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1. Otter Species Action Plan 
 
 

 
 
Introduction 
 
As a top predator, the otter is 
recognised as a flagship species that 
reflects the health of our rivers and 
wetlands.  
  
The otter is a key target species in the 
UK BAP with the Environment 
Agency (EA) and The Wildlife Trusts 
(WTs) as joint lead partners. 
 
National status 
 
Formerly widespread throughout the 
UK, the otter underwent a rapid 
decline from the 1950s to 1970s, 
leaving fragmented populations and 
absence from much of England. Otters 
are now returning to many areas 
through natural re-colonisation, with 
the expansion of populations from 
Scotland, Wales, north and west 
England. This has been assisted in 
some parts by re-introductions, 
however these are now not thought to 
be appropriate in the light of national 
survey results indicating natural 
expansion. The fourth national survey 
took place between 2002 to 2004 and 
34% of sites surveyed were positive 
for otter, an increase from the previous 
survey. 
 

Regional status 
 
Historically otters were found 
throughout Yorkshire but by the 1980s 
were lost from most of the county.  
Increases in evidence of otter activity 
have been recorded by the Yorkshire 
Wildlife trust (YWT) on the lowland 
stretches of the Rivers Wharfe, Swale, 
Nidd and Ouse in North Yorkshire, and 
more recently on the Don, Aire and 
Calder. A small breeding population 
exists on the River Ure as well as the 
River Hull in East Yorkshire. The 
Rivers Derwent and Esk were the 
subject of a successful otter release 
programme by the Vincent Wildlife 
Trust and English Nature in the early 
1990s. It is hoped that these breeding 
populations will provide a source of 
otters for neighbouring catchments. 
 
Local status 
 
it is currently not known if the otter 
breeds in the District. The majority of 
recorded otter activity is on the lower 
Derwent and the Wharfe. There is 
some evidence of activity on the Aire 
and Went, with otters possibly resident 
in the Lower Aire. The Ouse and the 
Selby canal act as the main corridors 
linking the other river systems.  
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Otter (Lutra lutra) Baseline 
distribution map, 2003. 
 

 
 
Legal status 
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sub-
ed as globally threatened 

n the Red Data List (Joint Nature 
onservancy Committee, 1996). 

he otter is listed on Appendix I of the 
n on International Trade in 

ndangered Species, Annex II of the 

IV 
(EC/92/43).  It is classified by the 

Con
‘vu
end
pop

 

 
 

tly 

 f prey, which may be 
ity, 

ge. 
 t. 

ath, particularly on 
roads, and in traps. 

t affecting rivers and 
bankside habitat. 

 

 
 
Req
 
  of 

s used by otters and the 
ailability 

g main 
rivers, becks, ditches, ponds, lakes, 

nd wetlands. 
graphical 

 
 is 

 

pments and recreational 

 

allow consolidation and expansion 

 
The otter is listed under two schedules
of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 
1981. Schedule 5, makes it an offence 
to intentionally or recklessly kill,
injure, take or sell the animal or pa
of it, or to damage, destroy o
access to its resting places. Schedul
restricts certain methods of killing 
taking or injuring. The European 
species is list
o
C
 
T
Conventio
E
Bern Convention and Annexes II and 

of the EC Habitats Directive 

International Union for the 
servation of Nature (IUCN) as 

lnerable’ due to the declining or 
angered status of many of its 
ulations. 

 
 

 

Threats 

Pollution, impacting both directly 
on individual otters and indirec
on food supply. 
Lack o
affected by reduced water qual
poor in-channel and bank habitat 
management and flow regimes 
affected by land draina
Degraded bankside habita

 Accidental de

 Developmen

 Access and recreational 
disturbance, particularly an issue 
for breeding sites but also affects 
watercourses where bankside 
habitat is poor and human activity 
high. 
Otter predation at fish farms.  
There may be a conflict of interests 
where fish-farm management fails 
to take recommended 
precautionary measures. 
Persecution. 

uirements 

The linear nature of the majority
the habitat
limiting factor of food av
within that habitat means that otters 
can have very large home ranges. 
A male otter may use up to 40km 
of watercourse, includin

riverside woodland a
This use of a wide geo
area and habitat type range means
that a catchment-wide approach
essential to otter conservation. The
needs of otters should be taken into 
account when planning 
develo
facilities. 
Safeguard existing otter 
populations in Selby District, and 
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on (NOT 
uctions). 
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through natural colonisati
through introd

 
in requirements are: 
Plentiful food supply, 
predominantly fish (often minor 

ut 

 

 turbed breeding sites

species such as bullheads), b
amphibians and crustaceans may 
be seasonally important, as well as 
the occasional small mammal or
bird. 
Secure undis , 
with associated food resource, are 

e to establish 
and maintain sustainable 

 

essential if otters ar

populations. 
Secure undisturbed lying-
up/resting sites. One site is needed
approximately every kilometre of 
watercourse. 

 

 Clean water. Water quality 
sufficient to support food supply 
and without pollutants which may 
accumulate in otter tissues and 
impact on breeding and/o
expectancy. 

r life 

Cu
 

WT plays the major part in 
l 

 

lated 
te 
oint 
r 

 National surveys undertaken every 
 the last one carried out 

by WTs. 
  
 Conservation management led by 

uding involvement 
by Yorkshire Water, EA, FWAG, 

e gency, 
lan

 

 P and 

 
Opportunities 

 

rs And 

 

 itat work for otters  has 
been undertaken on agreement land 

es and 
will be available under the 

 in 
005, if the otter is named as a 

target species in the Defra targeting 

hat you can do to help: 

 Research into road mortality, 
funded by EA nationally with
WWP as official first contact. 
Collation of records by WW
the regional data centre, NEYEDC.  

 
Project delivery through the Water 
for Wildlife Project (WWP), 
formerly the Yorkshire Otte
Rivers Project, (YOARP), 
delivered by the Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust (YWT), if funding can be
secured. 
Specific hab

under current CSS schem

proposed Environmental 
Stewardship schemes due to start
2

statement.. 
 
W

 
rrent local action 

 
Report otter sightings or dead otters as 
promptly as possible to YWT or the 

 Y EA. 
delivering the UK BAP on regiona
and local levels. YWT advise on 
and carry out habitat enhancement;
advise and comment on wider 
otter, river and wetland re

 
Keep to marked footpaths along rivers 
and keep dogs on leads near water. 
 
Use water wisely and use 'green' 
cleaning proissues; carry out and co-ordina

otter and habitat surveys; is a p
of contact for otter records, otte

ducts. 
 
UK BAP targets. 

since 1960. 
 
Objective 
 
A stable, resident, breeding otter 

nt at carrying 

issues and co-ordinates  
information. 

 
Maintain and expand existing 
populations. By 2010 restore breeding 
otters to all catchments and coastal 
areas where they have been recorded 

seven years,

WWP and incl

R gional Development A
downers and farmers. populations to be prese
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tributaries in Selby District by 2014. 

Ten year targets 
 

capacity throughout all rivers and 

 

No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Increase distribution of both breeding and non-breeding otters. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
In reviewing Environmental Stewardship sch
targets, ensure they identify key habita

eme 
ts for otters 

1 RDS 
(Defra), 

1 

and include incentives for wetland habitat 
enhancement. 

RDA, 
FWAG, 
YWT 

Ensure that otter requirements are incorporated into 
Deposit Draft Selby District Local Plan (1997), as 
amended by modifications and that they are taken 

to account when considering all planning 
otters. 

2 1 

in
applications, which may affect 

SDC, EA, 
YWT 

Ensure that otter requirements are incorporated into 
 the 

t. 

 A, YW, 

Highways 

YWT 

 
the policies and plans of organisations (other than
District Council), operating within Selby Distric

3 E
YWT, BW, 
IDBs, 

Agency, 

1

    
Protection and management    
    
Identify potential sites for habitat enhancement. 4 YWT, EA 1 
Undertake habitat enhancement works on sites 
throughout Selby District. 

