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Chair’s Foreword

The CEF has continued to play a vital role in the rebuilding of Tadcaster 
following the devastating events in December 2015. Our work has 
included keeping residents informed of progress, creating opportunities to 
rejuvenate Tadcaster, as well as supporting a range of new initiatives and 
projects. 

The success of the bridge re-opening event enabled the wider community 
to see that Tadcaster was open for business and to develop a programme 
of events and activities to encourage people to visit and engage with our 

amazing Town. 

My thanks and appreciation to everyone who has assisted with the work of the Community 
Engagement Forum and supported Tadcaster through the past 18 months. 

Cllr Richard Sweeting, Chair, Tadcaster and Villages CEF Partnership Board 

Introduction 
Community Engagement Forums are collaboration between a range of partners including the 
District Council, County Council, Town council, Parish Councils, Police, Fire and Rescue Service, 
local businesses and community groups along with individual residents. Our aim is to encourage, 
assist and empower the local community to create the environment and services they would like 
and need. 

The Tadcaster & Villages Community Engagement Forum covers the following parishes: Acaster 
Selby; Appleton Roebuck; Barkston Ash; Biggin; Bilbrough; Bolton Percy; Catterton; Colton; 
Grimston; Healaugh; Kirby Wharfe with North Milford; Lead; Little Fenton; Newton Kyme cum 
Toulston; Oxton; Saxton with Scarthingwell; Steeton; Stutton with Hazlewood; Tadcaster; Towton; 
and Ulleskelf. 

Partnership Board work  
During the year the Partnership 
Board has been addressing 
issues raised in the Community 
Development Plan. This 
included the funding and 
development of a range of 
activities, services and events.  

During 2016 work commenced on creating a new Community Development Plan which was 
adopted in 2017. This sets out a range of work to be achieved across themes of environment, 
landsacpe and streetscape; economy, retail and tourism; community, leisure, culture and 
education; community safety, health and well-being. 

Our vision for Tadcaster and Villages 
A thriving and safe community, with a vibrant local 

economy in an attractive built and natural environment, 
where people want to live, to raise their families, and to 

enjoy their leisure time. 
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Event to mark the Re-Opening of Tadcaster Bridge.  
The CIC provided project management for an event organised 
by the community, and that this would include establishing an 
organising committee which would consist of councillors, 
business people, community representatives and contractors. 
There would be no financial cost to the CEF as the CIC would 
build its time and costs into the overall costs of the project 
which would be funded externally.  
  
The day of celebrations took place on Sunday 19 February 
2017, with thousands of people taking part.  
 
The day included a lantern parade across the bridge, a 
blessing by the Archbishop of York, and a firework display by 
the riverside. Sponsorship was secured from the bridge 
contractors and Heineken.  
 
Tour De Yorkshire 2017 
CEF Partnership Board members and support staff joined the 
planning teams developing the Tour de Yorkshire coming to 
Tadcaster in April 2017. This include CEF support with promotion, decorations and the hosting of 
the Give It A Go event as part of the Festival held at the same time as the race. 
 
Grants Awarded and Projects Developed 
 
Across the year a total of £23,434 has been awarded to a range of projects and activities to further 
develop the ambitions of the Community Development Plan. 
 
Yorkshire Energy Dr £928   
Funding towards the ‘Warming Tadcaster and Villages’ project, to provide home visits, to 
vulnerable groups and low-income households to assess energy needs and potential cost savings. 
In addition, the service will provide debt advice and support.  
 
Railings in Tadcaster Conservation Area £1,024 
To repaint railings at two locations within the Tadcaster Conservation Area; Tadcaster bus station, 
and outside St Joseph’s Church, improving the look of the area.  
 
Tadcrafters CIC £1,000 
To provide craft sessions at the Tadcaster Social Club for local people to develop craft skills and 
produce craft items such as toys and clothing which can be used to support and raise funds for 
charities.  
 
DepArts Limited £3,000 
To deliver a scoping study on the options for a calendar of cultural events in Tadcaster during 
2017/18. A calendar of events would follow-on from the reopening of the River Wharfe bridge.  
The scoping study will identify potential events, costs, audience figures, timescales and funding 
options.  
 
