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Supporting jobs
for you - p5

‘Over the moon’ with
school work - p8

Are you Ready for
Anything - p8

This spring we welcome
back the Tour de
Yorkshire to Selby. Selby
District Council and
North Yorkshire County
Council are investing
in bringing this major
international event to
the town, as part of the
Selby 950 celebrations.
See the middle pages
for more about the race
and the other events
lined up to help us
celebrate Selby Abbey’s
milestone birthday.

Introduction
Welcome to this latest edition
of Citizenlink, brought to you
by Selby District Council and
North Yorkshire County Council.
In an age when many of us get
our news online, it’s important
to remember that not everyone
has the confidence or easy
access to online material. That’s
why we continue to produce
these newspapers twice a year.
We want to ensure you’ve
got information about your
services and how we’re investing
your money in your area.
If you do like to get your news
online, then don’t forget that
you can keep up-to-date in lots
of different ways. Check out our
websites - where you can access
a lot of services too - or follow
us on Twitter or Facebook.
www.selby.gov.uk
www.northyorks.gov.uk
@Selbydc
@Northyorkscc
Just search for Selby
District Council or North
Yorkshire County Council

Try our improved
leisure facilities - p9

We’re ready for the challenge
Your District Council and County
Council have agreed budgets
that will ensure they are ready to
meet the challenges ahead while
continuing to deliver savings,
seeking to protect essential services
and investing in the district’s
future. The budgets include
Council Tax rates from April.

average household. This will be
followed by an increase in general
Council Tax alone of 1.99% each
year until 2021/22 to enable us
to prioritise frontline services.

North Yorkshire County Council
The County Council has secured
over £157m in savings, with
a further £40.3m needed
in the next three years - a
reduction of nearly 40% in our
spending power since 2011.

County Council Leader Cllr Carl
Les said: “North Yorkshire has a
reputation nationally for its top
quality and innovative services
and sound financial management.
We will continue to do the best
we can for our communities,
to deliver good education and
social care for young and old,
to keep the county on the move
and support economic growth.”

While making savings,
we continue to work with
communities and develop
effective, leading-edge services.

We thank all those who took
part in our Your Services
Your Say consultation about
these important decisions.

The budget includes a general
Council Tax increase of 2.99% along
with a 2% social care precept,
making a total of 4.99%, which
is just over £5 a month for an

Selby District Council
We have agreed a Council Tax rise
of 1.7% for the coming year. This
is below the rate of inflation and is
an increase of £3 a year - or 6p a

week - for the average householder.
The District Council’s part of the
charge is around 10% of the total.
Next year, we plan to spend
£12.1m on services. Over the
last seven years we’ve saved
over £6m. This has meant that
we’ve been able to keep your
Council Tax within government
limits and continue to invest in
creating more jobs and homes.
Things will continue to get
tougher for us as core government
funding continues to fall. Over
the next three years we think
we’ll need to save an extra £2m.

District Council Leader, Cllr Mark
Crane, said: “We’ve got a really good
track record of doing more with
each and every pound we receive.
This will continue, so we can carry
on delivering good quality services
and investing in our district to make
our area a great place to live.”
Budget facts: page 2
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Delivering
through
uncertain times
There’ve been some big political things
happening in our country. At times the
discussions in Westminster may seem
far removed from our daily lives. But
something that’s often overlooked in
all this talk of ‘politics’ is the role your
local councils play in delivering the
services you use each and every day.
We’re there for you collecting your waste,
educating your children, supporting your
elderly relatives and friends, delivering
affordable homes for the place where
you live, creating new opportunities for
jobs, providing opportunities for sport
and leisure, to name but a few of the
things we do. We’ve continued to do
all these things against a backdrop of
uncertainty about the future and with
on-going changes to the way in which
local council services are funded.
In this edition we’ve set out our plans
for Council Tax, to start from April, and
why we’ve made the decisions we’ve
made on our budgets. Much of the
money for the County Council goes
to supporting social care services, but
that’s far from the whole story. There are
a vast range of other things that affect
your everyday life that are delivered
or supported by both your councils.
We’ll continue to find ways of
delivering these things even more
efficiently. But having already made
savings of £163m between us,
finding new savings and efficiencies
is becoming increasingly difficult.
But it’s not just about savings. We’re also
investing in the things that will make a
long-term difference to our area. By doing
this we can help support investment in
jobs and opportunities that, ultimately,
benefit everyone in the Selby district.

Cllr Mark Crane
Leader of Selby
District Council

Cllr Carl Les
Leader of North Yorkshire
County Council

Budget facts

What is the money spent on

North Yorkshire County Council

£249m

Health and adult services
Older people, young adults
and Public health

£88m

Children and young people’s services
Children’s social care, school transport
and Special educational needs

£113m

Business and environmental services
Waste, highways, concessionary
fares, planning, trading standards,
economic development and transport

£104m

Other
Organisational support, capital
financing, customer and communities,
libraries, property costs and other

Where does our money come from?

