SELBY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14 October 2009 in Committee Rooms 1& 2, The Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby, commencing at 4.00pm.
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	Present:
	Councillor J Mackman in the Chair

	
	

	Councillors
	I Chilvers, Mrs D Davies (for S Shaw-Wright), J Deans, Mrs C Goodall, W Inness, J McCartney, D Mackay, C Pearson, Mrs S Ryder (for Mrs E Metcalfe),

	
	

	Officials:
	Head of Service – Development Services, Solicitor to the Council, Manager of Development Management, Principal Planning Officer, Trainee Solicitor and Overview and Scrutiny Coordinator.

	
	

	Also in Attendance
	

	
	

	Public
	3

	Press
	0

	
	

	330
	Apologies for Absence and Notice of Substitution
Apologies were received from Councillor J Cattanach
Substitute Councillors were Councillors D Davies (for S Shaw-Wright) and Mrs S Ryder (for E Metcalfe).


	331
	Disclosure of Interest

None



	332
	Minutes
Resolved:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 16 September 2009, subject to the following amendments, 

· Minute 246 should read ‘Planning Applications received had fallen slightly in August’ with the removal on the word ‘in’

· Minute 246 should read ‘Tony will be filling the Senior Planning Officer post’ rather than ‘filing’

· Minute 248 should read ‘if it was considered necessary to do so in exceptional circumstances’ with the inclusion of the word ‘necessary’ 

· Minute 252 should read ‘A 10 minute recess was given to allow councillors time to read the update’ with the inclusion of the word ‘time’

· Minute 252 should read ‘categorisation within the use class order’ rather than ‘with’

be confirmed as a correct record and be signed by the Chair.



	333
	Chair’s Address to the Planning Committee

The Chair informed councillors of the following issues:
· Lee O’Brien introduced as the new officer from Democratic Services dealing with the Planning Committee

· Performance
Performance continued to exceed national and local targets 

Major applications 91%

Minor applications 78%

Others 88%

The Chair thanked all staff for their efforts in achieving these performances

· Planning Application Numbers

Application numbers were down on those received during the same period in 2008 

660 in 2008

536 in 2009

Although an increased number of larger applications had been received during the course of 2009

· Staffing Update
The post of Senior Planning Officer had been accepted by Tony Wallis, currently a Senior Officer with Cheshire East, due to take up the position with Selby District Council on 9 November 2009.

· Training for Members of the Planning Committee
Highlighted training requirements for councillors in the following areas:

· Village Design Statements

· Renewable Energy

· Planning Policy Statement 22 (PPS22)
· Planning Public Access and Planning Portals

· Environmental Impact Assessments

 

	334
	Report of the Head of Service – Development Services on Drax Power Station 
The Principal Planning Officer presented the Report on Drax Biomass Fuelled Power Station to the Planning Committee and reminded councillors that Selby District Council was a statutory consultee as part of the planning process managed by the Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) as the determining authority.
The Principal Planning Officer confirmed the details of the report.
In addition to the details contained within the report, the Principal Planning Officer also confirmed the following:
· The concerns raised by Newlands Parish Council in relation to the possible increased noise and congestion on the A645. Drax confirmed to the Selby District Council and Newlands Parish Council that a rigorous Environmental Impact Assessment had returned no unacceptable impact on traffic safety, road capacity, noise or air quality.

· Drax had stressed a commitment to utilise rail transport for the majority of their biomass, with road transport being reserved for local biomass provision. £18 million had been invested in the development of a rail unloading system.
· Drainage and flood risk issues had been addressed. Verbal confirmation had been received from the Internal Drainage Board and Environment Agency that there were no further objections.

· Agreements had been reached with English Heritage and the County Archaeologists relating to the site proposals.

· Employment opportunities for the local population would be increased with construction and operational requirements of the new biomass facility. Current levels of employment at Drax were noted as being 1/3 from the local villages, 1/3 from the local towns (Selby and Goole listed as examples) and only 1/3 from further afield, such as Leeds.

· Reduced carbon dioxide emissions were explained as a positive result of the biomass usage.

· The renewable energy production from the biomass plant would be the equivalent of 460 large wind turbines and would be enough to supply 512,000 homes.

The Principal Planning Officer concluded that the principle of the development at Drax is acceptable in planning terms, in relation to residential amenity, highways, landscape, visual impact, layout, scale and design.
Councillors discussed the details laid out in the report and raised by the additional information provided by the Principal Planning Officer. These were in relation to:
· The density of traffic required to use the highways to and from the Drax facility.

· Confirmation of carbon dioxide reduction as a result of biomass usage as opposed to coal.

· The removal of the ash waste product from the site.

· Confirmation that issues of concern had been addressed by Drax.

· Clarification of the site infrastructure as detailed on the maps.

· Confirmation that the Environment Agency is the regulatory body in relation to air quality/permit to burn and that Drax had completed a successful Environmental Impact Assessment.

Resolved:

That the Recommendations set out in the report be Approved with the following additions:

1 That Selby District Council does not object to the proposed scheme for a Biomass fuelled power station with 290MW of renewable electricity generating capacity all as detailed in the aforesaid application

2 However whilst we have no objection to the proposed scheme per se, we would suggest that consideration be given to the following conditions and advisories

Conditions

1 Landscaping

2 Boundary treatment

3 Materials and colour schemes for structures

Advisories

1 Transportation

Subject to commercial considerations, it is recommended that there should be the maximum practical use of rail for the transportation of Biomass fuel. 

2 Construction disturbance

Selby District Council are concerned that construction works could have a detrimental effect on the amenity of the area.  

In order to minimise disturbance we suggest that appropriate agreements with contractors / developers are established prior to work commencing to ensure that disturbance from construction is kept to a minimum.

3 Noise

Once the power station is commissioned there is potential for the generation of industrial noise from operating plant and machinery.  We would suggest that consideration is given to the inclusion of an appropriate condition to control the level of noise at the site boundary of the new power plant 

Selby District Council also consider that the following should also be resolved prior to the granting of planning permission: 

i. The Environment Agency’s objection with regard to the Flood Risk Assessment, Sequential and Exception Tests as appropriate. 
ii. The Internal Drainage Board’s holding objection with regard to Drainage. 
iii. Nature Conservation Issues 
iv. Archaeology/Schedule Ancient Monument issues. 
v. Any other issues raised by outstanding consultation responses. 


	335
	Report of the Solicitor to the Council on Committee Procedure – Public Speaking at Planning Committee
The Chair requested that the Planning Committee agree to defer the report until technical matters could be reviewed.

Councillors requested clarification on procedural matters:

· The allowance of both Ward Councillors to speak at Planning in relation to those Wards that have 2 Councillors.

· That non-Planning committee Councillors have the role of observers rather than participants in the meeting and would be advised to sit in the public gallery.
Resolved:

That the report be deferred.

	336
	Private Session
Resolved:

That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted, the meeting be not open to the Press and public during consideration of the following items as there will be a disclosure of exempt information as defined in Section 100(1) of the Act as described in paragraphs 3 and 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.
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	Planning Enforcement Sub Group Minutes 9 September 2009
The Chair presented councillors with the minutes of a meeting of the Enforcement Sub-Group held on 9 September 2009.

Councillors requested clarification of the progress on 15 New Street and the 

Head of Service – Development Services explained that the owners intended to complete work when a new tenant was in residence.
The Chair requested that a progress report on enforcement cases would be useful for future Planning Committee meetings to demonstrate the number of cases undertaken by the Council. The Legal Officers present agreed that this would be provided in the future.
Resolved:
That the minutes be noted


The meeting closed at 5.20pm.

Planning Committee

14th October 2009


