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Budgeting for the future
Your County Council and District Council have each agreed budgets that will continue to deliver 
savings while seeking to protect essential services and make the investments needed to help 
make the Selby district grow. As part of this, each has agreed Council Tax rates from April.

North Yorkshire 
County Council
The County Council has made 
savings of about £142m 
so far this decade.
We have identified further savings of 
£30m over the next four years, which 
leaves a recurring shortfall of £11m 
to be found. Therefore, we will need 
to make further savings as we seek 
to address reductions in government 
funding and growing demand for our 
services to the most vulnerable groups  
in society.
Our budget package includes an 
increase in general Council Tax of 2.99% 
and a 2% social care precept, making a 
total of 4.99%. This is a rise of just under 
£5 a month for an average household. 
At the same time, we need to invest 
in areas such as roads, further 
expansion of superfast broadband 
and extra care facilities to support 

the vulnerable and to boost the 
county’s economic development.
We understand the additional burden 
the rise places on households and are 
continuing our campaign at a national 
level for fairer funding from government 
for large rural areas like North Yorkshire.

Selby District Council
About 10% of your Council Tax 
goes to the District Council. In 
the next year, our part of the bill 
will increase by £5 a year - 10p a 
week - for an average-sized home.
We spend around 10.5m on 
services such as collecting your 
household waste and recycling, 
keeping your streets clean, providing 
leisure and environmental health 
services and delivering vital 
support such as housing help.
Over the last six years, we have 
saved nearly £6m and expect 

to need to save a further £2.4m 
over the next three years.
However, we also continue to invest. 
Our Programme for Growth helps 
us to drive business and housing 
growth, which generates more Council 
Tax and business rates to reinvest in 
services, making us more self-sufficient 
as government funding reduces.
In 2018/19, we plan to spend £10.3m 
on our capital programme. This will 
include improvements to our council-
owned homes and car parks as well 
as building more affordable homes.
We carry on looking at how best 
to use technology to work more 
flexibility and work with partners 
to become still more efficient.
In addition to the County and District 
Council elements, your Council Tax bill 
includes charges for the police, fire 
service and your parish or town council.

Council Tax -  
your questions 
answered (Page 2)

New homes -  
big plans for new 
housing (Page 3)

Getting you online -  
IT help in your area  
(Page 4)

Young people set 
out the issues  
(Page 9)

Selby District Council 
and North Yorkshire 
County Council made 
this newspaper for you. 
We want you to have the 
information you need 
about your services and 
how we’re spending  
public money.

Making this newspaper 
together helps us to get 
information to you as cost 
effectively as possible. It’s 
just one small part of a 
much bigger link between 
our councils. This helps 
us to give you the best 
possible service and helps 
us to make the most of 
each and every pound.

We also work with lots 
of other organisations 
too, to deliver on our big 
priorities for the Selby 
district. This includes, for 
example, Local Enterprise 
Partnerships to support 
business growth. Check out 
the middle pages to find 
out more.

We publish Citizenlink 
twice a year, but you  
can keep up to date in 
other ways too. 

Go online to selby.
gov.uk or northyorks.
gov.uk, follow us on 
Twitter (@selbydc and 
@northyorkscc) or 
‘like’ us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/selbydc 
and facebook.com/
northyorkscc).

Spring is coming. It’s time to get out and get fit, and 
the Selby parkrun is just the way to do it. See page 5
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Council Tax -  
your questions answered
Selby District Council collects Council Tax on behalf of all organisations funded 
in this way, including the County Council. Council Tax bills will have been arriving 
over recent weeks, or due to arrive very soon. Here are some of the most 
common questions we get asked about your Council Tax…

No. If you’ve been paying Council Tax by Direct 
Debit then this continues automatically. It’ll be 
taken on the same date of the month as before.

This is standard for councils across the country, 
as it allows us to manage payments more easily. 
For many people, having a little extra in your bank 
during January and February can be a real boost. 
You can, however, request to pay in 12 monthly 
instalments rather than 10.

If you had a single person discount on your last 
bill, and you’re still living on your own, then this 
will continue.

This is worked out differently depending on 
whether you’re old enough to get your state 
pension. If you’re of pension age then how much 
support you can get is worked out on the basis 
of the whole of your Council Tax bill. If you’re of 
working age then you must pay at least 10% of 
your bill. This means the support you could get is 
worked out on 90% of the bill.

The County Council must hold a referendum if 
their part of Council Tax is increased by 6% or 
more.  Within this there’s a limit of 3% for general 
spending and 3% linked to social care services.  
District Councils must hold a referendum if their 
part of the Council Tax is increased by 3% or more 
and more than £5 on a Band D property.  This 
means that an increase of more than 3% is allowed 
without a referendum vote, providing that the 
overall increase doesn’t go above £5 for a Band 
D property. We show the increase to the nearest 
decimal point - which means that a 1.99% increase 
shows as 2%; a 2.99% increase shows as 3%.

Yes. If you move you need to tell us straight away 
so we don’t charge you the wrong amount (and 
it could be that we’d be charging you too much). 
If you’re getting money off your Council Tax you 
must tell us straight away if anything changes 
that could affect how much discount you get. If 
you’ve been given money off that you don’t think 
you deserve, you must tell us within 21 days. It’s 
the law to do that. Not doing so could mean a 
£70 fine. You can tell us really easily by filling in 
a change of circumstances form on our website - 
selby.gov.uk.

