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Supporting Selby 950
There’s a big birthday coming up for one of our most prized  
possessions. Selby Abbey celebrates its 950th anniversary 
in 2019, and we want to help you celebrate.

The district council is working with 
the Abbey, Selby Civic Society, 
the Town Council, Selby College, 
Drax Power and range of local 
groups to support a series of 
celebration events during the year 
to mark this important milestone. 
This is where you can help. 
 
Here are some of the things 
we’re already working on:

  Selby Song – getting people
 involved in creating a song
 to celebrate our town

 Celebration of St Germain - the 
 patron saint of the Abbey

 Spectacular illuminations – using  
 the Abbey as the backdrop to a  
 fantastic light show
 
Selby Abbey is such an integral part 
of the town and the community 
that we want 2019 to be a real 
community celebration.  There’ll 
be more information shortly on 
how schools, communities and 
businesses can celebrate too and 
get involved. If you have plans or 

want to be part of it, let us know: 
info@selby.gov.uk. 
 
Selby District Council has agreed 
funding to bid for Selby as one 
of the host towns for the 2019 
Tour de Yorkshire, as another way 
in which the council can support 
the Selby 950 celebrations.  We’ll 
find out later in the autumn 
if the council’s bid has been 
successful.  Full details will be 
available on our website and on 
our Twitter and Facebook feeds.

Introduction 
Welcome to this latest edition of Citizenlink, 
brought to you by Selby District Council 
and North Yorkshire County Council.

In an age when many of us get our news online, 
it’s important to remember that not everyone 
has the confidence or easy access to online 
material.  That’s why we continue to produce 
these newspapers twice a year.  We want to ensure 
you’ve got information about your services and 
how we’re investing your money in your area.

If you do like to get your news online, then 
don’t forget that you can keep up-to-date in 
lots of different ways.  Check out our websites 
– where you can access a lot of services too 
– or follow us on Twitter or Facebook.

www.selby.gov.uk 
www.northyorks.gov.uk 

 @Selbydc 
@Northyorkscc 

 Just search for Selby District Council 
or North Yorkshire County Council
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Do you want to get involved?  

Is there an event that 
you’d like to see happen?  

Could you help to 
make it happen?

What skills and experience 
could you bring to make this 
a special year for Selby?

Email us: info@selby.gov.uk
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Children and families in North 
Yorkshire receive outstanding 
support across the board, 
according to Ofsted after 
inspecting the county council’s 
children’s social care services.

North Yorkshire is the first 
and only authority nationally 
to receive an ‘outstanding’ 
grade in every category under 
a new and challenging social 
care inspection framework.

Children and families receive a 
consistent, high-quality service 
with outstanding practice in 
all teams, inspectors said. They 
praised as “ambitious and forward 
thinking” the children and 
families leadership team as well 
as the lead member and county 
council’s chief executive. They 

have “a clear oversight of practice 
and know the services well”.

Yvette Stanley, Ofsted national 
director for social care, said: “This 
is a magnificent achievement 
and one which I wanted to 
particularly acknowledge as this 
is the first time that Ofsted has 
awarded outstanding judgements 
across the board under the new 
inspection of local authority 
children’s services framework.”

Minister for Children and Families 
Nadhim Zahawi said: “I hope 
to see these ambitious and 
forward thinking approaches 
seen at the county council 
replicated across the country.”

Isabelle Trowler, England’s Chief 
Social Worker for Children and 

Families, says North Yorkshire is 
well placed to influence the rest 
of the country in national reform. 
She said: “For the last four years 
I have watched this authority 
move from strength to strength.“

County Councillor Janet 
Sanderson, Executive Member 
for Children and Families, said: 
“During their visit inspectors 
described our work as ‘gold 
dust’ and we place a high value 
on our deeply committed 
and effective workforce. 

“The quality of practice 
matters to us and there is a 
relentless focus on building 
relationships with families and 
supporting them to change.”

County “outstanding” in all 
areas for children’s social care

Maybe you were one of the lucky 
few who achieved their ‘beach body’ 
for summer, but for many of us the 
struggle goes on.  But there’s a great 
way to help keep fit and healthy 
during the autumn and winter 
months – with the Selby Parkrun.

Held every Saturday at Burn airfield, 
the Parkrun is a 5km route.  It’s 
not a race – it’s just you against 
the clock.  This means it’s a great 
way to measure your progress 
over a number of months.

You don’t even need to run.   
You can walk, jog - or even hop, if  
you really want.  You don’t have to 
reach a certain time to take part.  It’s 
your event, for you to use for yourself.

If you’ve never been before, 
you just need to register online 
before your first run.  There’s no 
commitment to do the run each 
week – just turn up when you want.

Parkrun is organised by a team 
of volunteers.  They’re always 
looking for people to help.

Find out more:  
www.parkrun.org.uk/selby 
or search on Facebook.

To become a volunteer, contact: 
selbyhelpers@parkrun.com

Investing in your leisure services
Selby District 
Council has been 
working hard with 
our partners to 
improve leisure 
services across the 
district.  Investing 
in this is one of 
the ways in which 

we’re able to make Selby district 
a great place to enjoy life. 

Continuing our partnership with 
Inspiring healthy lifestyles – the 
organisation which delivers leisure 
services in our area – we’ve 

invested in new programmes 
such as Move it Lose it, Learn to 
Swim and Health Walks. These 
programmes have helped people in 
lots of different ways – for example 
helping people to lose weight.  

We also provide services that children 
and families can enjoy together 
through our local community centres 
and Summit Indoor Adventure 
facility. We also support events 
run by others, where possible.  