1%Government support grant

Commercial income
Business rates

9%

10%
15
Allocated
government
grants and
joint funding

100

%

%

Council
budget

17%

48%
Council tax

Fees and charges

Savings we have made
£157m
£40m
Frontline savings

£117m
Efficiency savings

Selby District Council
Where does our money come from? What is the money spent on
Revenue support grant from
the government to pay for
local services has significantly
reduced: from £1.8m per year
in 2015/16 to £0 this next year.

We plan to spend £12.1m - before transfers to and
from our reserves – delivering services.

In 2019/20 the core funding we
expect to receive will be £2.4m
- this is funded entirely from
Business Rates collected locally.

We’ll spend around £2m on operational services,
which includes community and housing services, benefits
and taxation admin and environmental health.
We’ll spend around £0.7m on economic development,
to support growth and create jobs and opportunities.

We’ve agreed to increase
the average Council Tax for
Selby district by £3 per year
- that’s a rise of just 1.7% and
below the rate of inflation.

We’ll spend £0.5m on our work to support community groups
and organisations that deliver key services in your area.
And we’ll spend around £3.3m on other items including
drainage boards and supporting local democracy.
We’ll receive £11.8m in housing rents – this will be
re-invested in managing and maintaining council-owned
homes and housing services.

Only about 10% of your Council
Tax goes to the District Council

What we’re saving
Over the last seven
years, Selby District
Council has
saved over

We’ll spend around £4.4m on the services we commission
such as your recycling and waste collections and leisure services.

We need to make
further savings of

£6m £2.3m

Alongside day-to-day services we invest in long-term projects
for the future. This includes £8.9m invested in, for example,
loans to deliver new affordable homes, improvements to car parks
and our Programme for Growth. We’ll also spend £7.3m for
housing improvements and to build new council homes.

Top performing councils
You want to know that your
money is being spent wisely.
Which is why we’re really
pleased to have had recognition
for the quality of our work.
Last year, North Yorkshire
County Council’s children’s
social care services were
recognised as being
‘outstanding’ by OFSTED, the
national organisation that
reviews performance. It’s the
only council in the country to

have received this top grade
in every aspect of the service,
which supports children and
families who need extra help.
Meanwhile, one of Selby
District Council’s big priorities
has been to support business
investment to create jobs and
opportunities for people living
in the area. At the end of last
year, we were awarded ‘Council
of the Year’ for our work
with businesses. This award

was decided by members of
the business community.
These accolades demonstrate
that we’re delivering on
the issues that make a big
difference to our area.

Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

24-hour
emergency
support

Sessions help
to reduce falls

Lifeline - run by Selby District Council offers you peace of mind that help is there
whenever you need it, 24 hours a day.
For you

For your family

• If you live by yourself but may
need extra help now and again

• If a relative or someone you
care for needs extra help to
maintain their independence,
or lives too far away

• If you want reassurance
that help is close by
• If you think you’re at risk
of domestic violence,
harassment or rogue traders

People are being
encouraged to become
more active to reduce
the risk of falls.
A project called Strong and Steady
has been rolled out across North
Yorkshire, including three sessions in
Selby district.

lifeline@selby.gov.uk

01757 705101

The Old Girls’ School,
18 Kirkgate, Sherburn in
Elmet, Fridays, 10am to
11am, £3 a session;
The third session is due
to start on Monday
afternoons from 13 May at
Tadcaster Leisure Centre.
The sessions are
delivered by friendly,
qualified instructors.
More information is
available from Selby
Age UK on 01757
704115 or at www.
northyorkshiresport.
co.uk/strong-and-steady.

This is
Beth’s story

This was just the start and although
intensive support was given for
a family reconciliation, it proved
not to be possible. That’s where
Fostering North Yorkshire steps
in to find a safe and secure foster
home close to her school and
community and things start to
look a lot brighter for her.
And you could be part of Beth’s
story - and help her to get

The main aim is to increase
physical activity to reduce the risk
of falling, but through the use of
trained instructors and partner
organisations the classes can also
help to reduce loneliness and to
improve mental wellbeing.

Selby Community
Centre, Scott Road,
Wednesdays, 2.30pm to
3.30pm, £3 a session;

Could you
help a young
person like
Beth?

She’s just had a huge row with her
mum - things haven’t been good
for some time now. Since mum’s
new boyfriend moved in, in fact. It
all ended with doors slamming and
lots of shouting, and Beth throwing
some of her favourite things into
a suitcase and walking out, saying
she was never going back.

The programme is designed for
people aged 65 and over who are
at risk of falling, as this can lead
to a loss of confidence, loss of
mobility and increased dependency.