5 YWT, EA 1 

Identify potential or actual breeding sites and secure 
agreement for protection. 

6 
 

N,  YWT, E 1 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Determine baseline information on otter activit
habitat su

y and 
itable for breeding where this does not 

lready exist in the Selby District. 

7 1 

a

YWT 

Identify actual and potential black spots for road and 
il deaths and introduce  mitigation where 

 WT, 
ighways ra

appropriate. 

8 Y
H
Agency, 

1 
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NYCC 
Continue to send otter casualties to University 
College Wales in Cardiff for post mortem and 
analysis. 

9 YWT, EA, 

RSPCA 

1 
Police, 

    
Advisory    
    
Provide information on otter requirements to key 
groups, especially farmers, riparian owners
managers, anglers and developers as appropriate. 

 and 
A 10 YWT, E 1 

Promote the use of carefully sited cage (live) traps for 
tion, Country 

andowners Association and landowners, to 
inimise the risk of otters being caught and killed or 
jured in traps. 

11 YWT,  1 
mink to the Gamekeepers Associa
L
m
in
Provide advice Local Planning Authorities to ensure 
otter mitigation is included in all relevant 
developments, especially new and re-developed road 
schemes, following Highways Agency guidelines. 

12 YWT,  1 

Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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2. Water Vole Species Action 
Plan 
 
 

 
 
Introduction 
 
The water vole was formerly common 
along the banks of rivers, streams, 
canals, ditches, dykes, lakes and ponds 
throughout mainland Britain.   
 
The water vole is a priority species in 
the UK BAP with the Environment 
Agency (EA) identified as the lead 
partner. 
 
During the 20th century the water vole 
has declined significantly in numbers 
and distribution, leaving populations 
scarce and fragmented in the north and 
west and strongest and most 
widespread in southern and eastern 
Britain. 
 
The establishment of the American 
mink is a major factor in the decline. 
Due to the similarity in size water 
voles cannot escape predation by 
sheltering in their burrows. 
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National status 
 
Two national surveys carried out by 
the Vincent Wildlife Trust in 1989-
1990 and 1996-1998 have shown that 
this decline has now developed into a 
serious population ‘crash’ with a 
further loss of 60% of the occupied 
sites between 1990 and 1998. 
 

Regional status 
 
The water vole population in Yorkshire 
has crashed by 97% from previously 
occupied sites between 1990 and 1998. 
 
Local status 
 
Some records exist for the District, 
especially on the Derwent and Ouse 
sub-catchments. However, there have 
not been any systematic surveys so the 
current status is unclear. Reports from 
Selby Dam in 2003 need verification. 
 
Water Vole (Arvicola terrestris) 
Baseline Distribution map, 2003. 
 

 
 

egal status L
 
Since 199
imited le

8 the water vole has received 
gal protection under Schedule 

 o

e
dam
any structure or place which water 
voles use for shelter of protection; 
Dis

n
c ction to 
e animal itself. 

l
5 f the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) in respect of 
Section 9(4) only. This makes it an 
off nce to intentionally or recklessly: 

age, destroy or obstruct access to 

turb water voles while they are 
usi g such a place. A recent review has 

ommended giving full protere
th
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 tats. 
 

 

 development, 

 

 

 
  

ess than 

me 
 

 g 
 in summer. 

ing 
with 

a stepped or steep bank (usually 
n bare). 

 Dense stands of herbaceous 

e less suitable. 

an 
t than 

 

 

stem. 

Cu
 

s every seven years 
undertaken by Vincent Wildlife 

ru
Co
regional data centre, NEYEDC. 

e advice on habitat 
enhancement; advising and 

 and 
ed issues; carrying out 

surveys; point of contact for issues 
ter voles. 

 Some conservation management 

e 
 

 
Op
 
 There are a large number of ditches 

vide 
potential for expansion. 

get 

onservation 
options will be available. 

 can do to help: 

 
 
Threats 

Loss and fragmentation of habi
Predation by the American mink. 
Disturbance and destruction of 
riparian habitats by
unsympathetic water course 
management and recreational 
activities. 
Poisoning with rodenticides, due to 
confusion with brown rat. 

Requirements 

Conditions preferred include slow
flowing watercourses, l
three metres wide, around one 
metre in depth and without extre
fluctuations in water level. Canals
are also favoured. 
Permanent water is essential durin
low flow periods

 Shore type required for burrow
is predominantly earth or clay 

vegetated rather tha

vegetation provide cover. Sites 
excessively shaded by shrubs or 
trees ar

 Water meadows and expanses of 
wetland with tussocks of grass, 
sedge, rush or common reed c
provide a more secure habita
linear features in terms of refuge
from predators. 
Protection of wetland habitat 
through the planning sy

 
rrent local action 

commenting on water vole
wetland relat

affecting wa

undertaken by organisations 
including YWT, EA, Yorkshir
Water, FWAG, IDBs and
landowners. 

portunities 

in the District, which pro

 If water vole is selected as a tar
species for the Environmental 
stewardship Scheme, c

 
What you
 
Report water vole sightings to the 
North and East Yorkshire Ecological 
Data Centre (NEYEDC). 
 
Avoid pouring toxic chemicals down 
the drain. 
 
 
UK BAP targets. 
 
Maintain the current distribution and 

 
estore water voles to their former 

bjective 
 
To identify remaining water vole 
populations in Selby District and to 
increase the number of water voles 
through habitat expansion, creation 

evel. 
 

abundance.
R
widespread distribution, using the 
Vincent Wildlife Trust survey of 
1989/90 as a baseline, by the year 
2010. 
 
O

 National survey

T st. 
 llation of records by YWT and and management, to the 1997 l

 YWT giv
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r targets 
 
Five yea

No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Increase the distribution of water vole as recorded on the baseline ma . p
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
Ensure that water vole requirements are 
incorporated into the Deposit Draft Selby District 

by modifications 
nd that they are taken into account when 

ds. 

1 SDC 1 

Local Plan (1997), as amended 
a
considering all planning applications affecting 
rivers and wetlan
In developing Environmental Stewardship Scheme 
targets, ensure conservation options for water vole.  

  2 RDS Defra, 1 

    
Protection and management    
    
Secure, with landowners, the protection of key 3 YWT 1 
water vole sites. 
Undertake habitat enhancement to allow population 
xpansion. 

4 YWT, EA 1 
e
Promote best practice in riparian management.  A, YWT, 

B. 
 5 E

ID
1

Ensure water voles are not destroyed or disturbed 
as part of pest control programmes. 

6 YWT 1 

Control mink where water vole populations are 
threatened. 

7 Landowners  1 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Verify status of water vole at Selby Dam 8 YWT, 1 

NEYEDC 
Carry out survey work to determine water vole 
population status and subsequently monitor 
olonies. c

9 YWT 1 

Carry out survey work on main watercourses. 0 A  1 E 1
Record mink presence whilst surveying for water 1 A, YWT  
voles. 

1 E 1

Identify areas where mink are present. 12 YWT 1 
Seek advice on effective mink culling, including 13 NYCC 1 
timing and extent. 
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Advisory    
    
Provide information on water vole requirements to 

 
4 A, YWT  

key groups, especially farmers, riparian owners and
managers, and developers as appropriate. 

1 E 1

Provide advice to ensure water voles are given 
consideration in all relevant developments.  pers. 

15 YWT, 
Develo

1 

    
Communications and publicity    
    
Use water vole as a flagship species for promotion 
of good riverside and wetland management. 

16 EA 1 

Sharing of water vole and mink data. 17 NEYEDC, 
YWT 

1 
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3. Great Crested Newt Species 
Action Plan 
 
 

 
 
Introduction 
 
The great crested newt is Britain’s 
largest newt growing up to 16 cm long. 
It has a dark upper body often speckled 
with tiny white spots. The underside is 
orange or yellow with black blotches, 
to warn predators that it is toxic. The 
skin has a warty appearance given the 
animal its alternative name, the warty 
newt. The male develops a prominent 
crest when breeding. Although 
dependant on ponds for breeding, adult 
newts may spend much of the year on 
land and will spend the winter 
hibernating in a sheltered, frost-free 
nook, often underground. They will 
however remain within 500m of their 
breeding site. 
 