The Tour De Yorkshire, the Great 
Selby Bike Ride, the Three Swans 
Sportive and the Cyclesense Tadcaster 

Sportive are all within our district 
and offer great opportunities 
to get involved in sport and to 
support local businesses too. 

Cllr Mark Crane, Leader of Selby 
District Council and executive member 
responsible for leisure services, 
explained, “Our continued work and 
investment in leisure services allows 
us to grow as a community and 
inspire each other.  

“We’ve continued to invest in our 
leisure services as it’s an important 
part of what we do and helps our area 
to be a great place to enjoy life”. 

Joining up your services  

Through our joint Better 
Together programme, the district 
and county councils continue 
to work towards providing 
seamless delivery of front line 
services to benefit people and 
communities in the Selby area. 

A major focus currently is aligning 
our transport and infrastructure 
priorities to support economic 
growth and investment.  

We are also strengthening  
our partnerships to support 
residents in living well through 
health, housing and social care. 
This will ensure that strong links 
are in place where we become 
aware of people waiting for 
discharge from care due to 
housing issues as well as earlier 
identification from the hospital 
of care issues that need to be 
addressed on discharge. We will 
also focus on improving housing 
and targeted support for older 
and disabled people and people 
with mental health needs.  

Better Together has seen 
numerous joint initiatives since 
the councils formally began 
collaborating in 2015. This has 
included sharing buildings and 
our experience and expertise to 
reduce costs. The most recent 
shared service is our legal service, 
which formally started to operate 
in April. Combining the two 
teams has enabled us to provide 
a wider range of specialist advice 
to our services and increase the 
ability to respond to increasing 
demands as we strive to provide 
better value services to you. 

Leader of Selby  
District Council,  
Cllr Mark Crane

Leader of North 
Yorkshire County 
Council, Cllr Carl Les

This summer’s care leavers at their ‘virtual school’  graduation ceremony with staff and (centre back row) Stuart Carlton,  
Corporate Director of the Children and Young People’s Service, and County Councillor Janet Sanderson, Executive Member.

Climbing facilities at the Summit Indoor Adventure

  

 

  

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

  

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

call: 01757 293 292
visit: SummitIndoorAdventure.co.uk

Fun for all the family
Whatever the Weather

School Holiday
Sport Activity Camp

For 5 to 14 year olds

BOOK A DAY
OR WEEK

call Selby Leisure Centre
01757 213 758

Leaders’  
Leader

We’re the fastest-growing area in North Yorkshire. 
That’s because we’re a great place to live, with 
fantastic villages and market towns, great 
schools, low crime, access to nature reserves 
and leisure and all within easy reach of major 
cities too.  Supporting new homes that people 
want and need is a big part of the work of our 
councils, alongside supporting new jobs and 
opportunities for people living in this area.

Delivering new homes isn’t something we 
can do alone.  We do it in lots of different 
ways.  For example, by the district council 
working with developers to bring forward 
large and small new housing sites – such as at 
Olympia Park at Barlby, where we’ve also been 
working alongside the York, North Yorkshire 
and East Riding Enterprise Partnership.  Or 
through the county council’s improvements 
to roads and schools, helping to create the 
right environment for communities to thrive.

The district council is working with the Selby 
and District Housing Trust to deliver new 
affordable properties, most recently at Riccall.  
Elsewhere, we make sure that affordable homes 
or investment in local services are included as 
part of the conditions of major developments, 
such as a new community centre at the Staynor 
Hall development on the outskirts of Selby.  
Meanwhile, the county council’s social care 
services help to keep people living independently 
in their own homes through a range of support.

Good quality homes are at the heart of our place.  
That’s why both the district and county councils 
are prioritising housing and the investment that 
helps to deliver sustainable growth for the future.
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Refill your boots 

Cafés and local businesses in Selby  
have backed a scheme to 
reduce plastic bottle use.

The district council has been  
working with an organisation called 
Refill to tackle the issue of plastic 
pollution by encouraging businesses 
and cafés to sign up to a scheme 
that promotes where reusable water 
bottles can be filled up for free.

Summit Indoor Adventure, Abbey 
Fisheries, Mister C’s, the Escapologist,  
The Hub café and NFU Mutual 
have all added their support to 
the scheme over recent weeks.

Outside Selby, Riccall Regen 
Centre has also signed up as the 
scheme’s popularity spreads.

Cllr Chris Pearson, executive member 
and lead councillor with responsibility for 
housing, health and culture, explained, 
“We’re overwhelmed by the really positive 
proactive response from Selby’s local 
business owners who’ve come forward 
and offered their support for the scheme.”

These cafés pledged their support 
when the scheme launched in June 
and are displaying the Refill stickers: 

Little Coffee House, Costa Coffee, Summit 
Indoor Adventure, The Cafe @ Selby Train 
Station, Little Miss Muffins, Chatterbox 
Community Cafe, Micklegate Tea Rooms, 
Rioco and Hope Yard Cafe.  
Further details about the scheme – 
including how to sign up – are available 
on our website www.selby.gov.uk.

Celebrating 
Selby district
We think the Selby district is a great place to live.  Right at the heart 
of Yorkshire, we’ve got a lot to shout about.  We’re not alone in 
thinking that.  We’re the fastest-growing area in North Yorkshire, 
which means for more and more people the Selby district is home.

We’re a great place to enjoy life 
because we’ve got a fantastic mix of 
market towns and picturesque villages, 
all set within beautiful countryside.  
Our area encapsulates England’s 
traditional green and pleasant land, 
but supported by 21st century 
connectivity and job opportunities.

