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is produced jointly 
by Selby District 
Council and North 
Yorkshire County 
Council, to give you 
the information 
you need about 
your local services.  
Working together 
helps to minimise the 
cost of getting this 
information to you, 
and is part of a much 
bigger programme 
of work between our 
councils to deliver 
great value for money.  

We publish these 
twice a year, but you 
can keep up-to-date 
in lots of different 
ways.  Follow us on 
Twitter (@selbydc and 
@northyorkscc) or 
‘like’ us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/
selbydc and facebook.
com/northyorkscc).

See page 12 for a 
full list of useful 
contact details.

 
Council Tax 
your questions 
answered

See page 06-07

Bridging  
the gap  

work to  
re-connect 
Tadcaster
 
See page 02

Taking you to 
‘The Summit’ 

Selby’s brand 
new leisure 
village 

See page 03

This spring some of the world’s top 
riders will again be seen in the Selby 
district on not one, but two days 
of the 2016 Tour de Yorkshire.

Around 10,000 people turned out 
in Selby to see a stage start last 
year. This year the race will make its 
way through different parts of our 
district on Friday 29 and Saturday 30 
April; including Riccall, Cawood, and 
Tadcaster on Friday; and Sherburn-
in-Elmet, South Milford, Monk 
Fryston and Beal on Saturday. On 
the Saturday, the district will host 
both a men’s and women’s race.

“We already know we’ve got a start 
or finish for the 2017 race, so to be 
playing such a big role in 2016 is a real 

bonus,” said District Council Leader Cllr 
Mark Crane. “What’s great about the 
route is that we’re able to showcase 
some real highlights of the district.”

There will be TV coverage of the 
whole race, which means a global 
audience seeing the best of the 
Selby district over two days.

Cllr Crane continued, “We’ve seen a 
real boost in interest in cycling in the 
Selby district, with record numbers 
of people taking part in organised 
rides and our annual Selby Sportive 
recognised as one of the best in 
the country.  This can only be good 
news for our businesses, which can 
benefit from increased numbers 
of people visiting the district.”

The Tour de Yorkshire is run jointly 
by Welcome to Yorkshire and ASO, 
which runs the Tour de France.  Chief 
Executive of Welcome to Yorkshire 
Sir Gary Verity told Citizenlink 
that the 2016 race would build on 
last year’s event, “Our first race 
was phenomenally successful, 
bringing 1.5m spectators to the 
roadside, generating over £50m for 
the regional economy and being 
broadcast around the world.”

Rolling road closures will be in place 
before, during and immediately 
after the race passes. These closures 
will be in place for about an hour.

Continued on page 05

Members of Monk Fryston Cycling Club at Monk Fryston Hall; this is one of the villages 
in the Selby district through which the 2016 Tour de Yorkshire passes.

Tour de Yorkshire - it’s back
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Leaders’ 
Leader
Putting the Selby district on the map: 
something that underpins much of 
our work to make the district a great 
place for business and to enjoy life.  It’s 
not something that either the district 
council or county council can do alone: 
it’s something that we need to work 
on together and with others, too.

We’ve got yet another exciting 
few months ahead, with the 2016 
Tour de Yorkshire and the opening 
of The Summit leisure village in 
Selby.  Both are great opportunities 
to get out and enjoy our area, and 
both help to support growth and 
investment, too.  More visitors mean 
more money for local businesses: 
greater exposure means more 
chance of people considering our 
district as a place to invest.

And these opportunities wouldn’t be 
possible without the work both councils 
do to help make them happen.

For a number of years we’ve been 
talking about austerity and making 
savings.  This work continues, but it 
shouldn’t distract us from investing 
in the things we know are important 
to you and your area, and from 
working in new ways to help deliver 
big ambitions.  The Selby district 
is at the heart of Yorkshire and has 
much to offer.  Let’s be proud of our 
home and let’s show it off to others.

Tadcaster #open4business 
In the immediate aftermath 
of the flooding, the district 
council was able to react 
to concerns from Tadcaster 
traders about limited 
parking by creating a new 
system of short and long 
stay spaces in the central 

area car park.  “This was 
a practical measure we 
took to help local traders, 
and in direct response to 
comments from businesses 
and the community,” 
explained district council 
executive member for 

economic development 
and communities, Cllr 
Chris Metcalfe.  He was 
out explaining the changes 
to drivers when they were 
first introduced, alongside 
district council chief 
executive Mary Weastell.  

Community spirit shone through earlier this  
year, as several parts of the Selby district were 
affected by flooding.  One of the wettest 
Decembers on record caused flooding from the 
rivers Wharfe, Ouse and Aire.  Over 100 people and 
businesses had their property flooded, but many 
hundreds more were protected by flood defences.

The highest profile incident happened in Tadcaster, 
when parts of the main bridge collapsed.  Work is 
underway to restore the bridge and completion is 
expected within 12 months. Many other areas were 
also affected: Ulleskelf could only be reached by 
boat, and the army helped shore-up defences to 
protect Cawood.  Across the district the emergency 
services, military, the Environment Agency and 
district and county council staff worked together 
to help protect homes and businesses.

Many areas regularly affected have formed 
their own community flooding groups.  For 

example, the Tadcaster Local Flood Action Group 
uses Facebook to share information about 
flooding, sandbag availability and the clean-
up efforts.  For more, check out this Facebook 
group: www.facebook.com/floodgroupuk 

In the aftermath, the district became a 
focus for government and royal visits, in an 
effort to help demonstrate that our area 
remained open for business, and to see 
at first hand the impact of the floods. 

