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SELBY DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Environment Board held on 12 
October 2006, in Committee Room 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby, 

commencing at 4.00 pm. 
 

 
1188 Minutes 
1189 Chair’s Address to the Environment Board 
1190 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 
1191 The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change 
1192 Commercial Waste Service 
1193 Refuse, Recycling and Street Cleansing Contracts 2006/7 

Supplementary Estimate 
1194 Update on the Petcoke Trial at Drax Power Station 
1195 Environment Board 2006/2007 Performance Indicator Report: 

April 2006 – August 2006 
 
 

Present: Councillor Mrs G Ivey in the Chair (Vice-Chair). 
  
Councillors: D Bain-Mackay, J Crawford, P Harvey, C Lunn, W Norton (for Councillor 

Metcalfe), I Nutt, R Packham, R Parker, R Sayner, S Shaw-Wright. 
  
Officials: Head of Service – Environmental Health and Leisure, Accountancy 

Services Manager, Acting Principal Environmental Services Officer, 
Principal Environmental Health Officer (Environmental Protection and 
Private Housing) and Democratic Services Officer. 

  
Observers: Councillor Mrs D Davies 

  
  
1186 Apologies for Absence and Substitution 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor C Metcalfe. 
 
Substitute Councillor was Councillor Norton (for Councillor Metcalfe). 
 

1187 Disclosure of Interest 
 
None received. 
 

1188 Minutes 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the 
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Environment Board held on 20 July 2006 be confirmed as a correct 
record. 
 

1189 Vice-Chair’s Address to the Environment Board  
 
The Vice-Chair gave councillors a brief update on the following: 
 
• The Camp for Climate Action had taken place from 24 August 2006 – 

4 September 2006. During this time, no damage had been sustained 
to the Selby District Council owned Barlow Common Local Nature 
Reserve. Feedback from the police, other agencies, the camp 
representatives and the local community indicated that the event had 
occurred in a satisfactory manner, despite a number of arrests during 
the course of the event. 
 

• A consultant had been employed in September 2006 to address the 
shortfall in food and health and safety inspections arising from post 
vacancy and long term illness. 

 
• Officers from Selby District Council are currently leading on 

partnerships with North Yorkshire Police, City of York Council and 
North Yorkshire County Council to develop plans for tackling issues of 
nuisance and anti-social behaviour associated with off road 
motorbikes/mini-motos and for updating the policy for dealing with 
illegal encampments. 

 
• The development of the SORTED Commercial Waste Recycling 

service continues with 195 contracts now signed up.  Enquiries have 
been received from 12 authorities to ask for details and two authorities 
had visited to look at the scheme in action. Officers involved were 
thanked for all their hard work. 

 
• Welcome was made to Stuart Henshaw, formally the Environmental 

Services Officer at Selby District Council. Mr Henshaw had returned to 
the Council on a limited basis to provide interim management and to 
act as a consultant on specific strategy issues 

 
1190 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 

 
Councillors received the report of the Head of Service – Environmental 
Health and Leisure which informed them of the new powers available, 
principally those relevant to the Environmental Health Service, under the 
above Act. The report also sought approval in respect of delegation of 
functions to relevant service areas and asked councillors to agree, in 
principle, appropriate fixed penalty levels subject to subsequent 
consultation with stakeholders concerning an enforcement strategy. 
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The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 play a key role in 
the Government’s plan to create cleaner, safer, greener communities. It 
provides local authorities, parish councils and the Environment Agency 
with more effective powers and tools to tackle poor environmental quality 
and anti-social behaviour.  In particular, the Act includes sections on 
crime and disorder, nuisance, the sale and repair of vehicles, litter, graffiti, 
waste, noise and dogs.  The report dealt with the many provisions of the 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 including the use of 
fixed penalty notices. 
 
After discussion, councillors decided to set up a Task and Finish Group to 
look in more detail at the report. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
A Task and Finish Group, consisting of Councillors Nutt, Bain-
Mackay, Harvey and Parker, be set up to examine the report in more 
detail prior to the consultation period and to report back to the next 
Environment Board.
 