Leaders’ 
Leader
The Selby district is a great place 
to live. We’ve got a fantastic 
quality of life. And we’ve gone 
into 2018 with a real sense of 
confidence about the future.
We’ve got good schools and one of England’s 
best colleges. We’re in one of the safest 
counties in England. You get more for your 
money with homes in our district compared 
to neighbouring areas. Our road and rail 
links give us fantastic connections to the rest 
of the UK. We’re within easy reach of great 
cities, but surrounded by unspoilt countryside. 
Companies are investing in our area because 
they can see the quality of our people. We’re 
seeing new retail investment in our market 
towns too, showing confidence in our area.
How can we - your local councils - support 
this and make the most of what we’ve got?
We’re investing in delivering the support 
that’s needed to help companies grow and 
to deliver the housing we need, as the fastest 
growing area in North Yorkshire. For example, 
our recent successful bid to secure £9m of 
funding to unlock major new housing at 
Olympia Park (see opposite). That’s why the 
decisions we make in our budget each year 
are so important - because this is about 
investing for the future as well as delivering 
your day-to-day services. This includes 
investing in important infrastructure such as 
roads and superfast broadband access, as well 
as helping companies through the planning 
process to grow their premises and deliver 
more homes.
We’re investing in the things that will support 
the Selby District to be a great place to live for 
a long time to come.

Cllr Carl Les
Leader, North 
Yorkshire County 
Council

Cllr Mark Crane
Leader, Selby 
District Council

The easy way to pay
No need to remember your  
payments with Direct Debit.
Payments come straight from your bank on a set day  
each month, so you know exactly when the money will come out.
If you’ve been paying by Direct Debit already, this will automatically roll-over into the next year.

“When I get a new Council Tax bill 
each year do I need to set up a new 
Direct Debit?”

“Why are monthly charges over 10 
months and not 12?”

“Do I need to report any change  
of circumstances?”

“How much can Council Tax go up by 
before there has to be a local vote?”

“I’m on benefits - what part of my 
Council Tax do I have to pay?”

“What if I live on my own?”

Jenny, Cliffe

Pauline, Selby

Julie, Riccall

Mike, Tadcaster

Jess, South Milford

Jennifer, North Duffield

If you need to find out more about 
any of these issues, then please look 
online. Just click on the Council Tax 
tab on selby.gov.uk. 
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Selby bid successful 
to unlock government 
funding for Olympia Park

Nearly £9m of central government money has been secured to unlock the 
development of Olympia Park at Barlby. Selby District Council put in a bid 
for the money - working alongside the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding 
Enterprise Partnership - to help make the development happen.
Olympia Park has the potential to deliver at least 
1,000 new homes and significant new business 
space and jobs. It’s a vital part of our area’s long 
term plans for growth. 
The money is part of the government’s Housing 
Infrastructure Fund. It’ll be used to build a new 
link road from the A63 Selby bypass and to help 
facilitate this major scheme. Bringing the site up 
to a standard that enables it to be developed has 
been a sticking point up until now.
“Olympia Park is such an important development 
site for us”, explained District Council Leader, 
Cllr Mark Crane. “I know people will have been 

wondering what’s been going on at the site for 
some time. With this significant investment from 
the government - which we pushed for - we’ll be 
able to press on with making this site viable for 
development.”
“It’s got massive potential for us to deliver new 
homes and business growth. The Selby district is 
the fastest growing in North Yorkshire and it’s sites 
like this that will help us to meet this need. Great 
transport links, affordable business space and great 
quality housing, market towns and picturesque 
countryside, all contribute to why people want to 
live here and invest in business here.”

At the heart 
of our homes
An investment of up to £22m to build or acquire 
over 200 new affordable homes by March 2020 
has recently been agreed by Selby District Council. 
This is the next step in the District Council’s work 
to deliver new affordable properties. Twenty new 
homes have already been built at sites in Byram 
and Eggborough and 30 more are lined up for 
other areas including Selby town and Riccall.
This new ambition will see the District Council 
make the most of land it already owns, develop 
brand new sites for housing and acquire affordable 
homes built by others too.
Affordable housing will be delivered on 
existing council land, such as Landing Lane at 
Riccall (pictured), the possible acquisition and 
development of brand new housing sites, the 
acquisition of homes built by others which can be 
managed as affordable properties and the ability 
to release Council-owned land to ‘self builders’ 
if the authority’s not in a position to be able to 
develop it.
“Housing is such an important part of what we’re 
doing because it’s such an important part of 
people’s lives”, explained Leader of Selby District 
Council, Cllr Mark Crane. “This is another way in 
which we’re investing in delivering quality homes 
that people want and need. This is a big investment 
because these are big plans.”
Bringing empty homes back into use
The Council’s also focusing on bringing empty 
homes back into use. This is to increase the range 
of homes available. There’re a number of steps the 
Council can take to do this, ranging from working 
alongside existing landlords to resolve problems 
that are stopping homes from being used, to 
enforcement action and the potential of buying 
the properties. There are many different reasons 
why some homes remain empty. This approach is 
designed to be able to deal with each issue in the 
most appropriate way.

Villagers’ voices heard in neighbourhood plan
In the first of its kind in the Selby district, 
villagers in Appleton Roebuck and Acaster 
Selby held a referendum last autumn on 
a neighbourhood plan - created by the 
community themselves, approved by an 
independent planning inspector and supported 
by the District Council - that will help determine 
the type and location of new housing or 
business development.
The plan is now part of a range of policies and 
guidance considered when the District Council 

makes decisions on planning issues. It means 
the aspirations of the people living in the area 
are now contained in planning policy. District 
Council executive member with responsibility 
for place shaping, Cllr John Mackman, 
explained, “This is about giving people more 
of a say in planning decisions that affect  
their area.”
The referendum on the plan was organised by 
the District Council; 87% of people voted in 
favour, on a turnout of 41%.

