
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item No: 11 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal 
  
To: Policy and Resources 
  
Date: 9 October 2007 
  
Service Area: Planning and Economic Development 
  
Author: Mark Barratt, Conservation Officer 
  
Presented by: Mark Barratt, Conservation Officer 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Purpose of Report 
  
1.1 To inform councillors of the Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal and to seek authority to undertake public consultation, prior to 
adoption by the Council. 

  
  
  
2 Recommendation 
  
2.1 That officers be authorised to undertake consultation on the Selby 

Town Centre Conservation Area Character Appraisal and to report 
back. 

  
  
3 Executive Summary 
  
3.1 A conservation area appraisal has been commissioned and produced for 

Selby Town Conservation Area. The document will underpin planning 
policies and development control decisions and inform management 
proposals for the conservation area. In line with English Heritage policy, it is 
proposed that public consultation is undertaken, prior to adoption. 
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4 The Report 
  
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 
 
4.3 
 
 
 
 
 
4.4 
 
 
 
 
 
4.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selby Conservation Area was originally designated in 1969. In 2003 a review 
recommended splitting it into four, reflecting distinct phases of historic 
development of the town. The Selby Town conservation area covers the 
historic core of Selby, and consequently is referred to in the character 
appraisal as the Selby Town Centre Conservation Area. Conservation Areas 
are defined by Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 as: 
 
“..areas of special architectural or historic interest the character and 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance…” 
 
Conservation area appraisals are documents  which define and analyse the 
special interest of a conservation area, in a written appraisal of its character 
and appearance. They are important in informing and underpinning 
development control decisions and are supporting documents which inform 
planning policy developed through the Local Development Framework. 
 
Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment states 
in paragraph 4.4, that the more clearly the special architectural or historic 
interest that justifies designation is defined and recorded, the sounder will be 
the basis for planning policy and development control decisions affecting the 
conservation area. 
 
The appraisal was carried out on behalf of the Council by The Plann.It  
planning consultancy and is attached as Annexe 1. It is based on guidance 
given in the English Heritage document “Guidance on Conservation Area 
Appraisals”. It should be noted that this guidance is currently only a 
consultative document which will be reviewed within the next two years. 
 
The document will be part of the evidence base for built heritage policies in 
the Local Development Framework. In particular, it will influence the Selby 
Area Action Plan. Outside of the LDF framework, the appraisal will have a 
significant impact on the Selby Renaissance Programme and the Selby 
Traffic Management Scheme, and in day-to-day development control 
decisions. The appraisal will also be used to support partnership funding bids 
for the preservation of the built heritage. 
 
The appraisal will form the basis for the development of management 
proposals for the conservation area. The requirement for such proposals 
comes from Section 71 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990, which states: 
 
“It shall be the duty of a local planning authority from time to time to 
formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of 
any parts of their area which are conservation areas”   
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4.7 
 
 
 
4.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.9 
 
 
4.10 
 
 
 
 
4.11 

 
The percentage of a local authority’s conservation areas with an up to date, 
that is, less than five years old, character appraisal, is a best value indicator, 
BV219b. 
 
Prior to adopting the appraisal, it is suggested that, in line with English 
Heritage guidance, public consultation is carried out by placing the document 
on the Selby District Council web-site and by press notice. In addition, the 
following would be specifically consulted: 
 

• Selby Civic Society 
• Selby Chamber of Commerce 
• Selby Town Council 
• Selby Town Team 
• Renaissance Team 
• Conservation Area Advisory Committee (South) 

 
A six week consultation period is proposed. Consequently, it is intended that 
the report will return to members for adoption early in 2008. 
 
English Heritage have previously been informally consulted on the appraisal. 
They commented that the appraisal covers all of the essential issues, but 
that an executive summary would be helpful and that reference to future 
management issues should be included. 
 
In response, it is suggested that an executive summary be added to the 
document post-consultation. Management proposals for the conservation 
area will be produced as a separate document. Any further amendments will 
be made post-consultation. 
 

  
5 Financial Implications 
  
5.2 The estimated costs are: 

 
                             2007/08                       2008/09                             2009/08 
 
Revenue               £8905                          N/A                                    N/A 
 
 
Capital                  N/A                               N/A                                   N/A 
 

  
5.3 There is budget provision to meet the above costs. 
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6 Conclusions 
  
6.1 The appraisal is considered to provide a sound basis for the development of 

planning policy and to inform other strategies. Councillors are asked to 
consider the report and the recommendation that the conservation area 
appraisal is made available for public consultation. 

 
7 Link to Corporate Plan 
  
7.1 The appraisal links with the theme of protecting the environment and assists 

in the development of planning policies 
  
8 How Does This Report Link to the Council’s Priorities? 
  
8.1 No link to 2007-2008 priorities 
  
9 Impact on Corporate Policies 
  
 
9.1 Service Improvement 

 
No Impact 

  
9.2 Equalities 

 
No Impact  

  
9.3 Community Safety and Crime 

 
No Impact 

  
9.4 Procurement 

 
No Impact  

  
9.5 Risk Management 

 
No Impact  

  
9.6 Sustainability 

 
No Impact  

  
9.7 Value for Money 

 
No Impact  

  
 
10 Background Papers 
  
10.1 Appendix 1: Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Character Appraisal 

 
 

144



SELBY TOWN CENTRE  
CONSERVATION AREA 

CHARACTER APPRAISAL 
 
 

 
 
INITIAL DRAFT  
17TH April 2007 
For Selby District Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

145



Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal  
Initial Draft 17th April 2007 

Page 2 

 
Introduction....................................................................................................................... 3 
 
Section 1 ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF SELBY ............................................ 3 
 
SECTION 2 GENERAL CHARACTER ........................................................................ 7 

2.1 The layout and basic form of the conservation area (Map 1) ................................... 7 
2.2 Historic buildings within the conservation area........................................................ 9 

2.2.1 Periods of building (Map 4)............................................................................... 9 
2.2.2 Types of buildings............................................................................................ 11 
2.2.3 The form and styles of buildings, local building traditions ............................. 12 
2.2.4 Predominant colours and textures and the use of colour. ................................ 13 

2.3 Landscape, green and open spaces, the quality of spaces....................................... 14 
2.4 Archaeology............................................................................................................ 16 
2.5 20th Century Development ...................................................................................... 17 
2.6 Street surfaces, furniture and traffic........................................................................ 18 
2.7 Views ...................................................................................................................... 19 
2.8 Shop fronts and Retail............................................................................................. 20 

 
SECTION 3 SPECIFIC CHARACTER ....................................................................... 21 

3.1 The Ouse, Barlby Bank and Ousegate .................................................................... 21 
3.2 New Street, The Crescent, Park Street, Park Row and Selby Park......................... 27 
3.3 The Abbey, Market Place & Abbey Place .............................................................. 30 
3.4 Finkle Street, Micklegate, Mill Lane, Roberts Lane and Water Lane. ................... 34 
3. 5 Water Lane, Church Hill, Church Lane and Wren Lane ....................................... 38 
3.7 James Street, Abbey Yard, Market Cross Shopping Centre and New Lane........... 40 
3. 8 Gowthorpe, Audus Street & Memorial Field......................................................... 42 

 
Section 4 HERITAGE AUDIT....................................................................................... 49 

4. 1 Methodology.......................................................................................................... 49 
4.2 Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments............................................ 50 
4.3 Unlisted Historic Buildings .................................................................................... 50 
4.4 Shopfronts ............................................................................................................... 52 
4.5 General Repairs....................................................................................................... 52 
4.6 Empty Buildings ..................................................................................................... 53 
4.7 Negative Buildings.................................................................................................. 53 

Section 5 Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 53 
 
APPENDIX A MAPS...................................................................................................... 55 
APPENDIX B BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER.................................................... 56 

146



Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal  
Initial Draft 17th April 2007 

Page 3 

 

Introduction 
 
Selby is a market town on the River Ouse within the County of North Yorkshire. 
Historically Selby and its region was the meeting place of the Yorkshire Ridings 
and is fourteen miles south of York, 20 miles north of Doncaster, 30 miles east of 
Leeds and thirty-eight miles west of Hull. This central location has and continues 
to play an important role in the town and regions’ economy being well connected 
to major road routes and providing power through numerous power stations. 
Whilst traditional industry has declined markedly in the area the town enjoys a 
relatively buoyant retail economy and considerable growth in its housing market. 
The population of the town is around 20, 870 (Source: Selby Community Portal 
2007). 
 
The Selby Conservation Area was designated in 1969 and reviewed in 1996 and 
again in 2003. In the latter review a decision was made to split the conservation 
area into four separate areas: Selby Town Centre, Millgate, Armoury Road and 
Brooke Street and the Leeds Road Conservation Areas. This appraisal covers 
the Selby Town Centre Conservation Area only (Map 1). The conservation area 
encompasses the earliest part of the town from its foundation, its development 
during the medieval period and up to the mid to late 19th century, when the town 
started to expand considerably.  It is an area than encapsulates both a market 
town and inland port with a long and distinguished history not only within its 
immediate district but to the wider region of Yorkshire also. 
 
 

Section 1 ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF SELBY 
 
Excavations and random finds of pottery and coins suggest a limited roman 
presence within the town focussed around the junction of Ousegate and New 
Street. Excavated ditches and reports of a substantial masonry structures found 
in the 19th century suggest a military outpost guarding the course of the Ouse. 
 
The discovery of around 30 pagan burials in the 1850’s and 1870’s around 
Church Hill suggest that the area was settled within the Anglo-Saxon Period at 
least by the 7th century AD. When in the 9th century the area was taken over by 
Scandinavian settlers it is likely that the then village, possibly small town, was 
taken over and continued to develop. ‘Selby’ is a Scandinavian word meaning a 
settlement in a willow copse, the ‘thorpe’ in Gowthorpe denotes an outlying farm 
or smaller settlement and the word ‘gate’ means street. Whilst it is probable that 
such terms were continued to be used for new streets after the Norman 
Conquest we can be reasonably sure that a relatively large settlement, if not a 
town, centred on Church Hill was well established by the 10th century AD. 
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In 1069, three years after the Norman Conquest local tradition states that 
Benedict, a Benedictine monk from Auxerre in France founded a monastery in 
Selby following a vision from St Germain. The Abbey grew to be one of three 
most important Benedictine houses in the north of England. Due to its wealth and 
its position as lords of the manor of Selby the Abbey would have actively 
encouraged the towns economic and physical growth, shaping it into well-
developed regional centre and market town and small inland port. 
 
The Abbey’s legacy can still be seen today within the town. The most obvious 
remnant is the Abbey Church of St Mary and St Germain (now known as Selby 
Abbey) which still dominates and graces the town. The only other surviving 
monastery building is the late 15th century Abbots Staithe which is the former 
monastic port warehouse used to store, amongst other things cloth from the 
monastic estate. Al the other buildings of the Abbey were destroyed between the 
16th to 20th centuries though the western boundary of the main abbey complex 
follows the course of New Lane to approximately the line of the primary school 
and map evidence suggests that the eastern boundary may survive in part along 
Back Lane. Just to the north of the town the Abbey constructed Selby Dam to link 
Hambleton with the town and the Ouse. Constructed at least by the early 14th 
century the dam would have helped increase trade in the area and create 
pasture in the area now known as the Memorial Field. Along its banks were 
constructed various water mills, none of which survive though presumably 
Millgate was named after them. 
 
. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Selby Abbey 
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The Abbey’s wider influence and that of the medieval town in general defines the 
present layout of the town centre. The majority of the main streets and the layout 
of property plots behind them were established at this time. Market Place is 
located directly outside the entrance to the Abbey, possibly reflecting a move 
from holding fairs and markets away from the Abbey church yard. The alignment 
of the eastern section of Gowthorpe with the market place and its present 
division into narrow long plots suggest that it developed from an outlying farm 
into a continuous settlement of houses with long garths or burghage plots. A 
similar pattern can be seen along the western side of Micklegate and in part 
Ousegate as far as New Street. Archaeological and documentary sources 
suggest that Micklegate was the main manufacturing focus of the town with flax 
dressing and leather working being particularly prevalent. The fact that the street 
is built around a second market place which is focussed on the former Abbots 
Staithe reinforces this idea. Originally this second market place and the one 
outside the Abbey may have formed one large space that connected the Abbey 
and Gowthorpe with the original Scandinavian settlement and the river. This 
theory is supported by absence of Finkle Street in documentary sources 
throughout the medieval period, the lack of well defined rear boundaries to the 
rear of the eastern section of Micklegate and the well-documented trend for 
medieval market places to contract and be built upon over time. 
 