The Selby district is a great place 
to enjoy life because our house 
prices are generally lower than many 
neighbouring areas.  You get more for 
your money here.  Our homes are also 
of great quality, offering something 
for everyone.  This means we can 
support all different types of families 
and individuals.  This helps to grow 
our local workforce and our overall 
population, which helps to support 
local retailers, services and industries.

We’re one of the safest parts of one 
of the safest counties in England.  
This means we’re a great place 
for families to grow and people 
to stay for the long-term.  It also 
helps to foster a great community 
spirit which can be found in both 
our villages and market towns.

Living here means you’ve got great 
opportunities to get out and about.  
Our landscape offers ideal country 
for walking and cycling.  We’ve got 
some fantastic nature reserves in our 
area, including Barlow Common, the 
RSPB’s Fairburn Ings and Skipwith 
Common.  Within an easy day’s reach 
we have three different national parks, 
alongside the Yorkshire Wolds and 
the world-renowned Yorkshire coast.  

Our families benefit from a top 
quality education.  We’re home to a 
leading further education college, our 
primary schools consistently perform 
well and we have a great quality 
independent school sector too.

People living in this area are well 
qualified.  A third of you are educated 
to degree level.  We’ve got great 

opportunities for apprenticeships 
and on-the-job training too, because 
of the range of industries in our 
area.  This means companies can 
recruit the skills they need within 
the local area, helping them to 
expand and grow.  We’ve got the 
highest predicted population growth 
in North Yorkshire, which means a 
growing local workforce to support 
companies who are investing in new 
jobs.  For local retailers and service 
industries, it means a growing base 
of potential customers in the area. 

Sometimes it’s easy to overlook what 
we’ve already got.  So let’s take some 
time to celebrate Selby district.

We use about 20 times as much 
plastic as we did 50 years ago, but 
by reusing and recycling it as many 
times as possible, we can reduce 
our need to create new plastic.

Despite a huge rise in recycling rates 
over the past few years, in the UK we still 
recycle only 58% of our plastic bottles. 

In your black box from the district 
council you can recycle: plastic bottles, 
including milk bottles; yoghurt pots; 
margarine tubs; ready-meal trays; 
plastic trays and fruit punnets.

The county council’s household waste 
recycling centres accept all grades 
of plastic bottles. Plastics from both 
schemes are compacted and baled 

before being sent for reprocessing. 
Plastics are sorted, shredded, washed, 
melted and made into pellets, before 
being recycled into products ranging 
from carrier bags to garden furniture.

Get drastic with plastic

For more information on plastic recycling, visit www.recyclenow.com and www.pledge4plastics.co.uk.

How development 
is supporting road 
improvements
Money from developers has 
been helping to fund road 
improvements in Selby district.

When a developer obtains 
planning permission, it is often a 
requirement that they make certain 
improvements to the highway 
to mitigate the impact of their 
development on the road network.

This is an opportunity for 
improvements to be carried out 
for which the County Council 
does not have budget available. 
Funding is allocated to sites where 
there is a history of collisions with 
personal injury and therefore 
the need to improve safety. 

Before any work is done, the 
developer must reach an agreement 
with the County Council.

Recent examples of highways 
improvements funded by developers 
in Selby district include:

 construction of a roundabout 
at the junction of the A19 
and A163 north of Barlby;

 a puffin crossing in Scott 
Road, Selby; and

 a new puffin crossing 
in Low Street, Sherburn 
in Elmet, which is to be 
constructed by developers.

 

In addition, developers propose 
to extend the shared footway and 
cycleway on the western side of Low 
Street beyond New Lane all the way 
along the site frontage to Low Garth 
Link to the north. The routes will 
give pedestrians and cyclists a direct 
link between existing and proposed 
residential estates and to the sports 
facilities to the west, Sherburn 
rail station to the north-east and 
Sherburn Enterprise Park to the east.

Popped  
up in Selby 
 
Giant plant pots, multi-coloured 
seating and a brand new stage area 
– just some of the sights in Selby this 
summer, under a scheme to brighten-
up the town.  The installations have 
been put in place by Selby District 
Council, working alongside local 
businesses through the Selby Town 
Enterprise Partnership, the Abbey 
and the Town Council.  This is to help 
attract visitors and encourage people 
to use local shops.

Council Leader, Cllr Mark Crane, welcomes the café at Selby station into the scheme.   

1.	 Use	a	refillable	water	bottle.		

2. Use a reusable cloth shopping bag. 

3.	 Carry	a	reusable	flask	for	hot	drinks.	

4. Say no to plastic straws. 

5.	 Choose	natural	fibre	clothing.

6. Go for washable cloth nappies instead of disposable. 

7.	 Swap	wet	wipes	for	a	flannel	and	water.		

8. Replace plastic milk bottles with traditional   
 reusable glass bottles delivered to your home. 

9. Buy something like a soda stream to turn tap water  
	 into	fizz	rather	than	buying	bottled	fizzy	drinks.

10. Buy loose fruit and vegetables.

plastic use

We’re on to you…
We don’t like people who dump 
their waste illegally.  No-one does.  
It’s unsightly and it costs money 
to clear it up.  When it’s dumped 
on public land, we have to meet 
that cost.  Ultimately that means 
you have to meet that cost.

When it’s on private land, then 
the landowner is responsible for 
clearing it away, which in this 
area means the cost is often met 
by our local farmers.  That was 
the case with this recent load 
of dumped waste on land at 
Stutton, near the A64 (pictured).

That’s not fair. 