Bilbrough Village Hall - Bilbrough Dance School £1,000 
Funding will allow the Bilbrough Village Hall to purchase four portable dance mirrors. The mirrors 
will enable additional dance and fitness activities to be provided at the Hall. This would benefit a 
broad range of local residents. 
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Tadcaster & Rural Community Interest Company £1,000 
Funding towards Tadcaster Christmas Illuminations 2016, the Board recognised the importance of 
improved Christmas illuminations, especially against the back-drop of the difficulties the town had 
experienced during 2016 and the positive effect Christmas illuminations could have on the town’s 
economy and community.  
The project will provide an expanded lighting scheme including additional displays on the eastern 
side of the town and new displays on Commercial Street.  
 
Tadcaster & Rural Community Interest Company £4,260 
Funding towards the cost of organising a series of business forums in Tadcaster during 2017.  
The business forums are an essential part of the recovery of Tadcaster since the closure of the 
bridge over the River Wharfe. The Board also requested that proposals be brought forward that 
would make the business forums self-sufficient for subsequent years.  
 
Tadcaster & Rural Community Interest Company £4,400 

Funding towards the cost of producing and distributing the Tadcaster Today magazine for 2017.  
Tadcaster Today magazine is an essential part of the recovery of Tadcaster since the closure of 
the bridge over the River Wharfe. The magazine helps to maintain and extend links between the 
CEF and key stakeholders.   
 
Tadcaster & Rural Community Interest Company £3,322 
To meet the cost of maintaining the ‘Visit Tadcaster’ website during 2017. The ‘Visit Tadcaster’ 
website is an essential part of the recovery of Tadcaster since the closure of the bridge over the 
River Wharfe. Detailed analysis of the website’s impact will be provided throughout the year.  
 
The quarterly publication is hand delivered to the residents and businesses within Tadcaster and 
surrounding villages. It has the latest information on upcoming events and news from around the 
town. Since the start of 2016, the magazine has incorporated Tadcaster Town Council’s quarterly 
newsletter. The magazine is paid for jointly by the Town Council and the Community Engagement 
Forum.  
 
‘Give it a Go!’ Event £3,500 
Funding to hold an event which will encourage local residents 
to try something new, such as a new sport, activity or 
volunteering. The event will be held in Tadcaster and involve 
a range of organisations. Attendees will be encouraged to 
visit each provider and prizes would be offered to encourage 
participation.  
 
Public Forums 
During the year 3 public meetings were held providing the 
opportunities for local residents to find out more about local 
initiatives.  
 
At each forum we have a “Market Place” area with stalls 
staffed by North Yorkshire Police, Highways, Selby District 
Council and Community organisations. This provides a 
wonderful opportunity for residents to discuss the issues that 
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affect them with the appropriate organisation. 
 
A main focus continued to be the rebuilding of the bridge and addressing the issues faced by 
Tadcaster. 
 
Two forums provided the opportunity for residents to raise their concerns and be brought up to 
speed on progress.  
 
There was also; 
 
 an introduction to the new Visit Tadcaster 

website http://visit-tadcaster.co.uk/,  
 a consultation Car Parking in Tadcaster,  
 a report on a CEF supported trip for the 

Tadcaster Girl Guides 
 and news about the new fire engine. 

 
In February 2017, Selby District Vision provided a 
workshop explaining how to maintain good eye 
health and the importance of regular check-ups to 
identify different eye conditions.  
This formed part of a local campaign to highlight the 
impact of sight loss and how so much is 
preventable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following people make up the Partnership Board 
for the Tadcaster and Villages CEF: 
 
District and County Councillors 
 
Cllr Richard Sweeting (Chair), Cllr Keith Ellis (Vice-
Chair), Cllr Andrew Lee, Cllr Donald Mackay,  
Cllr Chris Metcalfe, Cllr Richard Musgrave.  
 
Co-opted members  
 
Steve Cobb, Zoe Devine, Elizabeth Dixon, Bea 
Rowntree, Kirsty Perkins, Trevor Phillips, Avis 
Thomas. 
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