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What’s the situation with flooding in the Cawood area? 
We’ve had a number of significant storms recently, with rain falling on already saturated 

ground.  River levels are extremely high.  Lots of different organisations are working together 

to ensure what we’re doing is coordinated.   This includes the Police, Fire Service, 

Environment Agency, Selby District Council and North Yorkshire County Council. 

 

What’s happening to protect the area?  
You’ll see lots of activity in Cawood to help protect the village.  We’re bringing in additional 

sandbags and the Environment Agency is putting up temporary pallet barriers.  These will be 

prioritised for the areas most in need. Normal defences at Cawood are 8.1 metres high.  

Additional defences to be installed will raise this to 8.2-8.3 metres. We don’t expect the 

defences in the area to be overtopped, but we are still taking preventative measures. 

 

We urge you to remain vigilant, look after your safety and keep checking your local flood 

risk.  The police are setting up a temporary community support point in the car park of the 

Jolly Sailor pub.  Alongside emergency services, staff from the Environment Agency, Selby 

District Council and North Yorkshire County Council will be out monitoring the situation 

and offering practical support. 

 

Keep safe around flood water 
Flood water can be dangerous.  Please do not walk or drive through it.  Just a few inches of 

flood water can knock you off your feet, with powerful undercurrents.  You can't see any 

hazards in the flood water, for example manhole covers often come unstuck during flooding.  
It's difficult to gauge how deep the water is and it can be contaminated. 
 

How can you protect yourself and your home? 
You should sign-up to receive flood warning alerts – search for ‘flood warnings’ on the 

gov.uk website. 

 

There’s lots of information online to help you plan for potential flooding – search for 

‘prepare for flooding’ on the gov.uk website. 

 

The Selby District Council and North Yorkshire County Council websites have lots of 

information too, including about road closures in the area. 

 

Where can you get more help? 
If you’re at immediate risk of flooding, you should contact the police in the first instance.  

Call 101.  If it’s an emergency, please call 999. 

 

The Environment Agency Floodline has information about the latest situation – call 0345 988 

1188, or you can also call their incident line on 0800 80 70 60.  Selby District Council can be 

contacted on 01757 705101. 