The Selby district
sessions are:

• If you want peace of mind that
your relative or person you
care for has 24-hour support

We offer different types of help for different types of people. Our skilled
support officers will help you decide what’s best for you and your family.
selby.gov.uk/lifeline
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things back on track in her life
by becoming a foster carer with
Fostering North Yorkshire.
Join our team, recently rated
outstanding by Ofsted, and we’ll
provide training, support and
generous allowances for every
night you foster - and you will
be making a huge difference
to young people like Beth.
Get in touch now to start
your fostering journey.
www.northyorks.gov.
uk/fostering
www.facebook.com/
fosteringnorthyorkshire
fostering@northyorks.gov.uk
(Names and picture changed)

Help in dealing with
drugs and alcohol
Adults dealing with drug or
alcohol problems in Selby
district can get support from
North Yorkshire Horizons, a
specialist service commissioned
by the County Council.
Horizons, which received an
outstanding Care Quality
Commission rating, is involved
in numerous projects. It works
closely with Selby’s Chatterbox
café, which is run by someone in
recovery, using the café for peer
forums and to promote recovery
in the community. Horizons also
works with Selby Sleep Safe to

support the homeless, providing
sleeping bags and toiletry packs.
Its provision of naloxone,
which reverses the effects of
opiate overdose, was rolled
out last year and has already
saved one life in Selby.
Regular information days are
held at the job centre and weekly
clinics take place in Sherburn and
Tadcaster. Family afternoons begin
in March following suggestions
from people using the service.
For more information, visit
www.nyhorizons.org.uk
or call 01723 330730.
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Investing in Selby district
An hour’s free parking
in Selby town centre
is on its way - just one
of a number of things
being put in place by
Selby District Council to
help the town thrive.
From this spring you’ll be able
to use any of the council’s car
parks in Selby for free for the first
hour, enabling you to make the
most of the town’s shops, cafes,
bars and restaurants, as well as
important services. Elsewhere
in the district it remains free to
park in District Council car parks
in Tadcaster and Sherburn.
This is part of an investment by
the District Council to help local
businesses. We all know the
challenges facing high street shops
across the country, but this is a
practical way in which the council
can support our area. And Selby

has seen significant new business
investment recently, with great
new places to eat and drink and
fantastic independent shops.
Meanwhile the car parks themselves
have also been undergoing some
changes. The District Council has
carried out work on New Lane car
park, with improvements planned to
South Parade and Audus Street too.
The council has also been asking
for your views on how to improve
Micklegate and Back Micklegate
car parks, with improvement work
for these scheduled for later this
year. This new investment has
been made to make the car parks
safer, more secure and more
user-friendly. All this helps to
make your trip into town easier.
For those coming by public
transport, the District Council and
North Yorkshire County Council
have also invested in upgrading
Selby bus station. New bus shelters
have been put in place to make
it safer and more pleasant for

travellers. This complements recent
investment in services from the
businesses running local buses,
including the new wifi-enabled
buses going to and from York.
Alongside a big programme of
events to support Selby Abbey’s
950th anniversary this year, this

all comes together to support
Selby as a thriving market town
right at the heart of Yorkshire.

Surface dressing to
maintain and protect roads
The County Council’s
annual surface dressing
programme to maintain
and protect roads
will begin in Selby
district in April.
Each year, the council improves
stretches of the county’s 5,800
miles of roads with surface
dressing. This offers a quick,
efficient and cost-effective way
of maintaining skid-resistant and

waterproof surfaces, helping to
prevent deterioration. It involves
spraying bitumen onto the road
then covering it with a layer of
chippings. The process can extend
a road’s life by up to ten years.
Surface dressing costs a fifth of
the price of resurfacing, which
means we can treat a much larger
proportion of the road network
each year, preventing the need
for more expensive work later.
By the end of this year’s work
in Selby district, more than 210

miles of road will have been
surface dressed since 2015.
After surface dressing, it is
important to allow traffic
onto the new surface because
chippings need traffic to push
them into the road. However,
it is also important that drivers
keep to the speed limit to allow
the surface to stabilise and to
avoid damage to their vehicles.
That is why we put in place a
20mph speed limit during the
early life of the dressing.

Locations in this year’s
programme include: C329 Chapel
Haddlesy to Carlton; Roe Lane/
Intake Lane, Birkin; Moor Lane
and Whitemoor Lane, Osgodby;
the A19 at Burn, Brayton and
Whitley; Northfield Lane, Cridling
Stubbs; Sudforth Lane, Beal;
Biggin Lane, Little Fenton; Fenton
Lane, Church Fenton; Highfield
Lane ,Whitley; Willowbridge
Road, Kirk Smeaton; and Station
Cottages, Newton Kyme.

Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

Helping you to grow
One of the priorities for the district
and county councils is to support
growth by doing things to encourage
businesses to invest in our area.
This ranges from practical support
for small businesses to access new
funding, through to working with
the developers of big sites which will
help to create hundreds of new jobs.
This creates new job opportunities for you
and your family and it brings more money
into the area which helps to support other
services such as shops and restaurants - making
the Selby district a great place to live.
Here are a couple of examples of how new
investment is helping people like you, who
live and work in the Selby district…