Although the species has experienced a 
decline in recent years, Britain still 
supports one of the largest populations 
in Europe, where it is threatened in 
several countries. In suitable 
conditions, populations can increase 
quickly. 
 
It is a UK BAP priority species. 
 
National Status 
 
The great crested newt is widespread 
in Britain. It has been estimated that 
there are around 18,000 ponds in 
Britain supporting populations of the 
animal, but only 3,000 sites have been 

confirmed. In Lowland England and 
Wales the species may be locally 
numerous, but it is absent from Devon 
and Cornwall and from Northern 
Ireland. It is local in Scotland, with an 
estimated population of 1,000 
individuals. The species is declining 
and the annual loss of colonies has 
been put at 0.4 to 2%. Assuming 
18,000 populations, then between 72 
and 360 are being lost each year. 
 
Regional Status 
 
Great crested newts have a widespread 
distribution within the region with 
some areas supporting significant 
populations. 
 
Local Status 
 
Some records exist for the District, 
however, there have not been any 
systematic surveys so the current status 
is unclear. Possibly widespread in the 
District. 
 
Great Crested Newt (Triturus 
cristatus) Baseline distribution map, 
2003. 
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under national and international 

pro  and 

the
Act 2000 and the Conservation 

atural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 

 deliberately capture or kill great 
d newts. 

 deliberately disturb great crested 

 gs of 

 
 a great crested 

 
A license is required from Defra, for 

cre
 
Th

 
strial habitat by 

development; sometimes 
 due to their presence 

being unknown.  
ne 
ff 

  the value of breeding 
e 

  or 
s the viability of 

 
Req

  breeding ponds 
l 

 

itches, 
 tanks and larger 

 

ing established. 
 Clear water of high quality in 

 Variety of aquatic vegetation. 

reat 

 

 Good quality habitat comprises 
ocky pastures, open 

woodlands and derelict industrial 

 
Cu

 considers 
presence of newts when 

ions 
and developers are advised to 
undertake great crested newt 

hanging land use. 

 
  to 

rder to 
ulation. 

Wh

Legal Status 

Great crested newts receive protection

legislation. In the UK they are 
tected by the Wildlife

Countryside Act 1981, as amended by 
 Countryside and Rights of Way 

(N
1994. It is an offence (with certain 
exceptions) to: 
 

creste

newts. 
deliberately take or destroy eg
great crested newts. 
damage or destroy a breeding site 
or resting place of
newt. 

proposals likely to impact on great 
sted newts or their habitat. 

reats 
 

The loss of breeding ponds and 
adjacent terre

inadvertently

 Sites are threatened by water-bor
pollution from industry and run o
from roads. 
A decline in
ponds through neglect, insensitiv
management and natural 
succession. 
Fish stocking whether licensed
illegal, threaten
populations. 

uirements. 
 

Relatively large
(50 – 750 sq m) - typically wel

established ponds in a farmed 
landscape. 
Breeding ponds include disused 
brick pits and other aggregate sites, 
small reservoirs, canals, d
water supply
garden ponds. 
Small seasonal ponds prevent 
predatory fish populations 
becom

breeding pond. 

 Good quality terrestrial habitats 
close to breeding pond. G
crested newts require large areas 
for foraging. A hectare of land
supports up to 250 adult 
individuals. 

gardens, tuss

sites. 

rrent local action 
 
 Local planning authority

determining planning applicat

surveys when c
 
Opportunities 

Creation of new ponds close
known breeding sites, in o
expand the pop

 
at you can do to help: 

 
Create a fish free, wildlife pond. 
 
 

K BAP targets. 

 100 re-colonisations to offset 
cluding new ponds to 

offset losses due to neglect. 

U
 

losses, in
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 to 
ew ponds. 

 Maintain the range, distribution 

pop

Expand the great crested newt 
population by working with 
planners, developers and land 
managers to protect existing and 

ew breeding ponds and 
foraging habitat. 
 

ive year targets 

 Prevent site loss through 
development. 

 Restore populations to 100 
unoccupied sites each year 1998

 
Objectives  
 

2002, creating n

and viability of existing 
ulations. create n

 
 
F
 
N . o Biodiversity target 
1 Increase the distribution of great crested newt. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and Legislation    
    
Local Planning Authority to require great crested newt 

ing applications likely 
 impact on known newt sites or appropriate habitat. 

 DC, 
YCC 

 
survey information for all plann
to

1 S
N

1

Appropriate mitigation to be included for any 
developments likely to impact upon great crested new
or their habitat. 

ts 
2 SDC,  1 

    
Protection and Management    
    
Promote favourable management of known sites
offering management ad

 by 
vice to all landowners and 

dvocating appropriate agri-environment and grant 

3 EN, FWAG, 
Defra 

1 

a
schemes. 
Promote favourable habitat creation in locations close 

dvice to 
gri-

hemes. 

 N, FWAG, 
a 

 
to existing colonies, by offering management a
all landowners and advocating appropriate a
environment sc

4 E
Defr

1

    
Research and Monitoring    
    
Develop a trained volunteer survey force and 

onservation. 
management advice for great crested newt 
c

5 EN 1 

    
Future research and monitoring     
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ndertake surveys of under recorded areas.  EYEDC  U 6 N 1
Compile all records and send to NEYEDC. 7 NEYEDC 1 
    
Communications and Publicity    
    
-    
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4. Tansy beetle Species Action 
Plan 
 
Introduction 
 
The tansy beetle is a sedentary leaf 
beetle, growing up to 1cm in size. It 
has iridescent green and bronze 
colouration and chiefly feeds on the 
plant tansy. Insects in the UK have 
never been recorded flying. Its life 
cycle may be well adapted to seasonal 
flooding of the River Ouse, but it 
appears to be susceptible to un-
seasonal flooding events. 
 
The Selby BAP has a national 
responsibility to conserve this species. 
 
National status 
 
Formerly more widespread in Britain, 
the species has become extinct over 
much of its range. The Vale of York 
population is now the species’ 
stronghold. 
 
Regional status 
 
Tansy beetle occurs along the Ouse 
riverbank, with the majority of 
populations occurring in the City of 
York. Its northern distribution ends 
just north of Nether Poppleton and its 
southern boundary is south of Ricall.  
It is not found on the River Wharfe 
which joins the Ouse near Cawood, nor 
on the River Derwent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tansy Beetle (Chrysolina graminis) 
Baseline distribution map, 2003. 
 

 
 
Local status 
 
In Selby the tansy beetle occurs in the 
District along the eastern bank of the 
River Ouse as far south as Ricall at 
approximately SE 620358.  
 
Legal status 
 
None. 
 
Threats 
 
 Grazing and trampling of tansy by 

livestock. 
 Trimming of vegetation at the 

wrong time. 
 Encroachment by invasive non-

native plants, especially Himalayan 
balsam, Japanese knotweed and 
giant hogweed. 

 Herbicide applications on its food 
plant, where mistaken for common 
ragwort. 

 Insecticide drift from arable sites. 
 Un-seasonal flooding. 
 Bank erosion. 
 Engineering works. 
 Specimen collection. 
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Requirements 
 
 The ecology of this species and its 

rapid national decline is little 
understood. Its chief food plant 
tansy, is widespread in a variety of 
seemingly suitable locations where 
the beetle is absent, and cannot 
therefore be the limiting factor. 

 The species would benefit from 
being upgraded by the JNCC to 
Red Data Book status. Its long-
term decline could warrant RDB1. 

 Favourable management of river 
bank. 

 
Current local action 
 
 The species is being extensively 

studied by the Department of 
Biology at the University of York. 
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 The insect has been successfully 
bred in captivity in order to study 
its ecology. 

 Tansy has been planted in habitat 
adjacent to known populations, on 
sites owned by the City of York 
Council.  