The Abbey was dissolved in 1539 and its buildings and land holdings as well as 
its role as lord of the manor of Selby passed into private ownership. The town 
does not appear to have suffered from the loss of the monastery and continued 
its life as a regional centre and inland port for the growing towns of West 
Yorkshire. During the Civil War (1642 to 1649) the town occupied a strategic 
point for the Parliamentarians, being a key location between strongholds in Hull 
and West Yorkshire and a fierce battle was fought for control of the town in April 
1644, leading to a significant Royalist defeat. 
 
 
From the 16th century onwards the port of Selby had developed gradually through 
serving the wool industries of West Yorkshire as well as being known for ship 
building. Following the industrial revolution and the rise of the cotton industry the 
importance of the port grew. After the construction of a link to the town from the 
Aire and Calder Canal in 1778 Selby became the chief port of the West Riding 
with its own custom house, ship building docks and associated trades. Similarly 
the opening of the Leeds to Selby turnpike road in 1741 and the first toll bridge 
over the Ouse in 1793 improved communications by land, making Selby a 
significant port for people as well as goods. The construction of the Knottingley to 
Goole Canal in 1826 meant that Selby’s role as the chief port was eclipsed yet 
rather than the economy of the town declining it remained buoyant throughout 
the 19th century. This was due, in part, to the construction of rail lines to Leeds 
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(1834), Hull (1840) and becoming part of the north-east mainline in 1871. Also 
the established trades of ship building, stone shipping, rope and sail making as 
well as agriculture continued to remain important. 
 

 
 

Figure 2 Ousegate in the mid 19th Century 
 
The legacy of this age defines the present town as much as its medieval street 
layout (Maps 2 & 3). The majority of its historic buildings within the conservation 
area date from this period, with the most significant being constructed during and 
just after the boom period between the late 18th and mid 19th centuries. For the 
most part this rebuilding of the town took place within the established street 
patterns and boundaries. The pressure of a rapidly expanding population led to 
the construction of terraces as well as small factories and workshops within the 
rear plots of many properties, especially on Gowthorpe, Finkle Street and 
Micklegate. To the south of the Abbey Church the former Abbey grounds were 
transformed by John Audus (1752-1809) and his son James Audus (1781-1867) 
with the construction of The Crescent, New Street and Park Street as well as re-
building on New Lane from the 1790’s onwards. These two prominent local ship 
owners were also amateur architects with an understanding of contemporary 
architectural styles as well as a desire to improve the social, spiritual and 
economic well-being of the town. Their legacy of town houses, almshouses, 
schools and St James Church added a different, more formal and planned aspect 
to the character of the town that survives intact to this day. 
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During the latter part of the 19th century and 20th century the town started to 
expand considerably and this relieved some of the pressure within the town 
centre. Consequently rebuilding in this period lessens and becomes more 
sporadic. Following a major fire in 1906 significant repairs and rebuilding was 
undertaken to the Abbey, with it reaching its present appearance by 1935. The 
Yorkshire Ideal Flour Mill (now Westmill Foods) was constructed in 1933 on the 
site of a previous mill of 1890 and very near the location of the Abbeys medieval 
mills. By the mid to late 20th century traditional industries within the town were in 
decline or moving out of the town centre leaving it to find a new commercial and 
residential focus. Recent decades have seen the closure of the final ship yard, 
Cochrane and Sons in 1992 and the opening of shopping precincts within the 
town centre. 
 
 

 

SECTION 2 GENERAL CHARACTER 
 

2.1 The layout and basic form of the conservation area (Map 1) 
 
The conservation area comprises the historic centre of Selby, which is for the 
most part the town up to the 1870’s, after which time it started to expand rapidly. 
It is focussed around three elements, the River Ouse, Selby Abbey and 
Gowthorpe and these equate to the eastern, central and western sections of the 
area. The Ouse was the reason why Selby was founded, it marks the north-
eastern boundary of the town as well as part of the historic eastern boundary of 
the West Riding. Its course shapes that of Ousegate, Church Hill and Water Lane 
whilst influencing that of Micklegate and Station Road.  The Abbey is the central 
focus of the town. The major streets congregate around it focussing on Market 
Place (Figure 3).  Gowthorpe is the most significant of these streets, stretching 
out from the centre of the town in a long line towards the Leeds Road. It defines 
the western section of the conservation area and the number of back streets that 
come off it as well as the course of Selby Dam and the Memorial Field. 
 
Whilst Gowthorpe is clearly focussed, physically and visually, on the area around 
the Abbey, connections between the river and the Abbey are more indistinct 
producing a distinction between town centre and river side. This is a reflection of 
the historic dual life of Selby as both market town and inland port. Now that the 
port function has largely disappeared the riverside lacks a definite point of 
purpose and this is shown through its often neglected appearance. 
 
The conservation area is in many ways typical of a traditional market town. The 
gradual evolution of the town’s plan and its buildings produces an organic fluid 
character throughout where each street has its own distinct character and 
rhythm. The density of building is high and along most streets the building line is 
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directly onto the pavement producing an urban character. This results in a 
continual variety of townscape that is then balanced and contained by the 
contribution of the local historic building tradition with its similarities of scale, 
purpose and, above all, materials. The compactness of the conservation area 
also draws together the area meaning that all distinct areas are quickly brought 
together as one moves through it. This helps to produce a sense of community in 
historic and contemporary terms. 
 
There is a sense of openness in many parts of the area that contrasts well with 
the density of development. The larger open spaces such as the market places, 
the Abbey and the Ouse provide focal points whilst the changing width of the 
streets variously allow or close off vistas to them. Changes in townscape like the 
narrowness of New Lane opening up into the Crescent, Finkle Street to 
Micklegate or the contrast of back lanes such as Milton Place to Gowthorpe are 
frequent and occur in a short area making a continually fluctuating townscape. 
 

 
 

Figure 3 Selby Abbey and Market Place from Gowthorpe 
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2.2 Historic buildings within the conservation area 
 

2.2.1 Periods of building (Map 4) 
There are four main phases of building within the conservation area: 
 
Phase 1. The Medieval period from the 12th to 16th centuries. This phase is only 
represented by the Abbey and Abbots Staithe, though there is a possibility that 
the timber framed remains of buildings may lay hidden behind the facades of 
some buildings within the town.  
 
Phase 2. Late 17th to mid 18th century. Of which at least eight buildings remain 
scattered through the conservation area, though again it is possible that evidence 
of buildings of this date are hidden behind later facades. Buildings from this 
period are characterised from earlier periods through being constructed in brick 
with a classical base to their style and differentiated from later buildings through 
their horizontal emphasis and heavier use of detailing, especially around the 
windows, eaves and doors (Figure 4). The best example is Corrunna House, 
whilst others such as The New Inn Gowthorpe and the Londesborough Arms, 
Market Place have been refaced, leaving only their basic proportions to indicate 
their age.  
 
Phase 3.  Late 18th to mid 19th century.  This period dates from the growth of the 
town during the height of the inland port and the next two decades afterwards. It 
provides the bulk of historic buildings within the conservation area and the 
majority of its listed buildings. Within this period there is a gradual evolution of 
styles from the less pronounced and heavy use of ornament to the more refined, 
though this change is far from clear cut and there is sufficient similarity across 
the period to define a the predominant architectural language of the conservation 
area (Figure 5).  
 
Phase 4. The late 19th century to the first quarter of the 20th century and such 
buildings tend to follow national trends within architecture with the typical use of 
classical or gothic revival decoration (Figure 6). 
 
Due to the predominance of buildings from the late 18th to 19th centuries such 
buildings will be taken as the model of building particular to the conservation area 
and will be discussed at length in this section. Other buildings less typical of this 
style or period will be described within the chapters within Section 3 Specific 
Character. 
 
The first quarter of the 20th century is taken as the cut-off point for defining a 
historic building due to the lack of any significant body of architecture from the 
mid 20th century and the fact that after the Second World War rebuilding in the 
town has either had a neutral or negative impact, albeit with a few exceptions. 
Consequently this period of building is described in Section 2.4 as being distinct. 
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 Figure 4.  2 Gowthorpe 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Figure 5. 46 & 48 Ousegate 
 
 

 

 

 
Figure 6 Barclays Bank 

  Market Place 
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2.2.2 Types of buildings 
By far the most predominant type of building within the conservation area is the 
house and along the main streets of the town these have shop units to the 
ground floor. There are variations in the status of these houses, with large town 
houses down to rows of cottages scattered throughout the conservation area. 
The higher status houses occupy the main streets with a pronounced increase of 
them around the Abbey, elsewhere they form part of the continuous mix of scale 
and status that characterises many streets. Cottages and two-storey terraced 
houses are found to the margins of the conservation area: along the back streets 
and courts off the main streets. These properties are a considerable contrast to 
the main streets, being more uniform and smaller in scale as befits their more 
marginal historic status. 
 
Social, charitable and religious buildings are particularly notable. The almshouse 
is a type of building that survives well in the town with three examples arranged 
in open-ended squares. Other charitable and social buildings such as the old 
town hall, the magistrate’s court, schools, chapels and churches also survive to a 
significant degree and add considerable historic and architectural depth. 
Naturally the Abbey which dominates the town is the most significant building of 
this type as well as being the most significant building within the conservation 
area. 
 
Commercial buildings such as public houses, offices and stores do occur 
sporadically though they are mostly of a late 19th century or 20th century date. 
Their value to the conservation area depends on their age with the older public 
houses making the strongest contribution though it should be noted that many of 
these are of the same domestic design as the majority of properties within the 
conservation area. Later in the 19th century and early 20th century commercial 
buildings become more stylised and ornate and such buildings help to punctuate 
the general pattern of development, for example The Griffin Public House, 
Micklegate (late 19th / early 20th century). 
 
What is slightly surprising is the relatively small number of surviving industrial 
buildings. This is in part due to the nature of industry within the town which was 
often small-scale and took place in rear yards and extensions. Many of these 
buildings have been demolished and converted but there are still numerous 
examples of rear ranges and outbuildings with the remnants of window and door 
openings of an industrial character, for example on the north side of Abbey Yard 
and Turners Square, off Gowthorpe. The remnants of the port of Selby are 
perhaps more elusive considering the importance of the river to the life of the 
town. The two mid 19th century warehouses along the southern side of Ousegate 
as well as the complex that includes the Abbots Staithe on The Quay are obvious 
remnants as are the fact that both the toll and railway bridges are swing bridges. 
Yet these appear as isolated examples aside the remnants of wharves and the 
riverside. This is in part due to the loss of the ephemera of a dock such as 
cranes, loading bays and tracks as well as the disappearance of the ship yards 
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that have since been redeveloped. The impression is also the result of the mix of 
the development along Ousegate which is predominately made up of the 
domestic architecture typical of the town. This is another reflection of the way in 
which working and living within the town was closely linked in the 18th and 19th 
century. 
 
2.2.3 The form and styles of buildings, local building traditions. 
 
Buildings are densely packed forming almost continuous building lines directly 
onto the street. The relative narrowness of the plots and the ubiquitous use of the 
vertical sash window give the majority of buildings a vertical emphasis that often 
combines, along the main streets, with differences in height to produce a notable 
stepping rhythm to the townscape (Figure 7). The height of building tends to be 
two to three stories with a noticeable increase in height towards the Abbey as the 
status of the buildings becomes greater. Conversely the back streets mostly 
comprise two stories and are more uniform in height. 
 
Brick is the chief building material with stone reserved just for the most 
prestigious buildings such as the Abbey, St James Church and some banks. 
Roofing is mostly pantile, traditionally of the non-interlocking type which gives a 
pronounced ribbing pattern to roofs. Slate is used throughout particularly on the 
higher status and more recent buildings. Where natural slate survives it is often 
of a dark grey colour with the occasional use of the more purple Welsh slate and 
the greenish Westmorland slate. 
 

 
Figure 7 FIinkle Street 19 to 23 
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Stylistically most buildings have a strong classical Georgian and early Victorian 
appearance with an emphasis of simplicity and proportion. Detailing is restrained 
and for the most part contained to openings and eaves.   The style and detailing 
of buildings form key characteristics central to producing the appearance of the 
conservation area. Certain details are very common if not ubiquitous; brick, 
vertical sash windows, gauged brick lintels and carefully proportioned elevations. 
Then there are differences in detail that reflect the respective age, status and 
individuality of buildings. Gables accentuated with raised parapets and kneelers, 
brick laid in Flemish bond, wooden or brick dentil eaves courses and flush 
window frames containing sixteen pane sashes are common features of buildings 
from the late 18th century and represent a local building style particular to the 
town and surrounding villages. Later on in the 19th century these features 
become less common though still continue in isolated examples and it is 
noticeable that whilst there is gradual erosion of local building styles to a more 
regional and national character this transition is far from clear cut in terms of 
date.  Differences in the status of buildings is not only signified through scale but 
also in the use of details such as accentuated key-stones in lintels, ornate door 
surrounds and wooden eaves cornices, low parapets to the front elevation and, 
very occasionally, string courses of stone or brick between the ground floor and 
first floor. 
 