New opportunities help keep
talent in Selby district
“Sherburn in Elmet
is one of the very
best places to
live and work in
Yorkshire and a
place I’m proud
to call home,”
explained Stacey
Jackson who works
at a company which
is expanding onto the new Sherburn2 development.
Sherburn2, which is a major development set to create
around 2,000 new jobs, is one of the big investment
sites supported by Selby District Council and North
Yorkshire County Council. Stacey’s employer, Cromwell
Polythene, is expanding onto the new site, creating
new jobs and securing the future of many more.
Stacey lived in Sherburn most of her life, attending
primary school in Barkston Ash. “When I left university I
moved back to Sherburn, joining a flourishing supplier
on the Enterprise Park. I left again for personal reasons,
moving to Northamptonshire; but I couldn’t settle
and came back in 2017 after five years away. I didn’t
have a job to go to, but such are the opportunities
in the area that I soon found my dream one.”
Stacey works as a Marketing Coordinator for
Cromwell Polythene, a company that’s investing
in the Selby district and creating new jobs.
“I love my job. It’s just perfect. Cromwell Polythene
is a very friendly family-run company, based on oldfashioned values such as loyalty and integrity, and we’re
also going places - literally. Our rapid expansion means
we’re moving to purpose-built premises at Sherburn2.”
Stacey is also committed to the Selby district. She’s
recently purchased her first house. “This was a nobrainer. Sherburn and the Selby district is a great place
to live. Selby has changed beyond recognition in recent

years. It now boasts some superb restaurants, great
visitor and leisure venues and thriving nightlife.”

Selby students benefit from
world-class work experience
This spring sees
the return of
ITV’s hit drama,
Victoria, filmed
at the Yorkshire
Studios in Church
Fenton. And it’s
here that there are
plans to develop
a new ‘creative
hub’ to support new jobs in creative industries.
It’s just one of several major development
sites supported by Selby District Council.
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Making this
garden grow
helps mental
health
Growing and tending vegetables
and flowers on a purposedesigned allotment is helping
people in the Selby area to
recover their mental health.
The County Council’s Selby
Community Recovery Mental
Health Team rented the allotment
last year and have worked with
clients to create a varied garden,
with pathways and raised beds.

Even as it stands, the Yorkshire Studios at Church Fenton
offers fantastic opportunities for people in our area.
This includes students attending Selby College. Having
a major TV production on their doorstep has created
some great links for students, some of whom have
been involved in work experience placements. These
are opportunities that would usually only be available
to young people studying in the UK’s largest cities.
Mike Young, Media Lecturer at Selby College, takes
up the story. “It puts into perspective the theories
and techniques we’ve taught them at college as they
can see this happening in ‘the real world’. It also
whets the appetite of students, as seeing a working
production gives them a bit more career direction.”
One Selby College student who’s been benefiting is
Jack Howard, who is studying Level 3 Extended Diploma
in Creative Media Production and Technology. Jack
explained, “We’re incredibly lucky to have the studios
so close to the college. Most colleges just offer theory
for a course like mine, but I can gain really useful and
enjoyable practical knowledge and experience.
He added: “My dream is to become a film
director. Visiting and working on Victoria
is a step closer to this dream.”

Better Together
The Better Together partnership between your
District and County Councils goes from strength
to strength. To date, the councils have worked
together to save more than £900,000, and a further
£800,000 of savings are planned. Working together
also makes us more resilient and flexible as we
strive to provide better value services to you.
We are keen to continue our focus on creating jobs
and sustainable growth in our area and as such
are we are working more closely together to make
sure we understand each other’s priorities and
that they are joined up. We also continue to work
jointly to support our residents to live well through
health, housing and social care services and will
be focusing on improving housing and targeted
support for people with mental health needs.

The team discusses with clients
how they want to use the
allotment and is guided by them.
Last year they planted a variety of
crops. The team is now looking
forward to the new season with
new and existing members.
A sensory garden and pond
area is becoming established
and a polly tunnel is giving
an indoor workspace.
County Councillor Michael
Harrison, Executive Member for
Adult Social Care and Health
Integration, said: “The benefits of
gardening for mental health and
wellbeing are well established.
The allotment can offer
significant therapeutic value.”
The team works with the Tees,
Esk and Wear Valley NHS
Foundation Trust, taking referrals
to provide social care support
for people with long-term
mental health conditions.
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Selby’s
chance
to shine
The coming year is set to be
a big year for our district with
world class cycling events and
celebrations taking place for
the 950th anniversary of the
founding of our stunning Abbey.
On 2 May, Selby will host a finish event for the
Tour de Yorkshire on the opening day of the
international cycling event. The race will attract
some of the world’s top riders and teams
to the district and is expected to draw huge
crowds. It’s part of a wide variety of events
and activities to mark Selby 950, which will
take place from now until the end of the year.
Later in the year the UCI world road race
cycling championships and Yorkshire
2019 para cycling international race will
visit Tadcaster and a number of villages
in the district. This includes a start for
the para cycling race in Tadcaster.
As if all this wasn’t enough, 2019 is a year
of other special anniversaries for the town:
Selby Town Football Club this year celebrates
100 years since it was founded; Selby Civic
Society celebrates its 50th anniversary and
Selby Park celebrates its 120th birthday. And
the national coast to coast Trans-Pennine cycle
trail which passes through the district, making
it hugely popular with cyclists, is 30 years old.

Selby school children celebrate
the announcement by
Welcome to Yorkshire that
the race will visit our town.