In times of flooding there are a number of  
ways in which you can keep up-to-date with 
flood warnings and advice from emergency 
services and others.  The Environment Agency 
website has full details of flood warnings, and the 
district council sends out updates via its Twitter 
feed: @selbydc. Full information about flooding 
support can be found here: www.selby.gov.uk/
flooding or www.northyorks.gov.uk/flooding.

Flooding update

Leader of Selby  
District Council,  
Cllr Mark Crane

Leader of North 
Yorkshire County 
Council, Cllr Carl Les

The east and west sides of Tadcaster were reconnected on 12 February with the completion by the County 
Council of a temporary footbridge across the River Wharfe. Immediately after the flooding and the 
collapse of the bridge in December, the County Council put in place a shuttle bus service, working with the 
community and bus operators to get the best balance of service. The council also improved the viaduct 
walk while work went on to establish the footbridge link. The focus now is on reconstruction of the main 
bridge. Loose material has been removed from the bridge deck and debris clear from the riverbed.
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Summit 
Indoor 
Adventure 
set to open 
in Selby 
Get ready to enjoy a variety of 
exciting new leisure facilities on 
your doorstep when Summit Indoor 
Adventure opens in May.

The fantastic £6m centre, in Scott 
Road, Selby will include:

• A six-lane 10-pin bowling facility
• Adventure climbing with themed 

climbing panels up to eight metres high
• An adventure play zone with a dedicated 

area for babies and toddlers
• Aerial trekking ropes 
• Indoor skate and BMX park 
• Two indoor ski simulators
• An outdoor skate park that has been 

designed following consultation 
with local skate park users

• A café/restaurant

The leisure village will link to the existing 
Selby Leisure Centre via a new glass walkway.

Cllr Dave Peart, Selby District Council’s 
executive member with responsibility for 
housing, leisure, health and culture, said: 
“The leisure village development is great 
news for the district. It is set to bring a 
superb selection of new opportunities for 
people to have fun while getting active 
and healthy at the same time. From family 
days out to corporate events, Summit 
Indoor Adventure will be a fantastic place 
to go, right in the heart of the town.” 

Leisure partner Inspiring healthy lifestyles, 
who will be managing the centre, are 

currently recruiting for staff. There 
are a range of jobs available from ski 
instructors and aerial trekking instructors 
to chefs and catering staff to customer 
service and management roles. 

If you are interested in supporting people in 
getting active and healthy and would like to 
find out more there is an information event 
at Selby Leisure Centre on Wednesday 16 
March between 12noon and 8pm.  Residents 
are also invited to attend for general 
information about the new leisure village.

Find out more online:  
www.summitindooradventure.co.uk 

Leisure centre anniversary 
One year ago, Olympic swimmer Rebecca 
Adlington visited Selby to officially 
open the town’s new leisure centre.

And figures show that in the first nine 
months of opening customers had 
already racked up 230,000 visits to 
the site to enjoy the gym, swimming 
pools and exercise classes on offer.

Cllr Dave Peart, Selby District Council’s 
executive member with responsibility 
for housing, leisure, health and culture, 
said: “It’s been a fantastic first year 
for the leisure centre. I know local 
people are extremely proud of this 
modern facility right on their doorstep 
and are making good use of it to get 

themselves more active and healthy.”
The £7m leisure centre, part-funded by 
a £2m Sport England grant, houses two 
pools, a health and fitness centre with 
a 100-station gym, a class and exercise 
studio, synthetic sports pitch, multi-
use space for large classes, meeting 
spaces and a sauna and steam room.

It is managed by leisure partner  
Inspiring healthy lifestyles on behalf  
of Selby District Council. If you’d 
like to find out more about the 
activities on offer at the centre or 
are interested in signing up as a 
member, visit www.selbyleisurecentre.
org, email selbyleisurecentre@
wlct.org or call 01757 213758.
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Brayton and 
Selby schools 
merger 
proposed

 
The County Council has 
consulted on proposals that 
would see Brayton High School 
and Selby High School come 
together as a single school. 

Discussions had taken place for 
some time about Brayton High 
School entering partnership 
arrangements with other 
providers, prompted by the 
performance and financial 
position at the school. The 
potential for amalgamation 
between Brayton High School 
and Selby High School was 
positively revisited last term.

“Brayton High School is not in 
a position as a single school in 
the long term to provide the 
improvements in education 
outcomes young people 
deserve,” said County Councillor 
Arthur Barker, North Yorkshire’s 
Executive Member for Schools. 
“It is considered that educational 
outcomes for all would be 
significantly enhanced by the 
capacity and greater resilience that 
would be generated by this step.”  

The detail of how the enlarged 
school would operate across the 
two sites would be the subject 
of careful planning by the two 
schools with the county council.  

Consultation on the proposal was 
held in January and February. 
A final decision is expected in 
May. If agreed, the change would 
take effect from September.

Put your 
health first 
Put your health first and get it checked for 
free – that’s the advice from North Yorkshire 
County Council and health professionals.

The County Council is asking people 
aged 40 to 74 without previously 
diagnosed heart disease, diabetes or 
chronic kidney disease to take up the 
offer of a free NHS Health Check. 

County Councillor David Chance, Executive 
Member for Public Health and Stronger 
Communities, said: “The NHS Health Check 
detects issues that could increase the risk 
of heart disease and checks that some of 
your body’s most important systems are 
running smoothly. It can detect potential 
problems early and allow you to put 
them right before they do real damage. 
Among other things, your blood pressure, 
cholesterol and BMI will all be checked.” 