We investigate every report of 
fly tipping we receive, whether 
it’s dumped on public or private 
land.  We go through the waste 
to look for evidence of who could 
have dumped it and when.  We 
do this in lots of different ways.  
We’re also not afraid to ask for 
your support to help us catch the 
culprits.  In a lot of cases we’ve 
been publicising details of fly 
tipping online on our Facebook 
page, which can lead to people 
giving us information that can help 
catch the people who’ve done it.

Fly tipping is against the law.  
Depending on what you’ve been 
dumping, you could face a hefty 
fine or even a prison sentence as 
has happened in North Yorkshire.

The councils are working with 
police, land owners and other local 
authorities in North Yorkshire to 
share information about fly-tipping 
hot spots, suspect vehicles and 
waste carriers. This is part of a joint 
initiative called Operation Eyeball.

If you have big items you need to 
get rid of, you can use the district 
council’s bulky waste collection 
service, or use the county council’s 
household waste recycling centres.

www.selby.gov.uk/bulky-item-
reuse-and-collection 
www.northyorks.gov.
uk/household-waste-
recycling-centres

to reduce



6 7Also online at selby.gov.uk and northyorks.gov.uk

Olympia Park 
progress

We expect significant progress on 
the Olympia Park site at Barlby over 
the coming months, with a detailed 
masterplan for the development 
soon to be put forward.

It’s been a long time coming, but 
that’s because the site – which 
covers a triangle of land between 
the A19 at Barlby, the railway and 
the A63 Selby bypass - offers some 
big challenges for redevelopment.  
In the past twelve months the 
district council secured a promise 
of nearly £9m from central 
government to help bring the site 
up to a standard where it can be 
developed.  This money will be 
used to build a new link road to 
the bypass and help make the 
ground ready for work to start.

Money has also come from 
the York, North Yorkshire 
and East Riding Enterprise 

Partnership, working alongside 
the county council.

Olympia Park is set to deliver 
around 1,500 new homes and 
open up significant new business 
space.  The site is huge and it’s 
seen by many as being significant 
for the whole of Yorkshire.

Making sure it’s a great place to 
live is a vital part of the proposals.  
There will be new ways of walking 
and cycling into Selby town centre 
and to and from the nearby station.  
The layout will be designed to 
make sure it’s a community in 
itself, but also with important links 
back into the town of Selby.

We expect a masterplan for the 
site to be submitted this autumn.  
From there, the district council 
will have to consider these plans 
as part of the planning process.

The first occupiers of 
the major new Sherburn2 
development have 
been announced – just 
one of several major 
development sites  
in this area.

The development is set to create around 1,500 new homes, with easy  
links to Selby station and town centre.

Business backs 
Selby district
What a summer it’s been for new 
business investment in our area.  We’ve 
had plans submitted for major new 
development at Gascoigne Wood 
alongside the railway near Sherburn.  
We’ve had confirmation of the first new 
people set to move onto the Sherburn2 
business site.  And we’ve also had plans 
submitted for a brand new ‘creative 
hub’ development at Church Fenton.

This shows huge confidence in our 
area as a great place to do business.  
And for you, that means opening 
up more jobs and opportunities.

At Gascoigne Wood, Tim Love, one 
of the Directors for the developers, 
Harworth, explained the impact 
this new investment will have, “The 
site represents a great opportunity 
to create thousands of new rail-
connected jobs.  We have spent a 
number of months working closely 
with Selby District Council, North 
Yorkshire County Council, technical 
advisors and key commercial 
agents to formulate a realistic plan 
to support these new jobs.”

At Sherburn2, local company Cromwell 
Polythene are expanding onto the 
new site, as they see their business go 
from strength-to-strength.  Managing 
Director, James Lee, said, “This is 
a sound investment for us.  We’ve 
outgrown our current premises in 
Sherburn and were looking for a 
larger building close by.  The exciting 
Sherburn2 development next door is 
just perfect, allowing us to remain in a 
superb business and logistics location 
while creating new premises to suit 
our needs.  Our move will double our 
warehouse capacity, allowing us to 
create many more new jobs and to 
continue expanding our operations.”

At Church Fenton, plans have been 
submitted to support a new ‘creative 
hub’, building on the success of 
the Yorkshire Studios already at the 
former RAF site.  Once fully up-
and-running, the site could support 
around 1,800 jobs in the creative and 
digital sector, with a knock-on benefit 
for jobs during construction, too.  

New affordable homes delivered for Riccall
A suite of new affordable homes at Riccall – being built by the Selby and District Housing Trust, in partnership with the district council – have recently been finished.

Applications for the five new 
homes for rent are being managed 
through the North Yorkshire 
Homechoice scheme.  This covers 
properties managed by the district 
council and the Housing Trust.  

The Housing Trust has determined a 
preference that these homes are made 
available to people with an existing 
local connection.  This is to support 
families and individuals from the area.

The five new homes will deliver new 
high-quality affordable properties.   
Chair of the Selby and Housing 
Trust, Cllr John Mackman, said, 
“The Trust and the Council share 
an ambition to deliver really high-
quality affordable homes for people 
in this area.  Working together 
also helps us to open up new 
opportunities to support jobs in 
the local building and construction 

industry.  The development at Riccall 
is a typical example where we’ve 
been able to support apprenticeships, 
helping young people to learn 
the skills they need to work in 
the local building industry.”

Elsewhere, other new affordable homes 
are being delivered directly by Selby 
District Council at Byram, as part of 
£22m of funding to create new homes 

for families and individuals across 
the district.  A range of properties 
have already been finished in the 
village, as well as at Eggborough. 