It’s back!
This spring some of the world’s
top riders will once again visit
Selby as the town takes centre
stage as a race finish on the first
day of the Tour de Yorkshire.
When the race last came to Selby, back in 2015,
around 10,000 people turned out to witness
the spectacle - and this time we’re expecting
even more. It’s big business - and that’s why
the District Council has invested in bringing
the race to Selby, and the County Council
continues to invest in supporting the event
across North Yorkshire. We know that the
race has a significant impact on the regional
economy. It’s broadcast around the world and
on national TV in the UK, which helps to put
Selby on the map as a visitor destination.
The riders set off that day from Doncaster
on their 617.5km voyage around Yorkshire

and first skirt our district visiting the villages
of Womersley and Little Smeaton. The race
then loops towards Howden, Beverley and
Pocklington then swinging back towards the
Selby district and visiting Escrick, Stillingfleet,
Cawood and Thorpe Willoughby.
The finish line will be in front of the town’s
historic Abbey, which is where the main
spectator area will be as visitors gather to watch
the race finish. You can also expect activities
to take place all along the route through the
district and also in Micklegate car park in Selby
to keep you fed, watered and entertained.
We really want you to get involved. Decorate the
route and help with activities. Let’s make this a
great event! For more information keep an eye
out on our websites, Twitter and Facebook.
There may be some changes to car park
availability. You’ll be able to find full
details of road closures and car parking
arrangements on our websites.

In conjunction with the UCI Road World
Championships, Tadcaster is set to host a
start for the Yorkshire 2019 para cycling
international race on 21 September. This
is a point-to-point race from Beverley to
Tadcaster, Wetherby and Harrogate. It’s the
first of its kind. Competitors will be vying for
qualifying points for the Toyko 2020 Olympics.
The Selby district is also included
on the route for other cycling races
during the nine-day event.
On Friday 27 September, the district will
see the women’s junior and men’s under-23
road races, which come into the district
at Kellington, before heading to Monk
Fryston, Sherburn-in-Elmet and Tadcaster.

You’ve been telling us why
you love the Tour de Yorkshire.
Find out more on Twitter under
#IlovetheTourdeYorkshire

The race will once again cross
the River Ouse at Cawood another spot in our district
where crowds are expected
to gather to watch the race.

Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

There are lots of
opportunities to get
out on your bike in
the Selby district too,
including events such
as the Selby Sportive.
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Our Abbey’s
special year
Exciting events are planned to celebrate 950
years since the founding of Selby Abbey
including visits from gospel choirs, bell peals,
concerts, medieval days and parades.
Your district and county councils are helping to make these happen.
The highlight of the year is expected to be an illumination and light
show in the autumn, sponsored by Drax Power Limited. The unique
light and projection work by acclaimed artist Nayan Kulkarni, Pilgrim,
will take place over a couple of nights and we will see the inside
and outside of the building illuminated. The event involves live
performance, audience participation and a large-scale projection.
Nayan is working with a creative team from Selby and also offering
opportunities for mentoring and work experience to local students.
The Selby 950 celebrations will see a strong heritage theme with
a pop-up museum, exhibition and information space. Artefacts
will be borrowed from collections currently in Leeds and Hull
museums and from archives and collections in the town. We’ll
also put out an appeal for unique donations from residents.
We will see musical performances featuring local school children
and medieval themed performances by local drama groups.
Another highlight will be a parade for the Abbey’s patron saint, St
Germain, on 31 July, which will see puppets, banners, music and
dance running through the town from the riverside to the Abbey.
All this and we’ll still have the Town Council’s popular
Food Festival in July, their annual beer festival in August
and Bonfire and Firework display in November.
Selby library has also a range of activities planned to help Selby
celebrate this special year - including Viking events, a history week,
Tudor events (try on a suit of armour!) and talks on a range of
topics including the Battle of Selby in 1644 and Charles Dickens.
All this information is available on www.yorkshire.com/selby950.

Find out more
letouryorkshire.com
selby.gov.uk/tour-de-yorkshire
northyorks.gov.uk/tour
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Improvements
make a huge
difference
at school
The headteacher of Barwic
Parade Community Primary
School in Selby says
improvements to the building
completed in January are already
making a huge difference.
The school now has a new
reception foyer, which provides
a warm welcome to visitors,
and the school hall has been
extended, giving more space
for dining, assemblies and PE.