The NHS Health Check website, 
www.nhs.uk/healthcheck, provides 
information, or ask at your GP surgery.

Completion on new  
school expected in May 

Building work on Selby’s newest primary 
school, which started in spring 2015, is 
expected to be complete early in May.

Staynor Hall Community Primary Academy 
will open in September 2016. It will address 
the need for additional school places arising 
from the Staynor Hall housing development. 
Ebor Academy Trust’s plans for opening 
the school are progressing with the 

appointment of head teacher designate, 
Mrs Gail Brown. Teaching and other staff will 
be appointed during spring and summer.
Admissions for children up to Year 4 are 
open and prospective parents attended 
an open evening before Christmas.
The school will offer 210 places plus a 
nursery and is designed to encourage 
community use of the facilities.  The cost is 
approximately £5.5m. Funding comes from 
the developer and the county council. 
Local schools and the community were 
consulted by the county council in 
2013 on educational provision in the 
town, given rising school numbers and 
proposed housing development. The 
preference was for the new school. 

Progress on the development can be 
followed at www.staynorhallschool.org.

Get Sugar  
Smart in 2016  
North Yorkshire County 
Council is supporting a 
campaign to make  
families smart about 
the amount of sugar 
they consume. 

The Sugar Smart campaign from Public 
Health England encourages parents to take 
control of their children’s sugar intake. 

It follows revelations that four-to-10-
year-olds consume an estimated 5,500 
sugar cubes weighing 22kg a year – the 
weight of an average five-year-old.

In North Yorkshire, 21.2% of four to 
five-year-olds are overweight or obese, 
increasing to 30.1% in 10 to 11-year-olds. 
They are more likely to become obese 
adults, who are more prone to serious 
health problems such as heart disease, 
some cancers and Type 2 diabetes. 

For an easy-to-use Sugar Smart 
app that shows how much sugar 
there is in everyday food and drink 
search online for Sugar Smart.
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Celebrate your local heroes

The County Council is this month 
launching its annual community awards 
to find the county’s unsung heroes, the 
many volunteers that help to deliver 
the services their communities want.
Community organisations and individual 

volunteers make a huge contribution to lives 
across North Yorkshire. We want to recognise 
and celebrate this great wealth of voluntary 
work undertaken by people to make their 
neighbourhoods better places to live.
There are four categories in the awards:

• Best community project
• Best community group
• Volunteer of the year
• Young people volunteering award

The winner of each category will be awarded 
£1,000 for the relevant project, group or 
nominated relevant local charity in the 
case of the volunteer awards. Two runners-
up in each category will receive £250.

The closing date for nominations is 31 
May 2016. Nomination forms can be 
completed online at www.northyorks.gov.
uk/communityawards.  

If you are unable to complete the form 
online, call 01609 780780. Awards will 
be presented at the North Yorkshire 
Wider Partnership Conference on 
the morning of 21 October 2016.

Safer Selby Hub brings 
together councils and police 
Safer Selby Hub is an initiative that brings together Selby District 
Council, North Yorkshire Police and North Yorkshire County 
Council and other partners to make Selby a safer place.

The aim of the partnership, which 
has now been in place for a year, is 
to make sure there is an effective 
early response to safety concerns, 
before issues become more 
serious or difficult to deal with.

The project is changing the way 
local authorities and the police work 
together on a daily basis, identifying 
as soon as possible people who are 
most at risk and the perpetrators, 
and making sure there is an 
effective multi-agency response.

This reduces duplication and builds 
confidence among individuals and 
communities. It also reduces costs 
for the partners, as by getting 
involved early they can prevent issues 
becoming more serious, difficult 
and therefore costly to deal with.
Safer Selby Hub is among the 
projects that form the innovative 

Better Together partnership 
between the District Council 
and the County Council.

Better Together aims to improve the 
services the two councils offer to the 
people of Selby district and increase 
efficiency by sharing staff and skills.

As well as Selby’s Chief Executive, 
Mary Weastell, also being an 
Assistant Chief Executive at the 
County Council, we’re sharing 
finance, legal and business support 
expertise. Most recently, we have 
begun sharing IT services, with the 
County Council providing IT support 
for the District Council from February.

Reducing costs is a key part of Better 
Together. So far, it has saved almost 
£290,000 and is forecast to have 
saved almost £1,370,000 by 2020. 

The A64 exit slip on to the A162 
at Tadcaster will be closed for 
about one hour to let the race 
safely pass on the A162  and to 
avoid tailbacks on the A64.  A 
diversion will be in place.  Full 
road closure details  will be 
made available closer to the 
race at www.northyorks.gov.uk/
tour, along with details of other 
services affected by the race.

Find out more
letouryorkshire.com

Focus on…
Great Selby  
Bike Ride 

Just weeks after the Tour de 
Yorkshire, Selby will host the 
2016 Great Selby Bike Ride.  
This is run by the Selby Lions, 
and 1,070 people took part in 
the 2015 event: the highest 
number in the ride’s 29-year 
history.  Last year, riders raised 
over £9,000 for the Selby Lions’ 
charities: the British Heart 
Foundation, Martin House 

Children’s Hospice, St Leonard’s 
Hospice and the Friends of 
Selby Hospital.  Find out more 
www.selbylions.org.uk.
Don’t forget about the Selby 
Sportive in September too: 
now one of the country’s 
top-rated cycling sportive 
events.  Look out for more 
details soon via www.
selbythreeswanssportive.org. 