 
Opportunities 
 
 Tansy is locally common along the 

R. Ouse, giving scope for re-
introductions. 

 Habitat for this species can be 
easily managed. 

 Public rights of way allow for easy 
surveying. 

 
 
Objective 
 
To maintain all existing populations 
of tansy beetle in the Selby District 
and to increase its distribution, 
along both banks of the River Ouse.

 

Five year targets 

No Biodiversity targets 
1 No loss of any population. 
2 Manage 10km of riverbank on the River Ouse for tansy beetle. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
When consulted by the JNCC on the grading of 
invertebrates, recommend that tansy beetle is 
upgraded to Red Data Book listing. 

1 NYCC 1 

    
Protection and management    
    
Any flood defence, drainage or other engineering 
works (including bridge works) to take account of 
tansy beetle requirements. 

2 EA, IDB, 
NYCC 

1,2 
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1,2 Identify landowners and establish agreements to 
fence off appropriate sections of riverbank which 
include patches of tansy, to protect from grazing 
livestock 

3 NYCC 

Avoid the use of herbicides, along riverbanks 
(including public rights of way), in areas where 
tansy grows and the beetle does or could occur. 
Manage vegetation by manual cutting instead. 

4 NYCC 1,2 

Control spread of invasive alien plant species from 
key lengths of riverbank. 

5 EA, EN, 
NYCC 

1,2 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Research and report on the ecology of the species. 6 University of 

York 
1,2 

Organise within Selby District, the survey of both 
banks of the River Ouse, Wharfe and any 
appropriate tributaries, for both tansy and tansy 
beetle. 

7 University of 
York, NYCC 

1,2 

Maintain a database of tansy beetle records. 8 NYCC 
NEYEDC 

1,2 

    
Advisory    
    
Produce guidance on vegetation cutting for 
footpaths, riverbanks and drains. 

9 
 

NYCC 1,2 

    
Communications and publicity    
    
Communicate the distribution pattern of tansy 
beetle to engineers of appropriate agencies. 

10 NYCC 1 

Prepare and distribute an advice sheet on the 
identification of tansy compared to common 
ragwort. 

11 NYCC 1 
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5. Dingy skipper butterfly Species 
Action Plan 

 
Introduction 
 
The dingy skipper butterfly is a small well-
camouflaged brown and grey butterfly and is 
asily overlooked. The buttere fly is in flight 

ntil the end of June but can 
em id-April if the weather is 

n 
ith 

 
or 

h as 
and rides, heathland, disused 
railway lines, railway track 

olonies. It has declined in many areas. The 
species has been given a medium priority by 
the society Butterfly Conservation (BC). 

Regional status 
 
The dingy skipper is found mainly on the 
southern edge of the North York Moors but is 
also found on the Yorkshire Wolds, the most 
outherly site being on the Hudson line at 

Kiplingcotes railway station. It is apparently 
absent from the Pennines and Holderness. 

 

Local status 
 
The butterfly is well known from Bolton 
Percy old railway station yard. It has also 
been recorded at suitable sites adjacent to the 
railway line between York and Bolton Percy 
and is likely to be thinly distributed. 
 
Dingy Skipper (Erynnis tages) Baseline 
distribution map, 2003. 
 

from early May u
erge as early m

sufficiently warm. The butterfly is often see
basking on bare ground and rests at night w
its wings held over its body in a moth-like 
fashion, unlike all other butterflies, which rest
with their wings closed. Typical habitats f

is species include open sunny areas sucth
downland, woodl

uarries, disused q
verges and brownfield sites.  
 
National status 
 
The dingy skipper is widespread in Britain 
but is very localised and occurs in small 
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c

 

s

 

 
 
Legal status 
 
None. 
 
Threats 

 Scrubbing over of sites leads to loss of 
early successional vegetation and bare 
ground. 

 
Req
 

. 
 Abundant food plant – bird’s-foot trefoil. 
 Taller vegetation for resting. 

 The Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union (YNU) 
maintains records of Lepidoptera and BC 

 

 Habitat fragmentation. 

uirements 

 Sparse grass sward with patches of bare 
ground

 
Current local action 
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specifically maintains records for 
butterflies. 
Regular searches by YNU members since 
194

 

Objective 
 
To establish the butterfly’s distribution 
and increase its distribution.

ive-year targets 
 

 
5. 

 
F

No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain the one population of dingy skipper. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
    
Protection and management    
    
Continued management of scrub at known site. 1 WT  Y 1
Identify likely sites where dingy skipper could establish naturally, 
establish land ownership and organise or oversee specific 
management. 

habitat 
2 NYCC 1 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Identify suitable habitat in the District where dingy skipper could 
ccur and organise surveys using Butterfly Conservation 

 NYCC  
o
volunteers or other experienced individuals. 

3 1

Seek advice on dingy skipper re-introductions from Butterfly 
onservation and EN. 

4 NYCC  
C
    
Advisory    
    
Liase with Butterfly Conservation to produce guidance on habitat 
management favourable to dingy skipper. 

 YCC  5 N 1

    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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6. Pillwort Species Action Plan 
 

 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Pillwort is endemic to western Europe, 
where it is considered to be declining 
throughout its range. It is an aquatic 
fern, which favours three distinct habitat 
types – open water with soft mud, mud 
at the edge of lakes and wet and sandy 

ollows in well-trampled dunes and 
heaths. It is a UK BAP priority species.  

s status is threatened by natural 

ational status 

llwort has declined from 230 UK 
1900 to 90 by 1970.  

Regional status 
 
In Yorkshire, pillwort has been recorded 

om 17 sites in four vice counties, but at 
only four sites since 1990. 
 

 
  

Local status 
 
There is a run of records from Skipwith 
Common, from 1874 to 2000, although it 
has not been recorded in recent years. 
 
Pillwort (Pilularia globulifera) 
Baseline distribution map, 2003. 
 

h

It
changes such as shading and nutrient 
input from leaf litter and vegetational 
succession.  
 
N
 
Pi
locations in c.
 

fr

 

 
 

egal status 
 

rotected from up-rooting by the 
. 

Th
 
  

getation. 

equirements 
 
 Water pH level greater than 5.5. 
 As an opportunist requires bare 

ground, particularly that associated 
with falling water levels in pools and 
ponds, in order to colonise and 
thrive. 

L

P
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)
 

reats 

At known site, competition from
other ve

 
R
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Cu
 

which is currently undergoing extensive 
con . 
 

pportunities 

 Re-creation of suitable habitat 

end or re-
introduce the population. 

 Ensure that the Skipwith Common 
ent plan contains 
plant. 

What you can do to help: 

rrent local action 

The only known site is within a SSSI, 

servation management

O
 

through management, at Skipwith 
Common SSSI to ext

SSSI managem
actions for this 

 
 

 

Ensure that non-native pond plants are 
not put into wild ponds. 
 
 
UK
 
 

ites. 
easibility of re-

hing at lost sites where 
conditions appear to be favourable. 
Establish an ex situ population to 
create a reserve population. 

 
To maintain a population of pillwort 
on at least one site in Selby District. 

  
 

rgets 

 BAP targets. 

Maintain the range and enhance the 
total UK population. Facilitate 
natural colonisation of new s
Examine the f
establis

 
Objective 

Five year ta
 
No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain one population of pillwort. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
-    
    
Protection and management    
Increase the number of suitable sub-sites at Skipwith 
Common SSSI. 

1 EN 1 

Agree specific action points for inclusion in the 
kipwith Common SSSI management plan. These S

should include protection of
uality. 

 water levels and water 
q

2 EN 1 

Follow up management plan recommendations. EN 3 1 
Re-introduce if lost at Skipwith Common SSSI EN 4 1 
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Research and monitoring    
    
Organise, with the YNU or other experts, to re-survey 
suitable habitat on Skipwith Common. 

5  EN 1 

Gather information on known site requirements for 
pillwort. 

6 EN 1 

Monitor water pH.  N  7 E 1
If the re-introduction of pillwort is deemed necessary, 

ek agreement and advice, and prepare an 
plementation plan. 

