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Tadcaster Local Service Centre  
 
Tadcaster is situated in the north-western part of the District approximately 
10km south-west of York.  It is the second largest settlement in the Plan area.  
The town is situated at a river crossing point.  The A64(T) bypasses the town 
to the south.  The A659 runs north-westwards toward Wetherby and the A162 
southwards toward Sherburn-in-Elmet. 
 
The town occupies both banks of the river Wharfe and retains much of its 
historic heritage.  The character of the town derives from the variety of 
building types, heights, ages, design and materials, combined with the narrow 
streets and open spaces in close proximity to the river.  For over a century the 
town has been synonymous with the brewing industry with three breweries 
dominating the skyline. 
 
Over the past 30 years, residential and industrial development has extended 
along the principal routes leading out of the town and this has distorted the 
original compact form. 
 
The three breweries of John Smith’s, Bass North and Samuel Smith’s are the 
main employers of the town.  The main industrial areas are situated 
immediately to the west and south of the town centre and on the eastern 
periphery of the town. 
 
With the wide range of comparison shopping available at the nearby shopping 
centres of Leeds and York, Tadcaster is primarily a convenience goods 
shopping centre for people living in the town and for a small rural hinterland.  
The range of comparison goods shopping is very limited.  The town 
community facilities including a library, police station, fire station, meeting hall, 
medical centre and health centre. 
 
There are three primary schools in Tadcaster.  Secondary education is 
provided at Tadcaster Grammar School, which is located to the west of the 
town. 
 
Indoor sports are catered for at Tadcaster Sports Centre where a wide range 
of facilities is available.  Additional sports facilities are available for use by the 
public at Tadcaster Grammar School. 
 
Development potential 
The Core Strategy identifies Tadcaster as a Local Service Centre, and as 
such should accommodate a large amount of the proposed development in 
order to make the best use of its existing services and facilities.  See Page 38 
for an explanation of the map. 
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ISSUE TADCASTER 1: Town Centre 
Tadcaster is an attractive town but very few national multiples are present, 
and high vacancy rates means that the number of local independent retailers 
is also limited.  There are few supporting services, and the convenience 
goods offer is limited to one supermarket outside of the main town centre.  
The offer is far too small for its role and local population.   
 
Tadcaster could be one of the most successful market towns due to its 
attractive core environment and enviable position half way between Leeds 
and York.  Small development will create a better place for existing residents, 
but larger development will begin to attract more visitors. 
 

 
 
ISSUE TADCASTER 2: Housing 
The housing market in Tadcaster has not developed as quickly as it has 
elsewhere in the District, mainly due to a land supply issue.  Tadcaster is well 
placed to accommodate 457 houses with good links to nearby employment.   
 

 
 

ISSUE TADCASTER 2: How should the housing development be 
distributed in Tadcaster? 
 

OPTIONS: 
1) A single major site (where?) 
2) Find 5 large sites to accommodate around 100 each, OR 
3) Develop numerous smaller sites to spread the impact around the 

town, OR 
4) Develop one or two large sites of 100, and then spread the rest 

around smaller sites, OR 
5) Other option, OR 
6) Combination of options (state which)? 

ISSUE TADCASTER 1: Town Centre 
 

OPTIONS:  
1) continue as it is (do nothing), OR 
2) Plan for a shrinking town centre to concentrate footfall in a more 

compact area, OR 
3) Plan for growth across the river to link both sides more 

comprehensively, OR 
4) Plan for growth in the centre to introduce more large-format units to 

attract more national-multiples, OR 
5) Comprehensive town centre renewal, OR 
6) Other options 
7) Combination of options (state which) 
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ISSUE TADCASTER 3: Do you have any comments about the sites 
that have been put forward– not just for housing – for any use? 
(Please make sure you state the site reference number with each comment 
so we know which site you are commenting upon) 
 
ISSUE TADCASTER 4: What else is needed in the town that could be 
allocated a site, and where? (Shops/employment/recreation etc) 
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Potential primary land use Site 

Reference 
Number 

Site Name Reason for 
discounting Housing 

(Indicative 
Numbers) 

100% 
Affordable 
Housing 

Gypsy & 
Traveller 
Pitches 

Industrial Office Retail Leisure & 
Recreation 

Infrastructure 

TADC 001 Land at Roman Road  86  Yes Yes     

TADC 002 Slip Inn Farm, 
Tadcaster 

 220  Yes Yes     

TADC 003 Sports Ground, York 
Road 

 70  Yes Yes   Yes  

TADC 004 Hargarth Field,  300   Yes   Yes  

TADC 005 Land at Mill Lane  74        

TADC 006 Station Road  120        

TADC 007 London Road     Yes Yes    

TADC 008 Land East of Garnet 
Lane 

 291        

TADC 009 Council Yard, 
Tadcaster 

 18        

TADC 010 Land between River 
Wharfe and Mill Lane 

Flood Zone 
3 

        

TADC 011 Willow Farm  30  Yes Yes     

TADC 012 Land at Kelcbar Hill  154        

TADC 013 Land at Wetherby 
Road 

 385        

TADC 014 Robin Hoods Yard      Yes Yes Yes  

TADC 015 Tadcaster bus station Flood Zone 
3 

        

TADC 016 N of Auster Bank 
View 

 900  Yes      

TADC 017 Brickyards Ponds  140        

TADC 018 Barnardos Home  55        

TADC 019 East of Stutton Road  60        
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Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey with the permission of the 
controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office.  © Crown Copyright.  
Unauthorised reproduction infringes crown copyright and may 
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  Selby District Council 
100018656 
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