Focus on…
Bike Libraries 

As part of the Tour de France 
legacy, Welcome to Yorkshire 
has worked with Yorkshire Bank 
to support a number of ‘bike 
libraries’, one of which is in 
Tadcaster.  The aim is to give 
every child access to a bike, 
and you can help by donating 
unwanted bikes.  Even if you 
think your bike is past repair, 
qualified mechanics can bring 
it back to life.  If you want 
to borrow a bike from the 
Tadcaster bike library, get in 
touch. Find out more: www.
bikelibraries.yorkshire.com.

Continued from page 01
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County Council tax increase to 
prioritise frontline services 

North Yorkshire County Council has agreed 
to a 1.99% general council tax increase 
along with a 2% social care precept to 
continue to prioritise frontline services.

Even so, the county council needs to 
save a further £50m by 2019/20 as a 
result of Government cuts. The council 
has already saved £116m over the last 
five years and has plans for savings of 
£36m but there is a savings gap of £14m. 
Without the tax increase for the next four 
years, the savings gap would be £56m.

The county council is prioritising services 
that protect the most vulnerable, while 
continuing to invest in programmes 

such as superfast broadband and 
tackling potholes on the county’s roads 
to boost economic development. 
Its pioneering 2020 North Yorkshire 
programme requires a smaller 
council, helping communities to 
deliver services for themselves and 
providing strong leadership on issues 
that are important to the county.

County Council leader Cllr Carl Les 
thanked Communities Secretary Greg 
Clark for listening to the case put forward 
by the county council and other shire 
counties for fairer funding between 
rural and metropolitan areas. He also 
thanked the county’s MPs for helping 
to secure an additional £15m in the 
Government funding settlement over 
the next two years as transitional relief.

Cllr Les said: “The final settlement provides 
short-term relief to help us to manage 
the considerable financial challenges 
we still must face in the longer term. 
There still remains the important issue 
of fairer funding for rural areas and I 
intend to carry on raising this point with 
Government with the support of our MPs.”

The 2016/17 budget includes a one-off 
investment of £3m for a further roll-out of 
superfast broadband, so that the county 
gets near to 100 per cent coverage, and 
a £7.5m investment to increase primary 
school places across the county, on 
the basis that match funding is secured 
from the Department for Education.

The county council’s 3.99% council tax rise is 
equivalent to 84p a week for an average band 
D property.

We’re pinpointing benefit cheats   
Most claimants are honest, but benefit cheats still cost the country millions of pounds. 

 If you suspect someone of being a 
benefit cheat you can report it online: 
www.gov.uk/dotherightthing.  Or if 
you’d prefer to report a benefit cheat 
confidentially by phone, find somewhere 
private and call 0800 854 440.  

Lines are open Monday to 
Friday, 8am to 6pm.
If you suspect someone of 
being a benefit cheat:
• you don’t have to give your 

name if you don’t want to;

• we’ll keep everything you 
tell us confidential;

• don’t worry if you can’t give 
all the answers; and

• make sure you’re not being watched, 
to keep information confidential.

At the time of going to press, Selby District 
Council was finalising its budget and 
council tax plans for the year commencing 
1 April 2016.  The budget proposals 
include an increase in council tax of 1.99% 
and savings of £750k for the year.  The 
budget also includes one-off investments 
funded from the council’s reserves, for 
projects that will boost local economic 
growth and improve our council homes.

Like the county council, Selby District 
Council is coping with cuts to the funding 

it gets from central government.  The 
council has already saved over £4m 
from its service running costs every 
year but still needs to save a further 
£1.7m over the next 3 years.  As well 
as collecting council tax for itself, Selby 
District Council also collects the charge 
on behalf of North Yorkshire County 
Council, North Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner, North Yorkshire Fire and 
Rescue Service and your local town or 
parish council.  Around 10% of the total 
collected goes to the district council.

District Council 
investment 
in growth 
and homes
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The easy way  
to pay 

Paying by Direct Debit is easy and convenient: 
you know exactly how much you’ll be paying 
each month. You can pay your Council 
Tax bill, your rent and garage rent, your 
business rates or for your business waste 
collection by Direct Debit by completing 

the form the District Council’s website. For 
the Council, Direct Debit is the most 
cost-effective way of managing payments, 
helping to keep down costs for everyone. 

Why pay by direct debit? 

• You have a choice of payment dates 
• It is easy and convenient
• Advance notification of changes is given
• Ensures payments are made on time
• Direct Debit continues year after 

year and does not have to be 

renewed like a standing order
• No queuing to pay or having 

to remember to pay

To start paying Council Tax by Direct Debit, 
call us:  01757 705101 or download the 
Direct Debit form: www.selby.gov.uk.

If you already pay by Direct Debit, remember 
there is no need to cancel the payment 
and set it up again when the new bill 
arrives – it rolls-over, but we will of course 
inform you of any changes to payments.

Council Tax bills –  
frequently asked questions
Direct Debit remains the 
easiest way to pay your 
Council Tax, and if you 
already pay this way your 
payments will automatically 
roll-over for this next year.  
To set up a Direct Debit 
payment you can go onto 
the district council’s website 
and search for ‘Direct Debit’:  
www.selby.gov.uk, or call 
us on 01757 705101.

Do I need to set up a new 
Direct Debit to pay my bill?

No.  If you paid your last 
Council Tax instalment by 
Direct Debit this will continue 
and your Direct Debit will 
be taken on the same date 
of the month as before, 
unless you cancelled the 
instruction with your bank

Will my Single Person  
Discount continue? 

If you were receiving a single 
person discount on your 
last bill this will continue. 
You should see the new 
discount on your bill.

If I am on benefits, what 
part of my Council Tax 
do I have to pay?
 