Celebrating the 
start of work on 
new affordable 

homes at Riccall 
last month
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Library refurbishment will 
improve services for local people
Refurbishment of Selby library is under way to provide 
modernised, flexible space and facilities.

The improvements will include 
a dedicated IT zone and an 
additional meeting room, 
providing space for confidential 
interviews, learning and activities. 
The new spaces will increase 
opportunities to host outreach 
services, such as those 
offered by Citizens Advice 
or Selby District Vision.
The IT zone will provide space for 
personal use and more formal 
tuition, supplemented by study 
space nearby. More than a quarter 
of visitors to the library go to use 
the computers and we expect 
this to increase as more Council 
services are delivered online. 
Selby library attracts more than 
6,000 visits each month and it 

is hoped the refurbishment will 
bring in even more people.
The joint project by the County 
Council and District Council is part 
of their Better Together work to 
create community hubs in Selby, 
Tadcaster and Sherburn in Elmet.
The library closed on 3 March and 
is scheduled to reopen on 25 April.

Best use of property  
supports local initiatives 
North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Stronger Communities team helps 
community groups to develop local 
services in numerous ways, including, 
where appropriate, transferring 
property that is no longer needed to 
groups that can make good use of it.
People in Sherburn in Elmet and 
Tadcaster are set to benefit from 
this opportunity, which has already 
been taken by Barlby Library and 
Community Hub where there are 
plans to improve and enhance the 
building entrance and reception area 
and create new disabled facilities.  
When the County Council moved out 
of the old girls’ school in Sherburn 
in Elmet, residents saw the potential 
to develop it for community use. 
They joined forces with library 
volunteers to form Sherburn in 
Elmet Community Trust. The school 
has been leased to the Trust and 

the vision is to develop the library 
and refurbished school into a split-
site community hub offering library 
services, access to other council 
services, meeting space, a café 
and social space. Sherburn Visiting 
Scheme, Horton Housing, the District 
Council and Horizons already provide 
services from the library, and the aim 
is to expand on this. 
In Tadcaster, the Bridge Project has 
delivered support and activities for 
young people and families for several 
years, recently from the County 
Council’s Manor Farm Youth Centre. 
The County Council no longer 
bases staff at Manor Farm, so the 
Bridge Project and Tadcaster and 
Rural Community Interest Company 
applied to have it transferred to 
the CIC to give Tadcaster residents 
ownership of this venue. This process 
is well under way. 

Are you making a claim for benefits support? Do you need  
to tell us about a change in your circumstances? You can  
now do all of this on Selby District Council’s website -  
selby.gov.uk/benefits.
You can submit all the information we need to be able to make a decision 
on a new claim or change circumstances of an existing claim. This includes 
copies of the evidence you need to give us.
It’s part of our work to make it as easy as possible for you to get the 
services and support you need on our website. You can, of course, 
go online at any time of day or night, without the need to make an 
appointment to see us.
There are lots of other things you can do online too, such as ordering new 
recycling boxes and submitting details for a planning permission question. 
Just click on the ‘Apply’, ‘Tell Us’, or ‘Pay for it’ tabs on our  
website homepage. selby.gov.uk 

Benefits support online

Digital resources in Selby District
If you’re looking for a place to use IT resources, such as a desktop 
computer or a tablet, or just need some advice with going digital,  
take a look at the contacts below for something local to you.
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Selby parkrun
Re-start your new year’s resolutions this spring.  
The Selby parkrun is a great chance to get out and 
get fit. It’s just you against the clock.
The parkrun is a 5km course around Burn airfield. It takes place 
every Saturday morning at 9am. Despite the name, you don’t 
have to run - some people choose to walk or jog at a pace they 
feel comfortable with. It’s a chance to take part with like-minded 
people, which helps keep up your motivation.
“Turning up to the parkrun gives me the push I need. It’s a set 
course and you’re up against your previous times whether you 
run, jog or walk, so you can see how you’re improving over the 
weeks”, explained Gill Marshall who’s been taking part regularly.
“You don’t have to commit to going every week either, so you can 
fit it around everything else that’s going on”.
The District Council and two of the local Community Engagement 
Forums (see page 10) supported the setting up of the parkrun. It’s 
organised entirely by volunteers and they’re always on the lookout 
for new recruits.
Search online for ‘Selby parkrun’ and check out their Facebook 
page to find out how to take part or how to help out.

Next year marks the 950th anniversary of Selby 
Abbey. It’s a real gem for our district and attracts 
visitors from all over the world. Sometimes we 
can overlook what’s on our doorstep, so now’s 
a fantastic time to rediscover this magnificent 
building. Whilst in Selby, stay a while and enjoy 
some of the new cafes, restaurants and shops that 
have opened up.
With the Easter holidays around the corner, 
Summit Indoor Adventure offers a fantastic 
family day out. Bowling, a BMX track, aerial trek, 
adventure play, climbing and a state-of-the-art 
ski slope are all under one roof, alongside great 
quality food.
Tadcaster, meanwhile, is definitely on the up  
after the flooding of a few years ago. The town’s 
famous breweries take their water from the River 
Wharfe and you can enjoy riverside walks from 
the town centre, including across the impressive 
Tadcaster viaduct.
For a truly unique perspective on the Selby district, 
head to Sherburn Aero Club, where you can take 
part in a range of flying experience days. Some 
flights offer the chance to experience the skies 
with a friend too, or for the more adventurous 
to take part in aerobatics experience flights. The 

airfield also has a café and children’s play area  
and can make a day out in itself.
Our villages are full of history, such as Cawood 
Castle. It was the arrest of Cardinal Wolsey by 
Henry VIII’s men at Cawood Castle that’s believed 
to be the source of the Humpty Dumpty nursery 
rhyme. But for a very different and up-to-date 
experience, head to Drax Power Station. You can 
take a tour for a unique perspective on how power 
is generated. The site provides around 17% of the 
UK’s renewable energy, following major investment 
in biomass technology.