 N  
se
im

8 E 1

    
Advisory    
    
-    
    
Communications and publicity    
    
Liaise with lead partners regarding habitat 
requirements, management advice and re-introduction 
schemes (if appropriate). 

 EN 1 9

Liaise with Environment Agency and Internal Drainage 
Boards, regarding the protection of the water resource at 
Skipwith Common. 

10 
 

EN 1 
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Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

ylindrical whorl snail (Truncatellina 7. Cylindrical Whorl Snail 
Species Action Plan 

 
The Cylindrical whorl snail is a tiny 
snail that is associated with dry 
calcareous grassland, old walls and rock 
outcrops. It is considered to be on the 
verge of extinction in Great Britain. It is 
classified as a Red Data Book species 
(RDB2 Vulnerable). The Selby BAP has 
a national responsibility to conserve this 
species. 

National status       
 
It has been recorded from just three sites 
in the last 50 years. It was previously 
known from 20 sites. 

Regional status 

Known from four sites in Yorkshire in 
the nineteenth century, but now only 
known from one Selby locality. 
 
Local status 
 
Recorded form the Went Valley at 
Brockadale SSSI since 1851. 
Rediscovered at this site in 1975, since 
when there has been around ten records, 
the last being a dead individual in 1997. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

C
cylindrica)  Baseline distribution map 
2003. 
 

 
 
Legal status 
 
No legal protection. 

 

 

Requirements 

 estone outcrops. 
 South facing rock faces. 
 Thin, dry, friable soil. 

 
Current local action 
 
 Brockadale SSSI is a Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust (YWT) site. The 
management plan is being updated, 
taking this species fully into account. 

 Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union (YNU) 
involved in comprehensive survey in 
2003. 

 
hreats T

 
 Lack of knowledge of ecological

requirements. 
Microhabitat deterioration through 
neglect or mismanagement. 

 

 
Magnesian lim
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 Conservation agencies may re-grade 

co
(RDB1), prepare a UK BAP action 

plan and fund a species recovery 
programme for this snail. 

Objective 

Safeguard and increase population 
only at known sites.

Five year targets 
 

Opportunities 

nservation status to Endangered  

 

No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain population at the one known site. 
 

CTIONS A
 
Action N . o Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
When consulted by the JNCC on the grading of 

is species be upgraded to 
ndangered (RDB1) listing. 

 YCC  
invertebrates, suggest that th
e

1 N 1

    
Protection and management    
    
Undertake habitat management at Brockadale NR  YWT  2 1
    
Research and monitoring    
    
Regular or bi-annual surveys.  YWT, YNU  3 1
Liaise with YNU recorder and national experts.  WT 1 4 Y
Survey other likely sites on the Magnesian Limestone.  YNU 5  
    
Advisory    
    
-    
    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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8. An aquatic beetle -Agabus 
uliginosus Species Action Plan 
 
Introduction 
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The aquatic beetle Agabus uliginosus is 
a medium sized diving beetle, associated 
with shallow, seasonal pools in 
woodland, unimproved grassland and 
fens. Most sites are remnant semi-natural 
habitats on former Commons. 
 
This beetle is Nationally Scarce (NS). 
See page 15.  
 
Water beetle assemblages associated 
with shallow fen pools are particularly 
important in Selby District. In addition 
to Agabus uliginosus, other scarce or 
threatened  species found in this habitat 
include Acilius canaliculatus, Agabus 
labiatus, Helophorus strigifrons and 
Dryops auriculatus. 
 
The importance of Selby District is 
probably due to its historic landscape of 
wet commons within the Vale of York. 
Many of the five Red Data Book (RDB) 
and 24 NS species, that occur in Selby,  
will benefit from actions in the Reedbed 
HAP and Fens HAP. 

National status 
 
Agabus uliginosus is very locally 
distributed in lowland England and 
southern Scotland. 
 
Regional status 
 
The Vale of York is the main stronghold 
for this species. 
 
 
 

Local status 
 
Records are from: Skipwith Common, 
North Duffield Carrs and Ings, Barlow 
Common, Botany Bay (Barlow), Sand 
Pit Wood (Camblesforth Common), 
Drax, Keesbury Hall Close (Cawood) 
and Bishop Wood. 

Aquatic beetle (Agabus uliginosus) 
Baseline distribution map, 2003. 

 
 

 

 

 

Legal status 

Although this species has no legal 
protection, it is classed as Nationally 
Scarce. 

Threats 

 Deepening of seasonal pools into 
permanent ponds. 

 Pollution of pools. 
 Destruction of pools. 

 
Approved Selby Local Biodiversity Action Plan August 2004 
 



  

 124

 

 None. 

Requirements 

 Temporary pools within the lowland 
area and in a variety of semi-natural 
habitats. 

 
Current local action 
 

 
Opportunities 
 
 Creation of carefully targeted 

temporary pools in Bishop Wood, to 
encourage colonisation and 
population expansion. 

 Creation of carefully targeted 
temporary pools at Barlow Common 
Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 

 

What you can do to help: 
 
Help aquatic beetles in general, by 
creating a wildlife pond that does not 
contain fish. 
 
 
Objective 
 

 

 

 

 

Greatly increase the number of 
suitable pools for colonisation, and 
maintain one or more populations of 
this species in the District.  
 
 

 

Five year targets 

No. Biodiversity targets 
1 No net loss of occupied sites. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
-    
    
Protection and management    
    
Identify suitable locations, liase with landowners and 
organise the appropriate creation of shallow, seasonal 
pools within ancient woodland, fen and unimproved 
grassland semi-natural habitat. 

1 NYCC 1 

Create shallow, seasonal pools at Barlow Common LNR. 2 SDC 1 
Create shallow, seasonal pools in Bishop Wood. 3 FCE 1 
    
Research and monitoring    
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Identify potential pools for this species, establish land 
ownership, seek access permission and organise survey 
for this species. 

4 NYCC 1 

    
Advisory    
    
Advise landowners on conservation options in agri-
environment schemes. 

5 FWAG, RDS 
(Defra) 

1 

    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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9. Bats Grouped Species Action 
Plan 
 
 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Bats are the only flying mammals. In 
summer, females live in colonies whilst 

ost male bats live singm

 127

ly or in small 
groups. Summer roosts are generally in 
warm places to enable the animals to 
maintain their body temperature using 
the minimum amount of food energy. 
Roosts may be in the roofs or walls of 
buildings, in bridges, tunnels and other 
man-made structures, tree holes, behind 
loose bark or in caves. 
 
Because all British bats are 
insectivorous, food is hard to obtain in 
winter, so bats hibernate. Most species 
choose cool, stable environments for 
hibernation as this minimises the risk of 
accidental arousal due to daily weather 
hanges. Hibernacula are often in caves, 

ecies 

owly. Females usually give 

irth to one young and take several years 

onal 
osting places. The loss of a roost site 

e difficult to study. They come 
ut at night, live in inaccessible places 

o identify.  

Consequently knowledge of bats, their 
distribution and behaviour is still far 
from complete. Modern technology has 
vastly increased our knowledge in recent 
years. 
 

ational status 
 

here are 16 species of bat known to 
breed in the UK. Most species of bats 
are thought to have declined in recent 
decades due to loss of roost sites, 
agricultural changes and general 

ersecution. 

Regional status 

re and The egion 
n to breed. These 

are listed below, together with their 
 UK populations. 

 
c
disused mines and tunnels, but sp
such as the pipistrelles and noctule bats 
are rarely found in such places. 
Pipistrelles are sometimes found 
hibernating in the walls of derelict 
buildings, in piles of bricks or behind 
boards and downpipes in sheltered 
places. 
 
Bats are long-lived animals that 
reproduce sl

b
to mature. Some bats are known to be 
over 20 years old. During their lifetime 
they return annually to traditi
ro
can be disastrous for a colony and the 
loss of colonies can lead to local 
extinction. 
 