The majority of the town developed sporadically with plots developing in isolation 
which produced an individuality to each building albeit within the parameters of 
the materials, scale and detailing described above. The expansion of the town 
into the former Abbey grounds as well as the back yards, allowed for a more 
uniform quality to the streetscape. This is used to great effect in the Crescent to 
display its quality and pretension towards the classical developments of other 
Crescents in Bath, London and Buxton. Elsewhere in the side lanes formed out 
of former burghage plots uniformity in design and scale reflects the economy of 
building. 
 

2.2.4 Predominant colours and textures and the use of colour. 
 
 
The brick of Selby is of a deep orange red with over-tones that range from a light 
pinkish brown to a deep red. Stock bricks composed of multi-tones of creams, 
reds and oranges produce the more varied and locally distinctive appearance, 
especially when a patina is built up. The more uniform toned brick can represent 
the status and later date or both of a building, though this is far from being a 
uniform characteristic. Flemish bond, English bond and their variations 
predominate with the former being the most visually interesting and locally 
distinctive. Where original pointing survives there is no evidence of a tradition 
other than a typical flush or brushed back finish, though on some of the higher 
status buildings the joints between bricks can be very fine. 
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Brick is mostly left on show, especially when the brickwork is of a high quality 
though painted finishes and render are evident throughout. It is obvious that 
much of the rendering has been done in recent decades and is difficult to say 
how widely if it all traditional rendered finishes such as stucco were used. It 
seems likely that The Londsborough Hotel and possibly the Cricketers Arms, 
Market Place, were rendered and this seems to coincide with the use or the more 
ornate and moulded window lintels and cills. On lower status lime washing in 
creams appears to have been used yet again brick is the predominant finish. 
Considering the predominance of brick, the doubt on the historic use of render 
and the harm that may be caused by modern render and paint a trend away from 
a brick finish should be discouraged. 
 
Where original or traditionally constructed timberwork survives it is always 
painted and never stained. Fortunately the modern trend to always use white is 
not too pronounced and many properties have windows and doors painted in 
dark tones or green pastel shades. The common flush frame is often painted in a 
different contrasting tone to the window which adds to the appearance of a 
building when the colour used is complimentary and not garish. 
 

2.3 Landscape, green and open spaces, the quality of spaces 
 
Historically there would have been a close connection between the town and its 
surrounding landscape with fields and meadows abutting the margins of the 
settlement. Since the late 19th century onwards this relationship has been 
lessened through the expansion of the town yet some sense of this past 
relationship can still be found. The Ouse is obviously a major landmark that has 
an innate beauty whilst un-endingly making a connection between the town with 
its wider landscape. To the north and south of the town remnants of the common 
meadows have been adapted to the recreational land of Memorial Field and the 
playing fields south of the Church of England Playing School (outside the 
conservation area). The medieval Selby Dam appears along the north west 
section of Gowthorpe and in part of the Memorial fields yet has been shored with 
metal sheeting which gives a very functional appearance. 
 
Moving into the town green open spaces are found exceptionally and where they 
do occur they are of great significance. Selby Park (Figure 8) is set off from the 
main town providing a contrast and refuge from the urban centre. More exposed 
though still offering contrast the openness of the church yard is central to giving 
the Abbey Church stature and presence. Both areas provide scope for a 
significant number of mature trees and planting, both of which are largely absent 
within the densely packed town centre. 
 
Smaller green spaces and gardens are found sporadically. Most have an 
historical significance in themselves such as the cholera burial ground, the 
Quakers Burial ground and St James Church Yard. Others help define buildings 
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such as the lawned area to almshouses and the few gardens that survive to the 
rear and front of properties, most notably Park House, The Crescent. Taken in 
isolation such spaces can appear sparse and neglected yet their rarity within the 
area means that they add depth to the overall character. 
 

 
 

Figure 8 Selby Park 
 
A feeling of openness is something that characterises significant sections of the 
conservation area such as the market places, Selby Park and the banks of the 
River Ouse.  Such areas have a quality that is extremely significant in terms of 
making a town, rather than city, character and are somewhat surprising 
considering the density of development within the area. This is, in part, because 
of features such as the Ouse, Church Yard and Memorial fields but is equally 
down to hard open spaces such as the two market places and the width of some 
of the major streets. The Abbey and Micklegate market places create significant 
squares that give focus and definition to the centre of the town, allowing the 
buildings that enclose the space to be seen and appreciated. This is most 
notable with the Abbey but is also very true of all whether they contribute to 
character of the conservation area or not, for example 9 to 19 Market Place 
makes a positive contribution whilst the Post Office, Micklegate detracts from it. 
Similarly the width of Gowthorpe, The Crescent, Park Street and the openness of 
Ousegate allows buildings along them presence though in contrast to the 
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marketplaces the linear nature of streets builds makes for a more rhythmic 
quality to the streetscape. 
 
Small urban squares and spaces are rare though Church Hill is a well maintained 
informal square that contrasts sharply with the traffic-blighted Water Lane. The 
creation of a car park between Audus Street and Milton Place has created 
another informal square that has a largely mid to late 19th century character. 
Abbey Place and Church Avenue combines with the cholera burial ground to 
form an attractive space next to the Abbey that is redolent of a cathedral close. 
 

2.4 Archaeology  
 
There is one scheduled ancient monument in the conservation area which is the 
Abbots Staithe. Dating from the 15th to early 16th century it was built to store wool 
and cloth brought in from West Yorkshire for exportation across England and 
Europe. The building is also a grade II listed building and a building at risk (see 
section 4.2). 
 
Elsewhere there are no statutory designations although the historic core of the 
town, as defined by its medieval streets, holds considerable potential to answer a 
number of questions concerning the town’s development. Near the course of the 
Ouse, along Ousegate and Church Hill it is likely that waterlogged deposits exist 
containing organic material not usually found to survive.   
 
Of the archaeological questions that could be posed and explored within the town 
the most pertinent are the origins of the settlement from the Roman period to 
Norman, the development of the town in the middle ages and the pre and post 
industrial development of the inland port from the late medieval period to the late 
19th century.  Consequently the main medieval streets, the whole of Ousegate 
can be seen as of potential archaeological significance. South of the Abbey 
between New Land and Back Street it is possible that some archaeological 
evidence of the abbey complex remains whilst the eastern section of the 
Memorial Field, closest to Selby Dam may contain evidence of the Abbey Mills.  
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2.5 20th Century Development 
 
Building within the conservation area since the mid 20th century has occurred 
sporadically along most of the main streets of the conservation area whilst the 
traditional character of the northern and southern sections have been lessened 
by the construction of shopping centres and car parks which have led to the 
removal or shortening of several back streets and boundary plots. 
 
The quality of 20th century development has, for the most part, had a neutral or 
negative impact on the historic quality of the conservation area. There are 
several instances of significant historic building being lost some of which were 
listed at the time. Elsewhere modern alterations to historic buildings that detract 
from their original character are fairly commonplace, especially so with 
shopfronts. The worst modern buildings are those dating from the 1960’s to 70’s 
which are often built in a modernist functional style that was standard rather than 
innovative. From the 1980’s onwards building has been more aware of its 
surroundings employing traditional materials and detailing, albeit applied in a 
loose and often un-informed manner. Examples of this period are the Market 
Cross shopping centre and Gant Walk. Whilst such an approach has been 
continued into the present with the Abbey Walk shopping centre smaller-scale 
individual developments have started to show a more considered and accurate 
approach to the building traditions of the town, good examples being 60 and 62 
Ousegate and an addition to an early nineteenth century terrace in Park Row.  
There are no examples of overtly modern buildings that contribute to the 
character of the conservation area. 
 
The overall effect of modern building within the conservation area has been 
mixed. Marginal developments such as the shopping centres have created their 
own environments that are largely modern in character but do not impact strongly 
onto the appearance of the town centre. 2 to 20 Church Lane and Gant Walk 
whilst being over-plain in comparison to similar properties, respects the setting of 
the Abbey through their scale and layout. Development along the main streets 
has had the most significant impact especially to Gowthorpe and Micklegate 
where buildings such as Woolworths (34 Gowthorpe, Figure 9), 65 to 71 
Gowthorpe and the Post Office, Micklegate interrupt the streetscape with poorly 
designed and maintained modern blocks. 
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Figure 9. 34 Gowthorpe 

2.6 Street surfaces, furniture and traffic 
 
The majority of the pavements within the conservation area comprise of tarmac 
or small concrete slabs with concrete kerbs. Natural stone paving is absent 
except in Abbey Place. Finkle Street has small concrete sets as the road 
surfaces. Consequently the quality of street surfacing is generally modern and in 
some instances significantly adds to other negative factors, for example as along 
Ousegate and the western section of Gowthorpe where poorly maintained tarmac 
pavements add to a general sense of townscape deprivation. The small areas of 
traditional or enhanced surfacing are too small in area to add to the overall 
quality of the conservation area. 
 
Street furniture is simple in form and often of a ‘heritage design’, where simple 
moulded details are added to the basic shape of a bench, bin or bollard. The 
result is a little false in comparison to the historical equivalent and whilst more 
creative or individual designs may start to add to the character of the 
conservation area the principle issues relating street furniture are maintenance, 
position and frequency of use. Like road surfacing much of the street furniture 
appears tatty though rarely broken or decrepit. Bollards especially are over used 
whilst features are often bunched together and combined with traffic signs to 
produce visual clutter in some of the more significant areas of the conservation 
area, for example Micklegate and Market Place. Particularly noticeable are the 
lighting columns the height of which competes with the historic buildings along 
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the main streets, generally disrupting the visual flow and rhythm and along 
Gowthorpe, intruding onto the vista of the Abbey. 
 
Standard traffic signs and road markings are used throughout without any real 
regard for the setting of the conservation area or important buildings. Again such 
features can be overused and poorly maintained adding significant clutter 
especially around road junctions. 
 
Despite the opening of the Selby bypass in 2004 traffic levels within the town 
remain high and in certain locations significantly dominate and detract from the 
character of the conservation area and general amenity. Water Lane, the section 
of Mill Lane and the crossroads at New Street and Ousegate suffer considerably 
from being dominated by traffic and where the streets are narrow the effect is 
heightened marking the buildings with traffic grime and making the pedestrian 
feel hemmed in. This is particularly a problem along New Street which is one of 
the main routes to and from the Ouse to the Abbey and the centre of town. 

 

2.7 Views 
 
The flat terrain of Selby allows the Abbey to dominate over the townscape from 
various locations and produce memorable panoramas of a very traditional district 
character. The best example is on the east side of Barlby Bank from which the 
path along the bank provides a continual view that encapsulates the history of 
the town (see Section 3.1). The flatness also inhibits views and it is only at the 
open margins of the conservation area where expansive views are present. 
Rather views are channelled along streets, or glimpsed, such as those to streets 
or through gaps in the building line or suddenly open up around the market 
places and parks, such as the impressive view from the eastern section of 
Gowthorpe that gradually opens up to the dominance of the Abbey. Such 
restriction helps to cement the compactness and coherence of the town centre by 
creating distinct spaces that are often experienced in isolation and, when moving 
through the conservation area, in quick succession.  Significant views will be 
discussed within Section 3 and are shown in Map 5. 
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Figure 10 View of the Abbey from the southern side of Micklegate 

2.8 Shop fronts and Retail 
 
A considerable amount of historic buildings within the conservation area 
incorporate retail units, with local, regional and national firms present. Shop 
fronts and signage plays a significant role in defining the character of the 
conservation area. On the whole signage does not enhance the character of the 
area, though admittedly the pattern is very mixed. There is a paucity of remaining 
historic shop fronts and signage tends to be contained within over-large fascias, 
often poorly placed and sometimes garish in colour and lettering. There is a 
noticeable trend within the conservation area for shop fronts to become more 
garish and more poorly maintained at the margins of the conservation area. To 
the areas’ credit, timber remains the dominant material, the quality of shop fronts 
and signage increases towards the Abbey and numerous shop owners have 
obviously respected conservation area status. 
 
The principal problems appear to be the removal of historic shop fronts since the 
1950’s onwards, a lack of attention paid to signage applications until the last 
decade and, potentially, the number of unauthorised signs and shop fronts. 
Consequently there is an entrenched problem within the town centre that suits 
modern ’high street’ trends in shop front design but not always the character of 
the buildings or the wider quality of the conservation area. Past grant schemes 
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for the repair and reinstatement of shop fronts have had some impact with a 
particularly good example being No.7 the Crescent yet it would appear that a 
combined approach of grants, planning guidance and enforcement are needed to 
turn this problem around. 
 