More information about North 
Yorkshire Homeschoice – the 
system used to allocate affordable 
properties in the district – 
can be found online: www.
northyorkshirehomechoice.org.uk. 

Investing in 
children’s  
futures
The county council is investing in 
schools in Selby district, supporting 
the demand for places in this fast-
growing part of the county.

Work has begun at Selby Community 
Primary School on a new foundation 
stage unit providing additional places 
for nursery and reception pupils.

When the project is complete 
next spring, the school’s younger 
pupils will benefit from dedicated 
new classrooms, cloaks, toilets and 
an outdoor area for learning and 
play. The county council has part-
funded the scheme, which also 
uses contributions from housing 
developers in the locality. Headteacher 
Ian Clennan said: “We have made do 
with the constraints of our 90-year-old 

 
building for a long time. It will be 
great to have a purpose-built early 
years unit where children can easily 
access both indoor and outdoor 
provision within our new state-of-the-
art facilities. We are looking forward 
to seeing the build happen through 
our school year and charting the 
progress as part of our curriculum.” 

Work is also under way at Barwic 
Parade Community Primary School 
in Selby to extend the school hall 
and reception area. This will provide 
much-needed space to the front 
of the building for pupils, staff and 
visitors to the school. The county 
council has funded the project.

Homelessness 
Support
The district council’s housing 
options team is here to support 
you.  If you’re homeless or 
threatened with homelessness 
then we can help.  

The team works hard to ensure 
that you either stay in your 
home or helps you to find 
other accommodation.  

They’re able to offer advice 
to anybody having housing 
issues, such as rent arrears, 
domestic violence, landlord 
disputes and more.

We also run a housing advice 
surgery at our customer contact 
centre in Selby.  To arrange an 
appointment, please contact our 
customer services team, which can 
help you book an appointment. 

 
The surgery is open:  
Monday 9.30am-12.30pm
Tuesday 9.30am-12.30pm
Thursday 9.30am-12.30pm

 
The housing options team also 
works in partnership with the 
county council’s health and adult 
services, children and young 
people’s services and other local 
housing support in order to deal 
with 16-25-year-olds who are 
either homeless or at risk of being 
homeless.  The young people’s 
housing solutions @ the hub is 
also based at the contact centre 
in Selby.  You’ll get help from a 
support worker who’ll offer you 
assistance to stay at home if it’s 
safe.  If it’s not safe, they’ll help you 
to find alternative accommodation.
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You could be the one to  
turn a teenager’s life around
Be yourself, take time to listen, remember there 
is support when you need it, and you could be 
the one to turn a teenager’s life around. That 
is a key message in Fostering North Yorkshire’s 
film, Fostering Teenagers, Changing Lives.

The film challenges myths around fostering 
teenagers and hears from foster carers and 
young people who have experienced care. 

Fostering North Yorkshire welcomes single 
people and fostering with us has no upper age 
limit, though you must be at least 21. We want 
to recruit foster carers from all walks of life. 
As well as huge emotional rewards, fostering 
with us brings generous tax-free payments and 
allowances, plus full support and training.

The young people we look after all come from North 
Yorkshire, so you will be giving a local teenager 
the best possible chance to turn their life around. 

View the film at www.northyorks.gov.uk/life-
foster-carer. For more information, visit www.
northyorks.gov.uk/fostering or call 01609 5346

Selby district has four libraries where you can borrow thousands of 
books, audio books and DVDs, as well as join events and activities for all 
ages and a wide range of interests and use council services.

A modern library offers IT help, 
health information, lots of activities 
for all ages, free wi-fi and more.

Selby library was refurbished 
earlier this year. Volunteers and 
staff are pictured celebrating 
its reopening in May.

Hundreds of volunteers came 
forward to manage or support 
their library when the service was 
reconfigured in April 2017 and 
now libraries in Selby district are 
run in partnership by the county 
council and community groups. 

Here’s	where	to	find	
your local library:  

 Selby: 52 Micklegate, YO8 
4EQ; selby.library@northyorks.
gov.uk, 01609 534521.

 Sherburn: Finkle Hill, LS25 6EA; 
sherburncommunitylibrary@
gmail.co; 01609 536033.

 Tadcaster: Station 
Road, LS24 9JG; 
tadcastercommunitylibrary@
gmail.com; 01609 534525.

 Barlby: Howden Road, YO8 
5JE; barlbylibraryvolunteers@
yahoo.co.uk; 01757 705458.

The supermobile library calls at 
Eggborough, Kirk Smeaton, Balne 
and Brotherton fortnightly.

There are also small 
library collections at:

 Kelfield Village Institute, 
Riccall Lane, Kelfield, YO19 
6RE, opens 10am to noon, 
first Saturday of the month.

 Riccall Village Institute, 
12 Station Road, Riccall, 
YO19 6QJ, opens Mondays, 
10am to 12.30pm, and 
Tuesday, 2pm to 6pm. 

Home library service

We can deliver books, audiobooks, 
CDs, DVDs and information to the 
homes of people who find it difficult 
to get to their library. Volunteers 
deliver books once a fortnight. You 
may be eligible for the free service 
if you cannot visit the library or 
carry books because of ill health 
or disability, or if you are a carer. 
We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too. 
To learn more, contact Selby library.

Library	at	your	fingertips

To use many library services, 
you don’t need to leave home. 
If you can go online to www.
northyorks.gov.uk/libraries, you’ll 
find a wealth of information and 
entertainment at your fingertips.

Make music!
Come and join Selby Music Centre!