Bats ar
o
and are difficult t
 

N

T

p
 

 
In Yorkshi Humber r
nine species are know

estimated

Whiskered 
Brandt's 

70,000 
combined 

Daubenton's 150,000 
Natterer's 100,000 
Common pipistrelle 
Soprano pipistrelle 

2,000,000 
combined 

Noctule 50,000 
Leisler's 10,000 
Brown long-eared 200,000 
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Another species, Nathusius’ pipistrelle 
as been recorded and could possibly 

breed in the region. Serotine and parti-
coloured bat were recorded, but are not 
known to breed. Barbastelle and lesser 

orseshoe bats have been recorded 
e 20th but are currently 

ex
 
Local status 

trict eight species have been 
Their
 table

 
Species Status 

h

h
during th century, 
thought to be tinct in the region. 

 
In Selby Dis
recorded.  status is shown in the 
following . 

Daubenton’s Locally widespread; 
mainly confined to 
freshwater habitats. 

Natterer’s Rare; few roosts known. 
Whiskered w roosts known. Local; fe
Brandt’s Rare; few roosts known. 
Noctule 

known. 

Widely but thinly 
distributed. Few roosts 

Common 
pipistrelle 

Widespread and fairly 
common. 

Soprano 
pipistrelle 

More local than comm
pipistrelle. Few roosts 
known. 

on 

Brown long-
eared 

Widespread, but local.  
Restricted by availability 
of suitable roost sites. 

 
Knowledge of the true status of bats is 
restricted due to the difficulties in 

rveying these species. Most known 
roosts are in houses where bat workers 
ave been alerted to their presence by 

householders. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Bats (all species). Baseline distribution 
map, 2003. 
 

su

h

 

 
 
Legal status 
 
All bats and their roosting places are 
fully protected under the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  
Protection applies to roosts even when 
the bats are absent. Bats are also 
protected under the Habitat Regulations. 
Regulation 3 (paragraph 4) of European 
legislation (the Habitats Directive), 
recognised in the UK as the Habitat 
Regulations, gives the following duty to 
local authorities. Without prejudice to 
the preceding provisions, every 
ompetent authority in the exercise of 

any of their functions, shall have regard 
 the requirements of the Habitats 

d 
by the exercise of those functions’ 

Thr
 

c

to
Directive so far as they may be affecte

 
eats 

 Loss or obstruction of traditional 
roost sites. 
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nce 

 Loss of insect-rich feeding habitats 
and flyways through loss and 
fragmentation of habitats. 

 Loss of hibernation sites in old 
buildings and trees and disturbance 
in underground hibernacula. 

 Disturbance and destruction of roosts 
including the loss of maternity roosts 

e of toxic timber 
treatment chemicals, unsympathetic 

ngs, 

 

 
 

 modern 
housing, older buildings, bridges, 
hollow trees, caves and tunnels. 

 A mosaic of habitats to provide good 
sources of insects on which to feed, 
especially trees, hedges, unimproved 

 

r features 
 woodland edges, 
ing between feeding 

  
ing 

 

 Good publicity. 
 – ideally each 

roost owner to count their own bats 

re 

 
Cu
 

 NYBG holds records of all known 
bat roosts within the county and 
provides advice to householders, 
landowners and others in conjunction 

  
es 
Bat 

Monitoring Programme to monitor 
changes in populations of various 
species. 

 NYBG organises public walks, talks, 
exhibitions and surveys to foster a 
public understanding of bats and 
their conservation requirements. 

 Developers wishing to carry out 
works which would impact on bat 

e 
e 

easures to 
enable bat populations to be 

Bats are considered by 
the Local Planning Authority as part 
of the planning process. 

 NYCC surveys all bridges prior to 
maintenance work and take 

 
Opportunities 
 
 Create a ‘bat home’, which is a large 

bat box with multiple compartments, 
pioneered in the USA. 

 Involve people directly in conserving 
the bats that roost in their property. 

 Increase understanding through 
publicity, education and research. 

 
hat you can do to help: 

 Reduction in insect prey abunda
due to largely intensive farming 
practice. 

due to the us

repairs, demolition of buildi
felling of trees and ungrounded fear 
of bats. 

Requirements 

A variety of maternity and 
hibernation sites, including

grassland and freshwater. 
Continuous wildlife corridors and 
complete network of linea
(hedges, streams,
etc.) for commut
and roosting sites. 
Building works in and close to roosts
to be undertaken outside of breed
and hibernation periods. 
No disturbance. 

 Monitoring of bats

twice each summer and pass the 
information to the North Yorkshi
Bat Group (NYBG). 

rrent local action 

with English Nature (EN). 
Bat Conservation Trust (BCT), with
the support of Government agenci
and volunteers, runs the National 

roosts are required to obtain a licenc
for such works and to provid
suitable mitigation m

maintained. 

appropriate action. 

W
 
Never obstruct access to or destroy a bat 
roost. 
 
Encourage bats to roost in your roof by 
providing appropriate access. 
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ell NYBG of any bat roosts you T
discover so that they can be monitored 
and protected. 
 
Count your bats each summer and 
contribute your records to the National 
Bat Monitoring Programme. 
 

 
UK BAP targets. 
Maintain existing populations and range. 

estore populations to pre 1970 
umbers.

bjective  

ations and the 
geographical ranges of all eight 

cie

 
 
 

rgets 

R
n

O
 
To increase popul

spe s 
 
 
Five year ta
 
No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain current distribution of all bat species. 
 

CTIONS A
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
N . o

    
Policy and legislation    
    
Local authorities to comply with Regulation 3 (para
4) of the Habitats Regulations (see Legal section in text). 
Planning offic

graph 

ers to ask for bat surveys to be carried out 
n properties (including Council owned ones) to be 

ce of granting planning 
permission and works commencing. Surveys to be 
undertaken by a qualified ecologist and at an appropriate 
time of year. 

1 NYCC, SDC 1 

o
repaired or renovated, in advan

    
Protection and management    
    
Identify suitable location, on a private site, for a large
home'. 

 'bat 2 NYBG 1 

Undertake a project with permissions and funding, to 
erect a ‘bat home’. 

3 NYBG 1 

Work with development control planning officer
identify suitable opportunities to install bat roosting 
provision in new development projects 

s to 4 NYBG 1 
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g officers to seek mitigation 
 planning consents for the provision of bat roosts. 

5 SDC 1 Development control plannin
in
Bat surveys to be commissioned prior to bridge 

aintenance or repair work as per Habitat Regulations. 
Surveys to be undertaken by a qualified ecologist and at 
an appropriate time of year. 

 YCC 1 
m

6 N

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Promote participation in the National Bat Monitoring 
Scheme to householders through enclosure in Council 
mailing. 

7 SDC 1 

Organise a survey of known pipistrelle roosts to 
determine species present, distribution and ecological 
requirements. 

8 NYBG 1 

    
Advisory    
    
Provide guidance to arboriculturalists, contractors and 
ouncil staff on the importance of mature trees for 

roosting bats to ensure their proper maintenance. 

9 NYBG 1 
c

Liase with Education staff, Head teachers and school 
governors, regarding bats in school buildings, particularly 

here building work is planned 

0 YCC  

w

1 N 1

    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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10. Bumble Bees Species Action 
Plan 
 
Introduction 
 
Not so long ago, bumble bees were 
prolific and a feature of the British 
Countryside. Today, the situation is very 
different. In recent decades, the 
disappearance of large tracts of suitable 
farmland habitat has increasingly put 
their survival under threat. Of the 23 
species that used to be found in 
Yorkshire six have become extinct and 
two species may become extinct in the 
near future. Of the surviving species 
their abundance has decreased. 
 

 133

The bumble bee group has declined in 
abundance and some species are now 
considered nationally extinct. 

Regional status 

The Regional Audit lists five UK BAP 
species that formerly occurred in the 
region, but are believed to be regionally 
extinct. These are Bombus distinguendus 
(great yellow bumble bee), B. humilis 
(brown-banded carder bee), B. ruderatus 
(large garden bumble bee), B. 
subterraneus (short-haired bumble bee) 
and B. sylvarum (shrill carder bee). 