Of the historic shop fronts that remain they are late 19th and early 20th century in 
date and are characterised by large panes of glass contained by slim timber 
posts and rails. The entablature and plinth of shopfronts are of timber with fascia 
heights varying considerably though generally increasing in accordance with the 
scale of the building. Shopfronts of particular note are 67 and 69 Micklegate, 1 & 
3 Millgate, 3 The Crescent and the Cricketers Arms, Market Place.   
 
 

SECTION 3 SPECIFIC CHARACTER 

3.1 The Ouse, Barlby Bank and Ousegate 
 
 
The River Ouse has been central to Selby’s development since its earliest origins 
and it has only been until recent decades that the working relationship between 
town and river has declined to almost nothing. Whilst the area shows signs of 
neglect it is in terms of historic townscape very significant. This is due to a 
combination of a significant number of listed buildings along Ousegate and their 
visual connection to the river. When viewed from the Barlby side of the Ouse this 
visual relationship combines with the Abbey rising in the background to produce 
a classic historic view that sums up the towns history and character in a way that 
has changed little over the centuries (see figures 2 & 11).  
 
Barlby Bank lies within Barlby Parish yet performs an important function within 
the Selby Town Centre Conservation Area. It strengthens the setting of this part 
of the conservation area by incorporating both banks of the Ouse. The bank 
forms part of the Trans Pennine trail and the view from this is of great 
significance, encompassing the river, Ousegate and the Abbey rising in the 
distance (see previous paragraph). On the north side of the toll bridge the view 
shifts as the town centre recedes and the Westmill Foods mill gains dominance. 
Though a functional building of little architectural merit its site also encompasses 
the medieval Abbots Staithe and a 19th century warehouse and the combination 
of all three and the river is another view that encompasses the historic 
development of the town. 
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Figure 11 View of Ousegate from Barlby Bank 

 
 
 
Seen from Ousegate, Barlby Bank is a sporadic collection of houses and flats 
placed above the broad eastern bank of the Ouse. The contrast between the 
continuous building lines of the town and the more sparse development of the 
bank emphasises the dominance of the river and the boundary of the town. The 
presence of the grade II listed Bank View Farm is redolent of a time when this 
area marked the start of the rich farmland that surrounds the town. This early 18th 
century farmhouse is a good example of the rural vernacular architecture of the 
district and combines with outbuildings and mature trees to produce a rural 
character unique within the conservation area. Elsewhere along the bank 
buildings are of a late 19th century date and fairly plain in character and may 
have been built for workers looking after the toll and railway bridges. 
 
The width of the River Ouse at Selby is considerable and dominates views as 
well as movement. Now its banks are largely devoid of industry and river traffic 
its natural beauty is its main positive characteristic. The banks are broad and 
consist of soft mud meaning that they lack hard definition and require shoring in 
places with metal corrugated sheeting. Their softness allows vegetation to 
naturally establish itself and whilst this can add to an overall ragged appearance 
it could potentially enhance the area. Flood defences are currently being 
constructed on both banks of the Ouse, north of the toll bridge and these will 
inevitably add definition to the bank and slightly disrupt the visual connection 
between river and townscape, they will also provide an opportunity to enhance 
sections of river bank. 
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Both the toll (1970) and railway bridges (1891 Figure 12) are replacements of 
bridges that were technically innovative swing bridges (1793 and 1840). The 
railway bridge is an interesting piece of railway engineering with distinctive cock-
pit and curved panels. At its eastern end is a good survival of a brick water tower.  
The toll bridge is a plain functional structure of no real merit apart from being low 
with open sides which allow unimpeded views between the banks. 
 

 
Figure 12 Railway Bridge 

 
Ousegate is one of the primary streets of the conservation area. It represents the 
working relationship of the town to the river, this is the port of Selby, and the 
connections to the wider region that this once represented, and to a limited 
extent the railway and the A19 still does. The quality of development along it is 
considerable. Most of the buildings date from the 18th to mid 19th centuries and 
the majority of these are listed (total of 19 listed buildings). Whilst the area is both 
historically and architecturally coherent its quality is undermined by traffic levels, 
road and pavement surfacing, general neglect and poor alterations and 
maintenance to some buildings. This detracts from the experience of moving 
along Ousegate but does not diminish its enhancement potential; a potential that 
simply relies on allowing the buildings and their open relationship to the river to 
become the dominant theme.  
 
The principle characteristic of Ousegate is the contrast between the openness of 
the bank-side and the building line of the south-western side.  Further to this 
there are changes in the pattern of development moving from the centre to the 
edge of town. These changes occur at the junction with New Lane. North of the 
junction up to Church Hill the character of development is similar to the main 
town: a continuous line of 18th to mid 19th century buildings built directly onto the 
road. South of the junction the development line starts to break down slightly and 
large set piece 19th century buildings such as the Ousegate Business Centre, the 
town’s first train station and Ousegate Maltings start to punctuate a domestic 
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pattern of late 18th and early 19th century buildings with an industrial character. A 
further division of the southern section occurs at the railway bridge where the 
road dips and the views along the street are cut off. South of the railway bridge 
the character of the conservation area starts to mix with that of surrounding 
housing developments as the building line becomes even more sporadic. The 
difference probably represents an extension of development, from the 1780s 
onwards, southwards along the river bank towards the termination of the Selby 
Canal and the loading bays and ship yards that clustered around it. Whilst the 
area is not as industrial in character as may be expected there is a distinct mix of 
town and industrial character that is absent in other parts of the conservation 
area. 

 
 

Figure 13 Corruna House 
Within the pattern of historic buildings there are a number of significant 
properties. North of New Street all but one building is listed. They form a row of 
three and two storey properties within which Corruna House is the most 
interesting and prominent. It is a grade II* star listed building that is the best 
example within the town of an early 18th century building. Its status and 
architectural merit that contrasts with the plainness of adjoining properties. 46 & 
48 Ousegate were originally one large property within which a large carriage way 
entrance.  50 & 52 Ousegate was originally another large property though of an 
earlier, late 18th century date. Rubbed brick arches above flush-set window 
frames and a steep pitched roof contained by a raised parapet suggest the 
former quality of this building, a quality that is now masked by fake Tudor 
timberwork and painting. Considering the corner location of the property at the 
main crossroad with the A19 this masking of the original quality of the property is 
very regrettable.   
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South of New Street Ousegate contains a strong yet more broken pattern of 
significant buildings that better reflect the port. The Riverside, The Station and 
The Highwayman are all grade II listed public houses built or made into pubs to 
cater for the port workers and travellers. The Ousegate Business Centre and 
78 Ousegate are two mid 19th century wharf side warehouses and show rooms 
in brick and stone built to a highly detailed Italianate style. Such buildings are 
typical within industrial towns and cites yet rare in Selby. As such they suggest a 
type of development that would have characterised the town if it had remained 
the principal port of West Yorkshire yet their presence reflects how the town’s 
economy continued to develop throughout the 19th century. 
 
South of the railway line is the terminus of the former Leeds to Selby Railway 
(opened 1834) later converted into a railway good shed. The practical plain 
nature of the building does not suggest its importance as one of the earliest 
surviving railway stations in Yorkshire. Adjoining the terminus are 1 to 3 Station 
Houses which were used as the railway offices in the 1840’s and later to house 
railway staff. Before then it was a single house built in the early to mid 18th 
century and belonged to Lord Petre, Lord of the Manor of Selby and the home of 
Christopher Paver, his steward.  The house was used for Catholic services prior 
to the construction of the first Catholic Church within the town in 1837. 
Unfortunately its architectural character has been lessened by modern 
alterations. Set back from Ousegate south of the railway terminus is the 19th 
century Ousegate Maltings building, which is the last remaining large industrial 
building within this area. 
 
There are a number of modern buildings along the southern section of Ousegate 
as well as gap sites or that detract from the quality of the conservation area. The 
junction with Station Road is particularly poor as is the quality of Station Road 
itself which lacks any definite structure and aesthetic merit. Its contribution to the 
character of the conservation is in containing the listed railway station of 1841 
and a terrace of late 19th century houses that were probably built for railway staff. 
Unfortunately the entrance to the station was replaced in the 1970’s yet the 
platform of the station retains its mid 19th character, especially now it has been 
recently renovated. 
 
The present quality of the river bank side of Ousegate is poor. The riverside 
remains open along its length apart from a disused petrol station by the toll 
bridge. The wharves that once characterised this side of the street have 
disappeared or are left as simple wooden platforms jutting slightly out over the 
river. This side of the street is much neglected. The bank and wharves are 
fenced off with a mixture of untraditional timber slat fences and metal fencing. 
Planting schemes of non-native shrubs along the road, one small viewing 
platform and a brick planter are too slight, poorly maintained and untypical in 
character to offer any relief or enhancement. The openness of the wharves 
contrasting with the opposing building line is characteristic of Selby as a port 
whilst allowing views into the town from Barlby Bank. Consequently this 
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relationship is important in conservation area terms. However the current state of 
the bank side is such as to significantly detract from the character of the street 
helping to form a general sense of neglect that increases when moving 
southwards along the street. Improving this side of Ousegate would significantly 
lift the character of the area. 
 
 
Traffic is a significant issue that detracts from the quality of Ousegate, especially 
around the junction with New Street. This is a prominent cross roads well used 
by pedestrians and traffic and one of the main routes to and from the Abbey, 
nearby. The quality of buildings in this area is high are experienced closely with 
the river. However, for a major junction it is quite a narrow ‘pinched’ space which 
traffic invariably dominates. The poorly maintained riverside and the derelict 
modern filling station detract from the eastern side whilst several poor shop fronts 
and the fake Tudor decoration on 52 Ousegate detract from the western section. 
Consequently the potential of a prominent focal point, at the entrance to the town 
is far from realised. 
 
Street surfacing and furniture is very poor along Ousegate with tarmac used 
predominantly. Street lighting is particularly bad both in the quality of it’s of the 
lamps but also its coverage which may explain the number of commercial 
properties cluttering their facades with external lamps. Beneath the railway 
bridge where the road level splits is a particularly poor spot being a collection of 
poorly maintained 19th century railings and walls along side modern barriers. 
 
 
 

                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                            Figure 14 The former railway terminus 
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3.2 New Street, The Crescent, Park Street, Park Row and Selby 
Park 
 
This area represents the vision of John Audus and his son to transform and 
gentrify part of Selby on lines of towns such as Bath and Buxton. The creation of 
New Street, The Crescent and possibly Park Street began in 1793 when a lease 
was taken on the land from Lord Petre. It involved the demolition of the Abbey 
Gatehouse and created a new link between the town and the then bustling 
Ousegate, the only other route being along Water Lane and Micklegate. An 
alternative date for the creation of Park Street is 1832 when the road became the 
beginning of the Bawtry Turnpike yet even if later it was clearly designed to 
compliment the first phase. Selby Park was created in 1900 for the enjoyment of 
the town. Prior to this it was a private park (in the sense of a piece of land used 
for purposes other than agriculture) and considering its location it is possible that 
this use dates from the time of the Abbey. 
 
An undeveloped site provided John Audus with a clean slate to build unhindered 
by the street layouts and property boundaries that constrained development 
within the town. The Crescent is the principal focus of his plan though the 
centrepiece is undoubtedly the Abbey which gained an enhanced setting by the 
curving back of the Crescent opposite its southern elevation. Park Street acts as 
extension away from the Abbey that reinforces the ‘polite architectural’ language 
of the Crescent at a break between the latter’s two parts. New Street connects 
The Crescent with Ousegate and appears to have been developed outside the 
main Audus plan and not to his designs. It is more mixed in its architecture and 
style suggesting that it was built in plots by different builders. 
 
Moving west along New Street from the junction of Ousegate the quality of 
townscape changes quickly. For the most part New Street continues the mixing 
of heights and details that characterises the northern section of Ousegate. It also 
shares its problems of traffic blight, poor alterations and poor maintenance, 
possibly to a higher degree. This is particularly a shame considering the quality 
and listed status of most of the buildings on this main route into the town. West of 
the Thornden Buildings the quality dramatically steps up: the narrowness of New 
Street opens up as the Crescent sweeps back and the Abbey and its grounds 
come into full view with the Market Place and town in the distance. The 
combination of the Abbey, Crescent and Park combine to form a grouping that is 
distinct for its quality status and harmony. Moving along The Crescent, Park 
Street stretches off to the south, the view channelled and held by the Park and 4 
to 24 Park Street before widening out to the railway road bridge and bus station 
outside the conservation area. As the Crescent ends the town begins at Market 
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Place and the medieval pattern of the town with its variety and closeness is 
quickly felt. 
 