If you are pension age your 
entitlement to Council Tax 
Support is calculated on 
your full liability.  If you are 
working age you must pay 
at least 10% of your bill, so 
your entitlement is calculated 
on 90% of your liability.  The 
amount you must pay is 
shown on your bill. 

What are arrangements for 
people living in annexes?

A reduction in the amount of 
Council Tax payable applies 
for people living in annexes, 
provided they are related 
to the person liable to pay 
the Council Tax of the main 
dwelling.  This also applies to 
people living in dwellings with 
annexes which are unoccupied 
provided they are using those 
annexes as part of their main 
residence. If you think you 
may qualify please contact us.

What discount do I get if 
my property is undergoing 
major structural repair?

Homes that are uninhabitable 
and unfurnished because of 
major repairs, renovations or 
alterations may be eligible to 
receive a discount of 20% for 
up to twelve months.  This 
discount can only be applied 
following a site inspection.  
If you think you may qualify 
for this please complete and 
return an application form 
available via www.selby.gov.uk.

What discount do I get 
if my property has been 
empty and unfurnished 
for less than six months?

Homes that are empty and 
unfurnished may receive a 
Council Tax discount for up 
to six months or until the 
property becomes occupied.  
The discount will be 100% 
for the first calendar month 
and then 20% for the 
remaining five months of the 
discount period.  You cannot 
claim both the ‘empty and 
unfurnished’ discount and 

the ‘structural repair’ discount 
at the same time.  You must 
inform us immediately if the 
property becomes occupied 
or no longer qualifies for 
the discount awarded.  Any 
property that has been empty 
more than two years will 
be charged a further 50% 
empty homes premium.

Do I need to report a 
change of circumstances?

If you move you should 
notify us immediately so that 
we do not overcharge you.  
Please complete a change 
of address form that can be 
found via www.selby.gov.uk.   
If you receive any Council Tax 
Discount you must inform us 
immediately of any changes 
that affect your entitlement 
to that discount.  If you have 
been granted a discount 
that you believe you are not 
entitled to, you are legally 
required to inform the Council 
within 21 days.  Failure to 
do so may result in the issue 
of a £70 civil penalty.  You 
can notify us by completing 
a change of circumstances 
form available via the 
district council’s website.
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Next phase of bypass 
repair expected to  
start in May   
The next phase of carriageway reconstruction on the 
A63 Selby bypass is scheduled to begin in May.

The work will cover the stretch 
between the A1041 and the 
A19 Doncaster Road. The 
cost is estimated at £1.9m.

This work is the second phase of 
a three-phase project. Phase one, 
from the A1041 Bawtry Road to 
A19 at Barlby, was completed in 
July last year at a cost of £2.4m. 
The third phase will cover the 
section from the A19 Doncaster 
Road to A1238 Leeds Road.

“We want the people of Selby 
to have a bypass that is fit for 
purpose in the interest of the 
town’s economic future,” said 
County Councillor Don Mackenzie, 
North Yorkshire’s Executive 
Member for Highways. “The 
first phase was completed on 
schedule and within budget, and 

was well-received by locals. We 
are pleased to be ready to begin 
the second phase of the work.”
The work involves deep repair 
and reinstatement of the 
carriageway, which requires a full 
closure of the bypass along the 
stretch under reconstruction.

Advanced notice signs will be put 
in place advising motorists of the 
area of closure, and a diversion 
route around the works will be 
clearly signed and suitable for all 
types of traffic. Every effort will 
be made to discourage traffic 
from using unsuitable routes.

Once work is under way, regular 
updates will be carried on 
the County Council’s website, 
www.northyorks.gov.uk. 

Selby district at the  
heart of Yorkshire  
Selby District Council and North 
Yorkshire County Council have 
been working together to ensure 
our area benefits from on-going 
discussions about the future of 
local government.  This comes as 
Westminster is devolving more 
powers to local areas to give 
councils a greater say over spending 
to support issues such as economic 
development and to bring 
decision-making closer to home.

To take advantage of these new 
devolved powers, councils will have 
to work closely together.  Both 
the district and county councils 
have been involved in a series 
of discussions about potential 
arrangements for our part of 
Yorkshire.  We’re now waiting 
for the Government to agree 
how joint working arrangements 
would operate in our area.

Under the new arrangements 
we’ll be able to more effectively 
align national funding to our 
local priorities and objectives, 
delivering more effective services 

for you, promoting economic 
growth and increasing local 
democracy.  We’ve been looking 
at the possibility of the Selby 
district working as part of the 
Leeds City Region, as part of a 
‘greater Yorkshire’ arrangement, 
or as part of a York-based 
proposal which would include 
the whole of North Yorkshire 
and East Riding, too.

“This could be a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to enable us to take 
more local control over spending 
on the issues that affect our area 
and our region,” explained District 
Council Leader Cllr Mark Crane.  

The Leader of the County Council, 
Cllr Carl Les, said, “I welcome 
the initiative to move decision-
making to a more local level. This 
is something that councillors have 
been asking for years.  Residents 
of Selby can take comfort from the 
fact that the county council and 
district council work very closely 
together to serve communities 
to the best of our ability”.

Planning for the future

Over the summer you’ll get a chance to have 
your say on where we anticipate development 
will take place in the Selby district between 
now and 2027. This is part of PLAN Selby, the 
strategy that sets out how much new housing 
and business space we need in the long-term.

PLAN Selby is a vital part of the District 
Council’s work to support growth 
and investment, by giving certainty 
to encourage appropriate business 

development.  It also enables us to plan 
how we’ll support the delivery of new 
homes for our growing population.