1191 The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change 
 
Councillors received the report of the Principal Environmental Health 
Officer (Environmental Protection and Private Housing) which contained 
an outline of the recently signed Nottingham Declaration on Climate 
Change. 
 
The Nottingham Declaration is a voluntary pledge to address the issues of 
climate change. It represents a high-level, broad statement of 
commitment that Local Authorities can make towards their own 
community. The declaration was originally launched in October 2000 at a 
conference in Nottingham with 200 leaders, chief executives and senior 
managers of UK local government, and to date, over 130 local authorities 
have signed up.  To mark the fifth anniversary of the declaration it was re-
launched on 5 December 2005 at the Second National Councils’ Climate 
Conference with the clear intention of ‘encouraging’ other Councils to join. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the commitment of the Council in signing the Nottingham 
Declaration on Climate Change be endorsed. 
 

1192 Commercial Waste Service 
 
Councillors received the report of the Acting Principal Environmental 
Services Officer, outlining recent developments within the Council’s 
Commercial Waste Service. 



Environment Board 
12 October 2006 

 
Councillors were asked to utilise a capital underspend from another 
budget and spend £6,000 on new commercial wheeled bins which would 
help in the continued development of the commercial waste service and 
SORTED scheme. 
 
The purchase price of the Council’s new recycling vehicle was lower than 
expected and after other ancillary equipment was purchased, the result 
was a £6,000 capital underspend. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the development of the service be noted; 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Policy and Resources Committee be asked to approve the 
use of a £6,000 capital underspend from the purchase of a kerbside 
recycling vehicle to buy commercial waste containers.  

 
1193 Refuse, Recycling and Street Cleansing Contracts 2006/7 

Supplementary Estimate 
 
Councillors received the report of the Acting Principal Environmental 
Services Officer which requested a supplementary estimate from Policy 
and Resources Committee to cover the difference between estimated and 
actual uplift costs on the refuse, recycling and street cleansing contract 
with Veolia Environmental. 
 
The refuse, recycling and street cleansing contract included an annual 
uplift which reflected the increased cost to the contractor servicing the 
contract. 
 
An increase of 5% for 2006/7 had been estimated, and the actual uplift 
using the indices relating to the cost of equipment, the cost of labour and 
the cost of diesel was 6.92%.  As a consequence the supplementary 
estimate was being sought to cover the difference. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Policy and Resources Committee be asked to approve a 
supplementary estimate of £59,590 to reflect the annual contract 
uplift for refuse, recycling and street cleansing. 
 

1194 Update on the Petcoke Trial at Drax Power Station 
 
Councillors received the report of the Principal Environmental Health 



Environment Board 
12 October 2006 

Officer (Environmental Protection and Private Housing), providing an 
update on the environmental conclusions of the 9 month trial of ‘Motiva’ 
petcoke at Drax Power Station. 
 
The trial started on 27 June 2005 following completion of an air quality 
baseline test.  
 
As part of the trial, Drax had carried out a monitoring programme to 
assess health and safety, operational and environmental issues that had 
been raised through the pre-trail public consultation process. 
  
Resolved that: 
 

i. The Environment Agency be asked to put pressure on Drax 
Power Station to deliver the final report on the first half of the 
petcoke trial 
 

ii. The Environment Agency be invited to the next Board meeting 
to discuss the monitoring report; and 
 

iii. A request be made for improved monitoring data to be collected 
during the remainder of the trial and for further specific work on 
ambient monitoring analysis also to be undertaken.   

 
1195 Environment Board 2006/2006 Performance Indicator Report: 

April 2006 – August 2006 
 
The Head of Service – Environmental Health and Leisure updated 
councillors on priority areas and managing the performance of the Council 
by updating the Environment Board on the progress being made in 
2006/2007 for the corporate and statutory Best Value Performance 
Indicators (BVPIs) for which they were responsible. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 5:30pm. 
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