Both The Crescent (Figure 15) and Park Street were built to the designs of the 
John Audus and as an amateur architect his results are commendable. 
Reputedly the Crescent was influenced by Lansdowne Crescent in Bath though 
the comparison is fairly superficial and what is perhaps represented is the 
translation of late Georgian town planning and architecture to a more provincial 
scale. The buildings are well-ordered and proportioned, the detailing is 
characteristically subtle, and the quality of brickwork and construction in general 
is high. Each property is three bays wide with brick laid in Flemish bond with 
close uniform joints, original windows are twelve pane sashes surmounted by 
stone wedge lintels and the roof is hidden by a low parapet, a feature that is 
otherwise uncommon in the conservation area. The ground floors have been 
replaced by a mix of 19th century and modern shop fronts ranging from the early 
19th century art nouveau influenced 3 The Crescent to the blank post-war glass 
and corrugated fascia front of Wetheralls. Despite the modern shop fronts and 
ephemera such as flag poles, street lighting and the occasional use of render 
The Crescent retains its original grandeur and contributes greatly to the setting of 
the Abbey and the character of the town in general. 
 
It is strange that The Crescent is split into two rather than being continuous. This 
is possibly the result of other local factors that forced a compromise to be made. 
At the town end of the eastern section of The Crescent is Park House, which 
steps down and away from the line of the Crescent to create a separate building 
within its own large garden. Such a property is unusual within the conservation 
area and its garden combined with the Park creates a significant green open 
space that reinforces the special and prestigious quality of the area. 
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Figure 15. 2 to 6 The Crescent 
 
4 to 24 Park Street was built in two phases, in the 1780’s and 1830’s as two 
separate rows of townhouses divided by a public hall, now Salvation Army 
citadel. Unlike The Crescent the properties are of two rather than three stories 
and are less uniform yet their elevations are a well balanced and ordered 
collection of horizontal and vertical elements and their overall sense of quality is 
similar to that of the Crescent. The former public hall is of an Italianate design 
resembling a small Greek temple. Originally the public rooms of the town it 
became the Merchants Institute in 1861 and later the town Museum. All the 
buildings along Park Street are listed grade II and have their own distinct 
character whilst complimenting the character of The Crescent. Though historic 
and modern changes have occurred to the properties they retain a high degree of 
original character and are especially notable for their panelled doors with 
fanlights and classical door surrounds. 
 
Selby Park (Figure 8) comprises two parts: a small area of winding paths 
between planting beds in the late 19th early 20th century informal style and a large 
open area of bowling greens, play areas and pavilions. The former fronts the 
Crescent and Park Streets and add considerably to the historic and aesthetic 
character of the area. The latter is set back from the main roads and is of little 
historic value though it remains an important recreational space. Views from the 
Park naturally gravitate towards the south face of the Abbey and it is a presence 
that dignifies and adds to the enjoyment of the gardens. 
 
South of the Crescent is Park Row (Figure 16), a collection of two storey listed 
cottages and outside toilets. They are one of the best examples of this type of 
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workers housing dating from the late 18th and early 19th century within the town 
though they appear somewhat marooned in the context of The Crescent and 
Park, reflecting how physically close-knit a town like Selby was historically. The 
painting of timber work and lintels in white across all properties is a modern 
paint-scheme that appears a little harsh, where as subtle and various shades 
would add visual interest to this informal terrace. Park Row also provides 
interesting views across the rear of the eastern section of The Crescent which in 
contrast to the front is a varied view of historic extensions and boundary walls. 
 

 
Figure 16 Park Row 

 

3.3 The Abbey, Market Place & Abbey Place 
 
Selby Abbey (Figure 1) is one of the largest and most spectacular parish 
churches in England. Its scale, many building phases and detailed craftsmanship 
reflects the importance and wealth of the Abbey within the north of England from 
the 12th to mid 16th centuries and the skill of restorers from the 19th century to the 
present. It dominates and defines the space around it, from the start of The 
Crescent, through Market Place and to the middle of Gowthorpe. It is both 
intentional and fitting that this should be the case and the building continually 
defines and dignifies the centre of the town. 
 
Its church yard has been closed to burials since the 19th century and is now an 
area of open green space dotted with graves and mature trees. It adds to the 
setting of the Abbey, giving it further space in a complimentary form, whilst acting 
as a quiet area within the centre of town. 18th century railings (listed grade II) of 
a slight simple form run round it elegantly defining its boundaries. 
 
The Market Place, once the social hub of the town, is now a small square open to 
the Abbey and Gowthorpe and lined with mostly historic buildings on its 
remaining sides. The 18th century market cross graces the space symbolising 
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continuity from the middle ages to the present (Figure 17). The sense and scale 
of the original market place has been significantly lessened since the 20th century 
through the formalisation of the A19 running on its south side and the single 
width road on its north and east sides. Whilst the former is a necessary 
progression the latter has a limited practical purpose apart from providing a 
turning space and a few additional parking spaces. Its loss in favour of enlarged 
square would greatly help to regain the square’s original scale and importance. 
Similarly the re-ordering of the Square done in the last decades does little for the 
space. Plain brick planters with seats, concrete street surfaces, ‘weedy’ trees 
within guards, bollards, bins and traffic signs combine to clutter a space whose 
contribution to the setting of the Abbey and wider street scene relies on being 
open. 
 
Though the quality of the market square could be easily improved upon the 
overall sense of space in this area is impressive and similar to many market 
squares with North Yorkshire. There is a noticeable increase in the scale and 
status of building around the market place. The buildings on the corner of 
connecting streets are particularly notable: The HSBC bank and Barclays Bank 
are typical late 19th century and early 20th century bank buildings with detailed 
facades in brick and stone. The Londesborough Hotel is a mid 18th century 
coaching inn with a mid 19th century stuccoed front whose windows have raised 
and moulded surrounds. Its presence near the Abbey is not uncommon within 
Abbey towns where the hospitality and lodging once offered by monasteries was 
replaced by coaching inns near the Abbey gates from the 16th century onwards. 
The Cricketers Arms also has a mid 19th century stuccoed front below which is 
the most ornate public house front in the town. 
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Figure 17 Market Place and the Market Cross looking towards Gowthorpe 
 
 
On the north side 10 to 16 Market Place continues the three storey with parapet 
building style established by the Crescent, whilst being slightly plainer and one 
bay less wide. They and the general mix of buildings Market Place acts as visual 
transition between the uniformity of the Crescent and the varied pattern that 
characterises the main town. Unfortunately another sense of transition is 
achieved by the paucity of shop fronts on these properties which introduces the 
garish pattern of signage that characterises much of the conservation area. 
 
The south side of Market Place is shorter than the north and dominated by the 
Londesborough and enhanced by Barclays Bank. In between the two are two 
modern buildings in brick, the detailing of which is loosely historical yet false in 
comparison to their neighbours. Fortunately their impact on the street scene is 
fairy neutral. 
 
At the eastern side of the Londesborough is an 18th century gate that leads to 
Abbey Place and Church Avenue a collection of two and three storey 
townhouses from the late 18th to early 20th centuries that appear like a small 
cathedral close.  Abbey Walk turns back at the cholera burial ground and a 
small informal square is formed with the abbey grounds on its north side. This is 

176



Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal  
Initial Draft 17th April 2007 

Page 33 

a particularly harmonious and pleasant area. Most of the buildings are listed and 
retain their original character, the cholera burial ground unifies and greens the 
space as does the  north side of the church yard, the Abbey itself dominates and 
is closely felt whilst mature tree cover adds to a general sense of enclosure that 
contrasts with the openness of the nearby market place. The quality of the area 
is clearly recognised by the path being laid in york-stone flags and the retention 
of the area for pedestrians only. 
 
Abbey Walk is a collection of listed 18th and early 19th century listed buildings 
within the general Selby pattern. The high degree of original character and the 
impressive setting makes them some of the best examples of such buildings 
within the conservation area. Church Avenue is more mixed and unusually 
contains a terrace of Edwardian houses with a highly decorated Queen Anne 
Revival style, 15 to 21 Church Avenue. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 18. Abbey Place 2 to 6 
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3.4 Finkle Street, Micklegate, Mill Lane, Roberts Lane and Water 
Lane. 
 
 
Finkle Street connects the Abbey with the second market place at Micklegate 
and the medieval port or staithe at The Quay. It is a narrow street enclosed by 
three and two storey properties built close on to the pavement. The change from 
the Abbey and market place is abrupt and channels movement and views north 
east to Micklegate, which gradually opens up into a large square closed in on 
fours sides, onto which the Westmill Foods Mill dominates. The combination of 
narrowness and then openness creates a distinct sense of encountering a new 
part of the conservation area which then connects back to the Abbey through 
occasional glimpses of the Abbey Tower through gaps between and over 
buildings on the west side of Micklegate. 
 
A narrow close feeling characterises Finkle Street giving the impression of a 
typical medieval street which is surprising considering its absence in 
documentary sources from that period. The buildings along it are predominately 
late 18th century to mid 19th century in date and of the characteristic Selby style 
of simple flat brick facades articulated by sash windows, the occasional eaves 
cornice course and historic shop fronts. Whilst they are not as considered in 
terms of design as The Crescent or buildings within Market Place they do have 
considerable historic character as being more functional and everyday. The 
various subtle differences in their design, made up from a limited set of features, 
create a busy rhythm to the street to which the narrowness adds intimacy.  To 
the streets credit many historic shop fronts survive, at least in part, and whilst 
there are still a number of poor modern signage scheme the overall contribution 
of shops is higher than in other parts of the conservation area. 
 
 
Many of the properties along Finkle Street are listed grade II ranging from large 
town houses such as 1 Finkle Street (early to mid 18th century) and 27 and 29 
Finkle Street to smaller properties comparable to rural architecture within area, 
such as 6 to 10 Finkle Street and 15 & 17 Finkle Street (Late 18th century to 
early 19th century Figure 19). Of the unlisted buildings 11, 13 & 13a Finkle Street 
are two late 19th and early 20th century shops with flats above that are good 
examples of the period whilst the ground floor of 28 Finkle Street has been so 
altered with the insertion of a modern shop front to detract from the quality of the 
area at a visually important corner with Micklegate. 
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Figure 19. 15 & 17 Finkle Street 
 
The feeling of space that the market place at Micklegate creates is impressive 
and whilst the scale of buildings increases around it they remain at a scale that 
encloses without being dominant. There is a certain harmony between the 
pattern of building and the openness of the space which is characteristic of a 
town rather than city environment. In comparison to Market Place, Micklegate is 
a wider space and the buildings along it are more mixed and without the same 
sense of uniformity of design, scale and status. Consequently the eye is drawn 
along each building in turn, the space allowing each to be appreciated for its 
relative merits. This is both a positive and negative thing because the quality of 
building is mixed. The most dominant feature, the Westmill Foods mill (Figure 
20) is certainly impressive in scale and historically important to the social history 
of the town but architecturally it is a brutal industrial building within an historic 
market town. Elsewhere there is a mix of late 18th century to modern buildings 
with a concentration of mid to late 19th century buildings. The best of these are 
on the west side of the Square, such as 57 & 59, 61 to 65 and 67 Micklegate. 
Unfortunately several historic buildings have been poorly altered with modern 
shop fronts and plastic windows, such as the former Cooperative store 37 
Micklegate as well as 48 & 50 Micklegate. Modern buildings such as the Post 
Office and 45 and 47 Micklegate are of a very poor standard for such an 
environment and significantly weaken the quality of the building lines. 
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Another negative factor is the quality of the market place itself which is used as a 
car park on non-market days. Whilst this is not unusual it does bring with it a 
considerable clutter of signs, bollards and road markings whilst the remaining 
pedestrian spaces are crammed with bins, seats and small trees. Like Market 
Place a more considered approach that opens up the space would enhance the 
area. If this was combined with the re-instatement of historic features and the 
redevelopment of the worst modern buildings Micklegate would realise its 
considerable potential. 
 
At the north end of Micklegate is the road connecting Ousegate and Millgate. 
This is a busy road that spoils the quality of the conservation area along its route. 
The section of Millgate within the conservation area is the worst example of this 
effect. It is another narrow street with a strong sense of enclosure, which in the 
same way as New Street, traffic covers with grime and intimidates the 
pedestrian. The eastern side in particular has suffered the character of its 19th 
century buildings lost to vacancy and modern window and roof alterations. The 
western side contains 1 Millgate, the return from Micklegate of a well 
proportioned and detailed early 20th century shop and house that retains one of 
the best set of shop fronts in the conservation area. Next to this 3 Millgate is a 
small late 19th century house or office that retains its original windows and doors. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 20 Westmill Foods mill 
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The north side of Micklegate is formed by The Quay which is the former Abbey 
Staithe which was the probable focus of the port of Selby from the 11th century to 
the 18th century. It is a strange collection of buildings containing the former 
monastery warehouse, Abbots Staithe, a couple of small 18th century offices and 
houses, one late 19th century warehouse and the mill, offices and club of 
Westmill Foods which date from the 1930’s to 1970’s. It is a cramped mix of 
buildings that have developed on practical functional lines. The survival of the 
Abbots Staithe (Figure 21) is perhaps down to its solidity as well as 
circumstance and it stands now as a neglected scheduled ancient monument 
partially hidden from public view. Hopefully this very important example of 
monastic architecture will find a new lease of life and in the same way as the 
other major buildings of the town start to contribute to the life of the town. 
 