Tadcaster offers some 
great riverside walks

Discoveries on 
your doorstep

North Yorkshire County Council has 
chosen Selby to pilot a new series  
of walking trails. The aim is to inspire 
you to get out of the house and into 
the outdoors: ready to walk,  
socialise and discover the fantastic 
nature, history and landscape on 
your doorstep.
There are huge benefits of doing 
outdoor activities, such as stretching 
your legs, spending time with 
family and friends and exploring 
what the area has to offer. However, 
sometimes it can be hard to find 
accessible trails with interesting 
sights along the way - this is where 
Discoveries on your Doorstep 
comes in! Check out the details and 
download the maps on northyorks.
gov.uk or search for The Selby Trails 
on Facebook.

Celebrating the 
Selby District - 
in the heart of 
Yorkshire
Our new hardback photobook 
celebrates the reasons why the  
Selby district is a great place to enjoy 
life. Packed full of top quality images 
and stories from every corner of 
our area, the book gives a unique 
perspective on what makes the Selby 
district so special.
The book is on sale for just £12.99 
from the following retailers.
Selby
• Heaven and Home, Gowthorpe
• Mollie Sharp’s, Finkle Street
• Wetherells, Gowthorpe
• Selby Abbey
Tadcaster
• Tadcaster Library, Station Road
• The Ink Shop, Bridge Street

Photo courtesy of Georgia Kees

Getting a unique view of the area 
from Sherburn Aero Club

Exploring Selby District

The new Escapologist in Selby transports 
you to another, magical world.



The Selby district is a great place to do 
business. We’re right at the heart of Yorkshire, 
at the centre of the economic hubs of Leeds, 
Sheffield, York and Hull. We’ve great road and 
rail connections to all the UK. Our businesses 
can attract staff from a wide area and 
companies can distribute goods and services 
easily from a base within our district. 
We’ve got big plans for opening up brand new 
business space. It’s more affordable here than 
our neighbouring areas too, which means 
companies get more for their money. 
We’ve got a really well-qualified local workforce. 
Companies can recruit the skills they need within 
the local area, helping them to expand and grow. 
We’ve got the highest predicted population 
growth in North Yorkshire, which means a 
growing local workforce to support companies 
who’re investing in new jobs. For local retailers 
and service industries, it means a growing base 
of potential customers in the area.
We’re a great place to enjoy life, with a fantastic 
mix of vibrant market towns and picturesque 
villages. House prices here are lower than 
neighbouring urban areas. We’re a great place for 
families to grow and people to stay for the long-
term. Our families benefit from a top quality 
education sector. 
Selby District Council and North Yorkshire 
County Council are both working hard to make 
the most of these opportunities: to support new 
investment to open up jobs and opportunities, 
with the right housing in the right 
places. We know this is 
important to lots of our 
residents and our 
existing business 
community.

Supporting new 
developments

Both councils are involved in supporting major 
developments in the area. The type of support 
we can give is by enabling access to funding or 
investing in important infrastructure that helps 
to make these developments happen.

Sherburn2
Sherburn2 is a 75-acre site at Junction 42 of the 
A1(M) Sherburn-in-Elmet. It’s next to the existing 
successful Sherburn Park, whose occupiers 
include Debenhams, Sainsbury’s, Optare, Eddie 
Stobart, Kingspan and Legal & General Homes.
With its strategic location and enormous 
potential to grow the Selby district economy, 
the project was kick-started with £3.1m 
infrastructure facility from the York, North 
Yorkshire and East Riding Enterprise Partnership 
and Government’s Growing Places Fund. 
Sherburn2 is one of the most significant new 
development sites in Yorkshire, both in terms of 
the jobs it will create and the inward investment 
it will attract. It’s superbly located with 
Yorkshire’s excellent motorway network only 

minutes away, and mid-way between the cities 
of Leeds and York, with Selby and 

Tadcaster close by. There are 
also excellent rail links.

Kellingley
Working closely with Selby 

District Council, Harworth Group 
has been granted outline planning 

permission to develop the 151-acre 
site of the former Kellingley mine to 

provide up to 1.45 million square feet 
of manufacturing and distribution space, 

which could bring as much as £200m of 
benefit to the local economy.

The site is well-suited to small industries but its 
size, as well as the fantastic rail and road links, 

makes it suitable for logistics too. Harworth is 
taking a flexible approach: they’ll sell bits of 

the site for companies to build their own 
units or will do long-leasehold deals 

where they act as the landlord once 
new units have been built. The aim 
is to bring high value employment 
back to the site as quickly as 
possible.

Businesses investment  
in our area

We continue to see major new investment of 
our existing companies in the Selby District. This 
shows a confidence in our area and what it has  
to offer.

