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Central Area 

    Forum Notes 

                    
1. Chairs Welcome and Update: 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and  gave and update. 
 
2. High Street Economy (Portas Pilot) 
 
A group of people consisting of District and Town Councillors and Chamber of  
Commerce met to put a bid together for the Portas Pilot.  The bid was submitted and 
even if we aren’t successful then there were people there on the group who are pre-
pared to do some work.  SDC has £900,000 underspend. 
 
The Portas Pilot looks at:  Last year, the retail adviser, Mary Portas, was asked by 
the Prime Minister to lead an independent review into the future of Britain’s High 
Streets. She came up with The Portas Review, a 28-point list of recommendations to 
turn round the fortunes of Britain’s town centres.  The Government will respond to 
these recommendations in the spring of 2012, but has already launched the Portas 
Pilots competition, based on the report.  Under the scheme, 12 towns or cities can 
bid for a share of £1million to become Portas Pilot towns.  Indeed Selby Town Coun-
cil and local retailers are pulling together a bid for the town of Selby.  

 
A number of the recommendations are particularly relevant to Selby:  
 
 Put in place a ‘Town Team’: a visionary, strategic and strong operational 

management team for high streets.  
 Establish a new “National Market Day” where budding shopkeepers can 

try their hand at operating a low-cost retail business. 
 Large retailers should support and mentor local businesses and independ-

ent retailers.  
 Introduce a public register of High Street landlords. 

  

If you would like to see all the 28 points, please visit her website: 

 
http://www.maryportas.com/news/2011/12/12/my-28-recommendations/ 

http://www.maryportas.com/news/2011/12/12/my-28-recommendations/


Visit http://www.your-community.org.uk/ for more information 

 We will feedback on the outcome of the bid at the next meeting. 
 
3. Central Focus - The Community Development Plan 
 
Take away and feed back to the Partnership Board.  CEF admin can send out a 
copy electronically if needed - please contact us at SDC.  
   
4.  Feedback Sessions: 
 
Community Woodland Trust:   The Woodland Trust gave feedback and thanked 
everyone regarding the £1,000 that had been granted by the CEF.  £8,000 of work 
in kind has been done.  There is an event on Saturday with the Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust.  Around the perimeter it is a kilometre if anyone would like to have a walk 
around.  There is still some more planting to do.   
 
Police:  Michelle Falkingham.  Now staying as Inspector and is glad about that. 
 
Good news:  figures for last year 15.5% down on crime in Selby town.  Resources 
have reduced but we have maintained the downward trend. 
 
Planning stages of the Jubilee:  If there are any events then please let Inspector 
Falkingham know.  This will ensure we have it on our calendar. 
 
Selby against retail crime started last week.  New radios and up to date 
information is available. 
 
Inspector Falkingham has the task of planning for the Torch route.  See the Olympic 
website for further information. 
 
Traffic lights on Gowthorpe — Highways say they are not a problem.  It is on the 
Road Safety Group issue sheet for further discussion. 
 
Finkle Street — 40 ft vehicle parked.  The Police advised that until the lines are 
done then it’s not enforceable. 
 
Fire and Rescue — Colin Hunter 
Road traffic accidents and fires are on the decrease.  We have to maintain this with 
ever diminishing resources and we will continue to do this.  We will target the areas 
where needed. 
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Vehicle RTCs.  Figures show that eyesight is a factor.  Failure to look properly or did 
not see are reasons given.  We will be doing events at supermarkets etc. to raise 
awareness and the Motorcycle initiatives will still continue. 

 
Vulnerable people: resources will be targeted at them.  We will launch this initiative 
in June.  Pubilicity will be via the CEF.   Selby, Hambleton and Richmond have       
developed a Vulnerable Persons Scheme .  NYCC and other agencies can make      
referrals to them.  Please contact us if you wish to get involved. 
 
Litter bins — cigarette proof?  Left  smouldering.  The fire service look at the number 
and type of incidents.  It is a case of changing behaviour.    Cllr Melanie Davis to work 
with Colin Hunter on this. 
 
Road Safety Group - Cllr Karl Arthur 
 
An update was provided on the issues affecting the central area and the Road Safety 
Group are progressing these issues with NYCC and NY Highways.   
 
Youth project — Barry Hague - responses are very slow but its not forgotten - just   
progressing slowly. 
 
Hosts from Drop in Session: 
 
 Two Fly Tipping issues were raised which will be progressed by SDC. 
 Drainage on the Flaxley Road estate is an issue. 
 Street lights on Charles Street are a problem. 
 
Sharon Fox - NY Highways:  CCTV box encroaching on footways.  
A request for a feed lane into Brooke Street was raised.   
Going through lights at red - for police to monitor/enforce it would have to be a force 
level agreement. 
 
There are car problems by Selby College with people parking all day; any morning at 
8.45 am it is congested.  It was suggested that people park on Woodville Terrace.   
Flaxley Road School and Selby High School has the same problem.   
 
Cllr Casling is in charge of all the schools and Cllr Marshall will discuss this matter 
with her.  Report back from Brian Marshall. 
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Open Session: 
 
A number of issues were raised with regard to Access Selby and being able to get 
through to the person they wished to speak to:  The Chair said he would take steps to 
resolve the matter. 
 
Staynor Hall - problems at Access Selby.   Still not getting through.  He has badgered 
Persimmon but still heard nothing from them.  He has called the Police.   The Chair is 
to arrange a meeting with the Planning Officer and take the complainant along. 
 
Colin Baker is the PC and Persimmon has given him an agreement to put more trees 
in. 
 
The kids are wanting to use the trees for goal posts. 
 

Meeting closed at 7.20 pm 