The western side of Finkle Street contains a number of small lanes and courts 
the most significant of which is Robert Street which retains a row of early 19th 
century terraces that along with Park Row form the best surviving examples of 
this once common building type within the town. 
 

 
 

Figure 21 The Abbot's Staithe 
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3. 5 Water Lane, Church Hill, Church Lane and Wren Lane 
 
Traditionally Church Hill is thought to be the centre of the original settlement of 
Selby and before the Norman Conquest contained a wooden church from which 
the street takes its name. Archaeological evidence of Anglo Saxon burials 
supports this and the curious breaking of the street plan into small lanes in this 
area suggests the remnants of a small settlement surviving in the medieval street 
layout. 
 
The divergence from the typical pattern of long streets into small lanes and 
spaces gives this area a distinct character even though it is closely connected 
with Ousegate, Micklegate and the Abbey and comprises the similar range and 
style of buildings found throughout the town. Water Lane is a short continuation 
of Ousegate into Micklegate that contains two little of interest save two good 19th 
century buildings and a rear view of a section of the Abbots Staither. In the same 
way as Mill Lane, Water Lane is dominated by traffic and a poor visual and 
physical environment is produced. Church Hill connects the west side of 
Ousegate and Water Lane gently curving back on both sides to produce an 
attractive small square of two and three storey town houses, the best of which is 
the Masonic Hall and 23 Church Lane (Figure 22). The poor character of Water 
Lane is instantly relieved by this square. The surfacing changes to small concrete 
setts and a small island of planting and seating add definition yet traditional 
natural materials would considerably lift this area giving it a quality similar to 
Abbey Place. Another small seating are to the junction with Wren Lane is simply 

landscaped with attractive modern 
metal screen with artwork motifs of the 
town. Unfortunately a number of 
properties including those that are 
listed have installed over-large and 
untraditional fascia signs and lighting 
and this detracts from what is basically 
a concise and coherent historic space. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
    
 
 Figure 22. No.23 Church Hill 
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At the south of Church Hill is the junction with Church Lane and Wren Lane 
leading to Church Avenue and Micklegate respectively. Church Lane acts as a 
visual frame to the north face of the Abbey and presents one of the intimate 
contrasts of town and church familiar to most historic towns (Figure 23). Its west 
side contains a range of domestic and commercial historic buildings in varying 
states of survival whilst the east side was redeveloped in the late 20th century 
with housing which is of a rather basic design, even for Selby, though in scale 
and materials respects the pattern of development on the west side as well as 
the setting and view of the Abbey. 
 
Wren Lane is a short narrow lane at right angles to Church Lane. Its eastern side 
is formed by the public library, which is one of the better buildings from the late 
20th century within the conservation area. The west side is a mix of the historic 
and modern with 2 Wren Lane retaining a simple late 19th century shop front 
whilst 4 to 12 Wren Lane is a recent development of houses in the town cottage 
form, albeit with uncharacteristic details such as half render, casement windows 
and dentil string course. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 23 View down Church Lane towards Abbey 
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3.7 James Street, Abbey Yard, Market Cross Shopping Centre 
and New Lane 
 
This area represents part of the former abbey complex that contained ancillary 
buildings and features such as the Abbey Barn and fishpond   until the land was 
leased by John Audus in 1793 and redeveloped by his son James from the late 
18th to mid 19th century. In this respect it is similar to the Crescent and Park 
Street yet development in this area was not planned to the same degree with 
some plots being used for one off buildings designed or commissioned by James 
Audus, such as St James Church or the Subscription School New Lane, whilst 
the majority was left to other owners and speculative developers. 
 
The lack of an overall plan for this area is characteristic of it today: the main 
streets, James Street and New Lane, once stretched into the adjoining 
countryside yet since the town expanded they now go back to a mixed modern 
environment of houses, playing fields and supermarkets. In between the two, 
though still within the conservation area boundary, is the Market Cross shopping 
centre which further undermines the historic coherency of this part of the 
conservation area. This is not to say that this area is lacking in historical and 
architectural interest. Rather it acts a transition and lead in from the wider town 
into the historic centre and it is noticeable how the conservation area boundary 
works in and out of modern and historic properties. 
 
Unfortunately James Street forms this transition all too quickly. Its eastern side is 
a mix of modern and late 19th century buildings whose individuality and pattern is 
subsumed by the shop front of Wetheralls department store. The western side 
quickly becomes dominated by Market Cross Shopping Centre. Also it is a short 
street truncated by Morrison’s supermarket and its car park. Buildings of interest 
here are the return of the HSBC Bank and the late 19th century offices on the 
south corner of Abbey Yard which are unusually constructed in sandstone. 
 
Abbey Yard is the back lane of the Crescent and connects James Street with 
Part Street. On its north side is a terrace of four 18th century cottages similar 
to Park Row and Roberts Lane. Opposite is a collection of outbuildings and 
warehouses built side on to the street and probably belonged to the Crescent 
properties. Though some have been poorly altered they form the best grouping of 
such once common buildings within the conservation area. In addition Abbey 
Yard also provides views to the rear of the listed buildings of the Crescent and 
Park Street with the Abbey tower appearing at the eastern edge of the street. 
 
The Market Cross shopping centre is its own enclosed entity. Its visible sides 
from James Street and New Lane are of traditional materials yet faceless though 
some variety of scale and form lessens their impact onto these streets. In terms 
of the conservation area it is a neutral area between two historic streets. 
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New Lane is one of the most historically interesting streets within the 
conservation area. Originally the western boundary of the Abbey it became, from 
the late 18th century, a focus for religious and social buildings most of which 
survive. Visually and architecturally of interest having a linear and narrow 
character in which the houses, three schools, two churches,  halls and 
magistrates court are collected together like a museum of 19th century life. This 
impression starts almost immediately at the junction of Portholme Road where 
the open playing fields (outside the conservation area) add to its setting. 
Paradoxically its character breaks down at the end with the conservation area 
with the Market Cross shopping centre is opposed by a very poor collection of 
mid to late 20th century shops. 
 
Between the two ends is a collection of architectural set-pieces at the centre of 
which is St James Church (Figure  24). The Church was commissioned, 
designed and largely financed by James Audus in 1866. Considering that James 
Audus was an amateur architect the fact that the resulting Gothic Revival style 
church is as convincing a building as most churches of this date is remarkable. 
Set back from the church and road is a Sunday school built in memorial to 
James Audus in 1871 which adds to the historical depth of the church whilst 
complimenting its architecture and setting. Other buildings of a social or religious 
character are, from south to north, the Subscription School of 1811, again 
funded by James Audus, Selby Primary School (Late 19th to early 20th century), 
St James Church Hall, the Congregational Chapel (1866 by J P Pritchett of 
York) and the Magistrates Court (early 20th century). These are interspersed 
with houses that include St Marks Square, one of two open-ended squares built 
to the same layout as the almshouses at the western end of Gowthorpe.  
Completely outside the collection of building types is a large early 19th century 
warehouse or workshop at the southern edge of the eastern section of the 
street. This plain simple building appears out of place along this otherwise formal 
street but is non-the-less an important survival of the town industrial past. 
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Figure 24 St 
James Church 
New Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 8 Gowthorpe, Audus Street & Memorial Field 
 
Gowthorpe defines the western section of the conservation area. Historically it 
has its origins as an outlying settlement that grew into a major town street 
aligned on the Abbey Church. Its medieval form defines the character of the 
street now: a collection of separate building plots of varying widths unified in a 
continuous building line on both sides of the street. Whilst plots have been 
amalgamated and truncated over the centuries the pattern of separate ownership 
continues which produces a constant pattern of different styles, dates and scales 
of building, albeit within the local building traditions of the 18th to 19th centuries 
interspersed with modern redevelopments. 
 
Gowthorpe is divided into two sections by the junction with Brook Street and 
Scott Road and this also marks a change in character. The eastern town section 
consists of shops with accommodation above whilst the western section has an 
historic edge of town aspect and is characterised by houses and a slight breaking 
down of the building line (Figures 25 and 26 respectively). The junction is also a 
meeting point between the town and Brook Street conservation areas. The vista 
along Brook Street opens up a new phase in the town’s history that of late 19th 
century middle-class terraces. The Town Hall, the former Methodist Chapel, is a 
prominent key building at the junction that bridges both areas. Stylistically it is 
part of the late 19th century town yet its location is firmly placed along Gowthorpe. 
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Figure 25 Gowthorpe east of the junction with Brook Street 

 
 

 
 

Figure 26 Gowthorpe west of the junction with Brook Street 
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Views along Gowthorpe are channelled and contained along its length, the 
differences of scale and style in buildings producing a visually busy scene and 
jagged rhythm. Moving east from the junction with Scott Road a pattern of two 
storey properties gradually steps up to three whilst the Abbey Church 
dramatically comes into view. This is a visual relationship that has remained 
since the construction of the Abbey Church in the 12th century, despite the many 
changes of buildings in the meantime. It is equal in importance to the view from 
Barlby Bank in its drama and in the way it encapsulates the history of the town. 
Considering this it is unfortunate that the historic quality of Gowthorpe suffers 
from a number of poor late 20th century redevelopments and numerous 
inappropriate alterations to historic buildings. Likewise the instillation of tall lamp 
posts along its length interrupt the clear view to the Abbey slightly detracting from 
its dominance. 
 
The issue of modern alterations and new buildings is an issue that affects most 
parts of the conservation area but particularly the eastern section of Gowthorpe. 
Most shop fronts have been replaced and the building line is continually 
punctuated by plain redevelopments from the 1970’s onwards that show little 
regard for context except for scale. The quality of the town section of Gowthorpe 
declines markedly moving west as the frequency of change and redevelopment 
increases and combines with historic buildings that are more recent and of less 
status than the centre of town. This ‘tailing off’ of the status and impact of 
buildings is part of the streets intrinsic character that highlights the historic and 
current economic importance of the town centre as opposed to its edges. 
However it has also been seen as a lessening of sensitivity in conservation area 
terms which is a shame for an area that characterises all the facets of historic 
town and not just its most prestigious elements. In a similar way to Micklegate, 
the eastern section of Gowthorpe could be considerably improved by the 
redevelopment of modern properties and reinstatement of historic features. 
 
Whilst the eastern section of Gowthorpe contains numerous listed buildings and 
unlisted buildings of interest no one building dominates the street. This is due to 
the constant variety of the street itself as well as the presence of the Abbey at its 
eastern end. This is a noticeable collection of high quality historic buildings at its 
eastern end, particularly on the north side of the street. The New Inn is an early 
to mid 18th century property with an early 20th century public house frontage in a 
simple smart Tudor-revival style. The former George Hotel, 10 & 12 
Gowthorpe, is a large three storey mid 19th century building, possibly earlier, 
with a stuccoed front and moulded window surrounds similar to the 
Londesborough and Cricketers Arms. Unlike these two properties the original 
scale and status of the property is lessened by the conversion of the ground floor 
into three shop units and the poor maintenance of its upper floors. The Grey 
House, 16 & 18 Gowthorpe was another fine stuccoed early 19th century 
building before one bay of the property was punctured through to make an 
alleyway to the Abbey Walk shopping centre and an oversized modern canopy 
placed above its carriage way entrance. 24 to 28 Gowthorpe, the former 
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Whiskers grocers,  are two 18th and 19th century grade II stuccoed town houses 
that are now vacant and in a very poor state of repair and the most prominent 
listed building at risk within the conservation area. Though rather plain buildings 
compared to others of this scale nearby they have considerable historic interest 
and make a strong contribution to the character of Gowthorpe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 27. 24 to 28 
Gowthorpe 
 
 
 
 

On the southern side of the street on the corner with New Lane 1 Gowthorpe is 
the original Selby Town Hall built in the late 19th century. It is a compact 
expression of late 19th century gothic revival architecture that appears over-
designed and detailed for its size though presumably this design intentionally 
draws attention to the main council chamber on the upper floor. The heraldic 
shield of the town of three swans forms part of the stone dressing to the 
Gowthorpe entrance. Elsewhere along Gowthorpe 39, 41 & 43 and 45 & 57 are 
a good collection of three late 18th and early 19th century properties whilst 
properties such as 52, 62 to 70 and 72 are good examples of simple late 19th 
century buildings which are particularly prevalent in this part of the street. 
 