British Gypsum, Sherburn-in-Elmet
British Gypsum has received planning permission 
from Selby District Council to extend an existing 
mill building at Sherburn-in-Elmet, near Selby, 
in order to upgrade its existing operations. 
The plant, which processes and manufactures 
gypsum plaster products, such as plasterboards, 
is currently unable to grind natural gypsum 
rock on-site and operates solely on the use of 
synthetic desulphurised gypsum supplied from 
the nearby Drax Power Station. British Gypsum 
is now building the plant’s capability to enable 
natural rock processing which will increase 
operational flexibility.
This £10 million expansion at Sherburn-in-Elmet 
is timely. Figures released by the Government 
reveal that the number of new-build homes 
being constructed has grown to the highest 
level since 2008. The latest housebuilding data 
shows that 164,960 new homes were started in 
the year to June 2017, a rise of 13 per cent on the 
previous year.
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A great place to do business 
at the heart of Yorkshire



John Smith’s, Tadcaster
Heineken is the UK’s leading pub, cider and beer 
business. Recent major multi-million pound 
investments in their Tadcaster brewery are a 
clear demonstration of the company’s long-
term commitment to the Selby District and 
the UK as a whole. The company’s sustained 
investment in the brewery has created a 
number of quality job opportunities.
John Smith’s Brewery, which has been 
owned by Heineken since 2008, brews the 
equivalent of around two and a half million 
barrels of beer each year. It employs around 
300 people in Tadcaster and the brewery 
is one of the largest in the country.

Making the most of 
opportunities

Agricultural technology - sometimes known as 
‘agritech’ - is big business. It’s one of the world’s 
fastest-growing industrial sectors. We’ve got 
some great opportunities in the Selby district to 
take advantage of this.

Stockbridge Technology
Stockbridge Technology Centre is a hidden gem 
set in 200 acres of panoramic farmland on the 
outskirts of Cawood. The work at Stockbridge is 
wide-ranging. An example is the investment into 
the use of LED technology which has received 
much interest both nationally and internationally.
With a growing population, and an increased 
demand for the year-round supply of high  
quality food, traditional food production 
systems and supply chains are being pushed 
to their limits. Stockbridge is leading the way 
in researching and demonstrating 
how the use of LED lighting 
can produce increased 
yields per unit area 
of land.

Making the most of our 
quality of life

Businesses in our district know the 
importance of our quality of life to attract 
and retain the best staff. Both the District 
and County Councils continue to invest in 
making the most of our mix of market towns 
and picturesque countryside. And we’ve 
recently seen some great new investment.

Escapologist, Selby
The magnificently imaginative Escapologist is 
the latest addition to the increasingly vibrant 
and diverse Selby town centre. Selby is home 
to an attractive mix of independent shops, bars 
and restaurants, together with a number of 
popular high street names. The Escapologist is 
a wonderful example of Selby’s brave new retail 
and leisure world.
It’s a combination of a themed bar, artisan 
kitchen and escape rooms, but that doesn’t 
really do this extraordinary venue, situated in 
New Lane in the shadow of Selby Abbey, justice. 
Director and Escapologist mastermind Olly 
McClaren has a better description: “It’s as 
if Harry Houdini and Jules Verne 
had met up for a pint and 
created their ideal home 
from home in a bar.”
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Shop 
Local
Shop Local offers 
you the chance to 
get discounts at a 
number of retailers in 
Selby and Tadcaster 
town centres.  
It was set-up by the Selby Town Enterprise 
Partnership, which is funded through Selby 
District Council. It was part of a package of 
practical help for town centre shops in the 
run-up to Christmas, which also included a 
number of days of free parking.
“Shop local is about encouraging people to 
use the high street in their own towns and 
not continually shop in retail parks or online”, 
explained Richard Schofield, the owner of 
Heaven and Home on Gowthorpe, Selby.  
The High Street can’t survive without this 
support. At Heaven and Home we’ve given 
away over 300 saver cards so far. We’re seeing 
them used by our regular loyal customers on 
a daily basis.”
As a local resident, you can get a discount 
card from any of the businesses taking part. 
This will give you a range of rewards in 
different stores. The following businesses are 
taking part.
• Victoria Bakes
• Heaven & Home
• Rooms for All
• The Escapologist
• Nico’s Barbershop
• Mollie Sharp’s Cheese and Deli
• Kitty Elisse
• J & B Flowers
• Wetherells
• Gotches
• Jolly Sailor Brewery
• Wimbles Carpets & Flooring

Are you a business interested in taking part?
Just contact Heidi Green via email:  
hgreen@selby.gov.uk or search for  
‘Shop Local’ on selby.gov.uk
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Focus on… fly tipping
The District Council investigates 
each and every single case of fly 
tipping reported to us. 
We examine the waste for 
evidence that can be used to 
prosecute those responsible and 
arrange for it to be cleared away. 
The courts have various powers 
to tackle fly tipping offences, 
including up to 12 months 
imprisonment, substantial fines up 
to £50,000, orders to pay costs and 
an order to confiscate a vehicle 
used to commit the offence. 
The Council’s seen a recent rise 
in the number of cases where 
a resident has appealed for 
someone to do a ‘tip run’ for 
them on social media such as 

Facebook and their waste has 
then been illegally dumped. 
Remember, if you pay someone 
who hasn’t got a licence to take 
it away and they dump it illegally, 
then you have broken the law.
If you do need someone else 
to take away your rubbish, it’s 
your responsibility to check the 
individual is legitimate. Just ask to 
see their waste carriers licence and 
where they’re taking the rubbish. 
A reputable company will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
If you witness fly tipping taking 
place you can report it on our 
website  
www.selby.gov.uk/report-it  
or phone 01757 705101.

Where your recycling goes 

Recycled by:
www.berrymanglassrecycling.co.uk

Recycled by:
www.mytumwasterecycling.com

Recycled by:
www.jayplas.com

Recycled by:
www.dssmith.com

Could you be a Rotter?
In 2015, seven million tonnes of food and drink waste 
was thrown away from UK homes, over four million 
tonnes of which was avoidable. It’s also estimated that 
of waste sent to landfill in the UK each year almost one 
third could be transformed into compost at home.

If you’re interested in joining the Rotters, fill in your 
details online at www.northyorks.gov.uk/rotters. 
Alternatively call 01609 797212 or send an email to 
nyrotters@northyorks.gov.uk.