Local status 

Twelve species of bumble bees are 
currently found in Selby District 
including seven host species and five 

Bumble bee colonies are started anew 
during the spring by a single queen 
which has over-wintered in the ground. 
The queen seeks out a suitable location 
for her new colony, either underground 
in abandoned small mammal burrows or 
at ground surface under dry leaf litter. 
The queen rears the first workers who 
expand the nest and rear more workers. 
A queen cuckoo bumble bee may enter a 
young colony, kill the resident queen 
and use the host workers to rear cuckoo 
queens and males. 
 
Whether or not the colony survives the 
first few weeks will depend on the 
quality of the surrounding forage. The 
colony needs nectar as fuel for the 
adults, and pollen for the developing 
larvae. Bumble bees will fly up to half a 
mile from the nest to find these, 
searching for new supplies when the old 
ones run out. However, a constant 
supply of food must always be present in 
the foraging area during the life span of 
the colony, between April and 
September. Fortunately the favoured 
forage plants are widespread and not 

difficult to grow. These include such 
common species as white deadnettle, red 
and white clovers, bird's-foot trefoil and 
black knapweed. 
 
At the end of its life, the colony rears 
new males and queens; and, after mating 
the new queens enter over-wintering 
sites. 
 
Bumble bees bring benefits to farmers in 
their ability to pollinate at lower 
temperature and in poorer weather 
conditions than honey bees, particularly 
in legume pollination and to improve 
seed yields of fodder beans. The benefits 
of flower-rich field margins are that they 
help to conserve bumble bees and other 
beneficial insects, provide habitat for 
threatened farmland birds and flowering 
plants and improve soil structure when 
ploughed in. 
 
National status 
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cuckoo species. All the species are 
widespread and common in a national 
context. In a regional and local context 
the following ten species are common: 
Bombus lucorum, B. terrestris, B. 
pratorum, B. lapidarius, B. hortorum. B. 
pascuorum, B. bohemicus, B. vestalis, B. 
campestris and B. sylvestris. 

In a regional and local context the 
following two species are rare: B. 
jonellus known from Skipwith Common 
and B. rupestris known from Brayton 
Barff. 
 

 

Bumblebees (Bombus spp.) All species. 
Baseline distribution map, 2003. 
 

 
 

on

Selby priorities 

All

Legal status 
 

e. N
 

 
 species, but especially: 

Bombus jonellus 
Bombus rupestris 
 

Threats 
 
 Loss of extensive, herb-rich 

grasslands through agricultural 
intensification. 

 The use of pesticides in gardens and 

 
Req
 
 tar 

 are continuous from 

ws, 

 s 
ont 

Current local action 

 The Yorkshire Naturalists' Union 
(YNU), via the recorder Dr. Michael 

noting 

any 

e District, specialises in 
developing practical methods to 

longside 
profitable farming. 

ich flowers. 
 Encourage farmers with Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme (CSS) 
agreements to sign up to the wild 
flower margins option. 

Brayton 

 

on publicly-owned spaces. 

uirements 

Foraging areas for pollen and nec
supplies which
early spring until early autumn, 
including wildflower-rich meado
field headlands and waysides. 
Nesting locations with rough gras
tussocks alongside ditches or in fr
of hedges. 

 

 

Archer, maintains records of the 
distribution of bumble bees, 
those most at risk and in need of 
conservation. 

 The Farmed Environment Comp
at Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe in 
Ryedal

encourage biodiversity a

 
Opportunities 
 
 Encourage gardening enthusiasts to 

plant a range of nectar-r

 Work with Yorkshire Water to 
encourage bees and wasps at 
Barff. 
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hat you can do to help: W
 
Grow a range of nectar rich plants 
throughout the year. 
 
Set up ilable from  bee nesting tubes ava
the Oxford Bee Company. 
 
 

bjective 
 
To greatly increase forage and nesting 
opportunities across the wider 
landscape.  
 
 
 

Five year targets 

O

 

 
No. Biodiversity targets 
1 No species extinctions. 
2 Maintain population of Bombus jonellus. 
3 Maintain population of Bombus rupestris. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
-    
    
Protection and management    
    
Ensure bumble bee management is included in site 
management plans for relevant SSSIs 

1 EN 1,2 

Defra to include options in the proposed Environmental 
Stewardship Scheme, which will benefit bumblebees. 

2 Defra 1,3 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Initiate survey and research, particularly of ecology of 

ombus jonellus on Skipwith Common 
 N ,2 

B
3 E 1

Agree with Yorkshire Water Services Ltd, owners of 
Brayton Barff, for a survey and research programme into 

e 
itiated. 

the ecology of the bumble bee Bombus rupestris, to b
in

4 NYCC 1,3 

    
Advisory    
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repare advisory document on survey and monitoring 
ethods 

 N, YNU ,2,3 P
m

5 E 1

Prepare advisory document on habitat management. 6 EN, YNU 1 
    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
    
 

 
Approved Selby Local Biodiversity Action Plan August 2004 
 



 

11. Clearwing Moths Species Action 
Plan 
 
Introduction 
 
The clearwing moths are a group of 
transparent winged moths closely resembling 
wasps. Their larvae are highly specialised 
feeders and most bore into stems and trunks 
of shrubs and trees. Two species feed on the 
roots of thrift and bird’s-foot trefoil. There are 
14 species present in the UK and one 
considered to be extinct. All species are 
resident. The distribution of most species is 
relatively unknown mainly due to under-
recording. All species are considered to be 
scarce. There are nine species on the 
Yorkshire list, two of which have not been 
recorded since 1900 (white-barred clearwing 
and red-belted clearwing) and one doubtfully 
recorded hornet moth. Details of the six 
currently recorded species are given below. 
 
An explanation of the terms used for the 
Nationally Scarce system - Notable A (Na) 
and Notable B (Nb) is given on page 15.  
 
Lunar hornet moth (Na) 
This is one of the largest clearwing moths. It 
is yellow and black and closely resembles a 
wasp. The larvae feed in the stems of willow. 
It is the commonest species in Yorkshire and 
has been recorded in the Selby area at 
Fairburn Ings. 
 
Currant clearwing (Nb) 
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A moth whose larvae feed in the stems of 
black currant and red currant. It has declined 
in recent years probably due to increased use 
of insecticides and a general decline in the 
number of allotments where currant bushes 
used to be grown. It has been recorded from 
the Selby District. 
 
Threats include: 
 Further loss of food plants 
 Continued use of insecticides 

 
Yellow-legged clearwing (Nb) 
This species is scarce and local in Yorkshire 
and has been found at Brayton Barff in 1998.  

The larva feeds in fresh stumps of oaks and 
other deciduous trees. 
 
Threats include: 
 Removal of fresh stumps and lack of 

felling. 
 
Red-tipped clearwing (Na) 
This moth has made a sudden reappearance in 
Yorkshire and, whilst it has not been recorded 
in the Selby area, it is likely to be present.  
The larva feed under the bark of willow 
species especially osier. 
 
Threats include: 
 Removal of willow species from suitable 

habitats. 
 
Large red-belted clearwing (Na) 
The larva of this species is associated with 
fresh silver birch, downy birch and alder 
stumps. It is found at Skipwith Common. 
 
Threats include: 
 Removal of fresh stumps and lack of 

felling. 
 
Six-belted clearwing (Nb) 
The Six-belted clearwing differs from the 
other species in that the larvae feed on the 
roots of bird’s-foot trefoil. It has been 
recorded at Skipwith Common, Brockadale, 
Sprotborough and Sherburn Willows, and 
should be looked for where the food plant 
occurs. 
 
Threats include: 
 Loss of food plant from suitable habitats 
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 Appropriate management at key sites - 
Skipwith Common SSSI, Fairburn Ings 
SSSI, Brayton Barff, Brockadale SSSI, 
Sprotborough and Sherburn Willows 
SSSI. 

 
Clearwing moths. All species. Baseline 
distribution map, 2003. 
 

 

 EN agrees management plans for SSSIs. 
 
