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ISSUE E:  Influencing the type of housing. 
Once a site is allocated for housing, it is then necessary to submit a planning 
application to set out the final layout, design and housing mix.  This is 
frequently left to the developer based on their market position, their product 
range, and what they feel they can sell in that area at that time.  The result is 
often a formulaic approach to housing and an overall limit on choice.  Policy 
CP4 in the Core Strategy requires developments to provide a mix of 
dwellings, but there may be an opportunity to control this further. 
 
With an ageing population there is growing pressure to provide housing to 
meet this need, with smaller dwellings (in terms of number of rooms), and 
convenience dwellings such as bungalows.  Further, a more specialist market 
exists that caters for retirement and ill health such as close care units, 
retirement homes/villages and warden controlled complexes.  Typically such 
schemes are built by niche developers and are isolated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSUE E:  Should the Council influence the type of housing? 
 

OPTIONS:  
1. Leave it to the market/developer in accordance with Core Strategy 

Policy CP4 
2. Allocate some sites that are only for older persons developments 

and allow niche developers to build these. 
3. Set a minimum figure on every Allocated site for a range of house 

types (Similar to the requirement for Affordable Housing) based on 
the local need in the Housing Needs Assessment 

4. Instead of demanding types of houses, require ALL development to 
be to the Lifetime Homes Standard* which creates flexibility in every 
house to adapt and change throughout the human life cycle.  This 
enables people to live in the same home all their lives and adapt the 
house easily to meet changing needs. 

5. Other options (please specify) 
6. Combine options? (please state which) 
 

*www.lifetimehomes.org.uk 