To help tackle these issues and inspire people to change their waste 
habits, the County Council coordinates a series of talks and activities at 
events, shows and schools across North Yorkshire supported by a team of 
dedicated volunteers known as the Rotters.
Now the County Council is launching a campaign to recruit more 
volunteers to join their team of Rotters, with a particular need in Selby 
where there is only one Rotter to cover events in the area.
Selby resident Lynda Young has been volunteering with the Rotters for 
over four years. After a long career in nursing, Lynda retired ten years ago.
“Once I had time on my hands I was keen to find something like this. I 
thought it would be just the thing really as I’m interested in conservation 
and gardening and feel very passionate about recycling. The main thing is 
that I can please myself when I volunteer. It suits me because I’ve got lots of 
other interests as well.”
“You meet some great people volunteering with the Rotters and we have  
a wonderful time. It’s nice when you meet someone with similar beliefs  
to yourself and when you know you’re making a 
difference no matter how small.”
For people who are passionate about 
environmental issues, being a Rotter is a great 
way to get involved with their local community 
by raising awareness of the importance of home 
composting, promoting the Love Food Hate 
Waste campaign and encouraging people to 
reuse and recycle. For younger people, being 
a Rotter is a good way to gain valuable 
skills and work experience.
Rotters are not committed to give a 
specific number of hours each month 
and can choose which events they 
are able to attend. Many members 
of the team volunteer elsewhere 
and a third combine being a 
Rotter with paid employment.
Rotters are provided with a 
uniform and training as well 
as ongoing support from a 
dedicated volunteer coordinator.
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Businesses and community venues across Selby 
are being encouraged by the County Council to be 
breastfeeding-friendly. 
Becoming a breastfeeding friendly award venue 
is easy. The minimum requirement is that staff 
welcome mothers and babies and that breastfeeding 
is allowed in all customer areas. Additional things 
that mothers appreciate include easy access for 
and a safe place to park a buggy; easy access to 
a clean place to change their baby’s nappy; and a 
comfortable chair with a back for support. 
Business and venues interested in registering for  
the breastfeeding friendly venue award can find  
out more by emailing  
nypublichealth@northyorks.gov.uk or calling  
the public health team on 01609 797742.

Athelstan Primary School 
celebrates with open day

Parents, past pupils, friends and local residents joined children, staff and 
governors of Athelstan Community Primary School in January to celebrate the 
official opening of the school’s £5m extension and refurbishment. 
The new buildings, which support a 
growing community, including families 
from Sherburn in Elmet’s new housing 
developments, were opened by the Rt Rev 
Dr John Thomson, the Bishop of Selby. 
The buildings have been provided by North 
Yorkshire County Council in partnership 
with Sewell Construction and Align Property 
Partners. They include nine additional 
classrooms and the school also has now 
even more playing areas and fields. 
The school hall has been extended and a new 
library and ICT suite refurbished and extended.  

The school has a new main entrance on Milford 
Road. Further Early Years nursery provision has 
been added.
Headteacher Miss Karen O’Donnell said: “The 
children were enthralled to watch the building 
develop and now love the new classrooms and 
playgrounds. I am extremely proud of how the 
school has embraced the challenges of this major 
building project.” 
The project has effectively doubled the number  
of places in the main school. This is an increase  
of 210.

Young people set 
out the issues
Young people from the Abbot’s 
Road and Flaxley Road areas of 
Selby have been talking about 
the issues they see in the town 
and how to make things better.
The County Council’s Children and Families 
Prevention Service is working with the young 
people to help them lead the drive for change.
Through the service the young people run an 
informal fortnightly youth council and have 
teamed up with Selby Big Local, a ten-year Big 
Lottery-funded programme to help residents 
create change, to make a film.
We Are Selby, which can be viewed on You 
Tube, enabled the young people to contribute 
to Selby Big Local’s vision for the town and 
share ideas for making it a better place to live. 
They talk about issues including vandalism and 
bullying, about needing more places to go and 
things to do and about their aspirations.
Pat Scully, area manager for the Prevention 
Service, said: “Asking the young people of Selby 
what their needs are is a brilliant start. As 
professionals, we can say what we think would 
benefit them, but we desperately need to know 
from them what they think they need.”
As a result of the film, the young people met 
District Council managers to discuss changes 
they would like to see. They are also involved 
in a project with the District Council and 
Groundworks to clear an area of Selby Town 
Park and plant a sensory area. They plan to 
get involved in the council’s Don’t be a Waster 
recycling campaign and are working with the 
leisure centre.
The Prevention service helps children and 
families deal with a wide range of issues, 
including mental health, bullying, poverty  
and crime. The work with the young people of 
Selby aims to bolster their self-esteem by giving 
them responsibility, opportunities and a sense  
of belonging.

Some of the young people in scenes from 
their film, We Are Selby

Extra classrooms near completion at Thorpe Willoughby
Work is well under way at Thorpe Willoughby 
Community Primary School to create three 
new classrooms and enlarge teaching spaces 
and the staffroom. This scheme, which is due 
to be completed in spring, is in response 
to rising demand for places. Funded by the 
County Council and contributions from housing 
developers, the project is being managed by 
Align Property Partners and built by Simpson 

(York) Ltd. Headteacher Sue Brown said: 
“Thorpe Willoughby Primary School has 
always been committed to providing an 
exciting, quality education to the children of 
the community that we serve. The village has 
continued to grow and the building work  
will allow us to be responsive to the needs  
of our village.”