The centre meets on Saturday mornings from 9am 
to 12.30pm and offers a range of ensembles for all 
children, from beginners to advanced musicians.

The centre’s ensembles perform regularly in fantastic 
venues, including Selby Abbey. Performers have taken 
part in the National Festival of Music for Youth, winning 
through to the finals in Birmingham Symphony Hall.

From choirs to jazz band, there is something for 
everybody. For full details and prices go to 
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk or email 
hannah.hebden@northyorks.gov.uk.

Selby  
Music Centre

There’s so much going 
on at your library

Sean’s story
Sean* is nearly 15. He is happiest when involved 
in sports – he loves football, regularly visits 
the gym and likes basketball and boxing, too. 
He enjoys being outdoors and sometimes 
walks the family dog in his foster home. 

He is a thoughtful boy with a good sense of humour. 
However, Sean needs help to organise his life, deal 
with his feelings and plan his future. He knows he isn’t 
always easy to live with and sometimes he pushes 
the boundaries, but he appreciates the security and 
support his foster family have given him.  
 
Sean says:  

“Being with my foster family means I can do 
ordinary stuff, which I couldn’t before. I can have 
a friend back after school or go to the gym. I 
feel like I’ve got a future now and things to look 
forward to.” 

*Name changed to protect confidentiality  
Picture posed by model

Helping groups to 
help themselves
Helping people to help themselves 
is the driving force behind 
the County Council’s Stronger 
Communities programme, and 
two of the larger projects the 
team has supported, including 
with funding, have made great 
strides forward recently.  

Tadcaster Volunteer Cars and 
Services Association has relocated 
to Fisher-More Chambers, 12-14 
Westgate. The move will allow 
the service to develop a range of 
new activities and opportunities 
for people to get together and 
provide a new base for the vital 
volunteer car scheme.  A charity 
shop, which opened in the new 
venue on 1 August, will bring in 
income to secure the future of 
the service. Keep an eye on what 
is happening as the building 
has a bit of a makeover!

Over in Sherburn in Elmet, the 
doors of the Old Girls School 
Community Centre were thrown 
open to the Community on 
Saturday, 1 September. The 
following day, the centre hosted 
the celebration following the Civic 
Service for Selby District Council 
Chairman, David Buckle, so the 
Little Teapot, the centre’s tearoom, 
is off to a very busy start. The 
centre is being run by Sherburn in 
Elmet Community Trust, which has 
built on the work of the Friends of 
the Old School, who first stepped 
forward to bring the school into 
community use.  The original 
Friends are still very involved.      

Find out more about Stronger 
Communities at www.northyorks. 
gov.uk/stronger-communities, call 
01609 532265 or email stronger.
communities@northyorks.gov.uk.

Take the Heart  
Age Test
The Selby Health Matters 
partnership is encouraging 
people to find out how old their 
heart is by taking Public Health 
England’s Heart Age Test.

Factors like high blood pressure 
and high cholesterol, as well as 
smoking, poor diet and a lack of 
exercise, can increase your risk 
of developing heart disease.

To reduce the risk of heart attack 
and stroke, Selby Health Matters 
is supporting the campaign to 
encourage adults to complete the 
One You Heart Age Test and get 
a free blood pressure reading.

The Heart Age Test tells people 
how old their heart is (in 
comparison to their physical age) 
in under three minutes. It provides 
tips on how to lower their heart 
age as well as reduce their risk 
of heart attack and stroke.

In addition to the online test, 
in Selby district there will be 

a drop-in health check at the 
Summit Indoor Adventure on 27 
September from 10am to noon 
and some pharmacies are offering 
free blood pressure checks. These 
include Boots at Market Cross 
shopping centre; Scott Road 
Pharmacy; Rowlands, Doncaster 
Road; ARC, Portholme Road; 
Barlby Central Pharmacy, The Old 
Post Office, York Road; Thorpe 
Willoughby Pharmacy, Field Lane; 
and Day Lewis, Gowthorpe. 

You can take the Heart Age test 
at po.st/HeartAge_North_Yorks.

Selby Health Matters brings 
together the district council, 
county council and health and 
community partners to increase 
the healthy life expectancy 
of people in Selby district. It 
works with local groups and 
residents to improve the health 
of the poorest fastest and to 
reduce health inequalities. 

It is now easier for parents in the Selby 
area to register their new arrivals. 
Until recently, those who had babies in York hospital had 
to register the birth with the York register office.  Births 
have to be registered in the council area where they 
occur, not where the parents live. York Hospital covers 
the Selby area. But since July, some North Yorkshire 

registrars have authority to register births on behalf of 
York and they can be registered directly in Selby.

Appointments can be made through an online diary 
at www.northyorks.gov.uk/registering-birth-your-baby. 
The website also gives information about who needs 
to attend and the questions they will be asked.

Making it easier 
to register 
births in Selby
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You can help 
to bring the 
sunshine
Last year, the county council and its 
partners launched Bring Me Sunshine, 
a strategy addressing living with 
dementia in North Yorkshire.

Now, it is asking for help to implement 
the strategy in the Selby district from 
individuals, carers and representatives of 
organisation with an interest in dementia. 

The strategy highlights issues and actions for 
change for North Yorkshire, and the county 
council is seeking help to co-produce, develop 
and implement a Selby plan that will meet 
the needs of people living in the district. 

It wants to put together a group that will meet 
regularly to focus on local actions, measure its 
performance and report its achievements. 

To find out more, email dementia@northyorks.
gov.uk or call 01609 534299. The strategy can be 
read at www.nypartnerships.org.uk/dementia.