PLAN Selby is part of the district 
council’s long-term ambitions to make 
the district a great place to do business, 
and a great place to enjoy life.  It was 
adopted by the Council in October 
2013.  It will be used as the framework 
for considering planning applications.

The next stage for PLAN Selby is to identify 
specific sites for development in the district, 
and these will be tested over the summer 
months with a consultation that you can 
take part in.  This will include an opportunity 
for you to have your say.  Check the district 
council’s website for more, and there will also 
be details circulated via Twitter (@selbydc) 
and on Facebook (facebook.com/selbydc).
www.selby.gov.uk
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The Selby district sits within two Local 
Enterprise Partnership areas, which 
give businesses in our area access to a 
range of support, advice and funding 
to deal with specific priorities or issues.  

Enterprise Partnerships have been 
set up by central government to 
bring together people from local 
councils and businesses to help secure 
investment in projects and schemes 
and business support that will make 
a lasting difference to our economy.

You can find out more online:
• York, North Yorkshire and 

East Riding LEP: www.
businessinspiredgrowth.com

• Leeds City Region LEP: 
www.the-lep.com

Both the district and county councils 
have business support information 
on their websites too: www.selby.gov.
uk or www.northyorks.gov.uk.  You can 
also follow us on Twitter to find out 
more: @Selbydc and @Northyorkscc.

Your voice in  
your local area 
 
Find out more online www.selby.gov.uk/ 
community-engagement-forums-cefs 

Have you got ideas about what would make your local area a 
better place to live?  Maybe you’d like some support for your 
local community group to help deal with a particular issue?

Your Community Engagement Forum gives you the chance 
to get more involved in decisions about what happens on 
your street and in your neighbourhood and, importantly, to 
get the support you need to be part of the solution, too.

Forum meetings enable you to speak directly to the 
people who deliver your local services, for example 
policing, street cleaning and road safety.

The Forums have money to spend on supporting local 
solutions to local issues. This is called the Community Fund, 
and each Forum Board can award grants of up to £1,000.  
In particular, funding is given to support the priorities of 
your local area’s community development plan.  The plan 
will have been created in partnership with people living in 
your community to ensure it identifies key local issues.
Funding can be given to charities, community or 
voluntary groups, or social enterprises.  Others can 
access this too if it is to be used for project funding.

For a funding application to be accepted, the outcome 
of the work being funded must support the objectives 
of the area’s community development plan.

Here are some of the things funding has 
supported over recent months…

Central CEF has provided funding to Selby Boxing Academy 
and Community Club, to help develop what the club does, 
to help people involved build their skills, self-confidence and 
esteem and provide a positive activity for young people.

The Southern CEF has provided funding to support Hambleton 
Players, which offers an important local activity for the community.  
The money will help the group develop what they do.

In the Western CEF area funding has been used to support 
the purchase of new community defibrillators at Burton Salmon 
and Sherburn, to support children’s activities at South Milford, to 
help a children’s football club at Brotherton and Byram, and to 
help Sherburn Camera Club to develop their work with schools.  

Last autumn, Eastern CEF approved funding to provide villagers 
in Cliffe with a community defibrillator and CPR training. 

And in the Tadcaster and Villages CEF area, the group 
has supported a community magazine, produced in 
association with the Town Council, to help promote 
the area to visitors and support local traders.

Putting Selby on the tourist map

You will have read all about our district’s 
involvement in the Tour de Yorkshire, but 
that’s not the only way in which we’re 
working with Welcome to Yorkshire to 
promote our area as a destination.

And there’s no reason why you can’t stay 
local for days out this spring too.  All 
the details can be found in the latest 
edition of Welcome to Yorkshire’s This is 
Y magazine, out now.  You can also find 
out more online: www.yorkshire.com.  

We’ve been concentrating on some 
key selling points for our district.  This 
includes promoting the area as a ‘foodies 
delight’, with the Selby food festival in 
July and businesses offering a range of 
food-related activities, such as quality 

farm shops and the cookery school at 
Carlton Towers.  Look out for more details 
about the food festival in the local press 
over the coming months, and there will 
be information updated online: www.
selbyfoodfestival and via www.selby.gov.uk. 

We are also proud or our American 
Heritage Trail, which includes Selby Abbey 
and its famous Washington window.  The 
heritage trail continues into Tadcaster too 
with The Ark.  This building, which now 
houses the town council, dates back to the 
1600s and is said to be where the Pilgrim 
Fathers planned their voyage to America. 

This work supports the district council’s 
ambitions to make our area a great place to 
do business and a great place to enjoy life.

Cawood Castle is a landmark in our district; and our district offers plenty of 
opportunities to get out and about, including here at Skipwith Common
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Community builds library success 
From spring 2017, we plan to have seven 
core County Council libraries, one in 
each district, including Selby, five hybrid 
libraries and 21 community-managed 
libraries, including Sherburn and Tadcaster. 
All libraries will need volunteers to 
maintain their current opening hours.
In 2011, when the County Council first 
asked some communities to consider 
managing their libraries, one parish 
that responded positively was Barlby 
and Osgodby, where residents raised a 
petition and the parish council took up the 
challenge. The parish has recently changed 
status to a town council to reflect the 
range of services provided to residents.
“The desire to save the library came 
from the bottom up and the support 
has come from the top down,” said town 
council manager Dianne Dumbell. The 
result was Barlby Library and Community 
Hub, which opened in June 2012.
“From the beginning, we wanted to build 

on what the building was used for,” said 
Dianne. “The town council manages 
the building and the volunteers run the 
library with ongoing support from North 
Yorkshire library service. It has been a first 
class example of partnership working.
“The town council worked in partnership 
with the volunteers, the library service 
was fantastic and we had support 
from Rural Action Yorkshire.”
The hub has been put to many 
uses, from town council, police and 
neighbourhood watch meetings to 
exhibitions, adult education classes, 
computer classes and community events. 
Sherburn and Villages Community Library 
Group and the Friends of Tadcaster Library 
have submitted expressions of interest in 
running their library. The next stage is for 
the groups to develop a business case. At 
an event at Selby library people expressed 
interest in volunteering there to ensure 
current opening hours can be maintained. 

