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  Delivering the Minerals Resource Strategy  

Darrington Quarry (M25) 

 

3.57 The proposer is seeking to retain existing plant and infrastructure at Darrington Quarry.  

This would serve the potential future limestone extraction from land adjacent to the 

current quarry but located in Wakefield Metropolitan Authority.  The possible extension 

to the mineral extraction site is therefore outside North Yorkshire. 

 

Current 
Use 

Limestone 
extraction, 
aggregate 
processing, waste 
disposal and silt 
disposal. 

KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES (Previously 
identified in MWDF Site Allocations Issues and 
Options Document) 

Size of 
Site 

n/a 

Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Temporary retention 
of plant site and 
haul road in relation 
to extension of a 
limestone quarry 
within adjoining 
authority area. 
 

Total 
reserves 

n/a 

Possible Site 
Restoration and After 
Use 

The site would be restored to agriculture with tree 
planting in accordance with existing approved schemes. 
 

Residential Amenity The closest property is approximately 260m from the 
site’s eastern boundary. 
 

Sensitive Areas The site is within Selby Green Belt and is designated as 
a Locally Important Landscape Area in the Selby District 
Local Plan. The site has been designated by the 
Countryside Agency as being Landscape Character 30 -
Southern Magnesian Limestone. Three areas of ancient 
and semi natural woodland areas and ancient replanted 
woodland can be found within 2km of the site. There 
are also nine SINCs within 2km of the site. 
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  Delivering the Minerals Resource Strategy  

Jackdaw Crag Quarry (M26) 

 

3.58 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements: 

 

i) Mitigate any impact upon Crags Wood and the connecting land bridge around the 

east side of Crags Wood. 

ii) Maintenance of the existing Groundwater Source Protection Zone. 

iii) A restoration scheme that returns the site to arable land or lowland calcareous 

grassland.  Some new native woodland adjoining Crag Wood may be appropriate. 

iv) Screening and landscaping to protect amenity of residential properties to the 

east. 

v) Maintenance of existing vehicle routeing arrangements. 

 

Current 
Use 

Arable agricultural 
use (Grade 2) 
 

KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of 
Site 

4.87 hectares 

Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Extension to 
existing quarry for 
limestone extraction 
 

Total 
Reserves 

2.86 mt 

Possible Site 
Restoration and After 
Use 

Nature conservation and agriculture as a dry limestone 
valley. Twisting valley profile and base rising up to 
reduce height of faces in key locations. 
 

Residential Amenity Brick House Farm is located 300m north of the 
proposed allocation. A number of properties at Wingate 
Hill Farm and Warren House Farm are approximately 
260m to the south and south-east respectively of the 
quarry boundary. 
 

Sensitive Areas An SSSI is located 1.8km south-east. Four areas of 
ancient woodland are within 2km of the site, including 
Crag Wood SINC, which is adjacent to the site. The 
allocation area is in the Selby Greenbelt and is 
designated in the Selby District Local Plan as a Locally 
Important Landscape Area. The site lies within 
Groundwater Protection Zone. 
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  Delivering the Minerals Resource Strategy  

Escrick Clay Workings (M31) 

 

3.64 Proposals will be expected to take account of the following key issues or requirements: 

 

i) The restoration scheme for the site should be co-ordinated with restoration of 

the existing clay pit, and enable integration with the local arable landscape 

character.  Consideration should be given to part of the site restored as a 

wildlife habitat to complement the adjoining York-Selby Cycle path SINC. 

ii) Protect and screen noise and views from overlooking residential and farm 

properties and the A19 and long-distance cycle path. 

 

Current 
Use 

Agriculture 
KEY DETAILS AND ISSUES  

Size of 
Site 

14.0 hectares 

Nature of Planning 
Proposal 

Extension to clay 
workings 
 

Total 
reserves 

Not available 

Possible Site 
Restoration and 
Aftercare 

Agriculture/wildlife habitat. 

Residential Amenity There are a number of isolated farmsteads within a 
kilometre of the site. The village of Escrick is within 
2km of the site. 
 

Sensitive Areas SINC adjoins the site.  Long distance cycle route 
adjacent. 
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