We’re ready for anything
Help will be at hand in times of emergency
following the launch of a volunteer network being
coordinated by the North Yorkshire local resilience
forum. Ready for Anything is about encouraging
everyday people to come together during an
emergency to support the responding agencies.
On Boxing Day 2015, the county was
struck by dramatic and unexpected
flooding. It knocked out power sources
and trapped people in their homes,
causing distress and disruption for
many. Practical help and support
offered by the public made a real difference to
emergency service teams and the residents whose lives
had been affected so suddenly. With a bit of planning
and the help of volunteers, we know
our response can be even better.
Tom Knox (pictured), head of
resilience and emergencies at North
Yorkshire County Council, said:
“Recent incidents have highlighted the

need for additional support for emergency responders.
We want to harness the public desire to help our
neighbours and communities. Ready for Anything is
a huge opportunity for volunteers across the whole
of North Yorkshire to engage with and support the
collective response to any emergency. We’d love to
hear from people and businesses
who are interested in joining us.”
Ready for Anything volunteers
provide practical support, helping
the emergency response during
an incident. People do not need
to make a regular commitment and don’t need any
specific skills. They just need to be 18 or over and
have a mobile phone. Volunteers who sign up will
be notified when there is an emergency and if they
are able to help, they can confirm by text message.
People who are interested in joining the Ready
for Anything team of volunteers can find out
more and register their interest online at www.
emergencynorthyorks.gov.uk/readyforanything

Call for volunteer drivers for community transport
Community transport providers in and around
Selby and Tadcaster are calling for more people
to join their teams of volunteers. For people who
don’t have access to a car or are not able to drive,
community transport can be a real lifeline.
Community transport is a growing and vibrant
part of the county’s transport network. Whether
it’s a journey people make every day or a oneoff trip, community transport increasingly
helps them get to where they need to be.
Volunteers’ expenses are covered through the Go
Local scheme either for use of their own car or a Go

Local vehicle. Providers are also keen to hear from
people who might be able to help out in the office
or who could volunteer as passenger assistants.
People can register their interest in volunteering at
www.golocal-northyorks.community/get-involved
or by searching ‘Go Local North Yorkshire’ online.

Headteacher Sarah Dixon said:
“The front of the building has
made a massive difference
in terms of welcoming
parents. Parents have been
really complimentary about
the work and it is such a
welcoming environment.”
There is now a dedicated
planning, preparation and
assessment area for staff.
“My staff are absolutely
over the moon,” said Sarah.
“It has made a real difference
to the way they can work
together and make sure
the children get the best
out of their teachers.”
Improvements to the hall mean
all-school events can be held
and all parents invited into the
school at the same time. They
have also revolutionised the way
the children have lunch, says
Sarah, and enabled them to have
PE in the hall for the first time.
“I can’t thank the local
authority enough,” she
says. “It has been a huge
investment in the school,
but it is paying off already.”
The scheme has been funded
by the County Council. The
contractor was Simpson (York)
Limited and the design was
by Align Property Partners.

Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

Investing in your
leisure services
Selby Leisure Centre and Summit
Indoor Adventure have had more
than a little spring clean recently.
Following investment from
Selby District Council, Inspiring
Healthy Lifestyles have developed
the buildings to see the leisure
centre and Summit kitted out
to fit the demand on space and
facilities most used by you.
New Party Rooms give you the
option of new dining spaces.
New studios cater for a larger
group exercise programme
to fit demand for classes,
including new kids’ classes,
mind and body sessions.
The extended gym is packed with
the latest Technogym equipment
including SKILLROW, SKILLBIKE
and SKILLMILL. A new Tanita

District Council
delivers more
affordable
homes

Elsewhere, the District
Council’s set out plans to
deliver small developments
of new affordable homes
at Burn, Sherburn,
Kellington, Hambleton
and West Haddlesey.
The Council’s looking at
options for delivering
some of these homes in
partnership with the Selby
& District Housing Trust.
Affordable housing is
a key priority for the
District Council, as this
investment shows.

machine will be installed to bring
fast, accurate body composition
results and help make the
most of the new facilities.
Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles
Director Pete Burt said, “These
exciting changes provide us with
more usable space across the
sites and allow us to meet the
growing demand for exercise
classes, parties and events.”
Cllr Mark Crane, Leader of the
District Council, said: “These
new facilities give people in
Selby and surrounding area
the space they really want
from their leisure facilities.”
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Another set of brand new affordable
homes for rent have been finished
in Byram this spring. These are
part of a £22m investment from
Selby District Council to deliver
new homes. The latest properties at
Byram are part of a big investment
in new affordable homes by the
council for the whole district.

There are other things
the Council’s doing to
support local housing
too. For example, we’re
currently looking to
increase the number of
landlords who are able
to support our tenants.
The Council will work in
partnership with landlords
who want to get involved,
including by offering
a bond guarantee and
help to ensure properties are of a
good standard. From a landlord’s
point of view, it’s a great way to
ensure that properties are filled.
Any landlords who want to find out
more should get in touch with the
District Council’s Housing Options
team via info@selby.gov.uk.

Volunteers support our open spaces
We’re lucky to have some wonderful
open spaces in our district which are
well supported by volunteer groups.
Barlow Common, Brayton Barff
and Skipwith Common all have
dedicated groups of volunteers
who work hard to make sure these
sites can be enjoyed by all.
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s volunteers
at Barlow Common meet every
other Tuesday to carry out practical
tasks at the site. You can expect
to see herons and kingfishers
year round enjoying the lakes,
however the site is also well used
by local fishermen, scouting
groups and young families.
The ancient woodland at Brayton
Barff is always popular, providing
a rare raised viewpoint across
our district. The dedicated team
of volunteers have recently been
carrying out maintenance on
bird boxes, clearing brambles
and cleaning direction stones.