If you have elderly parents, 
worrying that mum or dad is 
okay is a constant concern.  
But for many of us, getting 
time off from our job to look 
out for older people whilst 
juggling other family and work 
commitments is a real headache.

Did you know there is 
service that gives you peace 
of mind they’ll get help 
quickly if they need it? 

The district council’s Lifeline 
service offers dedicated support 
for older or vulnerable people.  
With our new support packages 
starting from less than £3 per 
week, it’s a small investment 
to remove a big worry.

Contact us and our trusted 
support officers will visit to 
carry out a full assessment 
and make sure the level of 
support is right.  The service is 
also fully compatible with any 
personal telecare equipment 
already in place.  The person 
using the service will be given 
a lightweight emergency 
call pendant to wear, which 
when pressed, connects to 
our friendly call centre and 
means that help is only the 
press of a button away.  

Find out more  
www.selby.gov.uk/lifeline
lifeline@selby.gov.uk
01757 705101.

Selby District Council is working 
with Selby District Dementia 
Action Alliance (SDDAA) 
which aims to reduce the 
stigma of dementia and raise 
understanding of the illness.

The Alliance also aims to enable 
those living with dementia 
to continue doing the things 
they enjoy within their own 
community for longer.

The Alliance is meeting regularly 
to agree a work programme to 
help achieve these priorities: 

• Bring together the community 
in making a difference to 
those living with dementia.

• Encourage organisations to 
see dementia as their business 
and empower them to take 
action when they have other 
concerns and priorities.

• Engage in awareness 

raising and education.
• Ensure we have a strong 

voice for people living 
with dementia.

The Alliance is free to join - 
to find out more visit www.
dementiaaction.org.uk. 

Almost all district council staff 
have now completed a dementia 
awareness course to help them 
understand how to support 
those living with dementia.
A collection of books for people 
with dementia and their carers 
is now available from libraries 
across North Yorkshire. 

The books are part of the 
national Reading Well Books 
on Prescription scheme and 
include a wide range of titles 
from those which help people 
who have just been diagnosed 
with the condition to picture 
books for reminiscence 
sessions and stories from those 
with first-hand experience 
of living with dementia.

Dementia friendly

Fundraising enabled Barlby library to replace 
the bookcases with mobile shelves that make 
it easy to open up the space for events.
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Living Well will help with the little 
changes that make a big difference 

The County Council is investing in making 
small improvements in the lives of people who 
need support to enable greater improvements 
in their health, wellbeing and independence.

In North Yorkshire, we have an ageing 
population. It is forecast that by 2020 
nearly a quarter of the county’s residents 
will be over 65. People tell us they want to 
remain independent in their own homes 
for as long as possible and our prevention 

programme aims to help them achieve this.
As part of its prevention programme, the 
County Council is investing in a new Living 
Well team. Living Well co-ordinators work 
with individuals, and their carers, who are 
on the verge of becoming regular users 
of health and social care services. 
Research shows that as people develop 
links with their community and get good 
advice and information, this prevents, 
reduces and delays their need for long-
term health and social care support.

Living Well co-ordinators spend time with 
individuals to find out what is important to 
them and what support might be available to 
them. They help them to make simple changes 

to their lifestyle and home environment. 
The Living Well team will be able to 
support adults who are not eligible for 
on-going social care support, but who:

• are lonely or socially isolated;
• have recently lost a support network, 

for example through bereavement; or 
• have lost confidence because 

of a recent change.

This could include older people or those 
with physical or learning disabilities, sensory 
impairment or mental health needs.

More information is available online at 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/livingwell.  

New beginnings 
for Hambleton 
Hough
Re-planting will take place at 
Hambleton Hough this autumn as 
part of the long-term management 
of the site, which is run by the 
Church Fenton-based Wildlife 
Habitat Protection Trust on a 99-year 
lease from Selby District Council.

Whilst recent work at the site has 
involved tree felling, this has been 
done to help protect the long-term 
future of the amenity, and with the 
consent and guidance of the Forestry 
Commission England.  Tree felling is 
part of standard forest management, 
with older trees being removed 
to make way for younger growth.  
Many of the Scots Pine and Larch 
trees at the site were old and, if left, 
could have become dangerous.

Re-planting will take place once the 
brash has been removed.  This will 
be left during the spring so as not 
to impact on the nesting season.

Meanwhile, the Trust has been working 
with Hambleton Primary School to 
open up access to the woodland for use 
as part of their ‘forest school’ activities.

Give us  
your
Feedback
We want to find out more about what 
you think of Citizenlink.  This is your 
newspaper about your local services, so 
it’s important to us that we cover the 
things that you want to know about.

Give us your feedback if you can.  You 
can email us via communications@
selby.gov.uk or write to us via 
Communications, Civic Centre, 
Doncaster Road, Selby YO8 9FT.