Your Lifeline to help
“The Lifeline service has allowed 
me to live safely and independently 
and has taken the stress away from 
my family that worry about me.”

Lifeline is a call alarm support 
service. It makes it easier to 
live independently in your 
own home and offers peace of 
mind that help is on hand. 

Lifeline is an alarm system connected 
to the telephone line, which you can 
activate with a wearable pendant. 
When you need help, you press the 
button on the pendant. The alarm 
sends a message to our monitoring 
centre, which then contacts someone 
on your behalf. This could be one 
of our community support team, 
a family member, friend, a doctor 
or the emergency services.

Find out more online:  
www.selby.gov.uk/lifeline or 
call us on 01757 705101.

Universal  
Credit’s here

Universal Credit (UC) is a single 
monthly benefit that is managed 
by the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP). Since 
May anyone of working age 
needing to make a new claim, 
that will use Selby Jobcentre, 
will have to claim UC. 

Claims for UC are made online 
on the GOV.UK website. If you 
need support to claim UC 
staff at our customer contact 
centre can help.  Haven’t got a 
computer? You can access your 
UC account at the community 
hubs in Selby, Sherburn and 
Tadcaster where computers are 
available for you to use. You can 
also access your UC account 
on smartphones and tablets. 

Payments will normally be made 
once a month in arrears.  This 
means each payment will be to 
cover the weeks that have just 
gone.  You need a bank account 
to receive your payment. If 
you’re renting it’s a good idea to 
let your landlord know you are 
claiming UC. Under UC it is your 
responsibility to pay your rent 
but you can ask for the payment 
to go direct to your landlord.

For more information on claiming 
benefits in Selby district including 
Universal Credit, visit https://
www.selby.gov.uk/benefits 

Here are some useful contacts for 
more information and support if 
you need to claim Universal Credit

Website - https://www.
gov.uk/universal-credit

Telephone: 0345 600 0723. 
Textphone: 0345 600 0743.

New services support 
independent living 
The county council has commissioned Age UK Selby District to provide 
community support to help people living in Selby district stay well and 
live independently in their own homes for as long as possible.

The new contract is funded by the 
county council with a contribution from 
Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group. Support will include:

 Information, advice and 
signposting on a range of 
issues to meet people’s needs, 
including more specialist and 
targeted services, such as the 
county council’s Living Well 
service; community-based 
groups; and NHS services; 

 Social activities that help people 
make friends, reducing social 
isolation and loneliness; and

 Practical support, such as help 
with shopping, gardening 
or household tasks. 

 
County Councillor Caroline Dickinson, 
Executive Member for Public Health, 

Prevention and Supported Housing, 
said: “Helping people to stay well 
and independent in North Yorkshire 
is a priority for the county council. 
The new contract will build on the 
work we have already been doing 
through Age UK Selby District.”

Jackie Mook, Age UK Selby District 
Chief Executive Officer, said: “I would 
like to thank the county council for the 
opportunity given to Age UK Selby 
District to develop our work within the 
district. Our aims are to provide services, 
support advice and information as 
part of our prevention agenda. We will 
also work with other organisations to 
promote people’s independence, health, 
wellbeing and to connect communities 
through our volunteer navigator 
service and befriending circles.”

Be prepared 
for an 
emergency
Emergency services must prioritise those in 
greatest need, so communities may need to 
rely on their own resources to minimise the 
impact before emergency services arrive. 

Experience shows that communities that are 
prepared cope better. Numerous places in Selby have 
emergency plans using local knowledge, enthusiasm 
and information to provide an effective response. 
These include Barlow, Kelfield, Riccall, Ryther, 
Sherburn in Elmet, South Milford and Tadcaster.

And at home 
Writing an emergency plan for your family could 
help you to deal with a situation quickly and 
effectively. Take a few minutes to discuss what you 
would do and make sure you’re all prepared. 

Aim to: 

 Identity exits from your house. It’s 
good to have a few alternatives. 

 Agree meeting points in case you can’t 
return home because of an incident. 

 Create a grab bag.
 Ensure everyone knows where to find the 

stop taps for water, gas and electric. 
 Check your insurance policy is 

up to date and correct. 
 Find local radio stations you can tune 

to for information in an emergency. 
 Review your plan every few months to 

make sure everyone knows what to do. 

Your Forum, for your area
Have you got ideas 
about what would 
make your local area a 
better place to live?  

Your Community Engagement 
Forum gives you the chance to 
get more involved in decisions 
about what happens in your 
neighbourhood and to get 
the support you need to be 
part of the solution, too.

Forum meetings let you 
speak directly to the people 
who deliver local services, 
for example policing, street 
cleaning and road safety.  
The Forums have money to 
spend on supporting local 
solutions to local issues.  

Central CEF has supported 
visits to Three Hagges Wood 
by local school children, 
helped promote Selby Health 
Walks and funded an outreach 
programme by Abbey Belles. 

Eastern CEF has assisted with a 
numerous projects, including 
funding school holiday 
activities for local children, 
arts courses and a village 
defibrillator in Stillingfleet. 

Southern CEF has funded an 
outreach project taking eye 
health, sight loss prevention 
messages and visual 
awareness to 24 villages in 
their area.  The Forum has 
also helped to fund a village 
cinema club in Hambleton.

Tadcaster and Villages CEF 
has supported the launch 
of a weekly dementia 
friendly café and backed 
training for residents to 
become community energy 
ambassadors to advise 
people how to save money 
with their energy suppliers. 