At Skipwith Common Nature
Reserve volunteers carry out
essential work such as scrub
clearance, plant surveys and
organise themed walks (winter
warmers, family friendly and
fungi, for example), which are
popular with all visitors.
Search for these groups online or
find out how to get involved.
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A whistle-stop tour
of Allerton Waste
Recovery Park

Allerton Waste Recovery Park processes
up to 320,000 tonnes of waste a year from
York and North Yorkshire councils.
If you throw away any general household rubbish,
this is where it goes to be turned into energy.
First, mechanical treatment sorts and separates
the waste. Magnets, sifting, trommels
(large drum-shaped sieves) and infra-red

detectors remove any leftover recycling,
such as plastic and cans. Organic waste,
like food and garden materials, is removed
and goes into an anaerobic digester where
microscopic bugs break it down. This creates
a biogas that is used to create energy.
Any remaining waste goes into the energy
from waste technology where it is burned
at 850°C, creating enough electricity to

Time for a spring clean!
We’re joining up with Keep
Britain Tidy for their annual
Great British Spring Clean.
This takes place across the
country from 22 March to 23
April. We’re planning to work
with volunteers, community
groups and businesses to collect
as much rubbish as we can.
This year the event, sponsored by
Wilkos, is encouraging volunteers
to collect and dispose of as much
single-use plastic as possible from
our streets - and to recycle it.
We’re planning a litter pick in
Sherburn, which also supports
our Clean Driver Scheme for
businesses on the industrial
estate - this provides in-cab tidy
packs to lorry drivers on the

industrial estate. These packs
include rubbish bags, reusable
coffee cups and pocket gum/
ashtrays to encourage drivers to
get rid of their rubbish properly.
We’re also making sure that our
existing network of volunteer
litter pickers is supported as much
as possible. We’re organising
a special event to bring them
together, to say thank you
and to ask for their help to
produce a new ‘best practice’
leaflet for other litter picking
groups and volunteers to use.
Keep an eye on the District
Council’s website and follow
us on Facebook and Twitter
for more information about
the Spring Clean event.

power at least 40,000 homes (that’s about
the same number as in the Selby district).
You can book a free tour of the plant off the A1
near Knaresborough for schools, community
groups and individuals. For more information,
visit www.allerton-waste-recovery-park.
co.uk (community and education pages)
or email AWRP.Visitor@amey.co.uk.

Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

Tadcaster Community
Library’s Pod has arrived
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Getting a blue badge
was never easier

Library Committee, said: “This will be a
valuable addition to our facilities. While there
are larger spaces for hire in Tadcaster, there
are not many easily accessible, confidential
meeting spaces for those who would like
a bit more privacy than meeting in a local
café. We hope this will bring in new library
users as well as providing extra income to
our library funds. We would like everyone
in the community to use the library and to
realise that we are more than just books.”
Tadcaster Community Library now has
a new multi-functional “Pod”, which can
be used as a meeting room, quiet study
space or a work space for home workers.

Pictures by Terry Welsh,
Tadcaster Community Library

The Pod is a free-standing modular room
within the library. It has been funded by
the Better Together project, a joint initiative
between the county and district councils.
The Pod is an enclosed, confidential
meeting room for four to six people
and is available for hire by library users,
organisations, businesses and the public.
The library has free wi-fi, access to wi-fi
printing and a scanner, as well as a projector,
screen and speakers that are available to
those who hire the Pod or the library space.
Sara Gott, Chair of the Tadcaster Community

Blue badges are issued to disabled people
for a charge of £10, enabling them to use
parking spaces as close as possible to their
destination. A new online application process
has been launched by the County Council.
For more information:
tadcastercommunitylibrary@gmail.com
T: 01609 534525
www.northyorks.gov.uk/
tadcaster-community-library
Tadcaster Community Library Facebook page

Making you stronger
The Tadcaster pod was also supported by the County Council’s Stronger Communities
programme, which helps communities to help themselves. Both Stronger Communities
and the County Council’s Library Service see the pod as a great new facility.
Various funding opportunities are available to communities through the
programme. To learn more, visit www.northyorks.gov.uk/strongercommunities,
call 01609 532265 or email stronger.communities@northyorks.gov.uk.

Making music fun!

Selby Music Centre is open to all, whether
you’re new to playing music, already
play, or want to get back into playing.
It offers 11 groups catering for a range
of abilities, instruments and ages.
The centre is primarily geared towards
young people, but within each ensemble
are older, more experienced players who
attend for their pleasure and to provide
experience to the younger members.

Applying for a blue badge
parking permit or renewing an
existing one is easier than ever.

The Centre meets on Saturdays from
9.30am to 12.20pm at Selby High School.
It runs 30 sessions a year with concerts at
the end of each term at Selby High and
Selby Abbey. Groups also perform in the
area throughout the year and in concerts
with other North Yorkshire music centres.
Groups have been involved in the
Selby Fun Day performances in the
Bandstand, performing on the Minster
FM trailer at Christmas, and the Brass
Band recently performed with York
Railway Institute Band at Selby Abbey.
You can go along to look around or join a
taster session. Contact Hannah Hebden at
hannah.hebden@northyorks.gov.uk.
For more details, visit
www.selbymusiccentre.weebly.com or
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk.