The intrinsic historic interest and architectural quality of buildings along the 
western section of Gowthorpe is more consistent and this section of the street 
comprises an interesting mix of town houses and cottages, some retaining 
agricultural and light industrial outbuildings. Again the quality of what is a very 
interesting and at times high quality group of buildings is undermined by modern 
alterations, most notably window changes. Also the quality of street surfacing is 
poor and many building are coated in traffic grime. 
 
The Scott Road and Brook Street junction physically and visually separates this 
section of Gowthorpe giving the area a distinct appearance. Most of the buildings 
are purely domestic contrasting with the retail character of the eastern section. 
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There is a marked jagged rhythm to the street as the scale and width of buildings 
fluctuates. The continuous building line seen throughout the main streets of the 
conservation area starts to break down and the width of the plots increases and 
this helps the collection of houses appear almost like a village street. 
 
The visual strength of the street relies on a sense of community where each 
building is an integral part but retains its distinct character. Buildings vary in age 
from mid 18th century to late 19th century buildings and are mostly of two storeys 
with a small grouping of three storey properties at the middle of northern side. 
Glimpses through the building line and carriageways lead to outbuildings, yards 
and gardens that stretch back to Selby Dam and this is another factor that gives 
this area a slightly rural edge-of-town character. 
 
Of particular interest are two sets of alms houses constructed in the early 19th 
century. Both consist of three rows of cottages set back from the roadside around 
a small lawn forming a square open-ended to the street. 109-119 Gowthorpe 
(Figure 28) was constructed by the ’Feoffes’ or poor charity of the town and each 
building is of the simple plain cottage style seen throughout the town such as 
Park Row and St Marks Square. 125 to 143 Gowthorpe were endowed and 
designed by James Audus and consequently they are less plain with a small 
engaged tower to the centre with a pronounced gothic archway in stone. 
Otherwise there are thirteen listed buildings in this section of Gowthorpe. 92 & 94 
and 108 & 110 Gowthorpe appear to be 18th century farmhouses subdivided into 
two properties during the mid 19th century. 106 Gowthorpe is a mid 19th century 
property of considerable quality in terms of brickwork and glazing. Of the unlisted 
buildings most have undergone some kind of modern alteration detrimental to 
their character and the degree of change is often severe, for example 96 
Gowthorpe and 124 to 126, a small row of three-storey townhouses whose 
windows have all been replaced with plastic casements. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 28. 109 - 119 Gowthorpe 
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An interesting feature of the town is the numerous back lanes and courts that 
once ran back from its main streets. The majority were located off the eastern 
section of Gowthorpe and whilst many, such as South Parade, Granville Place 
and Turners Square have been lost or truncated others survive. Milton Place is 
a terrace of six late 19th century houses with a workshop, possibly a former 
undertakers and joiners, at its eastern end. Reached by a small alleyway the 
terrace is shielded and secluded from the busy main street and is separated from 
an adjoining car park by a high brick wall which follows the boundary of the main 
plot back at right angles to the street. Though a fairly typical example of late 19th 
century architecture it is a good survival of the dense mixed use of space that 
characterised the town in the 19th century. 
 
Just east of Milton Place is Audus Street which appears to have been created 
out of several plots to create a street of terraced housing in the mid 19th century 
and then extended to create St James Terrace (Figure 29), a terrace of middle 
class housing set back from the street behind small gardens in the late 19th 
century. The Audus commemorated by the street was probably the elder John 
and the extra width of the street and its physical connection to St James Church 
strongly suggests that it was developed by James Audus who had the influence 
and will to build on a larger more humane scale than the usual cramped plots 
reflected by Milton Place. The alignment of Audus Street on St James Church 
may in part be circumstantial but it does replicate, in miniature, the relationship of 
Gowthorpe to the Abbey. This similarity is a fitting epitaph to a family who had 
considerable power and positive influence on the town. Whilst the terraces of 
Audus Street are typical terraces of the period St James Terrace has obvious 
quality in design and construction. This quality is maintained by the careful 
management of the buildings and the retention of their original features. 
 

 
 

Figure 29 St James Terrace 

191



Selby Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal  
Initial Draft 17th April 2007 

Page 48 

Between the Audus Street and Milton Place is a small car park that makes for an 
informal, unplanned and not altogether unpleasant square. Leading back to 
Gowthorpe from the car park is a narrow alleyway which passes along the side of 
the former Quakers Meeting House (Figure 30) at the back of 23 Gowthorpe. 
This building is now masked in render though its shape and slightly hidden 
position points to an 18th century date. Behind it is a small garden gifted to the 
town by the Society of Friends in the 1970’s. It contains a number of 17th century 
gravestones from a Quaker burial ground at Drax Abbey farm. The early date of 
these memorials from a non-conformist religion makes them historically important 
despite them being removed from their original context and it is a shame that 
they, like the garden, lie slightly neglected and lost. Considering the possible age 
of the Meeting House, the importance of the memorials and the aesthetic 
promise of the garden this small area has the potential to become an attractive 
detail to the conservation area and town. 
 
Historically the rear plots of Gowthorpe would have ran back in long plots at right-
angles to the street and terminated on the fields and meadows of the parish. 
These plots have now gone to all but the north side of the western section of 
Gowthorpe. On the north side of the eastern section they have been lost to car 
parking and the Abbey Walk shopping centre both of which are areas of little 
value to the conservation area save providing views to the back of Gowthorpe, 
Finkle Street and Micklegate. These views are very varied but when composed of 
a group of historic buildings they are of considerable interest; contrasting the 
flatness and order of front elevations with a jumble of rear extensions and 
alterations that reflect the intense use over time of such buildings. 
 
Further north still and forming the northern boundary of the conservation area is 
the Memorial Field, a large expanse of recreational space that was probably 
once a common meadow of the town. The field can be divided into an eastern 
and western section. The latter has been landscaped into a normal playing field 
with paths, playing area and recently an attractive wetland nature reserve. 
Considering its character and its separation from the main conservation area by 
the Abbey Park Shopping centre it is has limited value as a part of the 
conservation area yet remains an important piece of open ground from which the 
town can be seen dominated by the Abbey tower. The eastern larger section is 
also fairly sparse in terms of interest though is treated more like an open field 
bounded by a hedges and trees. Consequently it has more of a rural feel that 
compliments the nearby Selby Dam as it makes its way to the Ouse. The Dam 
itself is of historic interest, being constructed by the Abbey, but visually it is 
uninteresting being a narrow waterway shored by metal sheeting and running 
alongside the shopping centre. It is possible that the undeveloped, Memorial field 
side of the dam may contain archaeological evidence of the medieval town mills 
that were once powered by the dam. 
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Figure 30 Former Quakers Meeting House 

 

 

SECTION 4 HERITAGE AUDIT 
 

4. 1 Methodology 
 
A map based survey was undertaken to look at each building within the 
conservation area. Both the state of repair and the state of preservation was 
considered whilst modern or drastically altered historic buildings that detracted 
from the character of the conservation area were noted. Listed buildings and the 
one scheduled ancient monument were assessed to buildings at risk level and 
the results tabulated (Appendix B). 
 
Street surfaces and the quality of open spaces were discussed in Sections 2 & 3 
of this appraisal. Generally speaking the quality of street surfaces and furniture 
was found to be poor in appearance and untraditional in character. Open spaces 
varied in significance, the more significant areas being within the centre of the 
town. The quality of spaces such as the Abbey Church Yard and the two market 
places were felt to significantly define the character of the area but were often let 
down by poor surfacing, clutter and parking. 
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4.2 Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 
There are 154 listed buildings within the conservation area one of which, the 
Abbots Staithe is also a scheduled ancient monument. There are no other 
scheduled ancient monument designations within the conservation area. 
 
Of the 154 listed buildings four were to be found to be at significant risk whilst 
eleven were found to be in a vulnerable condition. Alarmingly the buildings at risk 
were also very significant buildings within the conservation. They are: 
 

1. Abbots Staithe. Grade II* listed. Also a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
Currently appears structurally sound but with defective roof coverings and 
rainwater goods. General neglect to exterior points to neglect of internal 
features where they survive. Understood to be on the property market. 

2. 24 to 28 Gowthorpe Grade II listed, the former Whiskers Grocers shop. 
Two three-storey townhouses prominent along Gowthorpe. Vacant, roof 
appears sound though major structural faults suggested on rear elevation 
whilst a poorly maintained front elevation and pigeon infestation suggests 
the building is not weather tight. Rainwater goods possibly not adequate. 

3. 15 New Street. Grade II listed. Loss of architectural features across front 
elevation coupled with lack of basic maintenance. Part occupied. 

4. Ousegate Maltings (de-listed?) One of the last surviving large industrial 
buildings within the conservation area. Vacant with defective roof covering 
and decaying features. 

 
The eleven vulnerable buildings suffer from a combination of poor maintenance 
especially to rainwater goods and timber work. Often this is combined with part 
occupancy. There is a noticeable collection of such buildings along Finkle Street 
(6 to 10 and 21 Finkle Street) an otherwise vibrant location. 
 
Of the remaining listed buildings occupancy rates are high yet the use of upper 
stories is typically infrequent and there is a pattern between vacant upper stories 
and lack of maintenance. The condition of listed buildings not at risk is varied 
though most display a good or fair standard of maintenance within the centre 
moving to a fair or poor standard on the margins. Also another troubling aspect 
with Selby’s listed buildings is the degree to which modern alterations have 
detracted from the character of the buildings. In the main this relates to the 
insertion of modern shopfronts though there are several instances of poor 
modern window and door replacements to listed buildings which sometimes 
include the use of plastic. In summary of the 154 listed buildings, 62 require 
some degree of repair or reinstatement which is a relatively high percentage for 
any conservation area. 
 

4.3 Unlisted Historic Buildings 
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The buildings shown in red on Map 6 are unlisted with good survival of original 
features.  There are a good variety of public buildings surviving such as the Town 
Hall on Gowthorpe, St James Standering Hall, Sunday School to St James 
Church and the Magistrates Court on New Lane and the Howden Institute on 
Church Avenue.  There are some particularly fine domestic buildings on St 
James Terrace numbers 1-8, dating from the mid 19th century and numbers 15-
21 Church Avenue, a row of four Edwardian town houses.  These buildings retain 
many original features including joinery, roof materials, chimneys and boundary 
walls.  The Bay Horse and The Griffin public houses on Micklegate also retain 
many original features and make positive contributions to this area.  There are 
several commercial buildings that either have had original details restored such 
as shopfronts or retain their original details such as number 52 Gowthorpe and 
number 67 Micklegate where both retain their original shopfronts and sash 
windows.  There are 57 buildings that are unlisted and of good survival, 28 of 
these are located within the west of the conservation area, around Gowthorpe, St 
James Terrace and New Lane and the other 23 are spread throughout the rest of 
the conservation area. 
 
The buildings shown in red hatching on Map 6 are unlisted with poor survival of 
original features.  The lost features are predominantly joinery details in residential 
buildings with reinstatement in Upvc and poor quality shopfronts to commercial 
buildings with some Upvc windows to upper floors.  There are 126 unlisted 
buildings of poor survival and over 50% of these are in the Gowthorpe area. 
 
There are 72 buildings with Upvc windows installed; these are mainly evident on 
residential properties, particularly small groups of terraced housing on the west 
side of the conservation area in Gowthorpe (Figure 31), Audus Street, St James 
Terrace, Millgate, Barlby Road and Station Road.  There are some isolated 
cases where commercial properties have installed Upvc windows to the upper 
floors on Micklegate and Market Place and Gowthorpe but the largest collection 
is on New Street and these are listed buildings.  Out of the total of 72 there are 
11 listed buildings with Upvc windows. 
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Figure 31. 130 Gowthorpe 

4.4 Shopfronts 
 
There are 62 buildings with either poor quality shopfronts or shopfronts in a poor 
state of repair.  The majority of commercial buildings which require replacement 
shopfronts are located on Gowthorpe; there are 27 in this area.  The majority of 
commercial unlisted buildings require new shopfronts.  The majority of listed 
buildings that are in need of repair are in need of new shopfronts, particularly on 
New Street, Gowthorpe, Micklegate and The Crescent. 
 

4.5 General Repairs 
 
The majority of residential buildings are in a good state of repair, the exceptions 
are number 106 Ousegate; this is empty with boarded windows, numbers 100 
(listed) & 134 Gowthorpe both with poor roof condition.  Number 122 Gowthorpe 
(listed), has a cement render to the front elevation and numbers 46-72 New Lane 
(listed), have a mixture of modern window and door details.  There are a few 
residential listed buildings in need of repair, such as numbers 1-3 Abbey Place, 
82 Gowthorpe and 34 New Lane which require general joinery repair and 
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refurbishment.  Numbers 15 and 16 Park Row require gutters cleaning and 
potentially repairing. 
 