Western CEF has directly 
funded a popular community 
café in Fairburn and also 
helped refurbish a charity 
shop that raises funds for an 
outstanding local nursery for 
children with additional needs. 

To find out more about 
the CEFs, visit www.selby.
gov.uk/community-
engagement-forums-cefs. 

New-look 
committee to 
discuss local 
issues with MP
Selby and Ainsty Constituency Committee will 
hold its next public meeting to consider matters 
important to local life on Friday, 5 October.

The meeting will be attended by Nigel Adams, MP for Selby 
and Ainsty, who will discuss local issues with councillors.

It is hoped this will enable local issues of regional and 
national significance to be flagged at Westminster.

Until recently, the County Council had seven area 
committees based on the county’s seven districts. This 
structure led to significant variations in the number of 
residents served by each committee and the number of 
people on each committee. To remove these variations and 
to strengthen the committees’ links to local MPs, there are 
now six committees based on parliamentary constituencies.

The committees’ mission is to improve the quality 
of life for people in their area by acting as a critical 
friend to policy makers and decision makers, enabling 
the voice and concerns of the public to be heard 
and driving improvements in public services.

Selby and Ainsty Constituency Committee has 12 members 
drawn from the electoral divisions of Escrick, Ainsty, 
Selby Barlby, Sherburn in Elmet, South Selby, Cawood 
and Saxton, Selby Brayton, Tadcaster, Osgoldcross,

Mid Selby and Pannal and Lower Wharfedale. The meeting 
will be at 9.30am on Friday, 5 October, at Community 
House, Portholme Crescent, Selby, YO8 4QQ.

Find more information about community and household plans at www.emergencynorthyorks.gov.uk.
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We’re here for you online
Both the district council and county 
council are always working to make 
it easier for you to find the services 
you need and to report problems. 

One of the simplest ways to make 
contact is online. Both councils 
continue to develop their websites 
to help you to access more 
services faster and more easily. 

You can do more and more 
online with the district council’s 
website, www.selby.gov.uk.  We’re 
creating new ways for you to 
access services online all the time. 
Recently we’ve added tabs to the 
homepage to make it really easy 
to apply for things, tell us things 
and pay for things. This includes 
online support for housing and 
benefits services, being able to 
report issues such as fly tipping or 
abandoned vehicles, or using our 
24/7 online payments system.

We’ve recently launched an 
interactive map of the district and 
we’re asking people to tell us what 
works and what we could improve. 
On this map you can find lots of 
information, including recycling and 
waste collection days, car parks and 
services such as GP surgeries. We 
aim to increase the information, so 
the map can be your one-stop shop 
for information about the place 
where you live.

The county council’s site enables 
people to create an account that 
brings numerous benefits for 
people who deal with the council 
regularly. It means updates can be 
sent to you by email, so you no 
longer need to contact the council 
to be kept up to date.  In addition: 

 you can track progress of 
reports, applications, bookings, 
payments and requests; 

 online forms are pre-filled 
with your personal details; 

 you can save partially 
completed forms and 
return to them later; and 

 you’ll help us to make savings 
by becoming more efficient. 

 
Among many handy functions 
on the county council site is a 
map of current and forthcoming 
roadworks, easily accessible school 
term dates, the ability to report a 
range of roads issues and to apply 
for and book many services. 

Visit  
www.northyorks.gov.uk 
and www.selby.gov.uk.

Don’t miss your 
chance to vote
The amount of Council Tax you pay, 
your recycling and waste collections 
and planning decisions: these are all 
things Selby District Council does 
and next year you’ll have a chance to 
have your say about the councillors 
who make decisions about them.

District and Parish Council elections 
will take place in May 2019 and you 
need to be on the electoral register 
to be able to have your say.  Over 
the summer we’ve been carrying 
out the ‘annual canvass’, to ensure 
the details we have on the electoral 
register for each household are 
correct – this is something councils 

across the country have to do to 
keep our records up-to-date. 

 It is a legal requirement for you to 
respond and you can be fined for 
not doing so. If you don’t respond, 
we have to carry out visits to your 
house and issue reminders to try 
to confirm the information we 
have. This costs the council money 
which we could spend on other 
services therefore we encourage 
you to respond as soon as possible 
if you have not already done so. 

If your details change at any 
point – you move house or the 

 
people in your household change 
for example – then you’ll need 
to let us know so we can update 
the electoral register.  That’s really 
easy to do online via www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote.  There’s lots more 
information about elections on 
www.selby.gov.uk/elections and 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk too. 

Contacts
Selby District Council  
www.selby.gov.uk  
01757 705 101  

@selbydc  
 www.facebook.com/selbydc 

North Yorkshire County Council 
www.northyorks.gov.uk  
01609 780 780  

 @northyorkscc 
 www.facebook.com/northyorkscc 

Police  
www.northyorkshire.police.uk  
Non-emergency calls 101  
Emergencies dial 999.

Health 
Non-emergency calls 111 
Emergencies dial 999. 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau  
www.citizensadvice.org.uk   
03444 111 444.

Traveline  
(independent advice about public 
transport services)  
www.traveline.info

Business support  
York, North Yorkshire and East Riding 
Enterprise Partnership  
www.businessinspiredgrowth.com  
Leeds City Region Enterprise 
Partnership  
www.the-lep.com

Parish councils  
For details of your parish council, 
check via www.selby.gov.uk.

You can contact your local councillor 
about any issue that affects you or 
the place where you live. Details of 
who your councillors are, including 
contact phone numbers or email 
addresses, can be found on the 
District and County Council websites: 
selby.gov.uk or northyorks.gov.uk.