Officials and pupils at the opening 
of the new extension

Breastfeeding friendly venues award

Families at The Summit Centre, which has joined 
other Selby venues and businesses in signing up for 
the new Breastfeeding Friendly Award.
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Have you got ideas about what would 
make your local area a better place to live? 
Your Community Engagement Forum (CEF) gives you 
the chance to get more involved in local decisions and 
improvements for your neighbourhood. The Forums 
have money to spend on supporting local solutions to 
local issues. In particular, funding is given to support 
the priorities of your area’s community development 
plan. The plan will have been created in partnership 
with people living in your community to ensure it 
identifies key local issues.
Here are some examples of the things CEF funding has 
supported over recent months…
The Western CEF has provided more than £4,000 
towards the installation of two disabled platforms at 
the fishing pond in Sherburn, to open up the use of 

this community facility to all. It also provided £1,500 for 
the popular volunteer-run Fairburn Community café. 
This provides a meeting place in the village and brings 
people together.
£5,000 was given to help establish the successful 
Sherburn Craft and Food Festival, pictured, which 
attracted 9,000 visitors over a three day period in 2017.
The Southern CEF has provided £6,000 for a 
community cinema club in Hambleton Village Hall, 
which has brought together a variety of different 
community groups. 
Why not get involved in your local CEF? It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to share your voice and  
help your community. To find out more, click on 
the Community Engagement Forum tab on  
selby.gov.uk.

Your councillors talking about your issues
All county councillors that represent divisions in 
Selby district sit on the Selby Area Committee, on 
which they debate local issues and make  
local decisions. 
The committee works with the District 
Council and other bodies to promote 
community issues such as safety, transport, 
education and economic development. It is 
also involved in local highways issues. 
At its first meeting of 2018 in March, members will 
concentrate on road safety throughout the Selby 
district and would like to hear concerns around any 

issues that the public may wish to raise on  
that topic.
All area committee meetings are open to the public 
and public questions can be submitted to meetings. 
Selby Area Committee meetings this year will all 
take place at Selby Civic Centre and will be held at 
6pm on:  
26 March • 4 June • 24 September • 26 November
Further details, agendas and minutes are published 
in the “about the council” section of the County 
Council’s website, www.northyorks.gov.uk.

It’s good to share
Sharing benefits everyone, 
which is why your District and  
County Councils are continuing 
to forge ahead with their  
Better Together partnership.
While the two councils provide 
different services, they require 
a lot of similar systems, such as 
finance, payroll processing, health 
and safety and IT support.
Following a recent trial the councils have 
agreed to integrate their legal services, 
allowing them to call on a broader set 
of skills and to make the service more 
flexible to cope better with peaks and 
troughs in the workload.
Over recent years, the two councils 
have worked towards sharing these 
systems to reduce costs and improve 
efficiency. Where possible, they also 
share buildings to reduce rent and 
rates for office accommodation.
This means that money goes further 
in these challenging financial times. So 
far, the Better Together programme has 
realised savings of more than £500,000, 
with a further £1.2m of savings identified 
for the future.
But it’s not just about cutting costs. Our 
joint ambition is to join up the way we 
work to provide seamless delivery of 
frontline services to benefit and support 
local people and communities in the 
Selby area.
Looking ahead, the focus of our joint 
work will be on how we can enhance 
economic development and growth 
for the district. We’ll also look at 
strengthening partnerships for the 
delivery of health, social care and housing 
services to improve the quality of life for 
our customers.
The whole of the Better Together initiative 
is underpinned by an arrangement 
that sees the chief executive of the 
District Council also hold an assistant 
chief executive role within the County 
Council, enabling the authorities to share 
expertise, intelligence and leadership.

Face-to-face help in your community
Selby District Council’s Neighbourhood Officers offer 
a range of support and advice in your area, as well as 
being the first point of contact to deal with key issues 
affecting the area where you live.
You can catch-up with your local Neighbourhood 
Officer at one of the regular drop-in sessions held 
throughout the district.  You can use these to talk 
about any issues you have in your area or to ask 
questions. Neighbourhood Officers can deal with a 
wide range of district council services, or tell you how 
you can get the support you need.

No appointment is necessary – just drop in to  
find out more!
Selby: Every Tuesday, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
12 Normandy Close
Sherburn: Every Tuesday, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Sherburn Library
Tadcaster: Every Thursday, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Calcaria House
Eggborough: Every Thursday, 10am - 12 noon 
Westfield Close Community Centre

Your voice in your local area

Neighbourhood Officers work for Selby 
District Council and can deal with a 
wide range of issues in your local area.
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Surface dressing to begin to protect roads
The County Council will begin its annual surface dressing programme in  
April to maintain and protect roads in the Selby area.
Each year, the authority improves stretches 
of the county’s 9,000km of roads by surface 
dressing, which offers a quick, efficient and 
cost-effective way of maintaining skid-resistant 
and waterproof road surfaces, helping to 
prevent deterioration.
It involves spraying bitumen onto the road 
surface then covering it with a layer of 
chippings. The process can extend the life of a 
road by up to ten years.
Surface dressing costs just a fifth of the price 
of resurfacing. This means we can treat a much 
larger proportion of the road network each 
year, preventing the need for much more  
expensive work later.

The process can be unpopular with some 
drivers, mainly because of loose chippings,  
but the speed of the operation and its long-
term benefits, as well as the short time for 
which motorists are inconvenienced, are 
important factors.
It is important that traffic is allowed onto the 
new surface because chippings need traffic 
to push them fully into the road. It is also 
important that drivers keep to the speed limit 
to allow the surface to stabilise and to avoid 
damage to their vehicles. That is why we put in 
place a 20mph limit during the early life of  
the dressing.