Our research shows that the majority 
of people prefer to receive information 
about local services through 
publications such as this, but don’t 
forget that you can keep up-to-date 
via our website or social media.

www.selby.gov.uk
www.northyorks.gov.uk 
       @selbydc
  @northyorkscc

www.facebook.com/SelbyDC 
www.facebook.com/northyorkscc 

Chairman’s Corner 

Selby District Council’s 
chairman Cllr Richard 
Sweeting has been 
busy fulfilling his official 
duties and carrying out 
fundraising activities.
As well as officiating at 
Full Council meetings 
and taking part in 
community events, Cllr 
Sweeting has been raising 
funds for Dementia 
Forward, the Tadcaster 
Voluntary Car Service, 
the Tadcaster branch of 
Arthritis Campaign and 
Martin House Hospice.
Last year’s Last Night of 
the Proms and Festival of 
Remembrance concert 
raised more than £2,500 
and Cllr Sweeting is now 
organising a concert to 

celebrate the Queen’s 
90th birthday. The event 
will take place at Selby 
Abbey on Saturday 
23 April and will be 
compered by Radio York 
presenter Elly Fiorentini. 

The evening will see a 
special performance by 
the Yorkshire Volunteers 
Band and school 
children from Appleton 
Roebuck Primary School 
will also perform.

Cllr Sweeting explained, 
“It will be a very special 
evening’s entertainment!
“I’d also like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
all those who worked 
hard to respond to the 
severe flooding between 
Christmas and New Year. 
Everyone involved, the 
emergency services, 
Team Rubicon, district 
and county council 
staff, volunteers and 
the community, should 
be very proud of 
how they helped the 
community recover.”
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Stronger Communities  
continues to provide support 
The County Council’s Stronger Communities programme continues to 
help communities to become more self-reliant and to meet low-level 
needs. Here we look at some projects that have received support. 

Funding has been approved to support Our 
Wednesdays in Escrick. Local people are 
opening Escrick Tea Shop on Wednesdays in 
Escrick and Deighton Social Club to provide a 
meeting space. Ambitions include a community 
shop, and youth club provision is planned.  
Stronger Communities has funded more 
tables, chairs and toys for Chatatots Stay 
and Play Group, which meets in Chapel 
Haddlesey Community Hall. Whitley Under-
5s, which meets in Eggborough and Whitley 
Community Primary School, has also received 
help. The Pre-School Learning Alliance will 
be doing activities with ten volunteer-run 
Stay and Play Groups across the district. 

If your group is interested, please get in touch.
Tadcaster Community Interest Company 
has received funds towards a project 
to provide young entrepreneurs with 
workspace and business mentoring. 

County Councillor David Chance, Executive 
Member for Stronger Communities, said: 
“There are great community activities already 
running in the district and the best help they 
can be offered is in the gift of local people. 
Most community-run groups and events 
offer a great deal, but they need people to 
attend and sometimes to volunteer to help.” 

The Volunteer Centre at Community House 
can help if you want to be a volunteer or if you 
are a group wanting to recruit volunteers.     

The Stronger Communities  
delivery manager for Selby district,  
Tom Jenkinson, can be contacted at  
tom.jenkinson@northyorks.gov.uk or on 
01609 533808.

At Chatatots stay and play group are Stronger 
Communities service delivery manager Tom 
Jenkinson, County Councillor John McCartney, 
member for Osgoldcross, and Jayne Purdy, 
a parent involved in the group.

Contacts
Selby District Council 
www.selby.gov.uk 
01757 705101 

@selbydc 
www.facebook.com/selbydc

North Yorkshire County Council 
www.northyorks.gov.uk 
01609 780 780 

@northyorkscc 
www.facebook.com/northyorkscc

Police
www.northyorkshire.police.uk  
Non-emergency calls 101
Emergencies dial 999 

Health 
Non-emergency calls 111
Emergencies dial 999 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk  
03444 111 444 

Traveline
(independent advice about public  
transport services) 
www.traveline.info  

Business support
Leeds City Region 
Enterprise Partnership
www.the-lep.com 
York, North Yorkshire and East 
Riding Enterprise Partnership
www.bsinessinspiredgrowth.com 

Parish councils
For details of your parish council, 
check via www.selby.gov.uk 

Get involved!
 
As part of the district council’s commitment to make the Selby district a great place 
to enjoy life, we’re publishing here details of things to see and do over the coming 
weeks and months.  Keep checking online and local press for more information…

April
10 April – Tadcaster Cycle Sportive, hosted 
by Cyclesence Tadcaster: www.cyclesense.co.uk 
 
29 April to 1 May – Tour de Yorkshire (see 
front page for details of the route through 
the Selby district): www.letouryorkshire.com   

May
2 May - Tadcaster Triathlon: www.
pdsportsmanagement.co.uk   

8 May - Great Selby Bike Ride: 
www.selbylions.org.uk 

30 May to 3 June – Half-term active 
holiday camps, Selby Leisure Centre: 
www.selbyleisurecentre.org 

June 
19 June - Selby District vintage 
vehicle rally: website TBC

19 June - Selby Town Council Family 
Fun day: www.selbytowncouncil.gov.uk   

July
30 July - Selby Food and Drink festival:  
www.selbytowncouncil.gov uk 
 / www.selby.gov.uk 

From 27 July - Summer holiday 
active holiday camps, Selby Leisure 
Centre and the brand new leisure 
village: www.selbyleisurecentre.org

TBC - Tadcaster Community Festival: 
www.tadcastertowncouncil.co.uk 

September
4 September - Selby Three Swans Cycle 
Sportive: www.selbythreeswanssportive.org

11 September - Tadcaster 10 
mile (running road race).