Current local action 
 
Ad hoc surveys are undertaken at various sites 
in Yorkshire but they are not specifically for 
this group. The Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union 
(YNU) maintains records of moths. 
 
Opportunities 
 
Survey work to better enable targeted 
conservation work. 
 
What you can do to help: 
 
Plant a currant bush in your garden.  
 Requirements 
  
Objective  This group, in common with many 

invertebrates, is under-recorded and the 
major requirement is to increase 
knowledge of the current distribution of 
all species. Key habitats need to be 
identified and thorough surveys 
undertaken. 

 
Determine population distributions for all 
species and ensure no reduction in 
populations. Where possible increase both 
population and distribution. 
 

 
Five year targets 
 
No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain existing populations. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action No. Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
-    
    
Protection and management    
    
Introduce a coppice cycle for willows at Brockadale 1 YWT 1 
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SSSI. 
Introduce a coppice cycle for willows at Skipwith 
Common SSSI. 

2 EN 1 

Introduce a coppice cycle for willows at Fairburn Ings 
SSSI. 

3 RSPB 1 

Introduce a coppice cycle for oaks and other deciduous 
trees at Brayton Barff. 

4 Yorkshire 
Water 

1 

Introduce a coppice cycle for birch and alder at Skipwith 
Common SSSI. 

5 EN 1 

Establish a project to introduce coppice cycles of 
willows, birches, oaks and alder at other sites with 
potential to attract clearwing moths 

6 NYCC 1 

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Survey all suitable habitats within the Selby District. 7 EN, YNU 1 
    
Advisory    
    
-    
    
Communications and publicity    
    
Promote the planting of red currant and black currant 
bushes. 

1 8 NYCC 
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12. Rare Moths Species Action Plan 
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Introduction 

There are approximately 1,800 species of 
moths, including 1,000 micro moths and 800 
macro moths recorded from Yorkshire. Some 
of these are nationally rare, including two 
which are RDB2, four RDB3, 17 Nationally 
Scarce A (Na), 60 Nationally Scarce B (Nb) 
and 89 which are regionally notable (all 
macro moths). It would be difficult to provide 
detailed species action plans for all these 
species, so eleven species have been selected 
for consideration. 
 
An explanation of the terms used for the RDB 
and Nationally Scarce systems - Notable A 
(Na) and Notable B (Nb) are given on page 
15. 
 
A micro moth - Monochroa suffusella (Nb) 
A local moth in Britain where the early stages 
and food plant are unknown. On the continent 
the larva feeds in stems of common 
cottongrass. It inhabits fens and marshes and 
the only Yorkshire record is from Skipwith 
Common in 1967. 
 
A micro moth - Crambus uliginosellus (Nb) 
A moth of peat bogs and the early stages are 
unknown in Britain. This is a nationally local 
moth and the only recent Yorkshire site is 
Skipwith Common. 
 
Apomyelois bistriatella subsp. subcognata (a 
micro moth) 
This is a specialist moth whose larvae feed on 
Daldinia spp (fungi) growing on burnt gorse 
or birch. Skipwith Common is the only site in 
Yorkshire and by far the most northerly in 
Britain. 
 
Scarce vapourer moth (Na) 
This moth is a RDB species category 3 (rare) 
and is associated with shrubby foodplants 
particularly associated with oak species and 
hawthorn. The female is flightless and its 
tendency to remain on the stems of the 
foodplant in all stages (ova, larva and pupa) 
has led to vulnerability to aggressive 

hedgerow management. The species is 
associated with lowland heath, wet woodland, 
and fen habitats. Sites in the Selby District 
from which the scarce vapourer has been 
recorded are Bishop Wood, Brayton Barff 
(last record 1956), Skipwith Common (last 
record 1960) and Selby Golf Links Wood 
(1954). A complete account of the ecology 
and distribution of this species in Yorkshire is 
found in Howes23. 
 
Threats include: 
 Loss of hedgerows and adverse hedgerow 

management 
 Loss of lowland heath, wet woodland and 

fen habitats 
 
Triple-spotted pug moth (Na) 
A local species for which there are few 
Yorkshire records. The only known sites in 
the Selby District are Bishop Wood and 
Skipwith Common. The larva is often found 
feeding on wild angelica growing under 
sallows in damp areas. 
 
Threats include: 
 Loss of habitat and lack of woodland 

management 
 
The forester moth) (Nb) 
A local moth in Yorkshire. This is a day 
flying moth and is often seen with burnet 
moths.  It has been found at Selby Common 
and at Wistow. The larva feeds on common 
sorrel. 
 
Argent and sable moth (Nb) 
This is a striking day flying, black and white 
moth, which occurs in birch woodland, 
particularly in areas of re-growth, and open 
moorland and bogs. The foodplants are silver 
and downy birch and bog myrtle (which does 
not occur in Selby District). The moth flies on 
warm sunny days between May and early 
July. It’s only known site in the Selby District 
is at Bishop Wood, where its foodplant is 
birch. 
 
Threats include: 
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 Loss of habitat due to the decline of 
coppicing and active woodland 
management. 
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The moth is local in Yorkshire and is best 
known in the Selby District from Bishop 
Wood. The larva feeds on herbaceous plants, 
willow and oak species. 

White-marked moth (Nb) 

 
Threats include: 
 Loss of habitat and lack of woodland 

management 
 
Angle-striped sallow moth (Na) 
A local moth in Yorkshire. Known sites in 
Selby are Henwick Hall near Selby, Skipwith 
Common and Barlow Ash Mound at Drax 
Power Station. The larva feeds on willow 
species, birch species and aspen. 

 
Threats include: 

The twin-spotted wainscot was first recorded 
in Yorkshire at Spurn Point in 1988. It has 
recently been expanding its range and has 
been recorded at Tophill Low near Driffield, 
Rawcliffe Bridge and Holme on Spalding 
Moor. In the Selby District it has been 
recorded from Barlow Ash Mound at Drax 
Power Station. The moth is associated with 
fens and marshes and the larva feeds in the 
stems of common reed. 

 

 Loss of habitat and lack of woodland 
management 

 
Twin-spotted wainscot moth (Nb) 

 
Threats include: 
 Loss of habitat 

 

Dotted rustic moth (Nb) 
This species appeared in Yorkshire in 1980, 
underwent a rapid expansion in range and 
subsequently a dramatic reduction in range in 
the past ten years or so, to the extent that there 
were only two records in 2001. The larval 
foodplants are unknown but the larva will 
feed on dandelion and lyme grass in captivity.   
 
Threats unknown due to lack of knowledge of 
foodplant and habitat. 
 
Rare moths. All species. Baseline 
distribution map, 2003. 

 
 

uirements Req

s under-recorded and the 
major requirement is to for further 

, distribution and 
ecological requirements of all species. 

Current local action 

t in 

U) 
maintains records of moths. 

 Annual ‘National Moth Night’ events run 
in the region, e.g. at Fairburn Ings. 

 
 This group i

research and survey, to establish key 
habitat requirements

 

 
 Ad hoc surveys of moths are carried ou

the Selby District but no systematic 
surveys have been undertaken. The 
Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union (YN
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pportunities 

 Survey work to better enable targeted 
ork. 

 

jective 

 the current distribution of 
ach species. To ensure no reduction in 

tions and where possible increase 
both population and distribution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five year targets 

O  
  
 

conservation w

 
Ob
 
To establish
e
popula

 
No. Biodiversity targets 
1 Maintain existing populations. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
Action N . o Possible co-

ordinators 
Meets 
target 
No. 

    
Policy and legislation    
    
Protection and management    
    
Introduce a

ood, to b
 coppice cycle for an area of birch woodland in Bishop 
enefit argent and sable moth. 

 CE 1 
W

1 F

    
Research and monitoring    
    
Identify suitable habitat, establish land ownership, seek access 
permission and organise surveys by YNU or other experts for all of 

e priority species. 

 YCC  

th

2 N 1

    
Advisory    
    
-    
    
Communications and publicity    
    
-    
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