What is  
Universal Credit?
Universal Credit (UC) replaces six existing 
benefits and merges them into one monthly 
payment that will be made in arrears, usually 
five to six weeks after an initial claim is made.
The six benefits that are being replaced are:
• Income Support
• Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income related Employment and  

Support Allowance
• Child Tax Credits
• Working Tax Credits
• Housing Benefits
How do I claim Universal Credit?
Most claims for UC are made online on 
the GOV.UK website.  If you haven’t got a 
computer, check out all the places near you 
where you can get online - the full list is on 
page 4.  If you’re worried about being able 
to use a computer you can get help at the 
majority of those listed.
Housing Benefit when Universal  
Credit is introduced
If you claim UC and need help with rental 
costs, this will be included in the payment you 
receive and will replace Housing Benefit. UC 
will contain similar allowances towards rent  
as part of the Housing Element of the Universal 
Payment which is normally paid directly to  
the claimant.  
UC with support for housing costs will apply 
to most new claimants, and in some cases to 
existing claimants who have a change in their 
circumstances and who live in these postcodes: 
• LS24 0 • YO19 6 • YO23 2  
• YO23 3 • YO23 7 •  DN6 9
Further postcodes will be introduced into the 
UC scheme later in 2017/18.
Help with mortgages
UC contains a payment to help with mortgage 
interest, but this is only available for UC 
claimants who are not in paid employment.
How will Universal Credit be paid?
Payments will normally be made once a 
month in arrears to replicate a working wage.  
Claimants must set up a bank account to 
receive their UC payments.  If you live with 
your partner and both claim UC you’ll receive  
a single payment that covers you both.
Working while you claim Universal Credit
There are no limits to the number of hours 
you can work a week if you receive UC.  Your 
payment will reduce gradually as you earn 
more and you won’t lose all your benefits at 
once if you’re on a low income.
How does this affect people of pension age?
You won’t be able to claim UC if both you 
and your partner are over Pension Credit 
age.  You’ll need to claim Pension Credit and 
Housing Benefit instead.
Universal Credit helpline and website
Website - GOV.UK website
Telephone: 0345 600 0723 – FREE
Textphone: 0345 600 0743 – FREE

Adult short breaks
The County Council’s Health and Adult Services 
team is trialling a pilot scheme at two of its 
residential short break facilities, Tawny Lodge, 
Selby, and 80 High Street, Harrogate.
The adult short break facilities are funded directly 
by the authority with additional revenue coming 
from people who use the short break facilities. At 
the moment, only around 60% of the available bed 
nights being booked.
The pilot scheme begins in April and aims to 
increase usage by offering short break facilities 
to North Yorkshire residents who are eligible but 
are not accessing them from the County Council. 

Generating revenue in this way will help to make 
up a financial shortfall, so helping to protect adult 
social care services. 
The short break offer to new users will be limited 
to seven days in every calendar month and 
existing service users will be asked to plan their 
stays to avoid these dates. Emergency respite care 
services will be maintained.
If the pilot is successful, it will be rolled out to 
other short break facilities from September.
For more information, contact Steve Burke, 
Learning Disability Manager, on 01609 532073  
or at steve.burke@northyorks.gov.uk.

Working together  
to make Selby  
district healthier
Improving the health and happiness of the people  
of Selby district is at the heart of a new project  
called Selby Health Matters.
The district has higher than average adult obesity 
levels and health inequalities in cardiovascular 
disease, cancer and diabetes. Mental health, 
sexual health, substance misuse, social isolation 
and air quality and transport are also issues that 
have been identified by local people.
Selby Health Matters brings together Selby 
District Council, North Yorkshire County Council 
and health and community partners to address 
these issues. The aim is to increase the healthy 
life expectancy of people in Selby district. The 
partnership will work with local groups and 
residents to improve the health of the poorest 
fastest and to reduce health inequalities. 
An action plan being drawn up by Selby Health 
Matters will ensure that there is a focus on 
health in all the District Council’s work, including  

housing, leisure, economic development, 
planning, environment and working with 
communities. The plan will focus on both physical 
and mental wellbeing across the Selby District.
Other partners in Selby Health Matters are Selby 
Big Local, a community-led Big Lottery-funded 
programme to help residents create lasting 
change, Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group, Community First Yorkshire and Inspiring 
Healthy Lifestyles, which runs leisure centres and 
a park in Selby.
There will be many opportunities to take part 
in activities and share information and ideas 
over coming months. To keep up to date with 
developments, visit  
www.selby.gov.uk/health-matters.
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call: 01757 293 292
visit: SummitIndoorAdventure.co.uk

Selby Leisure Centre
TO REGISTER OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CALL:  01757 213 758 TODAY

School Holiday
Sport Activity Camp

Ages 5 to 14 years old.

Fun for all the family
Whatever the Weather

www.nycm.co.uk
Contacts
Selby District Council 
www.selby.gov.uk 
01757 705 101 

@selbydc 
www.facebook.com/selbydc

North Yorkshire  
County Council 
www.northyorks.gov.uk 
01609 780 780 

@northyorkscc 
www.facebook.com/
northyorkscc

Police
www.northyorkshire.police.uk  
Non-emergency calls 101
Emergencies dial 999 

Health 
Non-emergency calls 111
Emergencies dial 999

Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk  
03444 111 444 

Traveline
(independent advice about  
public transport services) 
www.traveline.info  

Business support
Leeds City Region  
Enterprise Partnership
www.the-lep.com 

York, North Yorkshire and East Riding 
Enterprise Partnership
www.businessinspiredgrowth.com 

Parish councils
For details of your parish council, 
check via www.selby.gov.uk 

You can contact your local councillor about any issue that affects you or the place where you 
live. Details of who your councillors are, including contact phone numbers or email addresses, 
can be found on the District and County Council websites: selby.gov.uk or northyorks.gov.uk.