The commercial buildings in need of repair are spread throughout the 
conservation area.  There are a mixture of problems with 18 buildings requiring 
joinery repairs, 6 buildings requiring roof repairs, 9 buildings requiring rainwater 
goods repair/attention, 3 buildings with modern cement renders to the front 
elevations and some buildings with original sash windows replaced with modern 
timber windows such as number 20 Park Street. 

4.6 Empty Buildings 
 
There are a total of 8 buildings that are empty within the conservation area.  
These range from number 67 Micklegate which is a shop unit in good condition 
but currently empty to the maltings on Ousegate which is in a poor state of repair 
and unused.  There are other buildings which are not in use such as the water 
tower next to the railway line off Barlby Walk and the former undertakers building 
off Milton Place.  There are two listed shops that are in a poor state of repair and 
unused; 24-28 Gowthorpe and 15 New Street and part of the Abbey off The 
Quay. 
 

4.7 Negative Buildings 
 
The buildings shown in yellow on the plan make a negative contribution to the 
character of the conservation area.  They consist mainly of modern buildings of 
poor design that do not relate to the scale, massing and materials of area.  There 
are 53 negative buildings in total and over 50% of these are located within the 
Gowthorpe and New Lane areas of the town.  They date mainly from the 1960’s 
and are predominantly commercial buildings. 

 
 
 

Section 5 Conclusion  
The town centre of Selby has considerable architectural historic and architectural 
depth that makes it a significant conservation area in both regional and national 
terms. This depth goes beyond a few key buildings to encompass the history of a 
community over centuries of continuation and change.  It is the mix of its various 
sub areas, the legacy and variety of its buildings and building traditions and the 
pattern of its streets that combine to produce this sense of place unique to the 
town.  
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It is essentially a conservation area of a market town, albeit with an inland port. In 
regional terms it is comparable not so much to the county of North Yorkshire but 
to other towns in the Vale of York and the East Riding. The predominant use of 
brick and pantile, the importance of the river, the medieval street pattern and the 
largely 18th to mid 19th century pattern of buildings is similar to towns such as 
Howden and Beverly and to a lesser extent its nearest city York.  
 
Whilst the quality of the conservation area varies it is compact enough to tolerate 
neutral areas and the occasional negative building yet there are general 
problems that detract from the quality of the whole area. The most pressing 
problems are building maintenance, traffic, unsympathetic modern alterations to 
historic properties, the quality of modern building and the quality of public realm 
work. Such problems are fairly common within any conservation area though 
within Selby the degree of neglect and change is such as to markedly detract 
from major sections such as Gowthorpe, Micklegate, New Street and Ousegate. 
This may lead to a negative impression of the town but such a view is superficial 
and does not acknowledge how its considerable quality could be restored, 
enhanced and capitalised upon.   
 
Such a positive move is reliant of wider, mostly economic, factors though a more 
sensitive approach to development control decisions in recent years highlights 
the importance of the planning process in maintaining and enhancing the 
character of the conservation area. Likewise the growth in the Selby housing 
market has brought some positive private sector investment though its is a clear 
that more needs to be achieved and that a mix of public and private finance on a 
relatively large scale, such as a Townscape Heritage Initiative scheme, could 
have a major positive influence.  
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APPENDIX A MAPS  
MAP 1: SELBY CONSERVATION AREA 
MAP 2: MEDIEVAL SELBY  
MAP 3: SELBY IN THE 19TH CENTURY 
MAP 4: MAP OF BUILDIGN AGES  
MAP 5: VIEWS AND OPEN SPACES 
MAP 6: BUILDING CONDITION MAP  
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APPENDIX B BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER 
 
 

Listed Buildings 
STREET NO. NAME GRADE CONDITION OCCUP
Abbey Place 1   II fair occupie
Abbey Place 2   II     
Abbey Place 3   II good occupie
Abbey Place 4 capri italian restaurant II good occupie
Abbey Place 5 abbey chiropractic clinic II good occupie
Abbey Place 8   II good occupie
Abbey Place 9   II good occupie
Abbey Yard 19-22   II fair part occ
Church Hill 30 church hill antiques II good part occ
Church Hill 30a   II     
Church Hill 32 sunset uk blinds & flooring II good part occ
Church Hill 25 Masonic Hall (the) II fair occupie
Church Hill 27 Masonic Hall (the) II fair occupie
Abbey Place   Abbey House II     
Church Lane 3   II fair occupie

The Crescent   
Church of St Mary & St Germain (Selby 
Abbey) I  good occupie

The Crescent   
Railings around N/W/S sides of Abbey 
Churchyard II good occupie

The Crescent 1 Albion Vaults (the)(PH) II fair occupie
The Crescent 2 the conservative club II good occupie
The Crescent 3 salon days II good occupie
The Crescent 6 park house II good occupie

The Crescent 6 Garden Wall,Piers,Gates,Railings II good occupie
The Crescent 7 Nat west bank II good part occ
The Crescent 8 Now and then II good occupie
The Crescent 9 Otisdale estate agents II good part occ
The Crescent 10 Wetheralls II good part occ
The Crescent 11 Lisa's florists II good part occ
The Crescent 12a Townends Business centre II good part occ
The Crescent 13 G & D Hair style II good part occ
The Crescent 14 Wetheralls II good part occ
Finkle Street 1 Reeds Rains II fair part occ
Finkle Street 3 Ghia menswear II fair part occ
Finkle Street 5 Mint Mobile II fair part occ
Finkle Street 7 Barnados II fair occupie
Finkle Street 9 NFU Mutual II fair part occ
Finkle Street 15 Hearing dogs for deaf people II good occupie
Finkle Street 17 Ashtons estate agents II good part occ
Finkle Street 19 artizan II good occupie
Finkle Street 21   II fair Vacant
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Finkle Street 23 Hunters estate agents II fair part occ
Finkle Street 25 The cotler practice II good occupie
Finkle Street 27 Help the aged II fair part occ
Finkle Street 29 Karnak II fair part occ
Finkle Street 31 Shoe fayre II poor part occ
Finkle Street 2 Barclays bank II good occupie
Finkle Street   Blackmoor (the)(PH) II poor occupie
Finkle Street 8 Blackmoor (the)(PH) II poor occupie
Finkle Street 10 castle take away II poor part occ
Finkle Street   Elizabethan (the)(PH) II good occupie
Gowthorpe 1 York County Savings Bank II fair part occ
Gowthorpe 7 Clinton Cards II good part occ
Gowthorpe 9 D & A optician II good part occ
Gowthorpe 17-19 Greenwoods II fair part occ
Gowthorpe 21 Golden Coffee pot/ Malins fabric II fair part occ
Gowthorpe 39 Rock One II good part occ
Gowthorpe 41-43 Stephensons estate agents DL good part occ
Gowthorpe 53-55 Rowen Jewellers II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 71-73 Cochranes Wharf II good occupie
Gowthorpe 77-79 former school II fair unoccup
Gowthorpe 81   II     
Gowthorpe 97   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 99   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 101   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 103   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 105-123 Audus Charity II good occupie
Gowthorpe 125/139/143 Audus Charity II good occupie
Gowthorpe 2 Thomson travel agent II good part occ
Gowthorpe 4 New Inn (the)(PH) II good occupie
Gowthorpe 6 Herbert Brown II good part occ
Gowthorpe 12-14 George Hotel (the) II fair part occ
Gowthorpe 16-18 Grey House (the) II good part occ
Gowthorpe 22 Thomas baker II fair part occ
Gowthorpe 24-28   II Very Bad vacant
Gowthorpe 42 Quicksilver II good part occ
Gowthorpe 72   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 82   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 84 Wavelength Technology II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 92   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 94   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 98   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 98a   II poor part occ
Gowthorpe 100   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 102   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 104   II poor occupie
Gowthorpe 106   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 108   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 110   II good occupie
Gowthorpe 122   II fair occupie
Gowthorpe 136 (and barn to rear) II fair occupie
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James Street   Wesleyan Methodist Church II fair occupie
James Street   Selby Public Library II fair occupie
Malt Kiln Yard   Ousegate Maltings DL Very Bad unoccup
Market Place   Londesborough Arms Hotel (the) II good occupie
Market Place 10 boots II good part occ
Market Place 11 boots II good part occ
Market Place 12 Market Cross II good part occ
Market Place 13 Alexanders Hair II good part occ
Market Place 14 Co-Op Travel II good part occ
Market Place 15 vacant/talking heads II fair part occ
Market Place 16 Currys II fair part occ
Market Place 17 Cricketer's Arms (the)(PH) II good occupie
Market Place 19 M&Co II good part occ
Micklegate 39-41 Mee & Parwin/ Graham Cracknell Photography II poor part occ
Micklegate 61-63 Mister C's Fish Restaurant II good occupie
Micklegate 65 Totesport II fair occupie
Micklegate 46 Abbey Café II fair occupie
Micklegate 48 Surestart II good part occ
Micklegate 50 Age Concern II fair occupie
Micklegate 79 vacant II fair unoccup
Micklegate 81b Disco Inferno II fair occupie

New Lane   Congretional Chapel & House on South side II good occupie
New Lane 30   II good occupie
New Lane 32   II good occupie
New Lane 34   II fair occupie
New Lane 36   II good occupie
New Lane 38   II good occupie
New Lane 40   II good occupie
New Lane 46   II good occupie
New Lane 48   II fair occupie
New Lane 50   II fair occupie
New Lane 52   II fair occupie
New Lane 54   II good occupie
New Lane 56   II good occupie
New Lane 58   II fair occupie
New Lane 60   II good occupie
New Lane 62   II fair occupie
New Lane 64   II fair occupie
New Lane 66   II fair occupie
New Lane 68   II good occupie
New Lane 70   II fair occupie
New Lane 72   II good occupie
New Lane   former subscription school II good occupie
New Street 1   II good occupie
New Street 3   II poor part occ
New Street 5 Signs & Images II fair occupie
New Street 7 Susan Forth II fair occupie
New Street 9 Benson's Bargain Centre II poor part occ
New Street 11-13 Costume Kingdom II poor occupie
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New Street 15 vacant II poor part occ
New Street 19 Haircare II good occupie
New Street 21-25 Electrical Services II poor occupie
New Street 14 Rose & Crown (the)(PH) II poor occupie
New Street 16-18 Hollywood Spice Palace II poor part occ
New Street 20 PL Shop II fair part occ
New Street 22 Abbey Mobility II fair part occ
New Street 24 GRB Games II fair part occ
New Street 26 Field Sports II poor part occ
New Street 28 vacant II poor unoccup
Ousegate 34 Fas Print II fair occupie
Ousegate 36 Waterfront Hotel II fair occupie
Ousegate 38 Bar II fair occupie
Ousegate 42-44 Corunna House II good occupie
Ousegate 48 The Queens Vaults PH II fair occupie
Ousegate 50 Hung Wan take away II fair part occ
Ousegate 64 Le Raj Restaurant II fair part occ
Ousegate 66 Le Raj Take Away II fair part occ
Ousegate 68 vacant II poor unoccup
Ousegate 70 The Riverside PH II fair part occ

Ousegate 76 Messrs Dowler Williamson Limited II good occupie
Ousegate   Station (the)(PH) II poor occupie
Ousegate 78 Messrs Tyson II good occupie
Ousegate 1a Station House II fair occupie
Ousegate 1b Station House II fair occupie
Ousegate 2 Station House II fair occupie
Ousegate 3 Station House II fair occupie
Ousegate   Railway Goods Shed II good part occ
Ousegate   Highwayman Tavern II poor occupie
Ousegate 98   II fair occupie
Ousegate 100   II fair occupie
Ousegate 102   II fair occupie
Ousegate 104   II fair occupie
The Park   Market Cross (the) II good n/a 
Park Row 13   II good occupie
Park Row 14   II good occupie
Park Row 15   II fair occupie
Park Row 16   II fair occupie
Park Row 17   II fair occupie

Park Row 
13-17   

Consecutive Outhouses and Privies II     
Park Street 4   II good occupie
Park Street 6 Wilkinson solicitors II fair occupie
Park Street 8   II good occupie
Park Street 10   II good occupie
Park Street 12   II good occupie
Park Street   Museum Hall (the) II good occupie
Park Street 14   II good occupie
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Park Street 16   II good occupie
Park Street 18   II good occupie
Park Street 20   II fair occupie
Park Street 22   II good occupie
Park Street 24 Lodge (the) II good occupie

Robert Street 
1-4 

Consecutive   DL     
St James Terrace   Church of St James II good occupie

Station Road   

Selby Railway Station on up Platform; 
Canopies on both Platforms; Footbridge & 
Benches II good occupie

Water Lane   Abbots Staith Buildings II poor unoccup
The Crescent   K6 Telephone Kiosk II     
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