This enables people to use one online system to
apply for the permit; find answers to questions;
upload the evidence required; get an instant
decision on eligibility; and make the payment
in a single transaction. Supporting documents
can be photographed and sent electronically,
removing the need to copy and post them.
The new blue badge application process is just
one way in which your local councils are making
it easier and faster for you to use services online.
For full details of the scheme and to apply,
visit www.northyorks.gov.uk/bluebadge.

Do you need the
home library service?
If you or someone you know loves to read but
finds it difficult to get to the library, the home
library service might be able to help.
Books, audio books, CDs, DVDs and information can be
delivered to people’s homes. Volunteers deliver once
a fortnight. You may be eligible for the free service
if you cannot visit the library or carry books because
of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We also
deliver to people in residential and nursing homes.
To find out more, contact Selby library on 01609
534521 or email selby.library@northyorks.gov.uk

Follow Selby library on Facebook
Keep up to date with news and events at
Selby library by following the library’s new
Facebook page, SelbyLibraryNorthYorks.

Down memory lane
Selby library now hosts a monthly
reminiscence session on the last Thursday
of the month from 10.30am to noon.
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Let your voice
be heard!

24 hour
services for you
Our online services are always here
for you. You can tell us, report it and
pay and book through our websites.
Both district and county council websites are
continuously being developed to help make
your online experience the best it can be.

Selby District Council
We’re making our website more user friendly by
ensuring the information you need is available.
We’ve been reviewing our webpages content.

Who collects the recycling and rubbish from your house?
Who runs your local leisure centre?

We decided to start with our repairs pages as the
Contact Centre receives the most calls regarding
housing repairs. These pages have all now been
updated to suit you and what you need to know.

Who makes decisions on what people can build in your area?
Who supports people at risk of being made homeless?
Who makes sure your local takeaway is hygienic?

Alongside the content we’ve also created useful ‘how to’
videos. The videos are aimed around the type of repairs
which our Contact Centre has received the most calls for.
We have filmed videos showing how to prevent damp and
condensation, what is an emergency and non-emergency,
how to top-up a boiler and how to report a repair online.

Who helps you when you need benefits support?
The answer to all these - and more - is Selby District Council. We provide lots
of different services to you and the people in your area every day of the year.
This May you have a chance to vote on who’ll be in charge of these services.
Your local election will take place on Thursday 2 May. Each year we check
who is registered to vote at every home. If you’re on the register then
details of how you can vote will be sent to you directly - some people
choose to vote by post, others prefer going to their nearby polling station.
If you’ve recently moved, or are new to the area, you need to register to
vote. It’s really easy to do that online: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

North Yorkshire County Council

Polling stations will be open on 2 May between 7am and 10pm, so you can vote around
your usual day. This is also the day the Tour de Yorkshire finishes in Selby. There may be
some minor disruption to roads in Womersley, Escrick, Cawood and Thorpe Willoughby
during the afternoon as the race passes through, and we expect Selby to be extremely
busy - so bear this in mind if you’re voting in these areas. For Selby town centre polling
stations make sure you plan ahead, because the town will be really busy that day.

Through North Yorkshire County Council’s website
you can make an account that will enable you to
keep track of any reports, bookings, payments and
applications you have processed. Any online forms
are pre-filled in with your account details, such as
name and address. The forms can also be saved when
partially completed so you can return to them later.
Visit: www.selby.gov.uk

www.northyorks.gov.uk

Selby.gov.uk/elections or call us on 01757 705101.

Contact Us

You can find out all about both the District and County Council online or through the channels below.
Selby District Council

North Yorkshire
County Council

Police:
Non-emergency calls dial: 101

www.the-lep.com

Emergencies dial: 999

Your local councillor

Health:

www.selby.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Council Council’s
website allows you to apply,
book, pay and report 24-hours
a day. The website also contains
vital information regarding
upcoming roadworks, social
care, education and information
about concessionary travel such
as bus passes and blue badges.

01757 705 101

www.northyorks.gov.uk

Twitter: @selbydc

01609 780 780

You can contact your local
councillor about any issues
that affect you or the place
where you live. Full details
of who your councillors are,
including their contact details
can we found on the District
and County Council websites.

Facebook: www.facebook.
com/selbydc

Twitter @northyorkscc

Selby District Council’s website
is available 24/7 and allows
you to apply for things, tell us
about things and pay for things.
The website also provides vital
information such as the yearly
waste and recycling calendar
and information about local
planning applications.

Facebook: www.facebook.
com/northyorkscc

www.northyorkshire.police.uk

Non-emergency calls dial: 111
Emergencies dial: 999

Citizen’s Advice Bureau:
www.citizenadvice.org.uk

Business Support
York, North Yorkshire and East
Riding Enterprise Partnership
www.businessinspiredgrowth.com

Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership

Parish and Town Councils
Visit www.selby.gov.uk for all
your parish council’s details.

