
 

Interim Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 2016  

(Acting) Returning Officer’s Representation 

 
Selby District Council conducted a review of its polling districts and polling places in 2014. 
The Council approved the scheme of polling places and polling districts at its meeting on 9 
December 2014.  
 
Since the review, some polling places have become unavailable for use and replacements 
are required for future elections. The wards affected are as follows: 
 
• Appleton Roebuck and Church Fenton 
• Camblesforth and Carlton 
• Monk Fryston 
• Sherburn in Elmet 
• Tadcaster 
• Whitley 
 
Feedback has also been received that polling places may need to be changed in the Selby 
West ward and therefore it has been decided to include this ward in the consultation to allow 
comments to be received.  
 
I am proposing the following changes to polling places and I have outlined the reason for 
each change: 
 
 
Ward Change Reason 
Appleton 
Roebuck and 
Church 
Fenton 

Bolton Percy Old 
School Hall to 
replace Bolton Percy 
Parish Room as a 
polling place 

The Bolton Percy Parish Room had been unavailable 
for both the Police and Crime Commissioner election 
and the EU Referendum held during 2016. The 
Bolton Percy Old School Hall was used as a 
temporary polling place. Feedback from electors and 
polling station staff suggested that the Old School 
Hall provided greater space and better facilities. 
Consequently it is proposed that the Old School Hall 
be the permanent polling place. 
 

Church Fenton 
Village Hall to 
replace Mobile 
Polling Station at 
Blacksmith’s Arms 
Biggin 

Currently a temporary mobile polling station is 
provided on private land at the Blacksmith’s Arms in 
Biggin for approximately 90 electors from Little 
Fenton and approximately 100 electors from Biggin. 
Concerns have been raised about the suitability of 
mobile polling stations as polling places, and in the 
absence of any suitable alternative it is proposed that 
electors from Biggin and Little Fenton use the 
existing polling place at Church Fenton village hall. 
For electors in Little Fenton the distance from village 
to polling station remains approximately 1.7 miles, for 
electors in Biggin the distance from the current 
polling place to the Church Fenton village hall is 
approximately 2.8 miles. 



Camblesforth 
and Carlton 

The Sloop Inn to 
replace the Chapel 
of St John as a 
polling a place. 

Electors and polling station staff expressed concerns 
about access and facilities at the Chapel of St John 
and it was deemed unsuitable as a polling place. The 
Sloop Inn was used as a temporary polling place for 
the EU Referendum in 2016 and feedback from 
electors and polling station staff suggested this would 
be a suitable permanent polling place. Consequently 
it is proposed that The Sloop Inn be the permanent 
polling place. 
 

Monk 
Fryston 

The Crown Inn to 
replace St Wilfrid’s 
Church, Church 
Lane as a polling 
place. 

Electors and polling station staff expressed concerns 
about access and facilities at the St Wilfrid’s Church 
and it was deemed unsuitable as a polling place. The 
Crown Inn was used as a temporary polling place for 
the EU Referendum held during 2016 and feedback 
from electors and polling station staff suggested this 
would be a suitable permanent polling place. It has 
been confirmed that the Monk Fryston Community 
Centre is permanently unavailable, and consequently 
it is proposed that the Crown Inn be the permanent 
polling place. 
 

Beal Village Hall to 
replace St Mary’s 
Church, Birkin as a 
polling place. 

St Mary’s Church (Birkin) became unavailable as a 
polling place shortly before the Police and Crime 
Commissioner election in 2016. Due to there being 
only circa 100 electors it was decided to direct 
electors to the existing polling place at Beal Village 
Hall, the distance being 0.9 miles. I have been 
advised that St Mary’s Church remains unavailable, 
and having taken into account the size of the 
electorate and there having been no issues during 
the Police and Crime Commissioner election or the 
EU Referendum, it is proposed that the permanent 
polling place is Beal Village Hall. 
 

Sherburn in 
Elmet 

Sherburn Football 
Club to replace 
Harold Mills 
Community Centre 
as a polling place. 

The Harold Mills Community Centre became 
unavailable as a polling place shortly before the 
Police and Crime Commissioner election in 2016 and 
the Sherburn White Rose Football Club was used as 
a temporary polling place. Feedback from electors 
and polling station staff suggested that the Sherburn 
White Rose Football Club provided greater space, 
better facilities and increased car parking. 
Consequently it is proposed that the Sherburn White 
Rose Football Club be the permanent polling place. 
 

Tadcaster Riley Smith Hall to 
replace Mobile 
Polling Station at 
Newton Kyme 
village green 

Currently a mobile polling station is provided on 
public land in Newton Kyme village for approximately 
290 electors. Concerns have been raised about the 
suitability of temporary mobile polling station as 
polling places, and in the absence of any suitable 
alternative it is proposed that electors from Newton 
Kyme use the existing polling place at the Riley Smith 
Hall in Tadcaster. The distance from the current 



polling place to the Riley Smith Hall is approximately 
2.2 miles, although many electors live some distance 
from the current polling place (such as those electors 
at Papyrus Villas). 
 

Whitley The George and 
Dragon Pub to 
replace Whitley and 
Eggborough 
Children’s Centre as 
a polling place. 

The Whitley and Eggborough Children’s Centre has 
closed and the building is incorporated into the 
school. Although the Returning Officer has the power 
to use the school as a polling place, it was 
recognised that closure of the school should be 
avoided if possible. The George and Dragon Public 
House was used as a temporary polling place for the 
Police and Crime Commissioner election and the EU 
Referendum held in 2016 and feedback from electors 
and polling station staff suggested that this was a 
suitable location. Consequently it is proposed that the 
George and Dragon Public House be the permanent 
polling place. 
 

Kirk Smeaton 
Community Hall to 
replace Caravan at 
Little Smeaton 

Since the combined elections in May 2015, electors 
from Little Smeaton and Stubbs Walden have voted 
at the Kirk Smeaton Community Hall as a temporary 
measure due to the unsuitability of the caravan 
previously provided as a mobile polling station in 
Little Smeaton. There has been no adverse feedback 
from electors during this period and it is therefore 
proposed to make this arrangement permanent. 

 
 
 
Janet Waggott  
(Acting) Returning Officer 
 


