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The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the Forum; including James Dale – Manager of    
Sainsbury’s.  
 
Community Officers: 
Simon Parkinson introduced the two Community Officers, Dominic Richardson  and Ruth Beckwith covering the 
Tadcaster CEF area.  He explained that there are 10 Community Officers between 5 CEF areas. 
Their role will includes: 
Environmental Health and Streetscene work, noise complaints, refuse dumping, drainage, dirty houses, bonfire 
smoke, fly tipping and will assist the Community Warden.  They will also cover emergency planning, housing 
management, estate management, Anti Social Behaviour, Choice Based Lettings and private housing.  
 
Dominic and Ruth then answered a number of questions from members of the public. 
 
Q- Explain Streetscene 
A- Streetscene do: litter related problems, weeds, fly tipping, graffiti, and an array of things 
 
Q- Problems with communications with officers and contact centre.   
A- The call had been logged at the contact centre and was programmed to be emptied on the Friday.            
Enterprise did know and re-programmed.   
 
Email received from Paul Gilmore re: lighting   
The lights are well over 18years old; concrete column looks secure but the rods inside have decade.  Replacing 
these will have: 
52% reduction in faults reporting and 25% reduction in supply costs 
 
Q- Lamps on private ground – Owners have been instructed by NYCC  Highways to cut the hedge down can 
they do that? 
A- If it’s highways verge then yes they can tell them  
 
Speeding Data: 
Colin Hunter explained how the black speed boxes work. An individual has to request assistance using the 95 
Alive forms,not parish council.  The boxes record speed and average speed; tell what type of vehicle and what 
time speeding happened.   
 
The process is a 95 Alive form needs to be filled out and returned to the address as stated on the form. Then 
it is passed onto Fire and Rescue. 

Forum Notes 



Visit http://www.your-community.org.uk/ for more information 

Once Fire and Rescue receive it then: 

 Risk assessment for data capture is done 

 Instruction then to site boxes (lasts 7days) 

 Information from the box is then downloaded onto a laptop, and tells if there is an issue and what it is. 

 Lasts 3 years. 
 

100 roads have had the black box in Selby district. 
 
Police: 
Sergeant Matthew Foale provided crime and Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) statistics as follows:  

 Tadcaster town 5 house burglaries & 1 other 

 Tadcaster villages 4 house burglaries & 3 others 

 7 crimes of violence (12 arrests have been made) 

 Asb – 7 reported, 2 penalty notices issued and 3 Section 27s. 

 Theft- 9 reported town, 2 arrests 

 Theft -10 reported villages, 2 arrests 
 

 Cable theft is a major issue and we are working with the British Transport Police and the Electricity 
Companies on this. 

 We are also aware of the issues around the Calcaria Public House which is open until 3.00 am. 

 Town parking is still and issue and being monitored.  Working with Highways on this. 

 Operation Jumbo is due to start as soon as the crops are down. 
 
Q-Co-ordinator for neighbourhood watch had received 10 emails on one day; 3 emails from same officer within 
5mins. 
A-Since March with government cuts, admin are still learning and we accept that some areas still need to be 
addressed.  Sergeant Foale will look into this. 
 
Q- Who can cycle on the pavement? 
A- Since 1999 the Police can issue penalty of £30 fine; it is at the officer’s discretion .  Mobility scooters can 
use road and pavements but max speed is 4mph.  Under 13yrs can ride their bikes on the pavement 
 
Fire and Rescue: 
Colin Hunter provided an update as follows: 

 They are working on the steel work on the viaduct to make it safe. 

 A query had been raised on the Action Log No 214..  They were advised to contact Fire Headquarters 
direct for the data. 

 He updated the meeting on the Fire Retardent bedding and asked people to contact him or the station if 
they wanted or knew any one who wanted to use these items.  He also advised that free fire home risk checks 
can be carried out.  Please go online to book one. 

 Windmill Rise:  There are no more fire safety issues.  We need to have the co-operation of the occupiers. 
Using Tadcaster staff for RTC 
 
Q. How many fires are there in Tadcaster? 
A.  20 per year in Tadcaster. 
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Q. How can elderly/disabled people change the battery in their smoke alarms? 
A. Fire and Rescue will respond to requests if they are not capable of doing it themselves. 
 
Cycle route across Viaduct 
Cllr Metcalfe  advised that the Town Council are extremely support of this and are keen for this to happen.  .  
Susgrants have now come forward with a grant and they want to see the route happen for the school.  It is 
going to planning department (NYCC) in 8 weeks and the school don’t see any problems.  What we have is the 
potential to deliver the route across the river.  We want to work with them as they can bring some funding in.  
Looking at CEF funding if there is a funding shortfall.   
 
Q- Will there be facilities for lighting? 
A- There will be lighting along the route but it has to be low profile -   low level lighting for safety. 
 
Winter Gritting: 
 
Another 3 volunteers signed up to the winter gritting: 

 Tadcaster Grammar School 

 Saxton Parish Council and 

 Sainsbury’s will clear and grit Mill Lane 
 
Sharon Fox (NY Highways) advised that they do have a list of contractors to help on the priority 2 routes.   
 
Winter Gritting Volunteers Training: 
Training will be given and is free; 

 
Q- what training do you want to spread the grit 
A- its not training on how to spread the grit its on the health and safety 
 
Feedback from Drop In Session:  Issues raised - 
 

 Highways – Going to look at Lorry Watch on Leeds Road 

 Community Officers - a request for information on support services; also agreed to see some residents 
about ongoing problems 

 
Open Session: 
A resident asked about the Tenants Repairs and Maintenance panel that had been established and when it 
would be meeting again.  The Forum were advised that  it will still be meeting at some point; the Housing 
Officer (Vanessa crane) is working her way through and arranging  meetings. 
 
Concerns were raised about Access Selby’s response to people reporting repairs on behalf of neighbours – 
they had been advised that they could only take repairs from family members.  The group were advised that 
this touched on data protection issues.  Councillor Metcalfe said he would take the matter up. 
 

 Kelcbar signs, changed numbers but needs straight :- there is a job on for straightening 

 weeds in car park and numbers in parking bays of each house:- this will need to be taken up with legal 
 
Close of meeting 7.50 pm 

 
 
 

 
 


